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IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. In the absence of monitoring by a supervising station, what
sign must be placed near each manual fire alarm box?
A. Dial 911 when alarm sounds
B. Contact fire department when alarm sounds
C. Do not ignore alarm
D. Push to alert authorities

2. How should buildings connected to a fire alarm system be
displayed?
A. As a single unit
B. Separately
C. Only if they have different codes
D. Not required to display

3. If heat detectors are used to shut down elevator power,
how far must they be placed from each sprinkler head?
A. 1 foot
B. 2 feet
C. 3 feet
D. 4 feet

4. When fire pumps are required to be monitored, what type
of signal shall be considered supervisory signals?
A. Pump running signal
B. Water flow alarm
C. Signal other than pump running
D. Pressure gauge signal

5. What is the maximum height for mounting manual fire
alarm boxes?
A. 3 feet
B. 3.5 feet
C. 4 feet
D. 4.5 feet
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6. When is an audible alarm required to be tested?
A. At installation only
B. Only during inspections
C. Prior to actual use
D. Since its installation and at other specified intervals

7. What is a primary function of smoke detectors in fire alarm
systems?
A. To control fire doors
B. To detect the presence of smoke and alert occupants
C. To communicate with the sprinkler system
D. To provide an emergency exit strategy

8. Are notification appliances required in exit stair enclosures
and elevator cars?
A. Yes
B. No
C. Only in commercial buildings
D. Depends on local regulations

9. Dwelling smoke alarms must produce an audible ____ signal
for at least ____ minutes.
A. chime/2
B. evacuation/4
C. alarm/3
D. alert/5

10. What is the required minimum capacity for a secondary
power supply to operate a fire alarm system under non-alarm
conditions?
A. 12 hours and 10 minutes
B. 24 hours and 5 minutes
C. 48 hours and 1 minute
D. 36 hours and 30 minutes
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Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. B
4. C
5. C
6. D
7. B
8. B
9. B
10. B
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Explanations
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1. In the absence of monitoring by a supervising station, what
sign must be placed near each manual fire alarm box?
A. Dial 911 when alarm sounds
B. Contact fire department when alarm sounds
C. Do not ignore alarm
D. Push to alert authorities

In situations where monitoring by a supervising station is not present, it is critical to
ensure that individuals are aware of the appropriate action to take when a manual fire
alarm box is activated. The correct sign indicating "Contact fire department when alarm
sounds" is essential because it prompts individuals to take immediate action to notify
emergency services directly. This instruction reinforces the protocol that relies on
individuals’ initiative to call for help, ensuring that in emergencies, the response time is
minimized.  Proper signage in the vicinity of manual fire alarm boxes plays a crucial role
in raising awareness and instructing individuals on how to respond correctly, particularly
in scenarios where direct monitoring is absent. By stating the need to contact the fire
department, it directs users to communicate effectively with emergency services,
highlighting the importance of not relying solely on the alarm signal but taking
additional steps to ensure safety and prompt emergency response.

2. How should buildings connected to a fire alarm system be
displayed?
A. As a single unit
B. Separately
C. Only if they have different codes
D. Not required to display

Buildings connected to a fire alarm system should be displayed separately to ensure that
each structure's unique aspects and specific fire protection needs are clearly recognized.
This separate display strategy allows for better clarity in understanding the layout and
the operational details of the fire alarm system for each building.   By displaying
buildings independently, it provides first responders and fire safety personnel with
crucial information about the fire alarm systems in each individual building, including
their control panels, notification appliances, and any zoning functionalities. This
approach is vital for effective emergency response and maintenance, as it helps prevent
confusion and ensures that any fire-related incidents can be managed more efficiently. 
In contrast, displaying buildings as a single unit may obscure important details about
each building's fire safety status and requirements. Therefore, maintaining a clear,
separate representation of connected buildings helps enhance safety and preparedness in
case of a fire emergency.
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3. If heat detectors are used to shut down elevator power,
how far must they be placed from each sprinkler head?
A. 1 foot
B. 2 feet
C. 3 feet
D. 4 feet

In the context of fire protection systems, proper placement of heat detectors is critical to
ensure that they function effectively without interference from other fire safety
measures, such as sprinkler systems. Heat detectors are designed to respond to changes
in temperature caused by a fire. If they are positioned too close to sprinkler heads, the
heat generated by a fire might be mitigated by the cooling effect of the water from the
sprinkler system, which could delay the activation of the heat detectors or lead to false
alarms.  The specific requirement for placing heat detectors at a distance of 2 feet from
each sprinkler head provides a balance: it is close enough to detect an actual fire in a
timely manner while being far enough away to avoid the cooling effect from the
sprinkler. This distance helps ensure that the systems can provide an accurate response
to a fire scenario. Therefore, maintaining a 2-foot separation is a critical standard in
ensuring both safety and the effectiveness of fire protection systems.

4. When fire pumps are required to be monitored, what type
of signal shall be considered supervisory signals?
A. Pump running signal
B. Water flow alarm
C. Signal other than pump running
D. Pressure gauge signal

Supervisory signals are designed to indicate the operational status of fire protection
systems, including fire pumps. In the context of fire pumps, signals that provide
information about system readiness and potential issues are crucial for maintaining
safety and effectiveness.  The correct choice indicates that any signal that alerts
personnel to a supervisory condition—meaning a state that warrants attention but does
not indicate an active fire condition—is classified as a supervisory signal. This includes
signals related to various operational aspects of the fire pump, such as maintenance
needs or system integrity, which do not directly indicate that the pump is running or that
there is an active water flow event.  In contrast, other options describe specific
operational scenarios rather than supervisory conditions. For instance, a pump running
signal is indicative of the pump being active, while a water flow alarm signals an incident
requiring immediate action. A pressure gauge signal can provide useful information
about the system's performance but may not cover the range of supervisory conditions
reflected in broader monitoring requirements.
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5. What is the maximum height for mounting manual fire
alarm boxes?
A. 3 feet
B. 3.5 feet
C. 4 feet
D. 4.5 feet

The maximum height for mounting manual fire alarm boxes is specified to ensure that
they are accessible to all individuals, including those with disabilities. Mounting them at
a height of 4 feet allows for easy reach for an average adult while still considering
accessibility guidelines set forth by organizations such as the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA).   This height criterion helps ensure that in case of an emergency, people can
quickly locate and activate the manual fire alarm without unnecessary delay. A height
higher than 4 feet could pose challenges for individuals of shorter stature or those using
mobility devices, potentially hindering their ability to respond effectively in a crisis.
Hence, the 4-foot standard balances safety and accessibility for all.

6. When is an audible alarm required to be tested?
A. At installation only
B. Only during inspections
C. Prior to actual use
D. Since its installation and at other specified intervals

An audible alarm is required to be tested since its installation and at other specified
intervals to ensure that it operates effectively when needed. Regular testing helps to
verify that the alarm is responsive and can alert occupants in the event of a fire or
another emergency. This ongoing testing is crucial for maintaining compliance with
safety regulations and for ensuring the reliability of the fire alarm system over time. 
Testing only at installation, during inspections, or prior to use does not account for the
potential for malfunction or degradation that might occur between those times. Regular
testing at defined intervals ensures continuous operational readiness and helps identify
any issues that may arise due to wear, environmental factors, or other influences that
could affect the functionality of the system, thereby safeguarding lives and property.
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7. What is a primary function of smoke detectors in fire alarm
systems?
A. To control fire doors
B. To detect the presence of smoke and alert occupants
C. To communicate with the sprinkler system
D. To provide an emergency exit strategy

The primary function of smoke detectors in fire alarm systems is to detect the presence
of smoke and alert occupants. Smoke detectors are designed to sense smoke particles in
the air, which typically indicate a fire is present or imminent. When smoke is detected,
these devices activate the alarm system, providing critical information and alerting
people in the vicinity to evacuate or take appropriate actions to ensure their safety. This
early warning helps to minimize the risk of injury or loss of life by giving occupants vital
time to respond to the threat.   Other options, while relevant to fire safety, do not
represent the primary function of smoke detectors. For instance, controlling fire doors
and communicating with sprinkler systems are actions that may complement fire safety
efforts but are not the direct purpose of smoke detectors. Additionally, providing an
emergency exit strategy involves planning and signage rather than the direct detection of
smoke, which underscores why option B is the most accurate choice in this context.

8. Are notification appliances required in exit stair enclosures
and elevator cars?
A. Yes
B. No
C. Only in commercial buildings
D. Depends on local regulations

Notification appliances are not typically required in exit stair enclosures and elevator
cars according to most codes and standards. The purpose of notification appliances,
which include alarms and other signaling devices, is to alert occupants of a fire or
emergency situation so that they can evacuate safely.   In exit stair enclosures, the design
is focused on providing a safe means of egress away from a fire, and occupants are
expected to use these stairs during evacuations. Thus, installing notification appliances
within these enclosures may not be deemed necessary, especially if there are other
provisions in place for alarms and alerts outside the stair enclosure.   For elevator cars,
since elevators should not be used during a fire evacuation due to safety concerns,
notification appliances inside these cars are generally not required. Instead, emergency
communication systems are often implemented to ensure that occupants can seek help if
they become trapped.  Local regulations may vary, and there can be specific cases in
high-rise buildings or unique design situations; however, the general requirement as
stated in many building codes is that notification appliances are not mandated in such
areas.
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9. Dwelling smoke alarms must produce an audible ____ signal
for at least ____ minutes.
A. chime/2
B. evacuation/4
C. alarm/3
D. alert/5

For dwelling smoke alarms, the requirement for an audible alarm signal is critical for
ensuring the safety of occupants. The correct answer indicates that the smoke alarms
must produce an audible evacuation signal for at least four minutes.   This standardized
requirement is designed to alert individuals in the event of smoke detection effectively,
allowing sufficient time for residents to evacuate the premises safely. The four-minute
duration ensures that the alarm is not only loud enough to awaken sleeping individuals
but also sustained long enough to alert everyone in the dwelling, including those who
may be less attuned to the sound of the alarm. It emphasizes the importance of a clear
and persistent warning in case of fire emergencies, which can be essential for saving
lives and minimizing injury.  The other options, while mentioning different types of
signals and time durations, do not align with the specific requirement that smoke alarms
in dwelling units must adhere to. The focus on an evacuation signal is crucial, as it
differentiates between general notifications and those specifically intended to prompt
immediate action for safety.

10. What is the required minimum capacity for a secondary
power supply to operate a fire alarm system under non-alarm
conditions?
A. 12 hours and 10 minutes
B. 24 hours and 5 minutes
C. 48 hours and 1 minute
D. 36 hours and 30 minutes

The correct choice regarding the required minimum capacity for a secondary power
supply to operate a fire alarm system under non-alarm conditions is rooted in the
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) standards, particularly NFPA 72, which
governs the installation and use of fire alarm systems. Under these standards, secondary
power supplies must be capable of providing power for a minimum of 24 hours during
normal (non-alarm) conditions.   This requirement ensures that the fire alarm system
remains functional and can effectively monitor conditions even after the primary power
source fails. The inclusion of a time period slightly over 24 hours reflects the need for
extra capacity that appreciates various factors such as maintenance and unexpected
circumstances that could affect system performance.  Choosing this option acknowledges
the necessity for preparedness and resilience in fire safety protocols. It also emphasizes
the importance of having robust backup systems to support fire safety infrastructure in
an array of scenarios, ensuring consistent operation.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://ohio-firealarm.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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