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1. What must happen to instruments prior to sterilization?
A. Washed with warm water
B. Sanitized with Madacide
C. Brushed and/or swabbed to remove foreign material and/or

debris
D. Soaked in alcohol

2. If an individual fails any section of the written examination
after three attempts, what action must they take?
A. Complete 50 hours of community service
B. Complete 100 hours of instruction in theory
C. Complete 150 hours in instruction in practical
D. Wait 3 months and retake the exam

3. How long should biological test results be retained?
A. One year
B. Two years
C. Three years
D. Seven years

4. Circumscribed collections of pus in the skin are known as
what?
A. Pimples
B. Plaques
C. Macules
D. Abscesses

5. What is the primary goal of personal protective equipment
(PPE)?
A. Enhance aesthetic appearance
B. Prevent occupational injuries and illnesses
C. Provide comfort and convenience
D. Replace necessary workplace training
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6. The second most common form of skin cancer is called?
A. Basal cell carcinoma
B. Squamous cell carcinoma
C. Telangiectasis
D. Bullae

7. What might be included in the instruments used during
tattooing services?
A. Inks
B. Needles
C. Stencils
D. All of the above

8. How many hours of continuing education can be carried
forward into the next renewal period?
A. 6 hours
B. 8 hours
C. 10 hours
D. 12 hours

9. How often must licensed tattoo practitioners undergo
continuing education?
A. Annually
B. Every 3 years
C. Every 6 months
D. Every 2 years

10. What is one of the necessary practices to prevent
infection during tattooing?
A. Frequent breaks during procedures
B. Keeping the workspace cluttered
C. Wearing gloves at all times
D. Using the same needle multiple times
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Answers
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1. C
2. B
3. B
4. D
5. B
6. B
7. D
8. B
9. A
10. C
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Explanations
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1. What must happen to instruments prior to sterilization?
A. Washed with warm water
B. Sanitized with Madacide
C. Brushed and/or swabbed to remove foreign material and/or

debris
D. Soaked in alcohol

For effective sterilization, it is crucial that instruments are thoroughly prepared to
ensure that all contaminants are removed. The process of brushing and/or swabbing
instruments to eliminate foreign material and debris is essential because any remaining
organic matter can protect harmful pathogens from the sterilization process. If
instruments are not clean prior to sterilization, the heat or chemicals used may not
penetrate effectively, compromising the sterilization outcome.   While washing
instruments with warm water, sanitizing with solutions like Madacide, or soaking in
alcohol can be part of a broader cleaning and sanitization protocol, these methods do not
specifically address the need to physically remove all visible debris and contaminants as
efficiently as brushing and/or swabbing does. Without this critical initial step, the
effectiveness of the subsequent sterilization process is at risk.

2. If an individual fails any section of the written examination
after three attempts, what action must they take?
A. Complete 50 hours of community service
B. Complete 100 hours of instruction in theory
C. Complete 150 hours in instruction in practical
D. Wait 3 months and retake the exam

The requirement to complete 100 hours of instruction in theory after failing any section
of the written examination three times reflects the need for a deeper understanding of
the concepts and practices related to tattooing. This measure ensures that the individual
gains comprehensive knowledge in areas such as health and safety standards, hygiene
practices, and tattoo techniques, which are crucial for a professional tattoo artist.   The
emphasis on theoretical instruction over practical or community service is rooted in the
necessity of having a strong theoretical foundation before moving on to more hands-on
experiences. Mastering the theoretical aspects allows aspiring tattoo artists to apply
their knowledge effectively and safely in practical situations once they are permitted to
retake the examination. This helps maintain high standards within the tattooing
profession and promotes public safety.
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3. How long should biological test results be retained?
A. One year
B. Two years
C. Three years
D. Seven years

The retention of biological test results is an important aspect of maintaining proper
records in tattooing and body art practices. The correct duration for retaining these
results is two years. This two-year timeframe is typically established to ensure that there
is enough data available for reference in case of any health-related inquiries or issues
arising from the procedures performed.   This duration balances the need for
accountability and safety, allowing practitioners and regulatory bodies to have access to
historical data during this period. Retaining biological test results for this length of time
supports public health initiatives and helps tattoo artists to demonstrate compliance with
health standards and regulations, providing crucial information if any concerns about
infections or contamination arise post-procedure.   Choosing a longer or shorter
retention period may not align with established guidelines, as shorter terms might
inadequately address potential health inquiries, while excessively long retention could
lead to unnecessary administrative burdens without clear health benefits.

4. Circumscribed collections of pus in the skin are known as
what?
A. Pimples
B. Plaques
C. Macules
D. Abscesses

Circumscribed collections of pus in the skin are referred to as abscesses. An abscess
forms when a localized infection causes the body to produce pus, which is made up of
dead tissue, bacteria, and immune cells. This collection of pus becomes encapsulated
within a pocket in the skin, leading to the formation of a swollen, painful area.  
Abscesses are often associated with bacterial infections and can occur anywhere in the
body, including the skin. They are typically characterized by redness, warmth, swelling,
and tenderness in the affected area. Treatment often involves drainage of the pus and
sometimes antibiotic therapy to address the underlying infection.  In contrast, pimples
are generally small red bumps caused by clogged pores and do not represent a collection
of pus in the same encapsulated manner. Plaques are raised areas of skin that may have a
variety of causes and are not specifically pus-filled. Macules are flat, discolored spots on
the skin without elevation and do not involve pus at all. Understanding these distinctions
helps clarify why abscesses specifically denote the circumscribed collections of pus you
are asking about.
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5. What is the primary goal of personal protective equipment
(PPE)?
A. Enhance aesthetic appearance
B. Prevent occupational injuries and illnesses
C. Provide comfort and convenience
D. Replace necessary workplace training

The primary goal of personal protective equipment (PPE) is to prevent occupational
injuries and illnesses. PPE serves as a critical barrier between the worker and various
hazards that they may encounter in their workplace, particularly in environments such as
tattoo studios where exposure to bloodborne pathogens, chemicals, and other safety risks
is prevalent. By using appropriate PPE, such as gloves, masks, and protective clothing,
workers can significantly reduce the risk of injury and health issues that can arise from
their tasks, thereby promoting a safer working environment.   While comfort and
convenience are important factors in choosing PPE, they should not overshadow the
primary purpose of safety. Enhancing aesthetic appearance is not a goal of PPE, although
some items may be designed to look presentable. Additionally, PPE is intended to
supplement, not eliminate, the need for proper training on hazard recognition and safety
protocols. This ensures that workers are both educated and equipped to handle their
duties safely.

6. The second most common form of skin cancer is called?
A. Basal cell carcinoma
B. Squamous cell carcinoma
C. Telangiectasis
D. Bullae

The second most common form of skin cancer is squamous cell carcinoma. This type of
cancer arises from the squamous cells, which are flat cells that make up the outer layer
of the skin. While basal cell carcinoma is the most prevalent form of skin cancer,
squamous cell carcinoma follows closely as a significant concern in dermatology. 
Squamous cell carcinoma can develop in areas of the skin that are frequently exposed to
the sun, making it more common in people with prolonged sun exposure. It is crucial to
recognize its symptoms and seek early treatment, as it can spread to other parts of the
body if not addressed properly.  In contrast, the other options—telangiectasis and
bullae—are not types of skin cancer. Telangiectasis refers to small dilated blood vessels
visible on the skin's surface, and bullae are large blisters that can occur due to various
skin conditions but are unrelated to cancer. Understanding the distinctions between
these terms is essential for recognizing and responding to skin conditions appropriately.
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7. What might be included in the instruments used during
tattooing services?
A. Inks
B. Needles
C. Stencils
D. All of the above

Instruments used during tattooing services typically include a variety of essential tools
that are crucial to the process. Inks are used to create the actual design on the skin,
offering different colors and consistencies that contribute to the overall aesthetic of the
tattoo. Needles are vital for delivering the ink into the skin, as they puncture the
epidermis and allow for the ink to settle into the dermis, which is the foundational layer
for permanent tattoos. Stencils aid in the application process by providing a guide for the
tattoo artist; they help ensure that the design is both accurate and properly positioned on
the body before the actual tattooing begins.  In orchestrating a successful tattooing
service, all these components play a pivotal role, making the inclusion of inks, needles,
and stencils essential to the tattooing process. Each element contributes significantly to
the outcome of the work and the safety of the procedure, which is why the presence of all
these items is recognized as critical in the instruments utilized during tattooing.

8. How many hours of continuing education can be carried
forward into the next renewal period?
A. 6 hours
B. 8 hours
C. 10 hours
D. 12 hours

The correct number of hours of continuing education that can be carried forward into the
next renewal period is determined by the regulations set forth by the state of Oregon for
tattoo practitioners. Specifically, individuals are permitted to carry forward a maximum
of 8 hours of completed continuing education into the next renewal period. This policy is
designed to encourage ongoing education while also recognizing the efforts of licensed
tattoo artists to accumulate more education than required within a given cycle.
Understanding these guidelines is crucial for compliance and maintaining an active
certification status in the state.

11Sample study guide. Visit https://oregonwrittentatoo.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



9. How often must licensed tattoo practitioners undergo
continuing education?
A. Annually
B. Every 3 years
C. Every 6 months
D. Every 2 years

Licensed tattoo practitioners are required to engage in continuing education annually to
maintain their licensure and stay updated with the latest techniques, safety protocols,
and regulatory changes in the tattooing industry. This requirement underscores the
importance of ongoing professional development and ensures that practitioners are
maintaining high standards of practice to protect both their clients and themselves.  By
engaging in continuing education every year, tattoo artists can improve their skills, learn
about new tools and technologies, and be informed about changes in health regulations
and industry standards. Such ongoing learning is crucial for enhancing the quality of
service they provide and for ensuring a safe environment for their clients. 
Understanding this requirement highlights the commitment to professionalism and the
necessity for tattoo artists to keep their knowledge and techniques current in a rapidly
evolving field.

10. What is one of the necessary practices to prevent
infection during tattooing?
A. Frequent breaks during procedures
B. Keeping the workspace cluttered
C. Wearing gloves at all times
D. Using the same needle multiple times

Wearing gloves at all times is a critical practice to prevent infection during tattooing.
Gloves serve as a barrier between the artist's skin and the client's skin, reducing the risk
of transferring pathogens, such as bacteria or viruses, that could potentially lead to
infections. The use of single-use gloves, preferably nitrile or latex, is essential to
maintain a sterile environment and ensure the safety of both the artist and the client.  In
a tattooing procedure, maintaining hygiene is paramount, and wearing gloves is a
fundamental aspect of that practice. The act of tattooing can create small wounds, which
are entry points for infection, making glove usage even more vital.  In contrast, taking
frequent breaks can disrupt the continuity of a procedure and may not contribute to
infection control. A cluttered workspace can increase the risk of contamination, and
using the same needle multiple times is not safe or hygienic, as it can lead to
cross-contamination and the transmission of bloodborne pathogens.
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