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1. What statement follows the requirement to wear protective
equipment during pesticide application?
A. Improper use may result in harm
B. The product should be kept away from children
C. Ensure equipment is maintained properly
D. Read the entire label before use

2. Which of the following practices is part of a cultural
control strategy?
A. Regularly rotating crops
B. Spraying pesticides weekly
C. Using barriers to block pests
D. Setting mechanical traps

3. Which part of the product formulation determines what
glove type is needed?
A. Color
B. Solvents
C. Active ingredient
D. Packaging type

4. What is the significance of the Signal Word on pesticide
labels?
A. It indicates the color of the packaging
B. It indicates the level of toxicity of the pesticide
C. It describes the intended use of the pesticide
D. It lists the manufacturing date

5. Which section of a pesticide label typically includes hazard
statements?
A. Product description
B. Precautions
C. Directions for use
D. First aid instructions
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6. True or false: Runoff and erosion are not sources of surface
water contamination by pesticides.
A. True
B. False
C. It depends on the pesticide
D. Only true for some pesticides

7. Which of the following is NOT a component of Integrated
Pest Management?
A. Biological tools
B. Cultural practices
C. Pesticide misuse
D. Chemical tools

8. What does the term "non-target organism" refer to?
A. Any organism that is intended to be eliminated by pesticides
B. Any organism that is not the intended target of pesticide

application but may still be affected
C. Organisms that help in the decomposition of pesticides
D. Breed resistant pests

9. What is the primary environmental concern associated with
pesticide runoff?
A. Soil erosion and degradation
B. Contamination of water sources and harm to aquatic life
C. Loss of biodiversity in the soil
D. Increased pest resistance in crops

10. Making use of plant varieties that are naturally resistant
to insect feeding is an example of which pest management
method?
A. Mechanical
B. Cultural
C. Genetic
D. Pesticidal
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5Sample study guide. Visit https://oregonpesticide.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. D
2. A
3. B
4. B
5. B
6. B
7. C
8. B
9. B
10. C
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Explanations
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1. What statement follows the requirement to wear protective
equipment during pesticide application?
A. Improper use may result in harm
B. The product should be kept away from children
C. Ensure equipment is maintained properly
D. Read the entire label before use

The requirement to wear protective equipment during pesticide application is closely tied
to the necessity of fully understanding the product's label. Reading the entire label
before use ensures that applicators become familiar with the specific instructions
regarding the required personal protective equipment (PPE), along with any potential
hazards associated with the pesticide. The label provides critical information such as the
type of protective gear recommended, which can include gloves, goggles, respirators, and
long-sleeved clothing, depending on the product's toxicity and application method.  While
other options mention important safety considerations (such as product storage and
equipment maintenance), they do not address the direct responsibility of the applicator
to ensure safety through knowledge of the product. Understanding the label and its
requirements is essential for safe application and compliance with regulations, making it
an important part of the preparation process before handling pesticides.

2. Which of the following practices is part of a cultural
control strategy?
A. Regularly rotating crops
B. Spraying pesticides weekly
C. Using barriers to block pests
D. Setting mechanical traps

Cultural control strategies focus on modifying agricultural practices to prevent pest
infestations and promote crop health. Regularly rotating crops is a fundamental practice
in this strategy. By rotating crops, you disrupt the life cycles of pests and reduce their
populations because different crops often require different pest species. This
diversification in planting can naturally lower the pest pressure that builds up when the
same crop is grown repeatedly in the same location, which is known as monocropping. 
This method also improves soil health and can enhance the resilience of the crops,
making them less attractive to pests and diseases. Other practices like spraying
pesticides, using barriers, and setting traps are considered chemical and physical
controls rather than cultural controls. While these methods may be effective, they do not
involve the broader agricultural management practices that are characteristic of cultural
control.
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3. Which part of the product formulation determines what
glove type is needed?
A. Color
B. Solvents
C. Active ingredient
D. Packaging type

The type of solvents present in a pesticide formulation is crucial when determining what
glove type is required for handling the product safely. Solvents can influence the
permeability of the gloves, meaning they can either protect or fail to protect the skin
from the chemicals. Different solvents have varying chemical properties that interact
with glove materials in distinct ways. Some solvents may penetrate certain glove
materials quickly, meaning that gloves made from those materials would not provide
adequate protection.   Choosing the right glove type based on the solvent information
ensures that handlers are protected from harmful substances that could cause skin
irritation, absorption, or other health risks. The active ingredient and the formulation do
play roles in the overall toxicity and how safely the product can be handled, but it is
primarily the solvents that dictate the compatibility of gloves with the formulation. Other
options like color and packaging type don't typically impact glove choice in terms of
safety and chemical compatibility.

4. What is the significance of the Signal Word on pesticide
labels?
A. It indicates the color of the packaging
B. It indicates the level of toxicity of the pesticide
C. It describes the intended use of the pesticide
D. It lists the manufacturing date

The significance of the Signal Word on pesticide labels lies in its indication of the level of
toxicity of the pesticide. Signal Words are standardized terms used to inform users about
the potential hazards associated with the chemical product. They help categorize
pesticides based on their toxicity levels, guiding users in making informed decisions
about handling and application.  For instance, different Signal Words such as "Danger,"
"Warning," and "Caution" convey varying degrees of toxicity. "Danger" typically indicates
a very high level of toxicity, often suggesting that the pesticide can cause severe harm or
potentially fatal consequences with minimal exposure. "Warning" denotes a moderate
level of toxicity, while "Caution" points to the lowest level of toxicity among the three. 
This classification is crucial for ensuring the safe use of pesticides, as it alerts
individuals to the necessary safety precautions to take based on the toxicity level. By
understanding the significance of Signal Words, users can better protect themselves,
others, and the environment while utilizing these products effectively.
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5. Which section of a pesticide label typically includes hazard
statements?
A. Product description
B. Precautions
C. Directions for use
D. First aid instructions

The section of a pesticide label that typically includes hazard statements is the one that
outlines precautions. This section is crucial for informing users about potential risks
associated with the product, such as toxicity to humans, animals, or the environment.
Hazard statements help users assess the safety measures required when handling or
applying the pesticide. They may include information on potential health effects,
necessary personal protective equipment, and guidelines to minimize exposure. 
Understanding the nuances of this section is vital for safe pesticide use. While other
sections provide essential information such as usage instructions, product descriptions,
or first aid measures, the precautions section specifically focuses on the potential
dangers and necessary safety protocols, allowing users to make informed decisions to
protect themselves and comply with regulations.

6. True or false: Runoff and erosion are not sources of surface
water contamination by pesticides.
A. True
B. False
C. It depends on the pesticide
D. Only true for some pesticides

Runoff and erosion are significant contributors to surface water contamination by
pesticides. When pesticides are applied to agricultural fields or landscapes, they can be
carried away from the application site by rainwater or melting snow, leading to runoff.
This runoff can transport pesticides into nearby streams, rivers, lakes, and other bodies
of water, where they can harm aquatic life and affect human health.  Erosion also plays a
role, as soil particles that have adsorbed pesticides can be carried off by wind or water,
again leading to contamination of surface water bodies. This movement of
pesticide-laden soil contributes to the overall load of contaminants entering these
waters.  Given this context, it's clear that the statement claiming runoff and erosion are
not sources of surface water contamination by pesticides is incorrect, making the answer
false. Understanding the mechanisms by which pesticides can reach surface water is
crucial for implementing effective management practices and minimizing any adverse
environmental impacts.
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7. Which of the following is NOT a component of Integrated
Pest Management?
A. Biological tools
B. Cultural practices
C. Pesticide misuse
D. Chemical tools

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is a holistic approach to managing pests, which
emphasizes the use of multiple strategies to minimize pest populations while reducing
risks to human health, non-target organisms, and the environment. The components of
IPM generally include biological tools, cultural practices, and chemical tools, all of which
are designed to work together effectively.  Biological tools involve the use of natural
predators, parasites, or pathogens to control pest populations, promoting biodiversity
and reducing reliance on synthetic chemicals. Cultural practices refer to agricultural
techniques that prevent pests from becoming a problem in the first place, such as crop
rotation, maintaining proper plant spacing, and implementing sanitation measures. 
Chemical tools pertain to the use of pesticides, which can be an important part of IPM
when used judiciously and in conjunction with other methods. This can include selecting
the right product, timing applications correctly, and applying the appropriate dosage to
minimize environmental impacts.  Conversely, pesticide misuse is not an accepted
practice within IPM. Misuse can lead to ineffective pest control, environmental harm,
and increased resistance among pest populations. Therefore, highlighting the
significance of employing pesticides responsibly supports the fundamental principles of
Integrated Pest Management, making it clear that pesticide misuse is not a legitimate or
effective component of IPM strategies

8. What does the term "non-target organism" refer to?
A. Any organism that is intended to be eliminated by pesticides
B. Any organism that is not the intended target of pesticide

application but may still be affected
C. Organisms that help in the decomposition of pesticides
D. Breed resistant pests

The term "non-target organism" refers to any organism that is not the intended target of
pesticide application but may still be affected. This includes beneficial insects, wildlife,
plants, and other organisms that could be harmed by pesticides even though they are not
the primary focus of the application. Understanding this concept is crucial for integrated
pest management and environmental protection, as it highlights the importance of
applying pesticides carefully to minimize unintended consequences.  The incorrect
options relate to the broader context of pesticide application. The first option pertains to
organisms that pesticides are specifically designed to eliminate, which does not align
with the definition of non-target organisms. The third option focuses on decomposing
organisms, which may not be directly relevant to non-target effects from pesticides.
Lastly, the fourth option discusses resistance development in pests rather than the
impact on organisms not intended to be affected by a pesticide application. Together,
these distinctions clarify the importance of recognizing and safeguarding non-target
organisms during pesticide use.
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9. What is the primary environmental concern associated with
pesticide runoff?
A. Soil erosion and degradation
B. Contamination of water sources and harm to aquatic life
C. Loss of biodiversity in the soil
D. Increased pest resistance in crops

The primary environmental concern associated with pesticide runoff is the contamination
of water sources and harm to aquatic life. When pesticides are applied to agricultural
fields, they can be washed away by rain or irrigation, traveling through the soil and into
nearby rivers, lakes, and wetlands. This runoff can introduce harmful chemicals into
aquatic ecosystems, posing significant risks to a variety of organisms, including fish,
amphibians, and invertebrates.  Aquatic life can experience toxic effects due to exposure
to these contaminants, which can lead to disruptions in reproductive systems, growth,
and development, and even population declines. Additionally, there can be broader
ecological implications, such as the alteration of food webs and habitat degradation.
Protecting water quality is therefore critical in managing pesticide use and preventing
harm to both local wildlife and human communities that depend on these water sources
for drinking and recreation.

10. Making use of plant varieties that are naturally resistant
to insect feeding is an example of which pest management
method?
A. Mechanical
B. Cultural
C. Genetic
D. Pesticidal

Utilizing plant varieties that are naturally resistant to insect feeding exemplifies the
genetic method of pest management. This approach involves selecting and breeding
plants that have inherent traits allowing them to withstand pest pressures, thereby
reducing the reliance on chemical pesticides. Genetically resistant plants offer a
sustainable way to manage pests because they can deter feeding or reproduction of pests
through their natural characteristics.  This method is particularly effective as it can lead
to long-term control of pest populations. In contrast to mechanical methods, which
involve direct physical actions to control pests, or cultural practices that modify
environmental conditions to make them less favorable for pests, genetic pest
management directly addresses the pest issue through inherent plant properties.
Pesticidal methods, on the other hand, rely on the application of chemicals to eliminate
pests, which may not be as sustainable or environmentally friendly as using genetically
resistant plants.

 v-1765414872 | Page 12Sample study guide. Visit https://oregonpesticide.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE


