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1. What must be documented on a confined space permit?
A. The names of all employees working in confined spaces
B. The weather conditions at the time of entry
C. Specific hazards identified and control measures
D. Daily attendance of all employees

2. What action is important to control oxygen levels in a
confined space?

A. Flushing

B. Air testing

C. Initial assessment

D. Locking exiting points

3. What is required before entering a confined space?
A. Ensuring proper lighting
B. Atmospheric testing
C. Personal protective equipment
D. Emergency exit planning

4. What types of hazards must be assessed before entering a
confined space?

A. Electrical and mechanical hazards

B. Air contamination, engulfment, stored energy
C. Weather conditions and visibility

D. Structural integrity and temperature

5. What is an example of a structure in which an individual
can become trapped or suffocate?

A. Open pit
B. Cave

C. Storage tank with inward-sloping walls
D. Wide tunnel
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6. What action should be taken if an unexpected hazard is
identified during entry into a confined space?

A. The entry should continue without interruption
B. A new risk assessment should be done

C. Immediate evacuation should be initiated

D. Wait for further instructions from management

7. What is the control technique called that involves removing
potential hazardous substances from a confined space?

A. Isolation
B. Blanking
C. Locking

D. Ventilation

8. What is necessary when performing hot work in a confined
space?

A. A cooling system
B. A special permit
C. Increased oxygen levels
D. A firewatch team

9. During a confined space entry, what should an employer
continuously monitor?

A. Employee morale

B. Ambient conditions of the confined space

C. The number of breaks employees take

D. Compliance with the permit by lower management

10. When is additional training required for confined space
procedures?

A. When a new employee is hired

B. Whenever there is evidence that procedures have changed
C. When safety incidents occur
D. Every two years
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Explanations
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1. What must be documented on a confined space permit?
A. The names of all employees working in confined spaces
B. The weather conditions at the time of entry
C. Specific hazards identified and control measures

D. Daily attendance of all employees

The documentation on a confined space permit is crucial for maintaining safety and
ensuring compliance with OSHA regulations. By including specific hazards identified and
the control measures in place, the permit serves as a vital reference for employees
entering the confined space. This information allows workers to be aware of potential
dangers such as toxic gases, low oxygen levels, or other hazardous conditions that may be
present. Furthermore, it clearly outlines the precautions taken to mitigate these risks,
ensuring that all personnel understand how to work safely within that environment. The
emphasis on identifying hazards and control measures is essential for emergency
preparedness. Should an incident occur, having this information readily available can
save critical time and enable responders to address the situation more effectively. This
detailed documentation reinforces the overall safety management system within the
workplace, promoting a culture of safety when dealing with confined spaces. While other
options such as employee names, weather conditions, or daily attendance may be relevant
in different contexts, they do not carry the same importance regarding the specific
nature of the hazards and controls required in confined space work, which is central for
safe entry and operation within these environments.

2. What action is important to control oxygen levels in a
confined space?

A. Flushing
B. Air testing

C. Initial assessment
D. Locking exiting points

Air testing is crucial for controlling oxygen levels in a confined space because it directly
measures the concentration of oxygen and other gases present in the environment.
Before entering a confined space, it is essential to ensure that the oxygen level is within
a safe range—typically between 19.5% and 23.5%. By conducting air testing, workers can
identify whether oxygen levels are deficient, enriched, or within a normal range, and take
necessary actions based on the results. Proper air testing helps ensure the safety of
personnel by allowing them to assess the conditions they will face inside the space.
Regular monitoring may also be required to detect any changes in gas concentration over
time, ensuring that the environment remains safe while work is being performed. The
other actions listed may contribute to the overall safety and effectiveness of operations in
confined spaces, but they do not specifically address the need for immediate assessment
of oxygen levels in the way that air testing does.
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3. What is required before entering a confined space?
A. Ensuring proper lighting
B. Atmospheric testing

C. Personal protective equipment
D. Emergency exit planning

Before entering a confined space, atmospheric testing is required to assess the air
quality and ensure the safety of individuals entering the space. This testing is crucial
because confined spaces can often contain hazardous atmospheres, such as toxic gases,
low oxygen levels, or flammable vapors, which can pose serious risks to health and safety.
Establishing the atmospheric conditions means identifying and mitigating these risks
before an entry occurs. If atmospheric testing reveals unsafe levels of these
contaminants, it may be necessary to implement additional safety measures, such as
ventilation, to ensure the area is safe for entry. This proactive approach is a fundamental
aspect of confined space safety protocols mandated by OSHA regulations, underscoring
the importance of understanding the environment before exposure. While ensuring
proper lighting, using personal protective equipment, and planning for emergency exits
are all important facets of overall safety in confined space operations, they do not
substitute for the critical initial step of atmospheric testing, which directly assesses the
immediate risks that must be addressed prior to entry.

4. What types of hazards must be assessed before entering a
confined space?

A. Electrical and mechanical hazards

B. Air contamination, engulfment, stored energy
C. Weather conditions and visibility

D. Structural integrity and temperature

Assessing hazards before entering a confined space is critical to ensuring the safety of
workers. The correct answer focuses on air contamination, engulfment, and stored
energy, which are all common and serious hazards associated with confined spaces. Air
contamination refers to the presence of harmful gases, vapors, or dust that can pose
health risks to individuals inside the space. It is crucial to test the atmosphere for oxygen
levels and the presence of toxic substances, as low oxygen levels or hazardous air quality
can lead to suffocation or poisoning. Engulfment is a risk that involves being surrounded
or covered by materials such as liquids, grains, or loose aggregates, which can lead to
drowning or being trapped. This necessitates careful assessment to avoid potentially fatal
situations. Stored energy hazards are related to equipment that may accidentally release
energy during entry or work inside a confined space. Understanding these risks is vital,
as they could result in crushing, hitting, or other serious injuries. In contrast, while
electrical and mechanical hazards (the first option) can also be important considerations,
they are not the primary hazards specifically associated with confined spaces. Weather
conditions and visibility (the third option) may be relevant for outdoor work but are less
critical for entering typical confined spaces. Structural integrity and temperature (the
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5. What is an example of a structure in which an individual
can become trapped or suffocate?

A. Open pit
B. Cave

C. Storage tank with inward-sloping walls
D. Wide tunnel

A storage tank with inward-sloping walls exemplifies a structure where an individual can
become trapped or suffocate due to its design. Inward-sloping walls can create a
situation where, if a person enters the tank, they may find it difficult or impossible to
escape. These walls may cause stored materials to roll or slide towards the center,
potentially trapping the individual. Additionally, the confined nature of a storage tank
can lead to quickly deteriorating air quality, increasing the risk of suffocation from
hazardous atmospheres or oxygen deficiency. Other structures, while they may pose
risks, typically do not present the same level of entrapment associated with
inward-sloping walls. For example, an open pit or wide tunnel usually does not have the
same constraints that lead directly to entrapment; they usually allow for easier access
and egress. Caves can also be hazardous but are generally more variable in terms of
layout and may not consistently create the same suffocation risks as a confined space
designed specifically for storage.

6. What action should be taken if an unexpected hazard is
identified during entry into a confined space?

A. The entry should continue without interruption
B. A new risk assessment should be done

C. Immediate evacuation should be initiated

D. Wait for further instructions from management

Immediate evacuation should be initiated if an unexpected hazard is identified during
entry into a confined space. This response is critical for ensuring the safety of all
personnel involved. Confined spaces can present a range of dangers, including toxic
atmospheres, low oxygen levels, or physical hazards that can suddenly arise. When an
unexpected hazard is detected, the risk to workers increases significantly, and the
priority shifts to protecting their health and wellbeing. Evacuating the space helps to
eliminate potential exposure to the hazard, allows for a reassessment of the situation,
and gives emergency responders the opportunity to address the identified risk without
putting any personnel at further danger. It is also essential to recognize that simply
continuing the entry without interruption could lead to serious injury or fatality, as could
delaying action by waiting for further instructions from management. Conducting a new
risk assessment in the presence of an immediate hazard is also not advisable, as it can
pose further threats to those inside the confined space. Thus, immediate evacuation is
the most prudent and safe course of action in the event of an unexpected hazard.
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7. What is the control technique called that involves removing
potential hazardous substances from a confined space?

A. Isolation
B. Blanking
C. Locking

D. Ventilation

The control technique known as isolation involves physically removing or preventing
access to potential hazardous substances within a confined space. This method is critical
in ensuring that workers are not exposed to dangerous conditions when entering or
working within these areas. By isolating a confined space, hazardous materials, energy
sources, or other dangers are effectively eliminated or contained, creating a safer
environment for personnel. This technique is foundational to ensuring worker safety
during confined space entries, as it helps prevent incidents that may arise due to the
presence of toxic substances, flammable materials, or dangerous atmospheres. Other
methods may assist in ensuring safety, but isolation directly targets the removal of
hazards, making it a proactive approach in risk management. In contrast, blanking
refers to covering or sealing openings to prevent the escape of hazardous substances
following their isolation, and locking involves securing equipment or machinery to
prevent unintended operation. Ventilation, while essential for maintaining air quality and
controlling atmospheric hazards, does not remove the substances themselves but rather
dilutes or disperses them.

8. What is necessary when performing hot work in a confined
space?

A. A cooling system
B. A special permit

C. Increased oxygen levels
D. A firewatch team

When performing hot work in a confined space, obtaining a special permit is essential
due to the significant hazards involved. Confined spaces often have limited access,
ventilation, and can contain flammable or toxic substances. A permit ensures that the
work is planned and that all necessary safety precautions are taken to minimize risks.
This includes evaluating the specific conditions of the space, identifying potential
hazards, and establishing significant safety measures before any hot work begins. The
permitting process typically involves detailed checks on atmospheric conditions, the
presence of combustible materials, and ensuring that personnel are equipped with the
appropriate protective equipment. By mandating a permit, OSHA aims to safeguard
workers by addressing these critical factors before commencing hot work activities in
confined environments.
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9. During a confined space entry, what should an employer
continuously monitor?

A. Employee morale

B. Ambient conditions of the confined space
C. The number of breaks employees take

D. Compliance with the permit by lower management

The correct answer is the ambient conditions of the confined space. Continuous
monitoring of the ambient conditions is essential for ensuring the safety of employees
working in confined spaces. These conditions can include levels of oxygen, flammable
gases or vapors, and the presence of toxic substances. Changes in these conditions can
pose serious hazards to workers, including the risk of suffocation or exposure to harmful
agents. By keeping track of these parameters, employers can proactively manage risks
and implement necessary safety measures, such as evacuating personnel or providing
fresh air. Monitoring employee morale, the number of breaks, or compliance with
permits, while important in a general workplace context, does not directly address the
immediate health and safety risks associated with confined space entry. The focus in
such environments needs to be on the physical conditions that could endanger workers,

making ambient condition monitoring a critical component of confined space safety
protocols.

10. When is additional training required for confined space
procedures?

A. When a new employee is hired

B. Whenever there is evidence that procedures have changed
C. When safety incidents occur

D. Every two years

Additional training is required for confined space procedures whenever there is evidence
that procedures have changed. This is crucial because it ensures that all employees are
kept up-to-date with the latest safety protocols and operational changes that could affect
their safety while working in confined spaces. Confined space environments can present
varying hazards, and any change in procedure—whether it be due to new equipment,
updated safety standards, or a shift in the nature of work—necessitates that employees
receive training to effectively manage those changes and mitigate risks. Ensuring that
workers are aware of and trained on the latest procedures is a key element in
maintaining a safe work environment, as it helps to prevent accidents and injuries
associated with working in confined spaces.
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