
Ohio 8th Grade English
Language Arts (ELA) OST
Practice Test (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:
https://ohio8thgradeelaost.examzify.com



Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://ohio8thgradeelaost.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SA
M

PLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.......................................................................................
Table of Contents 2..........................................................................
Introduction 3..................................................................................
How to Use This Guide 4..................................................................
Questions 5.......................................................................................
Answers 8.........................................................................................
Explanations 10................................................................................
Next Steps 15...................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://ohio8thgradeelaost.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SA
M

PLE



IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. The most important idea that tells what a paragraph or
larger section is about is called the:
A. Mood
B. Central idea
C. Summary
D. Tone

2. When a writer mentions the weave, weight, and drape of
fabric to convey mood, what imagery are they using?
A. Tactile imagery
B. Visual imagery
C. Auditory imagery
D. Textile imagery

3. Which term describes ideas or statements that are often
false or exaggerated; spread to help a cause?
A. Allusion
B. Irony
C. Stereotyping
D. Propaganda

4. Which term best completes the definition 'imagery based
on texture and touch'?
A. Visual imagery
B. Textile imagery
C. Olfactory imagery
D. Auditory imagery

5. Which term is the use of words to convey the opposite of
their literal meaning; a statement or situation where the
meaning is contradicted by the appearance or presentation of
the idea?
A. Verbal Irony
B. Allusion
C. Irony
D. Propaganda
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6. What term refers to the voice telling the story?
A. Point of View
B. Voice of the Story
C. Perspective
D. Narrator

7. Which term is a figure of speech that makes a reference to
a place, person, or something that happened; can be real or
imaginary?
A. Irony
B. Allusion
C. Propaganda
D. Flashback

8. Which term is used for the big idea or lesson that the
author wants readers to take away?
A. Theme
B. Subplots
C. Setting
D. Plot

9. In poetry analysis, a line that describes how a fabric feels
to the touch is an example of what imagery?
A. Textile imagery
B. Visual imagery
C. Olfactory imagery
D. Gustatory imagery

10. Which term involves the reader (or audience) knowing
something about what's happening in the plot, about which
the character(s) have no idea?
A. Dramatic Irony
B. Foreshadowing
C. Allusion
D. Genre
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Answers

Sample study guide, visit https://ohio8thgradeelaost.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 8

SA
M

PLE



1. B
2. D
3. D
4. B
5. C
6. D
7. B
8. A
9. A
10. A
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Explanations
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1. The most important idea that tells what a paragraph or
larger section is about is called the:
A. Mood
B. Central idea
C. Summary
D. Tone

The main idea being tested is identifying the central idea of a paragraph. The central
idea is the one main point the author wants you to understand, the idea that everything
in the paragraph works to develop. It isn’t about mood—the feeling the writing
creates—or tone—the author’s attitude toward the subject. It also isn’t a summary, which
would simply restate the main points in a shorter form. Instead, the central idea is the
single overarching point that ties all the details and evidence together. To find it, look
for what the details are building toward, often anchored by the topic and a sentence that
clearly presents that overarching point. In this question, the line that tells what the
paragraph is mainly about is exactly that central idea.

2. When a writer mentions the weave, weight, and drape of
fabric to convey mood, what imagery are they using?
A. Tactile imagery
B. Visual imagery
C. Auditory imagery
D. Textile imagery

The main idea here is that writers use sensory details to create mood, and in this case the
details revolve around fabric. By mentioning weave, weight, and drape, the author isn’t
just talking about how something looks; they’re focusing on how the fabric feels and
behaves. That creates a textile image—imagery tied to fabrics and textiles—that helps
readers picture the material and sense its texture, heaviness, and how it hangs. This
specific focus on fabric as the image source makes textile imagery the best fit, even
though tactile imagery (touch) is part of what the reader experiences. The fabric’s
qualities shape the mood, and naming the imagery as textile imagery highlights that the
subject is the textile itself, not just the visible appearance.

3. Which term describes ideas or statements that are often
false or exaggerated; spread to help a cause?
A. Allusion
B. Irony
C. Stereotyping
D. Propaganda

Propaganda describes ideas or statements that are often false or exaggerated and spread
to help a cause. It’s a deliberate effort to persuade people to support a position or action
by appealing to emotions, using selective facts, or exaggeration. This combination of bias
and intent to influence for a specific outcome is what makes propaganda the best fit for
the description.   Allusion is simply a reference to something else; irony is a contrast
between what is said and what is meant; stereotyping is overgeneralizing traits about a
group. These concepts don’t capture the idea of spreading biased information to sway
people for a cause in the way propaganda does.
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4. Which term best completes the definition 'imagery based
on texture and touch'?
A. Visual imagery
B. Textile imagery
C. Olfactory imagery
D. Auditory imagery

Texture and touch are experienced through imagery that describes how things feel to the
skin. This kind of description often comes from fabrics and materials, so it’s called textile
imagery. It focuses on textures like rough, smooth, soft, or coarse, helping you feel the
scene without touching it. Visual imagery describes what you see, olfactory imagery
describes smells, and auditory imagery describes sounds. Because textile imagery centers
on texture and touch, it best fits the idea of imagery based on texture and touch. For
example, phrases like “the rough wool scraped his fingers” or “the satin slid softly over
her palm” use fabric qualities to convey tactile sensation.

5. Which term is the use of words to convey the opposite of
their literal meaning; a statement or situation where the
meaning is contradicted by the appearance or presentation of
the idea?
A. Verbal Irony
B. Allusion
C. Irony
D. Propaganda

Irony is a contrast between what is said or expected and what actually happens or is
meant. When words are used to mean the opposite of their literal meaning, that is verbal
irony—a specific kind of irony. The other part of the description, where the meaning is
contradicted by appearance or presentation, points to irony in general—like a situation
where the outcome is the opposite of what is expected. The question blends these ideas,
so the broader term, irony, best fits because it covers both the spoken opposite meaning
and the difference between appearance and reality. For contrast, think of propaganda as
biased information and allusion as a reference to something else; neither centers on this
opposite-meaning mismatch.

6. What term refers to the voice telling the story?
A. Point of View
B. Voice of the Story
C. Perspective
D. Narrator

The voice telling the story is the narrator. The narrator is the speaker whose words guide
you through the events, and they can be a character inside the story (speaking in first
person) or an outside voice describing what happens (third person). This distinguishes
who is telling the events from how the story is told. Point of view refers to the lens or
perspective—such as first person or third person—through which the story is presented,
not the speaker themselves. Perspective is similar, focusing on a character’s viewpoint or
attitude, rather than identifying the actual voice behind the narration. “Voice of the
Story” isn’t the standard term for the speaker.
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7. Which term is a figure of speech that makes a reference to
a place, person, or something that happened; can be real or
imaginary?
A. Irony
B. Allusion
C. Propaganda
D. Flashback

Allusion is a figure of speech that makes a reference to a place, person, or something
that happened; it can be real or imaginary. It works by calling to mind something
familiar from literature, history, or culture, so the reader recognizes the connection
without it being stated outright. For example, saying a plan will require a Herculean
effort alludes to the strength of the mythic hero Hercules to convey the idea of enormous
effort. This differs from irony, which relies on a contrast between expectation and reality;
from propaganda, which aims to persuade with biased information; and from a flashback,
which shows a scene from the past within the story.

8. Which term is used for the big idea or lesson that the
author wants readers to take away?
A. Theme
B. Subplots
C. Setting
D. Plot

Theme is the big idea or lesson the author wants readers to take away. It’s a message
about life, human nature, or society that the story explores through what characters do,
the choices they make, and the challenges they face. It’s different from other elements:
setting is when and where the story happens; plot is the sequence of events; subplots are
smaller storylines that run alongside the main one. To spot the theme, notice the ideas
that keep coming up as the characters deal with conflicts and grow from their
experiences. For instance, a tale about characters choosing bravery in difficult moments
might convey a theme of courage or resilience.

9. In poetry analysis, a line that describes how a fabric feels
to the touch is an example of what imagery?
A. Textile imagery
B. Visual imagery
C. Olfactory imagery
D. Gustatory imagery

Describing how a fabric feels to the touch uses the sense of touch, which is tactile
imagery. Because the line centers on fabric and its texture, it fits textile imagery, a label
for imagery tied to fabrics. Visual imagery would describe how something looks, olfactory
imagery involves smells, and gustatory imagery involves tastes. So the texture-focused
line is textile imagery.

Sample study guide, visit https://ohio8thgradeelaost.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 13

SA
M

PLE



10. Which term involves the reader (or audience) knowing
something about what's happening in the plot, about which
the character(s) have no idea?
A. Dramatic Irony
B. Foreshadowing
C. Allusion
D. Genre

Knowing more than the characters in the moment creates dramatic irony. This is when
the reader or audience understands something crucial about what’s happening or about a
character’s situation, but the characters themselves do not. That gap between what we
know and what they know builds suspense, tension, or sometimes humor, because we
anticipate outcomes based on our broader knowledge.  Think of a scene where the
audience learns early that a hidden enemy is nearby, while the protagonist remains
unaware. We’re on edge because we know danger is looming, even though the character
acts as if everything is ordinary. That’s the essence of dramatic irony.  Foreshadowing, by
contrast, is about hints of future events intended to prepare the reader, but not
necessarily about the audience knowing more than the characters at the moment.
Allusion is a reference to something outside the text. Genre is simply the category the
work falls into. The situation described fits dramatic irony perfectly.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://ohio8thgradeelaost.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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