Ohio Notary Practice Exam
(Sample)

Study Guide

BY EXAMZIFY

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. Visit https://ohionotary.examzify.com




Copyright © 2025 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain from reliable
sources accurate, complete, and timely information about this product.

Sample study guide. Visit https://ohionotary.examzify.com for the full version



Questions

Sample study guide. Visit https://ohionotary.examzify.com for the full version



1. Can a notary public notarize their own signature?
A. Yes, self-notarization is allowed
B. No, self-notarization is prohibited
C. Yes, if there are witnesses
D. No, only if someone else is present

2. How can a notary screen for a signer's willingness and
awareness?

A. By asking about the signer's personal life

B. By ensuring the signer understands the nature and effect of
the document

C. By discussing unrelated topics
D. By ignoring the signer's state of mind

3. If a document is headed to another state, what type of
certificate is required?

A. Apostille

B. Standard certificate

C. International certificate
D. Verification certificate

4. Who are required to serve and return all process issued by
notaries in the taking of depositions?

A. Teachers and doctors

B. Sheriffs and constables

C. Mail carriers and delivery drivers
D. Actors and musicians

5. What must be included in the notification of a lost or
stolen seal?

A. Notary's license number only

B. Name, commission number, expiration date, and last date in
possession

C. Only the date of theft
D. Just the commission number and a police report
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6. What does the term 'Signature by Mark' imply?
A. The signer uses a digital signature
B. The signer uses a physical mark instead of a signature
C. The signer writes their name fully

D. The signer must have a witness sign first

7. What is a common consequence of a notary performing an
unauthorized act?

A. Loss of composure

B. Legal liability

C. Increased public trust

D. Renewal of their notary commission

8. What happens if an applicant fails to appear for the
examination within 30 days after applying?

A. The applicant's fee is refunded
B. The application is immediately cancelled
C. The Committee extends the deadline by another 30 days

D. The Committee notifies the applicant of potential
cancellation

9. How is the authenticity of a notary public's commission for
out-of-state papers validated?

A. By a nationwide notary database

B. Through a court hearing

C. By authentication from the Clerk of Courts
D. Using a special notary public seal

10. Who needs to sign a lease?
A. The lessor
B. The lessee
C. Both the lessor and lessee
D. A notary public
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1. Can a notary public notarize their own signature?
A. Yes, self-notarization is allowed

B. No, self-notarization is prohibited
C. Yes, if there are witnesses

D. No, only if someone else is present

A notary public is specifically prohibited from notarizing their own signature because it
creates a conflict of interest and undermines the integrity of the notarization process.
The role of a notary is to serve as an impartial witness to the signing of documents; if a
notary were to notarize their own signature, it would violate the principle of neutrality
that is fundamental to notarial acts. In Ohio, rules governing notaries are designed to
ensure that the notary is acting impartially and independently. By notarizing their own
signature, a notary would not be able to fulfill that impartial role, thus compromising the
validity of the notarization. The other options suggest circumstances under which
self-notarization might be permissible, but all are incorrect. Witnesses do not eliminate
the conflict of interest present in self-notarization, and having someone else present does

not change the fundamental issue of bias. Therefore, self-notarization is unequivocally
prohibited.

2. How can a notary screen for a signer's willingness and
awareness?

A. By asking about the signer's personal life

B. By ensuring the signer understands the nature and effect of
the document

C. By discussing unrelated topics
D. By ignoring the signer's state of mind

The correct answer focuses on the notary's responsibility to confirm that the signer
comprehends the significance and implications of the document they are about to sign.
This involves ensuring that the signer is aware of what they are agreeing to and that they
are signing willingly and without any undue influence or coercion. A notary plays a
crucial role in protecting the integrity of the signing process by verifying that the signer
has the mental capacity to understand the document. Discussing personal life or
unrelated topics does not contribute to this goal and may even distract from ensuring the
signer’s informed consent. Ignoring the state of mind of the signer goes against the
notary’s duty to assess the signer's willingness and awareness, as it is essential for the
notary to ascertain that the individual is in a sound state of mind and is not being

pressured to sign. Therefore, the act of ensuring understanding is pivotal in the notary's
function.
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3. If a document is headed to another state, what type of
certificate is required?

A. Apostille
B. Standard certificate

C. International certificate
D. Verification certificate

In the context of notarization and the transfer of documents between states, an Apostille
is typically required when a document is being sent to a foreign country that is a
signatory to the Hague Convention. Therefore, if a document is headed to another state
within the United States, it does not require an Apostille; rather, a standard certificate
suffices. A standard certificate serves as a confirmation that the notary has properly
executed their duties in notarizing the document according to state law. It verifies the
authenticity of the signature and seal of the notary, which is essential for the receiving
state's officials to recognize the document. The other options refer to types of
certifications that may be relevant in different contexts but are not necessary for
documents moving between states. An international certificate is particularly relevant
when dealing with documents that will be processed internationally, while a verification
certificate typically pertains to confirming certain aspects within legal or administrative
processes.

4. Who are required to serve and return all process issued by
notaries in the taking of depositions?

A. Teachers and doctors
B. Sheriffs and constables

C. Mail carriers and delivery drivers
D. Actors and musicians

Notaries are officers appointed by the state to serve and return process issued in
conjunction with the taking of depositions. This means that they are responsible for
delivering legal documents, such as subpoenas or summonses, to individuals involved in
a case. Teachers, doctors, mail carriers, delivery drivers, actors, and musicians are not
considered officials authorized to serve and return legal process, and therefore are not
required to do so. Sheriffs and constables, on the other hand, have the authority to fulfill
this role and are therefore the correct answer.
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5. What must be included in the notification of a lost or
stolen seal?

A. Notary's license number only

B. Name, commission number, expiration date, and last date in
possession

C. Only the date of theft
D. Just the commission number and a police report

The correct response emphasizes the need for comprehensive information when notifying
authorities about a lost or stolen notary seal. Including the notary's name, commission
number, expiration date, and the last date the seal was in possession ensures that the
notification is complete and provides all essential details that law enforcement or
regulatory bodies would need to investigate the incident effectively. By giving all this
information, it helps to prevent misuse of the seal and enables quicker action to be
taken. The inclusion of the last date the seal was in possession is particularly important,
as it can provide context regarding when the item went missing and assist in assessing
any potential fraudulent activity that may have occurred since that time. In contrast,
providing limited information such as just a license number, the date of theft, or only a
police report would not sufficiently equip the authorities to handle the situation or
mitigate any risk associated with the stolen seal. Ensuring that all relevant details are
communicated is crucial in maintaining the integrity of notarial practices in Ohio.

6. What does the term 'Signature by Mark' imply?
A. The signer uses a digital signature

B. The signer uses a physical mark instead of a signature
C. The signer writes their name fully

D. The signer must have a witness sign first

The term 'Signature by Mark' refers specifically to the situation where an individual is
unable to sign their name in the traditional manner due to various reasons, such as
illness or incapacity. In such cases, the individual may make a physical mark—like a cross
(X) or another symbol—as a representation of their intention to sign a document. This
practice is legitimate and is recognized in legal contexts, specifically allowing those who
cannot write to nonetheless authenticate or signify their consent or agreement to the
contents of a document. It's crucial that this mark is acknowledged properly, often
requiring a witness to validate that the mark signifies the individual's intent. The other
options illustrate different aspects of signing or methods of signing but do not capture
the essence of 'Signature by Mark.' Digital signatures and fully written names represent
different practices, and the requirement for a witness does not inherently define what a
'Signature by Mark' is but rather is a procedural step that may accompany its use.
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7. What is a common consequence of a notary performing an
unauthorized act?

A. Loss of composure
B. 1Legal liability
C. Increased public trust

D. Renewal of their notary commission

The correct answer is legal liability. When a notary performs an unauthorized act, they
can be held legally accountable for their actions. This could include fines, loss of their
notary commission, and potential civil or criminal penalties, depending on the severity of
the unauthorized act. Notaries are required to adhere strictly to the regulations
governing their role, and any deviation can lead to serious legal repercussions. In
contrast, loss of composure is more of a personal reaction and does not reflect a systemic
legal consequence. Increased public trust would generally stem from a notary's
adherence to their duties, not from an unauthorized act, so this option does not align
with the consequences discussed. Renewal of their notary commission is entirely
dependent on maintaining proper conduct and compliance with the law; unauthorized
actions could jeopardize their ability to renew it in the future.

8. What happens if an applicant fails to appear for the
examination within 30 days after applying?

A. The applicant's fee is refunded
B. The application is immediately cancelled
C. The Committee extends the deadline by another 30 days

D. The Committee notifies the applicant of potential
cancellation

If the applicant fails to appear for the examination within 30 days after applying, the
Committee will notify the applicant of potential cancellation. This means that the
applicant will still have a chance to take the exam, but they must act quickly to
reschedule it or risk having their application cancelled. Options A, B, and C are incorrect
because they do not address the issue of the applicant failing to appear for the exam.
Option A is incorrect because the applicant's fee is not refunded in this scenario. Option
B is incorrect because the application is not immediately cancelled, but the Committee
may consider cancelling it if the applicant does not take action. Option C is also incorrect
because the Committee typically does not extend the deadline for taking the exam if the
applicant fails to appear within the initial 30-day period. Therefore, option D is the best
answer as it accurately reflects the consequences of the applicant's failure to appear for
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9. How is the authenticity of a notary public's commission for
out-of-state papers validated?

A. By a nationwide notary database
B. Through a court hearing
C. By authentication from the Clerk of Courts

D. Using a special notary public seal

The other options are incorrect because they do not accurately reflect the method of
validating a notary public's commission for out-of-state papers. Option A, using a
nationwide notary database, is not the standard method and may not be available in all
states. Option B, through a court hearing, is not a necessary process and would be more
extensive than what is generally required. Option D, using a special notary public seal, is
not specifically required for out-of-state papers and does not validate the authenticity of
a notary's commission. Therefore, option C, by authentication from the Clerk of Courts, is
the most appropriate and common method for validating a notary public's commission
for out-of-state papers. This involves obtaining a certificate from the Clerk of Courts in
the issuing state, which verifies the commission and signature of the notary public.

10. Who needs to sign a lease?
A. The lessor
B. The lessee
C. Both the lessor and lessee

D. A notary public

In a lease agreement, both the lessor and lessee need to sign to ensure that the contract
is valid and enforceable. The lessor, who is the property owner or landlord, agrees to rent
out the property under specific terms, while the lessee, or tenant, agrees to abide by
those terms in exchange for the right to use the property. This mutual agreement creates
a binding contract, and signatures from both parties are essential to confirm their
consent to the lease's terms. Additionally, having both signatures protects each party's
interests. The lessor secures assurance that the lessee will pay rent and respect the
property, while the lessee gains the legal right to occupy the premises defined in the
lease. Without signatures from both parties, the lease may be considered incomplete or
unenforceable, leading to potential disputes or misunderstandings. Although a notary
public plays a role in witnessing signatures to verify identities and provide an extra layer
of authenticity, their involvement is not strictly required for the validity of the lease
itself. Their purpose is to prevent fraud, but the primary requirement for a lease is
mutual consent demonstrated through the signatures of both the lessor and the lessee.
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