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Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

¢ Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
e Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

e Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 - 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. Which term describes a phrase consisting of a preposition
and its object?

A. Propositional phrase
B. Prepositional phrase
C. Gerund

D. Infinitive

2. Which term describes a verbal form comprised of 'to' plus

the root of the verb and can function as a noun, adjective, or
adverb?

A. Infinitive
B. Gerund

C. Participle
D. Clause

3. A character with deep, evolving personality traits and
complexity is best described as which type?

A. Static characters

B. Dynamic characters
C. Flat characters

D. Round characters

4. Which term refers to characters with complex
personalities?

A. Static characters

B. Dynamic characters
C. Flat characters

D. Round characters

5. Which term describes trying to connect two or more
independent clauses without needed punctuation?

A. Run-on sentence
B. Fragment

C. Comma splice

D. Prose
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6. What does drafting involve?
A. Creating an early version of the paper
B. Publishing the final manuscript
C. Editing for grammar only
D. Selecting a publishing venue

7. Graphic organizers are tools that help students classify
ideas and communicate more efficiently, often taking the
form of visual outlines and templates.

A. Graphic organizers
B. Textual marking
C. Adverb

D. Adjective

8. What term refers to syllables added to the beginning of a
word?

A. Prefix

B. Suffix

C. Root word
D. Affix

9. Which type of sentence asks a question and ends with a
question mark?

A. Interrogative sentence
B. Declarative sentence
C. Imperative sentence
D. Exclamatory sentence

10. Which term identifies the function that shows how a
dependent clause relates to the main clause, often
exemplified by 'because’, 'if', and 'since'?

A. Subordinating conjunction
B. Coordinating conjunction
C. Preposition

D. Adverb
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Explanations




1. Which term describes a phrase consisting of a preposition
and its object?

A. Propositional phrase

B. Prepositional phrase
C. Gerund
D. Infinitive

A phrase consisting of a preposition and its object is called a prepositional phrase. The
preposition shows the relationship, and the object is the noun or pronoun that completes
that relationship. Together they form a unit that can describe location, time, direction, or
other details. For example, in the park, on her birthday, or to the store each shows a
relationship between words and can function inside a sentence as a descriptor. This is
different from a gerund, which is a verb form ending in -ing used as a noun (like
Swimming is fun), and an infinitive, which is to + a verb (like to eat), which can function
as a noun, adjective, or adverb. It’s also not a commonly used term; a prepositional
phrase specifically centers on a preposition and its object acting together as a unit.

2. Which term describes a verbal form comprised of 'to' plus

the root of the verb and can function as a noun, adjective, or
adverb?

A. Infinitive
B. Gerund
C. Participle
D. Clause

The idea here is the infinitive. An infinitive is the verb form built with to plus the base
form of the verb, like to run, to read, or to eat. It can function in different roles: as a
noun (To swim is fun), as an adjective (a book to read), or as an adverb (She studied to
pass the test). This versatility—the ability to act as noun, adjective, or adverb—sets it
apart from other verbal forms. Gerunds are -ing forms that act like nouns (Reading
helps you learn), but they don’t include to. Participles are -ing or -ed forms that describe
or modify nouns (a running stream, a broken window) and don’t serve as nouns

themselves. A clause is a group of words with a subject and a predicate, not a single
verbal form.
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3. A character with deep, evolving personality traits and
complexity is best described as which type?

A. Static characters

B. Dynamic characters
C. Flat characters

D. Round characters

Character depth and development across a story is what this item is testing. A round
character is a fully realized person with many traits, internal conflicts, and the capacity
to change in response to events. They show complexity: different motives that may even
contradict each other, a backstory that shapes choices, and growth that unfolds as the
plot progresses. That mix of nuance and evolution makes them feel true to life. In
contrast, static characters stay the same from beginning to end; flat characters are
one-dimensional and lack inner complexity; dynamic characters do change, but the real
sense of depth comes from the multi-faceted nature and how those traits interact over
time. Picture someone who, under pressure, reveals unexpected fears, loyalties, and
beliefs—the kind of character who isn’t reduced to a single trait but moves through
different states while remaining coherent.

4. Which term refers to characters with complex
personalities?

A. Static characters

B. Dynamic characters
C. Flat characters

D. Round characters

Characters with complex personalities come alive on the page when they are described as
round. Round characters have depth and nuance: they embody multiple traits, motives,
and even contradictions that drive their actions. They grow and change in believable
ways, revealing new facets of themselves as events unfold, and their backstories inform
why they react the way they do. This richness makes them feel like real people rather
than one-dimensional figures. By contrast, flat characters show only a single or limited
set of traits and lack inner complexity, so they don’t surprise us in how they behave.
Static characters stay the same throughout the story, not revealing new dimensions.
Dynamic characters change, but round emphasizes the overall fullness of
personality—the many layers that make a character feel authentic and relatable.
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5. Which term describes trying to connect two or more
independent clauses without needed punctuation?

A. Run-on sentence

B. Fragment
C. Comma splice
D. Prose

Joining two independent clauses without proper punctuation or a coordinating
conjunction creates a run-on sentence. An independent clause can stand alone as a
sentence, so when two of them are fused together with no end mark or conjunction, the
result is a run-on. For example, “I went to the store I bought bread” shows two complete
thoughts stuck together. Fixing it can be as simple as adding a period: “I went to the
store. I bought bread,” or using a coordinating conjunction: “I went to the store, and I
bought bread.” A fragment, by contrast, is incomplete and cannot stand alone as a
sentence, so it isn’t about joining clauses. Prose simply refers to ordinary writing, not an
error. A comma splice is a specific type of run-on where two independent clauses are

joined only by a comma, which is a narrowly defined case within the broader idea of a
run-on.

6. What does drafting involve?

A. Creating an early version of the paper

B. Publishing the final manuscript
C. Editing for grammar only
D. Selecting a publishing venue

Drafting is the stage where you turn your ideas into an initial, workable version of the
paper. It focuses on getting the content, structure, and argument down, not on perfect
grammar or final presentation. During drafting, you outline and write sections, develop
your thesis, and organize evidence so the piece has a coherent flow. The final
manuscript—and where you’ll publish it—come later, after revisions. Editing for grammar

happens after you have a draft, when you’re polishing language rather than building the
main ideas.

7. Graphic organizers are tools that help students classify
ideas and communicate more efficiently, often taking the
form of visual outlines and templates.

A. Graphic organizers
B. Textual marking
C. Adverb

D. Adjective

Graphic organizers help students organize and classify ideas by presenting information
in visual formats. They let learners see how concepts relate, sequence events, compare
details, or group ideas, which makes understanding and communicating information
more efficient. There are many forms, like concept maps, mind maps, Venn diagrams,
flowcharts, and outlines, all designed to lay out thinking in a clear, visible way. The
described idea fits this purpose because it emphasizes organizing ideas visually to
communicate effectively. Textual marking is about annotating or highlighting text, not

organizing ideas visually, and adverbs or adjectives are parts of speech, not tools for
structuring information.
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8. What term refers to syllables added to the beginning of a
word?

A. Prefix

B. Suffix

C. Root word
D. Affix

Think about how we form new words by sticking something onto the front of an existing
word. That front piece is called a prefix. Prefixes are syllables or groups of letters added
to the beginning to change meaning or create a new word, like un- in unhappy, pre- in
preview, or re- in rewrite. A suffix does the opposite, adding to the end (like -ed or -ing).
The root word is the base form that carries the core meaning, such as walk in walked or
walking. An affix is the general term for any piece added to a word, whether at the front
or the end. Since the question asks for the term specifically for syllables added to the
beginning, the best answer is prefix.

9. Which type of sentence asks a question and ends with a
question mark?

A. Interrogative sentence

B. Declarative sentence
C. Imperative sentence
D. Exclamatory sentence

An interrogative sentence asks a question and ends with a question mark. It usually uses
question words like who, what, where, when, why, or how, or it can be formed as a yes/no
question. The question mark at the end is the telltale sign. This is different from a
declarative sentence, which makes a statement and ends with a period; an imperative
sentence, which gives a command and also ends with a period (or an exclamation mark if
strong); and an exclamatory sentence, which expresses strong emotion and ends with an
exclamation mark. For example, “What time is it?” is an interrogative sentence.

10. Which term identifies the function that shows how a
dependent clause relates to the main clause, often
exemplified by 'because’, 'if', and 'since'?

A. Subordinating conjunction
B. Coordinating conjunction
C. Preposition

D. Adverb

Subordinating conjunction is the term for the word that shows how a dependent clause
relates to the main clause. Because, if, and since introduce clauses that cannot stand
alone and express relationships like cause or condition to the main idea. This contrasts
with coordinating conjunctions, which join two independent clauses; prepositions link
nouns to other words without creating a dependent clause; and adverbs modify verbs or

adjectives and may signal time or manner but don’t serve to connect a dependent clause
to the main one.
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://nystce221.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!

Sample study guide, visit https://nystce221.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions v-1773424171 | Page 15



