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1. Which of the following items is considered a low-level
disinfectant?
A. A substance registered with the EPA that kills all bacteria
B. A cleaning agent with limited effectiveness against germs
C. An agent with fungicidal properties only
D. A product that is effective against viruses and bacteria

2. What should be done with used wax in a paraffin bath?
A. Stored for reuse
B. Discarded immediately
C. Laid out to air-dry
D. Mixed with fresh wax

3. How long must an applicant wait to retake a written
examination after the first failed attempt?
A. Five calendar days
B. Seven calendar days
C. Ten calendar days
D. Two weeks

4. What does the term "Practitioner" refer to in the context of
Oregon cosmetology?
A. A person certified to perform services included within a field

of practice
B. A business entity providing services in a field of practice
C. An individual authorized to teach cosmetology
D. A student learning within a cosmetology school

5. What type of registration must a practitioner who is not an
employee but operates within a licensed facility hold?
A. Freelance authorization
B. Independent contractor registration
C. Apprentice license
D. Student permit
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6. How should the work area be kept when performing
services?
A. Disorganized for efficiency
B. Clean and properly arranged
C. Only clean once a day
D. Condition does not matter

7. What must be done with chemicals that are highly reactive
or in containers greater than one gallon?
A. Stored in common areas
B. Stored in safety-valve containers or separate cabinets
C. Kept in open cabinets
D. Mixed with non-reactive substances

8. Estheticians must not use any formulation of alpha-hydroxy
acids greater than what percentage?
A. 20 percent
B. 25 percent
C. 30 percent
D. 35 percent

9. What is the definition of "Registration" in Oregon state
cosmetology law?
A. A written authorization for a practitioner to practice in

Oregon
B. A written authorization for an independent contractor to

operate as a business
C. A certificate issued to state-licensed schools
D. A permit required for temporary practice

10. Shampoo bowls and sinks must be free of what?
A. Dirt and dust
B. Hair and residue
C. Water and chemicals
D. Only residue
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Answers
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1. D
2. B
3. B
4. A
5. B
6. B
7. B
8. C
9. B
10. B
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1. Which of the following items is considered a low-level
disinfectant?
A. A substance registered with the EPA that kills all bacteria
B. A cleaning agent with limited effectiveness against germs
C. An agent with fungicidal properties only
D. A product that is effective against viruses and bacteria

In the context of disinfectants, a low-level disinfectant is characterized by its ability to
kill some bacteria, fewer germs than higher-level disinfectants, and may not be effective
against all pathogens. A product that is effective against viruses and bacteria fits within
this category because it provides a basic level of germicidal activity against these specific
microorganisms without achieving the broad-spectrum efficacy seen in higher-level or
intermediate disinfectants.   This means such a product may be suitable for cleaning
surfaces that come into contact with low-risk procedures or general environmental
surfaces, but it would not be appropriate for areas that require high-level disinfection,
such as surgical instruments or clinical settings where the risk of contamination is much
higher.   Other options, although they mention germicidal properties, represent higher
levels of disinfectants—like those that kill all bacteria or specifically target
fungi—thereby exceeding the criteria for a low-level disinfectant. Thus, the definition
aligns best with the chosen answer, as it captures the essence of what a low-level
disinfectant can effectively do.

2. What should be done with used wax in a paraffin bath?
A. Stored for reuse
B. Discarded immediately
C. Laid out to air-dry
D. Mixed with fresh wax

Used wax in a paraffin bath should be discarded immediately due to sanitation and
hygiene concerns. After a treatment, the wax has been in direct contact with the skin,
which can lead to contamination. It is crucial to maintain a clean and safe environment
in any cosmetology practice, especially when dealing with skin treatments that may lead
to infections or adverse reactions.  Reusing wax not only increases the risk of
transmitting bacteria or other pathogens but also diminishes the quality of the product.
The fresh wax ensures that the client receives the best possible treatment, free from
contaminants. Proper sanitation practices are essential to adhere to state regulations
and maintain the health and safety of both clients and practitioners.
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3. How long must an applicant wait to retake a written
examination after the first failed attempt?
A. Five calendar days
B. Seven calendar days
C. Ten calendar days
D. Two weeks

An applicant must wait seven calendar days to retake a written examination after their
first failed attempt. This waiting period is established by Oregon state law to ensure that
candidates have a reasonable amount of time to prepare and study for the exam again,
thereby increasing the likelihood of success on subsequent attempts. This policy aims to
promote competency in the field of cosmetology, ultimately benefiting both the
practitioners and the clients they serve.   While the other choices present various waiting
periods, none align with the specific regulations outlined by the Oregon Board of
Cosmetology. The seven-day requirement strikes a balance between allowing enough time
for preparation while still being relatively prompt for those seeking licensure.

4. What does the term "Practitioner" refer to in the context of
Oregon cosmetology?
A. A person certified to perform services included within a field

of practice
B. A business entity providing services in a field of practice
C. An individual authorized to teach cosmetology
D. A student learning within a cosmetology school

The term "Practitioner" in the context of Oregon cosmetology specifically refers to an
individual who has been certified to perform various services aligned with their field of
practice. This definition encompasses the skills and qualifications necessary for someone
to offer professional services such as hair cutting, styling, skin care, or nail treatments to
clients, ensuring that they adhere to the established standards and legal requirements of
the profession in Oregon.  This distinction is important because practitioners must
typically meet specific licensing requirements and be knowledgeable about state laws,
safety protocols, and sanitation practices to ensure the well-being of their clients.
Understanding who qualifies as a practitioner helps clarify the professional landscape in
cosmetology, ensuring that clients receive services from qualified individuals.  The other
options, while related to the broader field of cosmetology, do not accurately define the
term "Practitioner." For example, business entities providing services or individuals
authorized to teach are categorized differently and do not directly engage in providing
personal services to clients. Additionally, students in cosmetology schools are in training
and not yet qualified or certified practitioners, which further delineates the role of a
practitioner within the industry.
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5. What type of registration must a practitioner who is not an
employee but operates within a licensed facility hold?
A. Freelance authorization
B. Independent contractor registration
C. Apprentice license
D. Student permit

A practitioner who operates within a licensed facility but is not classified as an employee
must hold an independent contractor registration. This type of registration is crucial
because it establishes the practitioner as a self-employed individual who provides
services independently while working under the umbrella of an established and licensed
business.   Holding an independent contractor registration allows the practitioner to
function legally within the facility while ensuring that the licensed establishment
remains compliant with state regulations regarding professional licensure. This pathway
typically requires the practitioner to fulfill specific criteria, including maintaining their
own liability insurance and managing their own taxes, which further emphasizes their
independent status.  The other types of registrations mentioned serve different purposes.
A freelance authorization generally applies to those who provide services outside of a
traditional employment model but may not cover arrangements made within a licensed
establishment. An apprentice license is designated for individuals in training under a
licensed professional, while a student permit is intended for those enrolled in a
cosmetology program and not yet fully qualified to practice. These distinctions underline
the importance of the independent contractor registration for practitioners working
autonomously within licensed facilities.

6. How should the work area be kept when performing
services?
A. Disorganized for efficiency
B. Clean and properly arranged
C. Only clean once a day
D. Condition does not matter

The work area must be kept clean and properly arranged to ensure a safe and sanitary
environment for both the cosmetologist and the client. Maintaining cleanliness is
essential to prevent the spread of bacteria, viruses, and other pathogens that can pose
health risks. A well-organized workspace allows for efficient service delivery, as it
enables the cosmetologist to easily find tools and products, minimizing interruptions
during services.  Additionally, a clean environment enhances the overall experience for
clients, contributing to their comfort and satisfaction with the services received. Properly
arranging the workspace also helps in adhering to state regulations and standards for
hygiene and safety in cosmetology practices. Keeping a tidy and orderly space reflects
professionalism and care, which can help build a positive reputation in the field.
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7. What must be done with chemicals that are highly reactive
or in containers greater than one gallon?
A. Stored in common areas
B. Stored in safety-valve containers or separate cabinets
C. Kept in open cabinets
D. Mixed with non-reactive substances

When handling chemicals that are highly reactive or are stored in containers larger than
one gallon, it is imperative to store them in safety-valve containers or dedicated separate
cabinets. This practice is crucial for ensuring safety in a workspace such as a salon or
cosmetology environment. Safety-valve containers are designed to prevent the escape of
dangerous vapors and to minimize the risk of explosions or chemical reactions that could
occur from exposure to air or moisture.   Separate cabinets provide an additional layer of
protection, allowing for the organization of hazardous materials in a way that reduces the
likelihood of accidental mixing or exposure. Proper storage minimizes risks not only to
the individuals handling these chemicals but also to the overall safety of the work
environment. Furthermore, adhering to such regulations helps mitigate legal liabilities
and promotes a culture of safety and responsibility.   The other options fail to recognize
the necessary precautions needed for handling volatile substances, which can lead to
hazardous situations if not managed correctly. Keeping chemicals in common areas, open
cabinets, or mixing them with non-reactive substances does not address the specific
safety needs for high-risk materials.

8. Estheticians must not use any formulation of alpha-hydroxy
acids greater than what percentage?
A. 20 percent
B. 25 percent
C. 30 percent
D. 35 percent

The correct answer is based on Oregon's specific regulations regarding the use of
alpha-hydroxy acids (AHAs) in esthetic practices. In Oregon, estheticians are permitted
to use formulations of alpha-hydroxy acids with a concentration of no greater than 30
percent. This limit is designed to ensure the safety and efficacy of these chemical agents
when applied to the skin, minimizing the risk of adverse reactions or over-exfoliation. 
Authorities set this cap to promote responsible use within the beauty industry, as higher
concentrations can lead to more intense exfoliation and potential skin damage if not
applied correctly. By establishing this guideline, Oregon aims to protect consumers and
maintain professional standards in skincare practices among licensed estheticians. 
Other percentages listed are either above this regulatory limit or are not supported by
current state laws, emphasizing the importance of adhering to the 30 percent guideline
established for practitioner safety and client welfare.
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9. What is the definition of "Registration" in Oregon state
cosmetology law?
A. A written authorization for a practitioner to practice in

Oregon
B. A written authorization for an independent contractor to

operate as a business
C. A certificate issued to state-licensed schools
D. A permit required for temporary practice

In the context of Oregon state cosmetology law, "registration" is defined as a written
authorization that allows an independent contractor to operate as a business. This
definition is crucial for understanding how independent contractors can lawfully perform
cosmetology services in the state. Registration ensures that these practitioners meet
specific regulatory standards, which helps maintain the professionalism and safety of the
cosmetology industry.  When independent contractors register, they demonstrate
compliance with the state's requirements, such as having the necessary licensing and
adhering to operational regulations set by the Oregon Board of Cosmetology. This
process safeguards both the practitioners and their clients by ensuring that services are
provided by qualified individuals in a legitimate manner.  Other definitions related to the
choices provided focus on different aspects of cosmetology practice. For instance, while a
written authorization for a practitioner to practice in Oregon may seem closely related, it
does not encapsulate the specificities of independent contractor status. Similarly,
certificates for state-licensed schools and permits for temporary practice pertain to other
regulatory functions within the industry but do not directly address the operating
capabilities of independent contractors. Understanding these distinctions reinforces the
importance of registration for independent contractors and its role in the broader
framework of cosmetic services in Oregon.

10. Shampoo bowls and sinks must be free of what?
A. Dirt and dust
B. Hair and residue
C. Water and chemicals
D. Only residue

Shampoo bowls and sinks must be free of hair and residue to ensure a clean and sanitary
environment for clients. Maintaining these areas free from hair is crucial because it can
harbor bacteria and pose a hygiene risk. Residue, which can include conditioner,
shampoo, or other products, can also lead to an unpleasant experience for the client and
can affect the effectiveness of the services being provided. By ensuring that shampoo
bowls and sinks are devoid of these contaminants, cosmetology professionals promote
health and safety standards that are essential in a salon setting, aligning with Oregon's
regulations and best practices. Keeping these areas clean not only supports sanitation
practices but also contributes to a professional atmosphere that enhances client trust
and satisfaction.
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