
OSHA Avoiding
Electrocution Hazards in
Healthcare Practice Exam
(Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:
https://oshaavoidingelectrocutionhazards.examzify.com



Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://oshaavoidingelectrocutionhazards.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SA
M

PLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.......................................................................................
Table of Contents 2..........................................................................
Introduction 3..................................................................................
How to Use This Guide 4..................................................................
Questions 5.......................................................................................
Answers 8.........................................................................................
Explanations 10................................................................................
Next Steps 16...................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://oshaavoidingelectrocutionhazards.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SA
M

PLE



IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which factor can commonly lead to electrical fires?
A. Unused electrical devices
B. Old or faulty wiring
C. Properly installed wiring
D. Wet environments

2. Which procedure is essential for managing electrical
hazards?
A. Storing all cords in the same area
B. Switching off equipment after every use
C. Regularly spacing out electrical inspections
D. Documenting all unplanned outages

3. What should be checked in patient-care electrical
equipment before use?
A. Battery life and color scheme
B. Signs of damage, proper grounding, and functionality
C. Weight and user ergonomics
D. Manufacturer's reputation and reviews

4. When is it permissible to use extension cords in a
healthcare facility?
A. As a permanent solution for all electrical needs
B. Only as a temporary solution and under strict guidelines
C. Whenever deemed necessary by staff
D. During inspections by safety personnel

5. Which standard is critical for electrical installations in
healthcare environments?
A. Environmental Protection Standards
B. Building Code Compliance
C. National Electrical Code (NEC)
D. Occupational Health Guidelines
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6. What immediate action should be taken if an employee
feels a shock from an electrical device?
A. Continue using the device
B. Report to the safety officer
C. Turn off the device and move away
D. Ignore it, as it may not be severe

7. What should be done during a power outage in a
healthcare facility regarding electrical equipment?
A. Turn off all non-essential equipment
B. Continue using equipment as normal
C. All critical equipment must be powered by backup generators

or UPS
D. Use candles to provide light

8. What is a common consequence of not adhering to
electrical safety practices?
A. Enhanced equipment performance
B. Reduced operational costs
C. Increased risk of electrical accidents and injuries
D. Improved staff confidence

9. What can occur if a piece of medical equipment is not
properly maintained?
A. No significant risks
B. Improved operational efficiency
C. Increased potential for electrical hazards
D. Decreased employee training requirements

10. What is a common misconception about electrical
hazards?
A. That only high-voltage equipment poses a risk of

electrocution
B. That all electrical equipment is equally dangerous
C. That electrical hazards can only occur in industrial settings
D. That new equipment does not pose risks
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Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. B
4. B
5. C
6. C
7. C
8. C
9. C
10. A
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Explanations
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1. Which factor can commonly lead to electrical fires?
A. Unused electrical devices
B. Old or faulty wiring
C. Properly installed wiring
D. Wet environments

Old or faulty wiring is a significant factor that can commonly lead to electrical fires. Over
time, wiring can deteriorate due to wear and tear, exposure to environmental elements,
or substandard installation. This deterioration can create short circuits or overloads,
leading to overheating of the wires. When wires become frayed or damaged, they can
expose metal conductors that pose a risk of sparking or creating contact with flammable
materials, greatly increasing the likelihood of fire.  In healthcare settings, where
electrical devices and equipment are in constant use, old or faulty wiring can contribute
to dangerous situations if not properly maintained or replaced. Regular inspections and
adherence to safety standards are crucial in preventing these types of hazards, as
outdated wiring systems may not have the capability to handle the electrical loads
required by modern medical equipment.

2. Which procedure is essential for managing electrical
hazards?
A. Storing all cords in the same area
B. Switching off equipment after every use
C. Regularly spacing out electrical inspections
D. Documenting all unplanned outages

Switching off equipment after every use is essential for managing electrical hazards
because it ensures that electrical devices are not left energized when not in use. This
practice significantly reduces the risk of accidental electrocution or equipment
malfunction. By de-energizing equipment, healthcare facilities can minimize the
potential for electric shock, particularly in environments where water may be present or
in areas where staff and patients are in close contact with electrical devices.  In addition,
this practice contributes to promoting a culture of safety within the healthcare
environment, where all staff are encouraged to prioritize electrical safety as part of their
routine. This approach also aligns with best practices outlined by OSHA, emphasizing the
importance of routinely managing equipment to prevent electrical hazards effectively.
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3. What should be checked in patient-care electrical
equipment before use?
A. Battery life and color scheme
B. Signs of damage, proper grounding, and functionality
C. Weight and user ergonomics
D. Manufacturer's reputation and reviews

Before using patient-care electrical equipment, it is essential to check for signs of
damage, proper grounding, and functionality. This ensures the safety of both the patient
and the healthcare provider by minimizing the risk of electrical hazards.   Signs of
damage can include frayed wires, cracked housings, or any visible wear that might
compromise the equipment’s integrity. Ensuring proper grounding is critical, as it helps
prevent electrical shock by providing a safe pathway for electricity in case of a fault.
Checking for functionality involves testing the equipment to confirm that it operates as
intended and can provide accurate measurements or necessary treatments.  By focusing
on these factors—damage, grounding, and functionality—healthcare practitioners can
significantly lower the risk of electrocution and ensure that the equipment they use is
safe and reliable for patient care.

4. When is it permissible to use extension cords in a
healthcare facility?
A. As a permanent solution for all electrical needs
B. Only as a temporary solution and under strict guidelines
C. Whenever deemed necessary by staff
D. During inspections by safety personnel

Using extension cords in a healthcare facility is permissible only as a temporary solution
and must adhere to strict guidelines. This is because extension cords are not designed
for permanent use and can pose serious safety hazards if not managed properly. In a
healthcare setting, where patient safety is paramount, relying on extension cords as a
long-term solution can increase the risk of electrical hazards, such as electrocution, fire,
and equipment malfunction.  Regulations and safety standards emphasize that temporary
use of extension cords should be limited to specific situations where no other options are
available. Additionally, they must be in good condition, properly rated for the intended
use, and kept away from walkways to avoid tripping hazards. Guidelines typically require
that cords are used only for devices that require lower power and are not overloaded,
thus minimizing the risk of overheating and electrical faults.  In contrast, permanent
solutions for electrical needs should involve hardwiring or proper installation of outlets
that meet the facility's requirements. This approach establishes a safer, more reliable
electrical system tailored to the healthcare environment's demands. Each of these safety
measures plays a crucial role in maintaining an environment that protects both patients
and staff from electrical hazards.
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5. Which standard is critical for electrical installations in
healthcare environments?
A. Environmental Protection Standards
B. Building Code Compliance
C. National Electrical Code (NEC)
D. Occupational Health Guidelines

The National Electrical Code (NEC) is critical for electrical installations in healthcare
environments because it establishes comprehensive safety standards for electrical wiring
and equipment. The NEC is designed to ensure that electrical installations are safe for
the public and reduce the risk of electrical shock, fires, and other hazards, which is
especially important in healthcare settings where vulnerable populations may be at risk.  
In healthcare facilities, specific NEC provisions address the unique needs of patient care
areas, ensuring that electrical systems can safely support medical devices, equipment,
and technologies used in patient treatment and monitoring. Compliance with the NEC
helps healthcare providers maintain a safe environment for both patients and staff,
thereby preventing electrocution hazards that could arise from improper electrical
installations.   By following the guidelines set forth in the NEC, healthcare facilities not
only meet regulatory requirements but also enhance the overall safety and reliability of
their electrical systems, which is paramount in environments where patients rely on
continuous power for critical care.

6. What immediate action should be taken if an employee
feels a shock from an electrical device?
A. Continue using the device
B. Report to the safety officer
C. Turn off the device and move away
D. Ignore it, as it may not be severe

When an employee feels a shock from an electrical device, the immediate action of
turning off the device and moving away is essential for ensuring their safety and
preventing further injury. This response is critical because it helps to eliminate the risk
of prolonged exposure to electrical current, which can lead to more severe injuries or
even fatality. By switching off the device, the electrical hazard is removed, reducing the
chance of further electrical shocks either to the affected employee or to others who may
inadvertently come into contact with the device.  Additionally, moving away from the
device helps to safeguard against any potential residual electrical hazards. This action
serves as a precautionary measure because, even after noticing a shock, the device might
still be live and dangerous. Properly handling the situation in this manner not only
protects the individual but also exemplifies the appropriate response to electrical
incidents in healthcare settings, where patient safety and staff safety are paramount. 
This course of action aligns with workplace safety protocols and OSHA regulations that
emphasize the importance of mitigating electrical hazards effectively and immediately.
Following such procedures reinforces a culture of safety and responsibility within the
work environment.
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7. What should be done during a power outage in a
healthcare facility regarding electrical equipment?
A. Turn off all non-essential equipment
B. Continue using equipment as normal
C. All critical equipment must be powered by backup generators

or UPS
D. Use candles to provide light

During a power outage in a healthcare facility, the primary concern is ensuring that
critical medical equipment remains functional to safeguard patient care and safety.
Utilizing backup generators or uninterruptible power supplies (UPS) for all critical
equipment is essential, as this maintains their operation and prevents adverse outcomes
that could arise if life-supporting devices lose power.  Critical equipment, such as
ventilators, infusion pumps, and monitoring devices, must remain operational to support
patients' needs. Backup power systems are specifically designed to kick in immediately or
shortly after a power failure, ensuring that these vital services are uninterrupted. 
Additionally, this approach aligns with safety regulations and guidelines set forth by
organizations like OSHA, which emphasize the importance of maintaining safe
operational standards, especially in environments where lives may depend on continuous
monitoring and device functionality.

8. What is a common consequence of not adhering to
electrical safety practices?
A. Enhanced equipment performance
B. Reduced operational costs
C. Increased risk of electrical accidents and injuries
D. Improved staff confidence

Not adhering to electrical safety practices in healthcare settings can significantly
increase the risk of electrical accidents and injuries. This is particularly crucial in
environments where numerous electronic devices are used, such as hospitals and clinics.
Without proper safety measures, the likelihood of electrocution, electrical fires, or
malfunctioning equipment rises.   These accidents can lead to severe consequences for
both patients and staff, including life-threatening injuries, prolonged recovery times, and
potential legal ramifications for healthcare facilities. Proper electrical safety practices,
such as regular equipment inspections, grounding, and training for staff, are vital to
minimize these risks and ensure a safe environment for everyone involved. This choice
highlights the importance of adherence to safety protocols to protect against potentially
devastating outcomes associated with electrical hazards.
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9. What can occur if a piece of medical equipment is not
properly maintained?
A. No significant risks
B. Improved operational efficiency
C. Increased potential for electrical hazards
D. Decreased employee training requirements

When medical equipment is not properly maintained, it can lead to an increased potential
for electrical hazards. This is particularly critical in healthcare settings where equipment
is frequently used and directly interacts with patients. Poor maintenance can result in
various issues, such as frayed wires, malfunctioning insulation, or compromised
grounding. Each of these problems can create scenarios where electric currents may
escape or travel through unintended paths, increasing the risk of electric shock for both
patients and healthcare workers. Proper maintenance is essential to keep equipment
functioning safely and reliably, ensuring that it minimizes any risks associated with
electrical hazards. Regular inspections and servicing help to identify and resolve
potential issues before they lead to dangerous situations.

10. What is a common misconception about electrical
hazards?
A. That only high-voltage equipment poses a risk of

electrocution
B. That all electrical equipment is equally dangerous
C. That electrical hazards can only occur in industrial settings
D. That new equipment does not pose risks

The belief that only high-voltage equipment poses a risk of electrocution is a common
misconception because electrical hazards can arise from low-voltage equipment as well.
In healthcare settings, many devices used daily, such as medical monitors, infusion
pumps, and other electronic equipment, operate at lower voltages but still carry
significant risks if they are not maintained properly, grounded correctly, or used
inappropriately. It’s essential to recognize that even seemingly minor electrical issues
with low-voltage devices can result in dangerous situations, including injury or death
from shock or electrocution.  Understanding that electrical hazards are not limited to
high-voltage equipment is critical for ensuring safety in various settings. This awareness
encourages proper training, regular maintenance, and adherence to safety protocols,
thus protecting healthcare workers and patients from potential electrical injuries.

Sample study guide, visit https://oshaavoidingelectrocutionhazards.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 15

SA
M

PLE



Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://oshaavoidingelectrocutionhazards.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!

Sample study guide, visit https://oshaavoidingelectrocutionhazards.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions  v-1769477535 | Page 16

SA
M

PLE


