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1. What social movement is associated with the establishment
of statehood for Oklahoma?
A. The Civil Rights Movement
B. The Progressive Movement
C. The Populist Movement
D. The Industrial Movement

2. Which Native American tribe is historically associated with
Oklahoma?
A. Cherokee
B. Seminole
C. Sioux
D. Navajo

3. In what year did conquistadors first cross Oklahoma?
A. 1492
B. 1540
C. 1601
D. 1680

4. What is papyrus primarily used for?
A. Construction materials
B. Making textiles
C. Creating paper
D. Food preservation

5. Why was LaHarpe significant in Oklahoma history?
A. He was one of the first traders to establish networks in the

area
B. He was an influential political figure
C. He invented new trading technologies
D. He led expeditions into the western territories
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6. Who was the first female chief of the Cherokee Nation?
A. Wilma Mankiller
B. Ruth A. Muskrat Bronson
C. Cheryl A. Tatum
D. Joy Harjo

7. Which library serves as a major historical repository for
Oklahoma's history?
A. The Oklahoma State Library
B. The National Archives
C. The Oklahoma Historical Society Library
D. The Library of Congress

8. Which culture was prominent in eastern Oklahoma around
1300?
A. Mississippian culture
B. Spirits of the Earth culture
C. Spiro Mound culture
D. Sand Soil Tradition

9. Which explorer is known for capturing Montezuma?
A. Cortez
B. DeSoto
C. Coronado
D. Onate

10. What was one primary reason for the importance of salt in
ancient Oklahoma trade?
A. It was used as currency
B. It was vital for food preservation
C. It symbolized wealth
D. It was used for ritualistic purposes
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Answers
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1. B
2. A
3. B
4. C
5. A
6. A
7. A
8. C
9. A
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What social movement is associated with the establishment
of statehood for Oklahoma?
A. The Civil Rights Movement
B. The Progressive Movement
C. The Populist Movement
D. The Industrial Movement

The establishment of statehood for Oklahoma is closely linked to the Progressive
Movement, which emerged in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This movement
aimed at addressing the issues of social reform, economic equity, and political corruption
during a time of rapid industrialization and urbanization in the United States.   In
Oklahoma, the Progressive Movement's influence was evident as activists sought to
improve the lives of workers, promote education and women's suffrage, and foster
governmental transparency and accountability. These reforms set the stage for the
territory to gain statehood in 1907. The Progressive Movement helped galvanize public
support for statehood by highlighting the need for a government that could address the
unique challenges of the region, including issues related to land policies, resource
management, and infrastructure development.  The other movements listed, while
significant in their own rights, do not directly correlate with the specific drive for
statehood in Oklahoma. The Civil Rights Movement focused more on racial equality and
justice rather than state governance, the Populist Movement emphasized agrarian
interests, and the Industrial Movement centered on industrial growth and labor rights.
Thus, the Progressive Movement is the most relevant context for understanding
Oklahoma's journey to statehood.

2. Which Native American tribe is historically associated with
Oklahoma?
A. Cherokee
B. Seminole
C. Sioux
D. Navajo

The Cherokee Nation is historically associated with Oklahoma due to significant
historical events, particularly the forced removal of the tribe from their ancestral lands
in the southeastern United States during the 1830s, known as the Trail of Tears.
Following this devastating relocation, many Cherokee people settled in what is now
Oklahoma, which at the time was designated as "Indian Territory." The Cherokee have
since established a strong presence and cultural influence in Oklahoma, continuing to
thrive as one of the largest tribal nations in the United States.   Although the Seminole
also have a historical connection to Oklahoma, particularly after their own forced
removals, the cultural and political identity of the Cherokee is more prominently linked
to the state's identity. The Sioux, primarily located in the northern Great Plains, and the
Navajo, primarily associated with the Southwestern United States, do not have significant
historical ties to Oklahoma as the Cherokee do. Thus, the Cherokee Tribe's rich history
and substantial population in Oklahoma solidify its primary association with the state.
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3. In what year did conquistadors first cross Oklahoma?
A. 1492
B. 1540
C. 1601
D. 1680

The year 1540 is significant in Oklahoma's history as it's when Spanish conquistador
Francisco Coronado led an expedition through parts of what is now Oklahoma. This
expedition was part of a broader exploration of the North American continent in search
of wealth and new territories, which characterized the Spanish Conquest era. Coronado's
travels through this region led to some of the earliest European encounters with Native
American tribes in Oklahoma, such as the Wichita and others.   In contrast, the year 1492
marks the arrival of Christopher Columbus in the Americas, which is a pivotal date for
the beginning of European exploration but does not specifically relate to Oklahoma. The
year 1601 is linked to later explorations in Mexico and Texas, and 1680 refers to events
well after the initial Spanish conquests, concentrating mostly on other areas of the
Americas. Thus, 1540 stands out as the year when conquistadors specifically first entered
the territory that is now Oklahoma.

4. What is papyrus primarily used for?
A. Construction materials
B. Making textiles
C. Creating paper
D. Food preservation

Papyrus was primarily used for creating paper-like materials in ancient times. It is
derived from the pith of the papyrus plant, which is a wetland sedge that grows in
regions such as the Nile Delta. The process of making papyrus involved cutting the plant
into thin strips, laying them out in overlapping patterns, and then pressing them
together to form a flat sheet. This sheet was then dried and polished, making it suitable
for writing.   The significance of papyrus in ancient cultures, particularly in Egypt,
cannot be overstated, as it became the primary medium for recording information,
literature, and administrative texts. It allowed for the preservation and transmission of
knowledge across generations.   The other options do not accurately reflect the primary
use of papyrus. While construction materials, textiles, and food preservation are
important aspects of various cultures, they are not associated with papyrus in the same
way that paper production is. Papyrus served a distinctive role as an early form of paper,
revolutionizing communication and documentation in the ancient world.
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5. Why was LaHarpe significant in Oklahoma history?
A. He was one of the first traders to establish networks in the

area
B. He was an influential political figure
C. He invented new trading technologies
D. He led expeditions into the western territories

LaHarpe was significant in Oklahoma history primarily for his role as one of the first
traders to establish networks in the area. His trading activities not only connected Native
American tribes to European markets but also facilitated cultural exchanges between
different groups. LaHarpe's presence in Oklahoma during the early 18th century marked
a crucial point in the region's economic development, as trade became a vital component
of interactions between indigenous populations and European explorers and settlers. 
Through his efforts, LaHarpe helped to lay the groundwork for future economic activities
in what would become Oklahoma. By establishing early trading posts and routes, he
played a pivotal role in the dynamics of trade that influenced the region's history and its
eventual incorporation into the United States. This trading network was vital for the
exchange of goods, ideas, and cultures that would shape Oklahoma's development in the
centuries to follow.

6. Who was the first female chief of the Cherokee Nation?
A. Wilma Mankiller
B. Ruth A. Muskrat Bronson
C. Cheryl A. Tatum
D. Joy Harjo

Wilma Mankiller was the first female chief of the Cherokee Nation, serving from 1985 to
1995. Her leadership marked a significant moment in the history of the Cherokee Nation
and Indigenous leadership in general, as she was a trailblazer for women in Native
American politics. Mankiller focused on self-determination for her people, economic
development, and improving social services within the Cherokee community. Her tenure
is noted for emphasizing the importance of grassroots participation in governance,
creating programs that empowered Cherokee citizens and revitalized the community.
This transformational period helped to elevate the status of women in tribal leadership
roles and contributed to the wider movement for women's rights among Native
Americans.   The other individuals listed, while notable in various ways — such as Ruth A.
Muskrat Bronson, who was involved in advocacy for Native rights, and Joy Harjo, a
celebrated poet and the first Native American Poet Laureate of the United States — did
not hold the position of chief of the Cherokee Nation, making Mankiller's achievement
unique and significant in the context of Cherokee and American history.
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7. Which library serves as a major historical repository for
Oklahoma's history?
A. The Oklahoma State Library
B. The National Archives
C. The Oklahoma Historical Society Library
D. The Library of Congress

The Oklahoma Historical Society Library serves a crucial role as a major historical
repository for Oklahoma's history. This library is dedicated to preserving the state's
historical documents, photographs, manuscripts, and other materials that are vital for
research and education about Oklahoma’s past. It houses an extensive collection of
resources that focus specifically on the state's heritage, including Native American
history, pioneer life, and various other aspects that contribute to Oklahoma's unique
story.   While the Oklahoma State Library does provide access to a range of materials and
services, it is not focused solely on historical preservation in the same way. The National
Archives and the Library of Congress are important for broader national collections, but
they do not specifically serve as dedicated repositories for Oklahoma's state history.
Hence, the Oklahoma Historical Society Library stands out as the primary institution for
those seeking in-depth historical resources about Oklahoma.

8. Which culture was prominent in eastern Oklahoma around
1300?
A. Mississippian culture
B. Spirits of the Earth culture
C. Spiro Mound culture
D. Sand Soil Tradition

The Spiro Mound culture was prominent in eastern Oklahoma around 1300 and is
recognized for its significant archaeological sites, including the Spiro Mounds located
near the town of Spiro. This culture is characterized by its complex society, skilled
craftsmanship, and elaborate burial practices, which included the construction of
earthen mounds as burial sites for elites. The artifacts found at these sites, such as finely
crafted pottery, shell and stone carvings, and ceremonial items, showcase a high level of
artistry and social organization.  Additionally, the Spiro Mound culture is considered a
part of the broader Mississippian culture, which thrived in various regions of the
southeastern United States, but it specifically indicates the unique developments and
influence present in eastern Oklahoma. This makes it distinct from other cultural groups
in the area and highlights its importance in the historical narrative of Oklahoma.

11Sample study guide. Visit https://okhistory.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



9. Which explorer is known for capturing Montezuma?
A. Cortez
B. DeSoto
C. Coronado
D. Onate

The explorer known for capturing Montezuma is Hernán Cortés, making this answer
correct. Cortés was a Spanish conquistador who led the expedition that resulted in the
fall of the Aztec Empire. In 1519, he arrived in Mexico and, through a combination of
military might and strategic alliances with local tribes, eventually captured Montezuma
II, the emperor of the Aztecs. This significant event marked a turning point in the
Spanish conquest and expansion in the New World, leading to the establishment of
Spanish colonial rule in Mexico.  In contrast, other figures mentioned in the choices
played different roles in the exploration of the Americas. For instance, Francisco de Soto
is known for his explorations in the southeastern United States but did not have any
involvement with Montezuma. Similarly, Francisco Vázquez de Coronado explored parts
of the Southwestern United States, searching for the mythical Seven Cities of Gold, while
Juan de Oñate is known for his exploration and settlement in New Mexico. None of these
other explorers engaged directly with the Aztec Empire or Montezuma as Cortés did.

10. What was one primary reason for the importance of salt in
ancient Oklahoma trade?
A. It was used as currency
B. It was vital for food preservation
C. It symbolized wealth
D. It was used for ritualistic purposes

The importance of salt in ancient Oklahoma trade is primarily attributed to its vital role
in food preservation. Before the advent of modern refrigeration, communities relied
heavily on salt to cure meats and preserve various foods, allowing them to store
provisions for leaner times or during harsh winters. This capability was crucial for
survival and enabled people to exchange preserved goods, making salt a highly
sought-after commodity in trade networks.   Moreover, the ability to keep food longer not
only supported local diets but also impacted trade dynamics, as it enabled extensive
trading of preserved goods between different groups and regions. The preservation
methods associated with salt directly contributed to social structures, trade
relationships, and the economy of ancient societies in Oklahoma, further solidifying its
importance in ancient trade practices.
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