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Questions
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1. What is the continuing education credit hour for
self-instructional programs?
A. These programs will be granted hour for hour credit
B. These programs can only count for 50% of the requirement
C. No credit will be awarded
D. 1 hour credit for every 2 hours of self-study

2. Which of the following tasks can be delegated to a dental
hygienist?
A. Practice general dentistry procedures
B. Perform health history assessments
C. Prescribe medication to patients
D. Conduct legal investigations

3. What is a necessary characteristic of all patient records
managed by dental hygienists?
A. They should remain confidential
B. They must include payment history
C. They need to be reviewed by all staff members
D. They must specify dental hygienist's plans

4. What are rules and regulations in the context of the State
Dental Practice Act?
A. Suggestions from the dental community
B. Interpretation of the law by the Board of Dentistry
C. Non-binding guidelines
D. Judicial interpretations

5. How does one track their continuing education hours?
A. By keeping a physical journal
B. By entering information into the website
C. By reporting it to a supervisor
D. No tracking is required
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6. How many hours may be awarded for practice management
type courses?
A. Up to 5 hours credit
B. 10 hours credit
C. 15 hours credit
D. No credit awarded

7. What three actions is the Board authorized to take
regarding those regulated by the State Dental Act?
A. inspect, advise, and penalize
B. inform, educate, and advise
C. train, certify, and survey
D. monitor, instruct, and assess

8. When does the reporting period for dental hygienists
begin?
A. January 1st
B. April 1st
C. July 1st
D. October 1st

9. What happens if a dental professional's license is
automatically canceled due to failure to renew?
A. They can never practice again
B. They can only reapply after a year
C. They may be reinstated within a year with a fee
D. They must start the education process again

10. What are the continuing education credit hours for
presenting?
A. 3 hours for each hour of the original presentation
B. 6 hours for each hour of the original presentation
C. 1 hour for each 2 hours of presentation
D. Hour for hour credit
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Answers
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1. A
2. B
3. A
4. B
5. B
6. A
7. B
8. C
9. C
10. B
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Explanations

7Sample study guide. Visit https://okdentalhygienistjurisprudence.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. What is the continuing education credit hour for
self-instructional programs?
A. These programs will be granted hour for hour credit
B. These programs can only count for 50% of the requirement
C. No credit will be awarded
D. 1 hour credit for every 2 hours of self-study

Self-instructional programs in dental hygiene are designed to provide flexibility for
professionals seeking to fulfill their continuing education requirements. These programs
are typically structured to allow dental hygienists to engage in self-directed learning at
their own pace. In Oklahoma, the policy grants hour for hour credit for these
self-instructional programs, meaning that for every hour of self-study completed, one
hour of continuing education credit is awarded.  This approach recognizes the value of
self-directed learning as an effective method for professional development and
competency maintenance. It enables dental hygienists to tailor their education to their
specific needs and interests while still meeting the licensure requirements set by the
state. Therefore, the correct understanding of how self-instructional programs contribute
to continuing education credit is pivotal for maintaining compliance with professional
standards in Oklahoma.

2. Which of the following tasks can be delegated to a dental
hygienist?
A. Practice general dentistry procedures
B. Perform health history assessments
C. Prescribe medication to patients
D. Conduct legal investigations

Performing health history assessments is a task that can be delegated to a dental
hygienist because it is within the scope of practice defined for their role. Dental
hygienists are trained to gather comprehensive health histories from patients, which is
essential for ensuring safe and effective treatment plans. This task helps the dental team
in understanding the patient's overall health and any potential risk factors that may
affect dental treatment.  In contrast, practicing general dentistry procedures is reserved
for licensed dentists, who have undergone additional education and training necessary
for those interventions. Prescribing medication is also strictly limited to dentists and
other qualified medical professionals, as it requires a deeper understanding of
pharmacology and patient management. Finally, conducting legal investigations is
outside the scope of any clinical dental practice and typically falls within the realm of law
or regulatory bodies, not the responsibilities of a dental hygienist.
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3. What is a necessary characteristic of all patient records
managed by dental hygienists?
A. They should remain confidential
B. They must include payment history
C. They need to be reviewed by all staff members
D. They must specify dental hygienist's plans

One of the most critical characteristics of patient records managed by dental hygienists
is that they should remain confidential. This confidentiality is paramount due to legal
and ethical obligations under laws such as the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act (HIPAA), which mandates that patient information be protected and
shared only with authorized personnel. Maintaining the confidentiality of patient records
fosters trust between the patient and the dental hygienist, encouraging open
communication about health issues and treatment without fear of privacy violations.  In
addition to legal requirements, confidentiality is a fundamental aspect of patient rights,
allowing individuals to have control over their own health information. By ensuring that
records are confidential, dental hygienists uphold both ethical standards and legal
obligations while providing quality care to patients.

4. What are rules and regulations in the context of the State
Dental Practice Act?
A. Suggestions from the dental community
B. Interpretation of the law by the Board of Dentistry
C. Non-binding guidelines
D. Judicial interpretations

In the context of the State Dental Practice Act, the rules and regulations represent the
official interpretations of the law as established by the Board of Dentistry. These rules
are critical because they serve as the framework that governs the practice of dentistry
and dental hygiene within the state. They ensure that practitioners adhere to specific
standards of care, safety protocols, and ethical guidelines, thus protecting the public and
maintaining the integrity of the profession.  The Board of Dentistry has the authority to
implement these rules based on legislative statutes, which clearly define the scope of
practice, licensure requirements, continuing education, and disciplinary procedures. This
regulatory structure helps to clarify and enforce the provisions of the Dental Practice
Act, making them essential for legal compliance and the professional conduct of dental
hygienists and dentists.
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5. How does one track their continuing education hours?
A. By keeping a physical journal
B. By entering information into the website
C. By reporting it to a supervisor
D. No tracking is required

Tracking continuing education hours is essential for dental hygienists to maintain their
licensure and ensure they are up-to-date with the latest practices and knowledge in their
field. The correct method is to enter information directly into a designated website,
which likely serves as an official platform for maintaining records of continuing
education.  Using a website for tracking is beneficial because it provides a centralized
and secure location to store and manage continuing education credits. This method
typically allows for easy access to verify hours completed, and it often ensures that all
credits are documented accurately in compliance with state regulations. Moreover,
online tracking reduces the likelihood of losing physical documents and eliminates the
hassle of manual reporting.  In contrast, while keeping a physical journal can be helpful
for personal organization, it does not meet the administrative requirements often set
forth by licensing boards. Reporting to a supervisor may not be sufficient as it might not
fulfill the specific guidelines for documentation required by the state. Lastly, the
assertion that no tracking is required contradicts the regulatory obligations that dental
hygienists must adhere to in order to maintain their licenses and practice legally.

6. How many hours may be awarded for practice management
type courses?
A. Up to 5 hours credit
B. 10 hours credit
C. 15 hours credit
D. No credit awarded

In Oklahoma, dental hygienists may earn continuing education credit for practice
management courses, with the specific guideline being that they can receive a maximum
of up to 5 hours of credit. This limitation is in place to ensure that while practice
management is recognized as an important aspect of a dental hygienist's professional
development, it does not overshadow the clinical education necessary for maintaining
quality patient care and adhering to best practices in dental hygiene.  Recognizing the
importance of balancing practice management skills with clinical competencies, the
regulation sets this limit to encourage dental hygienists to pursue a wide range of
educational opportunities that enhance both their management abilities and their
clinical skills. This ensures that practitioners remain well-rounded and proficient in all
aspects of their profession.
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7. What three actions is the Board authorized to take
regarding those regulated by the State Dental Act?
A. inspect, advise, and penalize
B. inform, educate, and advise
C. train, certify, and survey
D. monitor, instruct, and assess

The actions authorized by the Board regarding those regulated by the State Dental Act
focus on informing, educating, and advising. This approach emphasizes the Board's role
in maintaining public safety and promoting high standards within dental hygiene
practice.   Informing involves providing essential information to both practitioners and
the public about the regulations, updates, and best practices within the dental field.
Educating reflects the Board's commitment to enhancing the knowledge and skills of
dental hygienists, ensuring they stay current with developments in dental health and
hygiene practices. Advising allows the Board to guide hygienists on legal standards,
ethical considerations, and professional conduct, which helps to maintain a safe and
effective dental environment for patients.  This set of actions underscores a proactive
and supportive regulatory framework. The other choices do not accurately capture the
Board's primary responsibilities in a way that aligns with the intent of the State Dental
Act, which focuses more on education and guidance rather than punitive measures or
training.

8. When does the reporting period for dental hygienists
begin?
A. January 1st
B. April 1st
C. July 1st
D. October 1st

The reporting period for dental hygienists in Oklahoma begins on July 1st, aligning with
the state's continuing education and license renewal requirements. This timing allows
dental hygienists to track and complete their mandated continuing education units
during the first half of the calendar year, ensuring they are up to date with their
professional knowledge and skills prior to their license renewal. It is a structured
approach that promotes ongoing professional development and compliance with state
regulations, facilitating a clear timeline for professionals to manage their educational
pursuits effectively.
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9. What happens if a dental professional's license is
automatically canceled due to failure to renew?
A. They can never practice again
B. They can only reapply after a year
C. They may be reinstated within a year with a fee
D. They must start the education process again

If a dental professional's license is automatically canceled due to failure to renew, they
may be reinstated within a specific time frame, typically within a year, upon payment of a
fee. This option aligns with the policies in many dental licensing boards, which allow
professionals a chance to regain their license without having to undergo the entire
application or educational processes again.  The reason behind this approach is to ensure
that professionals maintain their skills and experience within a reasonable period. It
acknowledges that failing to renew a license is often an administrative issue rather than
a reflection of a professional's competency. By imposing a fee and a time limit, the board
encourages compliance with renewal requirements while providing a pathway to
reinstatement for those who may have inadvertently let their licenses lapse. This allows
the dental professional to resume their practice after fulfilling the necessary conditions,
thus avoiding the need for restarting their education or facing an indefinite prohibition
on practice.

10. What are the continuing education credit hours for
presenting?
A. 3 hours for each hour of the original presentation
B. 6 hours for each hour of the original presentation
C. 1 hour for each 2 hours of presentation
D. Hour for hour credit

In Oklahoma, when dental professionals present continuing education programs, they are
granted credit for their efforts to educate others in the field. The correct answer
indicates that presenters receive six hours of continuing education credit for each hour
of the original presentation. This is a recognition of the significant work and expertise
involved in developing and delivering educational content, as it not only reflects the
presenter's time in front of an audience but also acknowledges the preparation and
planning that goes into creating an effective program.  This policy incentivizes dental
hygienists and other professionals to share their knowledge and skills with peers,
promoting a culture of learning and professional development within the field. It also
ensures that presenters are rewarded adequately for the contribution they make to the
education of their colleagues, encouraging more individuals to participate in developing
educational programs in dentistry.
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