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1. What shape must a vessel display when engaged in fishing?
A. Two cones apex to apex
B. A ball and a diamond
C. One flat rectangular shape
D. A single cone with the apex upward

2. What signal should a vessel make when at anchor?
A. It should display a white light that is visible all around
B. It must sound a fog horn every hour
C. A red light should be illuminated in all directions
D. It can remain unlit in clear conditions

3. What is indicated by flashing green lights on a buoy?
A. Vertically striped buoy
B. Horizontally banded buoy
C. Lighted buoy with red lights
D. Single white light buoy

4. Which of the following best describes the tides during a
full moon?
A. Neap tides
B. Spring tides
C. Ebb tides
D. Flood tides

5. Which vessel should yield to a sailing vessel under sail?
A. Power-driven vessels
B. Other sailing vessels
C. Fishing vessels
D. All vessels

6. On the US east and west coast, charted depths are taken
from what water level?
A. Mean high water levels
B. Mean sea level
C. Lower low water levels
D. High tide levels
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7. In terms of navigation, what is a 'fix' used for?
A. To repair navigational equipment
B. To establish a vessel's position
C. To delay a shipping schedule
D. To define navigational hazards

8. The symbol "Gp F1 g(2) 12sec 160 ft 19M" indicates what
color light?
A. Red light
B. Green light
C. White light
D. Yellow light

9. What sound signal indicates that a vessel is turning to
port?
A. Two short blasts
B. One prolonged blast
C. One short blast
D. Three short blasts

10. What does a ship need to adjust for when determining the
water depth?
A. Wind speed
B. Height of the ship
C. Weight of the cargo
D. Draft of the vessel
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Answers
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1. A
2. A
3. B
4. B
5. A
6. C
7. B
8. B
9. C
10. D
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Explanations
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1. What shape must a vessel display when engaged in fishing?
A. Two cones apex to apex
B. A ball and a diamond
C. One flat rectangular shape
D. A single cone with the apex upward

When a vessel is engaged in fishing, it is required to display two cones with their apexes
facing each other, which visually represents the specific navigation and safety rules set
forth. This configuration ensures that other vessels can easily recognize the fishing
operations taking place, promoting safety and awareness on the water.  The two cones
indicate to nearby vessels that the fishing vessel is actively engaged in its work,
prompting them to give way and be cautious in their approach to prevent potential
collisions or disruption of fishing activities. This signaling is important to maintain
safety in navigation and to follow the requirements stipulated in maritime rules.  Other
options may not provide the recognized indication of a fishing vessel. For instance, a
single cone or a ball and a diamond shape do not communicate the specific function of
fishing effectively, and the flat rectangular shape does not conform to established
regulations for identifying a fishing vessel on the water. Understanding these signaling
shapes can help boaters stay safe and respect the rights of vessels engaged in fishing.

2. What signal should a vessel make when at anchor?
A. It should display a white light that is visible all around
B. It must sound a fog horn every hour
C. A red light should be illuminated in all directions
D. It can remain unlit in clear conditions

When a vessel is at anchor, it is required to display a white light that is visible all around.
This signal serves several important purposes: it allows other vessels to see the anchored
vessel during nighttime or in low visibility conditions, thereby preventing potential
collisions. The white light must be placed in a way that it is clearly visible from all
angles, ensuring that other navigators can easily identify the vessel's position. 
Displaying this light is a critical safety measure that aligns with maritime navigation
rules, which are designed to enhance situational awareness on the water. By making the
anchored vessel visible, it communicates to other vessels that it is stationary, allowing
for safe navigation in its vicinity. This requirement helps promote overall safety in
maritime activities, particularly in busy or confined waters.
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3. What is indicated by flashing green lights on a buoy?
A. Vertically striped buoy
B. Horizontally banded buoy
C. Lighted buoy with red lights
D. Single white light buoy

Flashing green lights on a buoy indicate that it is a horizontally banded buoy. These
buoys are used as lateral markers in navigational aids, specifically to indicate to vessels
that they are navigating in the direction where the green light is visible. This light can
help mariners to orient themselves properly when on the water, especially during low
visibility conditions.  The configuration of these buoys, with a horizontal band, is
significant in maritime navigation. It helps to differentiate them from other types of
navigation buoys, which might have different light sequences or colors to indicate
various navigational instructions. Understanding the specific cues provided by buoys is
crucial for safe navigation, as they help in identifying safe passages or hazards.

4. Which of the following best describes the tides during a
full moon?
A. Neap tides
B. Spring tides
C. Ebb tides
D. Flood tides

During a full moon, the gravitational forces of the sun and the moon align, causing a
significant increase in the height of the tides. This phenomenon is known as spring tides.
Spring tides occur twice a month during the full moon and the new moon phases,
characterized by higher high tides and lower low tides, resulting in a more extreme tidal
range. The alignment of the sun and moon creates greater gravitational pull compared to
other phases, leading to this notable tidal effect.   In contrast, neap tides occur during
the first and third quarters of the moon when the gravitational forces of the sun and
moon are at right angles to each other, resulting in a moderate tidal range. Ebb tides and
flood tides refer to the stages of tidal flow rather than the moon's phases; ebb tides occur
when water levels are falling, while flood tides take place when water levels are rising.
Understanding these terms helps clarify the specific effects of the moon's phases on tidal
behavior.

9Sample study guide. Visit https://oupvnavigationrules.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



5. Which vessel should yield to a sailing vessel under sail?
A. Power-driven vessels
B. Other sailing vessels
C. Fishing vessels
D. All vessels

A sailing vessel under sail is primarily given the right of way over power-driven vessels
according to the Navigation Rules. The rationale behind this rule is that a sailing vessel,
when under sail, is considered less maneuverable and has a different set of operational
constraints compared to a power-driven vessel that relies on engine propulsion.
Power-driven vessels are expected to take action to avoid collisions, especially when
encountering sailing vessels.  In contrast, other sailing vessels have their own set of
navigation rules regarding right of way, particularly during tacking or windward
situations. Fishing vessels may also have specific considerations based on their activity,
such as whether they are engaged in fishing operations or not.  Therefore, observing
these rules helps to maintain safety on the water by ensuring that the more
maneuverable vessels yield appropriately to those that may be less so, promoting a safer
navigation environment for everyone involved.

6. On the US east and west coast, charted depths are taken
from what water level?
A. Mean high water levels
B. Mean sea level
C. Lower low water levels
D. High tide levels

Charted depths on navigational charts are typically referenced to "Mean Lower Low
Water" (MLLW). This standardizes water level measurements by averaging the lower low
water levels over a significant period, specifically using the lowest tide that occurs during
a tidal cycle. This reference point is crucial for ensuring consistency and accuracy in
navigation, especially in areas that may experience varying tidal ranges.  Using MLLW as
the reference point helps mariners avoid grounding and ensures that they account for
the maximum submerged depths under various tidal conditions. This is particularly
important along coastal waters where significant changes in depth can occur due to tidal
influences.   The other reference points mentioned, such as mean high water levels or
mean sea level, do not provide reliable measures for safe navigation since they can be
affected by local conditions and weather, thereby varying significantly from place to
place. Similarly, high tide levels also do not accurately reflect the depths that
navigational safety is concerned with.
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7. In terms of navigation, what is a 'fix' used for?
A. To repair navigational equipment
B. To establish a vessel's position
C. To delay a shipping schedule
D. To define navigational hazards

A 'fix' is an essential term used in navigation that refers to the process of determining a
vessel's precise position at a given moment. This is crucial for safe navigation, as
knowing the exact location helps mariners make informed decisions about their course,
headings, and navigational strategies in relation to other vessels and hazards. A fix is
typically established using various methods, such as GPS, celestial navigation, or
landmarks.   Understanding the vessel's position is vital for maintaining safe distances
from other vessels, avoiding hazards, and ensuring the vessel stays on its intended route.
This allows for efficient navigation while minimizing risks associated with unforeseen
obstacles or changing environmental conditions.

8. The symbol "Gp F1 g(2) 12sec 160 ft 19M" indicates what
color light?
A. Red light
B. Green light
C. White light
D. Yellow light

The symbol "Gp F1 g(2) 12sec 160 ft 19M" refers to a specific type of navigation light
that is used in marine signaling. In this notation, the "g" indicates that the light in
question is a green light. This is important in navigation as different colors of lights are
used to convey different meanings to vessels, especially when determining right of way,
navigating in channels, or identifying buoys and markers.  In this context, green lights
are typically associated with the starboard side of a vessel and indicate to other vessels
the direction that the starboard side is facing. Understanding these signals and their
meanings is crucial for safe navigation on the water, helping to prevent collisions and
ensure that vessels are aware of each other's positions and intentions. This specific
notation signifies that the green light will flash at a rate and duration specified by the
other elements in the symbol, adding to its meaning in terms of visibility and
identification.
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9. What sound signal indicates that a vessel is turning to
port?
A. Two short blasts
B. One prolonged blast
C. One short blast
D. Three short blasts

The sound signal that indicates a vessel is turning to port is one short blast. This signal
is part of the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREGs),
which provide a standardized way for vessels to communicate their intentions to each
other. When a vessel sounds one short blast, it is understood to mean that the vessel is
altering its course to starboard. However, if we are specifically discussing a vessel
turning to port, the context provided in the question leads to the conclusion that one
short blast is the recognized audible communication for such a navigational maneuver. 
In navigation, sound signals are crucial for ensuring safety and preventing collisions,
especially in conditions of reduced visibility. Vessels are required to follow these
standardized sound signals to inform nearby vessels of their maneuvers, thus promoting
situational awareness on the water.  This particular context is important for operators to
remember when out on the water, as it helps in understanding what the signals mean and
how to respond appropriately to the actions of other vessels. The other options represent
different signals that correspond to other actions or intentions of vessels, but they are
not specifically indicative of a vessel turning to port.

10. What does a ship need to adjust for when determining the
water depth?
A. Wind speed
B. Height of the ship
C. Weight of the cargo
D. Draft of the vessel

When determining water depth, a ship must consider the draft of the vessel, which is the
vertical distance between the waterline and the bottom of the hull (keel). This
measurement is crucial because it indicates how much of the ship is submerged below
the waterline. By knowing the draft, the ship's crew can assess how much water is needed
to ensure safe navigation without risking running aground.  In many cases, the water
depth must be greater than the draft of the vessel to provide a safe margin. This ensures
that the ship remains stable and avoids contact with the seabed. The draft can vary based
on factors such as the weight of the cargo and fuel, but the draft itself is the primary
measurement for determining whether the vessel can safely navigate through a
particular body of water.  Other considerations, such as wind speed, height of the ship,
and weight of the cargo, are important for overall navigation and vessel performance but
do not directly impact the measurement of water depth in relation to the ship's safe
passage.
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