
Ontario
Operator-in-Training (OIT)
Practice Exam (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:
https://ontario-operatorintraining.examzify.com



Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://ontario-operatorintraining.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SA
M

PLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.......................................................................................
Table of Contents 2..........................................................................
Introduction 3..................................................................................
How to Use This Guide 4..................................................................
Questions 5.......................................................................................
Answers 8.........................................................................................
Explanations 10................................................................................
Next Steps 16...................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://ontario-operatorintraining.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SA
M

PLE



IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!

Sample study guide, visit https://ontario-operatorintraining.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 4

SA
M

PLE



Questions
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1. What is the main environmental benefit of disinfecting
wastewater?
A. It enhances nutrient absorption
B. It prevents disease transmission
C. It increases treatment costs
D. It promotes algae growth

2. What does the term 'turbidity' indicate in water quality
testing?
A. The presence of color
B. The presence of suspended particles
C. The hardness of the water
D. The temperature of the water

3. What is the main purpose of air vacuum valves in a piping
system?
A. To maintain constant water pressure
B. To release or admit air into the system
C. To prevent backflow of fluids
D. To filter harmful microorganisms

4. What is the primary function of check valves in a piping
system?
A. To allow fluid to flow in multiple directions
B. To ensure fluid flows in only one direction
C. To increase the pressure of the fluid
D. To measure the flow rate of the fluid

5. Which of the following is a dechlorinating agent?
A. Hydrogen peroxide
B. Chloroform
C. Ozone
D. Aldehyde
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6. Why should suspended particles be removed during the
water treatment process?
A. To enhance flavor
B. To reduce color in the water
C. To remove harmful particles and ensure pathogens are not

shielded during disinfection
D. To prevent water from becoming too acidic

7. What distinguishes a sequencing batch reactor from
conventional activated sludge systems?
A. It uses continuous flow through tanks
B. It is operated on a time-oriented batch process
C. It requires less oxygen
D. It does not involve microorganisms

8. What is the consequence of excessive moisture for chlorine
gas?
A. It produces an inert gas
B. It slows reaction rates
C. It increases toxicity
D. It enhances corrosion

9. What does the term 'backflow' refer to in water systems?
A. Flow in the opposite direction
B. Improper filtration
C. Reduced water pressure
D. Deterioration of pipes

10. What kind of samples do composite samples consist of?
A. Only samples from the same location
B. Samples collected at intervals from various locations
C. Continuous samples taken at a single point
D. Filtered samples from running water

Sample study guide, visit https://ontario-operatorintraining.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 7

SA
M

PLE



Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. B
4. B
5. A
6. C
7. B
8. D
9. A
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What is the main environmental benefit of disinfecting
wastewater?
A. It enhances nutrient absorption
B. It prevents disease transmission
C. It increases treatment costs
D. It promotes algae growth

Disinfecting wastewater plays a crucial role in public health by significantly reducing the
presence of pathogens, which are microorganisms that can cause diseases. This process
is essential for preventing disease transmission, particularly when treated wastewater is
released back into the environment or reused for agricultural or industrial purposes. By
ensuring that harmful bacteria, viruses, and other pathogens are eliminated, the
disinfection process protects individuals and communities from potential health risks
associated with contaminated water.  In contrast, the other options do not reflect the
primary environmental benefit of wastewater disinfection. Enhancing nutrient absorption
(first option) does not directly relate to disinfection, as it is more associated with how
wastewater can benefit soil or plant growth. Increasing treatment costs (third option)
contradicts the goal of disinfection, which is to enhance public health without necessarily
raising costs. Lastly, promoting algae growth (fourth option) is not a benefit of
disinfection; instead, high nutrient levels in wastewater could lead to excessive algae
blooms, which are often a harmful consequence of inadequate treatment. Therefore, the
focus on disease prevention encapsulates the most significant environmental benefit of
disinfecting wastewater.

2. What does the term 'turbidity' indicate in water quality
testing?
A. The presence of color
B. The presence of suspended particles
C. The hardness of the water
D. The temperature of the water

Turbidity is an important indicator of water quality that specifically refers to the
presence of suspended particles in water. These particles can include sediments, organic
material, bacteria, and other pollutants, which can affect the clarity of the water. High
turbidity levels can have adverse effects on aquatic life as they can block sunlight,
disrupting photosynthesis in plants, and can also indicate higher levels of contamination,
making water unsafe for consumption or recreation.   In contrast, the other options
address different water quality characteristics. The presence of color is indicated by
various impurities but does not relate to water clarity like turbidity does. The hardness of
water refers to the concentration of calcium and magnesium ions and is distinct from
turbidity. Likewise, temperature affects the physical properties of water, such as
solubility and chemical reactions, but does not provide information about the presence of
suspended particles.
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3. What is the main purpose of air vacuum valves in a piping
system?
A. To maintain constant water pressure
B. To release or admit air into the system
C. To prevent backflow of fluids
D. To filter harmful microorganisms

The main purpose of air vacuum valves in a piping system is to release or admit air into
the system. These valves help in managing the vacuum conditions that can develop within
pipelines. When the pressure inside a pipe drops significantly, it can create a vacuum
that may potentially cause damage to the pipe or impede the flow of the fluid. By
admitting air into the system, air vacuum valves mitigate these vacuum conditions,
ensuring the continued and efficient operation of the piping system.  Air vacuum valves
are essential for maintaining the integrity of the system and preventing issues such as
negative pressure, which can lead to collapsed pipes or reduced flow rates. They serve as
a safety mechanism to protect the overall infrastructure of the piping system and support
proper fluid dynamics. This function is distinct from other options like maintaining water
pressure, preventing backflow, or filtering microorganisms, which pertain to different
specific roles within a piping system.

4. What is the primary function of check valves in a piping
system?
A. To allow fluid to flow in multiple directions
B. To ensure fluid flows in only one direction
C. To increase the pressure of the fluid
D. To measure the flow rate of the fluid

The primary function of check valves in a piping system is to ensure that fluid flows in
only one direction. Check valves are designed to prevent backflow, which can be critical
in maintaining system integrity and preventing potential damage. In various applications,
such as in pumps and compressors, allowing fluid to flow backward could lead to
inefficiencies or mechanical failures. By automatically closing when flow in the reverse
direction occurs, check valves effectively safeguard the system, ensuring reliable and
efficient operation. Their design specifically focuses on this unidirectional flow,
distinguishing them from other types of valves that may permit bi-directional flow or
serve other functions.

Sample study guide, visit https://ontario-operatorintraining.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 12

SA
M

PLE



5. Which of the following is a dechlorinating agent?
A. Hydrogen peroxide
B. Chloroform
C. Ozone
D. Aldehyde

Hydrogen peroxide is recognized as a dechlorinating agent because it effectively reacts
with chlorine and chlorinated compounds, leading to the breakdown of these substances.
When hydrogen peroxide is introduced into water that contains chlorine, it can reduce
the chlorine concentrations by oxidizing the chlorine compounds into less harmful forms.
This reaction is particularly beneficial in water treatment processes, where excessive
chlorine can be detrimental to both human health and aquatic life.  Other options listed
do not serve this function. Chloroform, for example, is a chlorinated solvent and does not
act as a dechlorinating agent; rather, it can contribute to the presence of chlorinated
compounds. Ozone is primarily known for its strong oxidizing properties and is used to
disinfect water, but it does not specifically reduce chlorine as a dedicated dechlorination
agent. Aldehydes can be used in some disinfection processes, but they are not typically
utilized for dechlorination. Therefore, hydrogen peroxide stands out as the most effective
choice for this purpose.

6. Why should suspended particles be removed during the
water treatment process?
A. To enhance flavor
B. To reduce color in the water
C. To remove harmful particles and ensure pathogens are not

shielded during disinfection
D. To prevent water from becoming too acidic

Suspended particles in water can include a variety of materials, such as sediment,
organic matter, and microorganisms. Removing these particles is crucial for a couple of
reasons, particularly for ensuring the effectiveness of the disinfection process.  When
suspended particles are present in water, they can potentially shield harmful pathogens
from being effectively disinfected. Disinfectants like chlorine, ozone, or ultraviolet light
(UV) may not be able to reach and kill all pathogens if they are covered by these
particles. This shielding effect can leave some microorganisms viable, posing a health
risk to consumers. By removing the suspended particles before disinfection, the
treatment process allows for better penetration of disinfectants, ensuring that pathogens
are adequately destroyed and the water is safe for consumption.  In contrast, although
factors like flavor, color, and acidity are important considerations in water quality, they
are not the primary reasons for the removal of suspended particles during treatment. The
focus on protecting public health and ensuring microbial safety makes the removal of
harmful particles and preventing pathogen shielding the most compelling reason in the
context of water treatment.
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7. What distinguishes a sequencing batch reactor from
conventional activated sludge systems?
A. It uses continuous flow through tanks
B. It is operated on a time-oriented batch process
C. It requires less oxygen
D. It does not involve microorganisms

A sequencing batch reactor (SBR) is distinguished primarily by its operational
methodology, specifically its time-oriented batch process. In an SBR, all the treatment
steps—such as filling, aerating, settling, and decanting—are conducted within a single
vessel and occur in a sequential manner. This batch processing allows for flexibility in
managing the treatment without moving water between different tanks continuously, as
is typical in conventional activated sludge systems.  The batch nature of SBRs enables
operators to optimize each treatment phase separately, adapting the time spent in each
stage according to the specific needs of the wastewater being treated. As a result, SBRs
can effectively handle varying inflow rates and concentrations, making them suitable for
operations where these parameters can fluctuate.  The continuous flow characteristic of
conventional activated sludge systems, where water flows in and out through multiple
tanks for different stages of treatment, does not apply to SBRs; they operate uniquely
with a batch approach. Thus, the correct answer highlights the fundamental operational
principle that sets sequencing batch reactors apart from traditional methods.

8. What is the consequence of excessive moisture for chlorine
gas?
A. It produces an inert gas
B. It slows reaction rates
C. It increases toxicity
D. It enhances corrosion

Excessive moisture around chlorine gas enhances corrosion significantly. Chlorine is a
highly reactive halogen that can combine with water to form hydrochloric acid and
hypochlorous acid. These acids are corrosive and can damage various materials,
particularly metals. The presence of moisture accelerates these reactions, leading to
increased degradation and deterioration of infrastructure or equipment exposed to
chlorine. This is why managing moisture levels is vital in environments where chlorine
gas is present, as it can lead to potential structural failures and safety hazards.   In
contrast, the other options do not accurately represent the consequences of moisture on
chlorine gas. For instance, moisture does not produce an inert gas or slow reaction rates;
it can actually increase reaction rates through hydrolysis. Moreover, while chlorine can
be toxic, excessive moisture does not inherently increase its toxicity; rather, it influences
the associated corrosion and potential chemical hazards.

Sample study guide, visit https://ontario-operatorintraining.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 14

SA
M

PLE



9. What does the term 'backflow' refer to in water systems?
A. Flow in the opposite direction
B. Improper filtration
C. Reduced water pressure
D. Deterioration of pipes

The term 'backflow' in water systems refers specifically to the flow of water in the
opposite direction than intended. This phenomenon can occur due to various reasons
such as changes in pressure within the system, which might allow contaminants to enter
the clean water supply. Backflow is a significant concern in water quality management
and public health because it can lead to the contamination of potable water sources with
harmful substances.  Understanding backflow is essential for operators as it underscores
the importance of maintaining proper water pressure and implementing backflow
prevention devices, such as check valves or air gaps, to safeguard drinking water from
pollutants. The other options do not accurately describe backflow; rather, they relate to
issues that may arise in water systems but do not define the fundamental concept of flow
direction.

10. What kind of samples do composite samples consist of?
A. Only samples from the same location
B. Samples collected at intervals from various locations
C. Continuous samples taken at a single point
D. Filtered samples from running water

Composite samples consist of samples collected at intervals from various locations. This
method is utilized to create a representative sample that captures the variability within a
larger area or over time. By combining samples from different sites or at different times,
composite sampling helps to average out spatial and temporal differences, ensuring that
the sample reflects a more comprehensive picture of the overall conditions being studied.
This approach is particularly valuable in environmental monitoring, where factors such
as pollution levels can vary across different locations and times. It allows for more
accurate assessments and can be more efficient, as it reduces the need to analyze
numerous individual samples separately. Collecting samples in this manner helps in
gaining insights into the broader trends and patterns rather than just focusing on
isolated data points.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://ontario-operatorintraining.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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