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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. When a medication is prescribed 'HS', when should it be taken?
A. In the morning
B. Twice a day
C. At bedtime
D. Every day

2. When a medication dosage is prescribed for "as needed for pain," how
should the patient respond?
A. Take it continuously
B. Only take it if in pain
C. Skip doses as symptoms improve
D. Increase the dose when pain worsens

3. What is one way that technology assists pharmacy technicians?
A. It streamlines the filling process and manages inventory
B. It provides personal patient consultations directly
C. It completely replaces the need for pharmacy staff
D. It increases the number of medications available

4. How often should a medication marked 'BID' be taken?
A. Three times a day
B. Twice a day
C. You may take as needed
D. Once a day

5. According to I2P, how many puffs should be inhaled?
A. 1 puff
B. 2 puffs
C. 1 to 2 puffs
D. 3 puffs

6. What should technicians check when receiving a medication shipment?
A. Ensure that medications match the invoice and are not expired or damaged
B. Verify the shipment with the pharmacy manager immediately
C. Count the number of items and submit them for approval
D. Inspect the shipment for proper packaging only
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7. If medication is indicated as PNV, what does this indicate to the patient?
A. As needed for nausea and vomiting
B. As needed for pain and nausea
C. At any time
D. For a set duration only

8. If a medication is instructed to be taken PPA, what is this indicating?
A. As needed for pain
B. As prescribed only
C. As needed at any time
D. As per the patient’s request

9. Why is it important for pharmacy technicians to understand the indications
for medications?
A. To provide recommendations on over-the-counter products
B. To ensure compliance with local drug laws
C. To provide accurate information to patients regarding the medication's

purpose
D. To manage stock levels in the pharmacy

10. Why is it important for technicians to remain current with pharmacy laws
and regulations?
A. To ensure compliance and provide safe, effective pharmacy services
B. To prevent the pharmacy from being audited
C. To increase the number of prescribed medications
D. To gain recognition in the pharmacy community
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Answers
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1. C
2. B
3. A
4. B
5. B
6. A
7. A
8. A
9. C
10. A
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Explanations
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1. When a medication is prescribed 'HS', when should it be taken?
A. In the morning
B. Twice a day
C. At bedtime
D. Every day

When a medication is prescribed 'HS', it refers to the Latin term "hora somni," which translates to "at bedtime."
This means the medication should be taken right before going to sleep. Understanding this terminology is
important for ensuring proper medication adherence and maximizing efficacy, as some medications are
specifically formulated to have their effects during sleep or to work in conjunction with the body's nighttime
functions.   The other options suggest different times for taking medication that do not align with the intent
behind the 'HS' prescription. Taking medication in the morning or multiple times a day would not fulfill the
specific timing intended by the prescription. Additionally, the phrase 'every day' is too vague without the context
of a specific time frame, which is crucial for medications intended to be taken at bedtime.

2. When a medication dosage is prescribed for "as needed for pain," how
should the patient respond?
A. Take it continuously
B. Only take it if in pain
C. Skip doses as symptoms improve
D. Increase the dose when pain worsens

When a medication dosage is prescribed for "as needed for pain," the patient should understand that this means
they should only take the medication when they are experiencing pain. This approach allows the individual to
manage their symptoms effectively without taking medication unnecessarily.   Using medication strictly when
needed helps minimize the potential for side effects and reduces the risk of dependency on the medication. It
also allows the patient to gauge the effectiveness of the treatment based on their symptoms, enabling them to
communicate better with their healthcare provider about their pain management and adjust the protocol if
necessary.   In this context, taking medication continuously would not be appropriate as it could lead to
unnecessary side effects or complications. Also, skipping doses should follow the patient's actual experience of
pain rather than a predetermined schedule based on improving symptoms. Increasing the dose without
consulting a healthcare provider when experiencing worse pain could lead to risks of overdose or additional side
effects. Thus, using the medication "as needed" is the safest and most effective approach for managing pain in
this scenario.
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3. What is one way that technology assists pharmacy technicians?
A. It streamlines the filling process and manages inventory
B. It provides personal patient consultations directly
C. It completely replaces the need for pharmacy staff
D. It increases the number of medications available

Technology assists pharmacy technicians primarily by streamlining the filling process and managing inventory.
By utilizing advanced software systems and automation, pharmacy technicians can efficiently process
prescriptions, reduce errors, and save time. Automation tools can help fill prescriptions by measuring and
packaging medications accurately. Inventory management systems allow for real-time tracking of stock levels,
ensuring that pharmacies can maintain optimal inventory levels and avoid stockouts or overstocking.  While
personal patient consultations are crucial in pharmacy practice, these interactions typically require a human
touch and cannot be fully automated or handled solely by technology. Technology is a supportive tool rather
than a substitute in these scenarios. Furthermore, technology does not eliminate the need for pharmacy staff;
rather, it enhances their capabilities and efficiency, allowing them to focus more on patient care and less on
manual tasks. Lastly, while technology may enable access to a wider range of medications, it does not inherently
increase the number of medications available; this is more dependent on regulatory approvals and market
dynamics.

4. How often should a medication marked 'BID' be taken?
A. Three times a day
B. Twice a day
C. You may take as needed
D. Once a day

The abbreviation 'BID' stands for "bis in die," which is Latin for "twice a day." This indicates that the medication
should be taken two times within a 24-hour period, often spaced out evenly (for example, in the morning and
evening). Understanding Latin abbreviations used in prescriptions is essential for pharmacy technicians, as they
help to accurately interpret and communicate medication instructions to patients and healthcare providers.
Recognizing these terms ensures proper medication adherence and helps avoid any confusion regarding dosing
schedules.

5. According to I2P, how many puffs should be inhaled?
A. 1 puff
B. 2 puffs
C. 1 to 2 puffs
D. 3 puffs

The correct answer reflects the standard recommendation for certain types of inhalers, particularly those that
are prescribed for quick relief of asthma or other respiratory conditions. Inhalers often instruct the user to take
two puffs to ensure effective delivery of the medication into the lungs. This dosage is designed to maximize the
therapeutic effect by increasing the amount of the medication available in the airways, thereby improving
symptom control and reducing the likelihood of an asthma attack or exacerbation of respiratory symptoms.  In
clinical practice, two puffs can also help to ensure consistent dosing and may improve patient outcomes by
ensuring that the maximum recommended dose is achieved safely during each use. Inhalation technique is
crucial in achieving proper medication delivery, and users are often trained to hold their breath for a few seconds
after inhalation to help the medication settle in the lungs.  Other choices, such as a single puff or three puffs,
may not align with the guidelines and recommendations that aim to optimize the use of inhaled medications.
When it comes to rules surrounding inhalers, adherence to prescribed practices is vital, which is why the
recommendation of two puffs is particularly salient in respiratory therapy.

Sample study guide, visit https://ohpharmacytech.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 12

SAMPLE



6. What should technicians check when receiving a medication shipment?
A. Ensure that medications match the invoice and are not expired or damaged
B. Verify the shipment with the pharmacy manager immediately
C. Count the number of items and submit them for approval
D. Inspect the shipment for proper packaging only

When receiving a medication shipment, it is essential for pharmacy technicians to ensure that the medications
match the invoice and are not expired or damaged. This step is crucial for maintaining inventory accuracy and
ensuring patient safety. By confirming that the correct products have been received, technicians help prevent
potential medication errors that could arise from discrepancies between what is ordered and what is delivered. 
Additionally, checking for expiration dates is vital because administering expired medications can have serious
health implications for patients. Noting any damages ensures that the pharmacy only handles intact and
effective products, further supporting quality care. This thorough inspection not only fulfills legal and regulatory
requirements but also helps maintain the pharmacy’s reputation for providing safe and effective medications.  
Other options may involve important steps but do not encompass the critical aspects of verifying the receipt of
medications.

7. If medication is indicated as PNV, what does this indicate to the patient?
A. As needed for nausea and vomiting
B. As needed for pain and nausea
C. At any time
D. For a set duration only

When medication is indicated as PNV, it stands for "as needed for nausea and vomiting." This term informs the
patient that they should take the medication only when experiencing nausea and vomiting, rather than on a fixed
schedule. It is essential for patients to understand this designation so they do not take the medication
unnecessarily, which can help prevent side effects and potential misuse.   Other options might suggest different
meanings, but "as needed for nausea and vomiting" specifically addresses the situation of these symptoms,
making it the most accurate interpretation of the abbreviation PNV.

8. If a medication is instructed to be taken PPA, what is this indicating?
A. As needed for pain
B. As prescribed only
C. As needed at any time
D. As per the patient’s request

The instruction for a medication to be taken PPA indicates that it should be taken "as needed at any time." This
term generally signifies that the medication is not required to be taken on a scheduled basis, but rather should
be administered based on the individual's current needs or condition. In a clinical context, this means that the
patient should use their discretion on when to take the medication depending on factors such as their symptoms
or discomfort levels. This flexibility allows for patient autonomy and is common for medications that manage
symptoms rather than provide continuous treatment.  In this case, option A, which suggests it is taken as
needed for pain, is a specific interpretation of "as needed," but it doesn’t fully encompass all instances where the
instruction applies, such as for other types of symptoms. This is why the correct answer aligns with the broader
definition of the term, which encompasses any situation where the medication is needed rather than being
restricted to pain relief alone.
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9. Why is it important for pharmacy technicians to understand the indications
for medications?
A. To provide recommendations on over-the-counter products
B. To ensure compliance with local drug laws
C. To provide accurate information to patients regarding the medication's

purpose
D. To manage stock levels in the pharmacy

Understanding the indications for medications is crucial for pharmacy technicians because it enables them to
provide accurate information to patients regarding the purpose of their medicines. When patients receive a
prescription or over-the-counter medication, they often have questions about why it's being prescribed or how it
will help them. Pharmacy technicians act as a bridge between the pharmacist and the patient, helping to clarify
the role of the medication in treating their condition.  By knowing the indications, pharmacy technicians can
reduce patient anxiety and promote adherence to the medication regimen, as they can explain how the
medication works to treat specific symptoms or illnesses. This knowledge directly supports patient education,
ensuring that patients understand the importance of taking their medications as directed.  While providing
recommendations on over-the-counter products might relate to understanding medication indications, the
primary goal is focused on prescription medications and their specific purposes. Compliance with local drug
laws and managing stock levels are important aspects of pharmacy operations, but they are not directly tied to
the necessity of understanding medication indications in the same way that facilitating patient understanding is.

10. Why is it important for technicians to remain current with pharmacy laws
and regulations?
A. To ensure compliance and provide safe, effective pharmacy services
B. To prevent the pharmacy from being audited
C. To increase the number of prescribed medications
D. To gain recognition in the pharmacy community

Remaining current with pharmacy laws and regulations is essential for technicians because it directly impacts
the delivery of safe and effective pharmacy services. Pharmacy laws are designed to ensure that medications
are dispensed properly, that patient safety is prioritized, and that healthcare standards are upheld. By staying
informed about these regulations, pharmacy technicians can help prevent medication errors, ensure that they are
following the correct protocols, and contribute to overall patient safety and welfare.  Technicians who are
knowledgeable about current laws and regulations can also assist pharmacists in maintaining a compliant
pharmacy environment, which supports the overall integrity and trust placed in the pharmacy by patients and
healthcare providers alike. This continuous education ultimately fosters a higher standard of care within the
pharmacy setting, benefiting both patients and the healthcare system as a whole.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://ohpharmacytech.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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