
NYSTCE 167 – Visual Arts
Practice Exam (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

This is a sample study guide. To access the full version with hundreds of
questions,



Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain from reliable
sources accurate, complete, and timely information about this product.

Sample study guide, visit https://nystce167visualarts.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SA
M

PLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.......................................................................................
Table of Contents 2..........................................................................
Introduction 3..................................................................................
How to Use This Guide 4..................................................................
Questions 6.......................................................................................
Answers 9.........................................................................................
Explanations 11................................................................................
Next Steps 17...................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://nystce167visualarts.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SA
M

PLE



IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Don’t worry about getting everything right, your
goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations, and take
breaks to retain information better.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning.
7. Use Other Tools

Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital
practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.
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There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly — adapt the tips above to fit your
pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What is the function of a transept in a church?
A. To serve as a residential space for clergy
B. To create a cross shape in the layout of the church
C. A place for storage
D. The main area where congregants gather

2. What is a common theme found in the works of Kara
Walker?
A. The exploration of ethnic cultures
B. The artistic depiction of historical events
C. Contemporary societal trends
D. The influence of nature in urban settings

3. What characterizes color field painting?
A. The blending of colors to create depth
B. The use of solid areas of color that extend to the edges of the

canvas
C. The detailed representation of human forms
D. The incorporation of mixed media

4. Who are iconoclasts?
A. Artists who promote the use of modern iconography
B. Individuals who support religious imagery in worship
C. Critics who attack cherished beliefs or institutions
D. Philosophers analyzing the role of art in society

5. During which period did jewelry flourish significantly?
A. The Hellenistic period
B. The Medieval period
C. The Baroque period
D. The Victorian period

6. How does glazing enhance oil painting?
A. By mixing colors directly into wet paint
B. By applying transparent colors over opaque layers
C. By creating a dry brush effect
D. By using multiple brushes for texture
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7. Which of the following is an example of decorative arts?
A. Graphic design
B. Film direction
C. Jewelry making
D. Photography

8. What type of artwork is Romare Bearden most known for
creating?
A. Paintings
B. Sculptures
C. Collages
D. Photographs

9. Which architectural style is represented by the St.
Andrew's Church in Kiev?
A. Rococo Architecture
B. Neoclassical Architecture
C. Art Deco Architecture
D. Baroque Architecture

10. Which event partially influenced the Neoclassical
movement?
A. The French Revolution
B. The discovery of Pompeii and Herculaneum's ruins
C. The Industrial Revolution
D. The forming of the European Union

Sample study guide, visit https://nystce167visualarts.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 8

SA
M

PLE



Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. B
4. C
5. A
6. B
7. C
8. C
9. A
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What is the function of a transept in a church?
A. To serve as a residential space for clergy
B. To create a cross shape in the layout of the church
C. A place for storage
D. The main area where congregants gather

The transept functions to create a cross shape in the layout of a church, which is a
significant aspect of many Christian church designs, particularly in the Romanesque and
Gothic architectural styles. This design is often symbolic, representing the crucifixion of
Jesus Christ, which holds deep spiritual meaning for many congregations. The transept
typically runs perpendicular to the nave, allowing for a visually and physically distinct
space that separates the main body of the church from the altar area. This architectural
feature enhances the overall structure, making it not only a functional element but also
an important part of the church’s aesthetic and religious symbolism.   The other options
do not accurately reflect the purpose of the transept. While a residential space for clergy
is often included in church complexes, it is not the role of the transept. Similarly, while
storage areas may exist in a church, that is not the function of the transept. The main
area where congregants gather is usually the nave, distinct from the transept's role in
the overall layout.

2. What is a common theme found in the works of Kara
Walker?
A. The exploration of ethnic cultures
B. The artistic depiction of historical events
C. Contemporary societal trends
D. The influence of nature in urban settings

Kara Walker's work often grapples with historical events, particularly focusing on the
legacy of slavery, racism, and the complexities of racial identity in America. Through her
silhouettes and installations, she provocatively engages viewers with the historical
context of African American experiences and the narratives surrounding them. This
thematic exploration challenges conventional representations of history and encourages
critical conversations about the past and its impact on contemporary society.   While
ethnic cultures, societal trends, and nature can be elements in various artists' works,
they do not encapsulate the primary focus found in Walker's oeuvre. The emphasis on
historical events, especially those related to the African American struggle, is what
makes this choice particularly relevant to her artistic intent.
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3. What characterizes color field painting?
A. The blending of colors to create depth
B. The use of solid areas of color that extend to the edges of the

canvas
C. The detailed representation of human forms
D. The incorporation of mixed media

Color field painting is characterized by the use of solid areas of color that extend to the
edges of the canvas. This movement emerged in the 1950s and is associated with artists
who sought to create large expanses of color in a flat application, emphasizing the purity
of the color itself rather than complex forms or images. The artists aimed to evoke
emotions and feelings through these bold and unmodulated fields of color, creating an
immersive experience for the viewer without the distraction of representational imagery. 
The focus on color as the primary means of expression is what distinctly sets color field
painting apart from other movements that may involve deeper blending, representational
elements, or mixed media techniques. This emphasis on color as a segregated and
dominant feature creates a sense of visual harmony and simplicity that is a hallmark of
color field works.

4. Who are iconoclasts?
A. Artists who promote the use of modern iconography
B. Individuals who support religious imagery in worship
C. Critics who attack cherished beliefs or institutions
D. Philosophers analyzing the role of art in society

Iconoclasts are individuals who challenge and attack established beliefs, traditions, or
institutions, particularly those regarded as sacred or unassailable. The term originates
from historical movements, especially during periods of religious upheaval, where
iconoclasts specifically opposed the use of religious images and icons, arguing against
their veneration. This attitude of questioning and dismantling conventional ideas can
encompass various areas, including religion, politics, and cultural norms.   In a broader
sense, iconoclasts serve as catalysts for critical discourse and innovation by encouraging
society to examine and often re-evaluate accepted practices and beliefs. This can lead to
progressive changes and new ideologies that shape society.   The other options refer to
specific roles or perspectives that do not align with the definition of iconoclasts.
Promoters of modern iconography focus on contemporary artistic representations,
supporters of religious imagery advocate for its importance in worship, and philosophers
analyzing the role of art in society engage with conceptual ideas rather than directly
opposing established norms. Thus, the focus of iconoclasts on challenging and critiquing
prevailing beliefs distinctly sets them apart from these other groups.
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5. During which period did jewelry flourish significantly?
A. The Hellenistic period
B. The Medieval period
C. The Baroque period
D. The Victorian period

The Hellenistic period is notable for its significant advancements in various forms of art,
including jewelry-making. This era, which followed the conquests of Alexander the Great
and lasted from the late 4th century to the 1st century BCE, marked a time when cultural
exchanges flourished across the Mediterranean and Near East. Jewelers began to
experiment with new materials and techniques, leading to intricate and elaborate
designs. They also incorporated a variety of gemstones, and the artistry reflected a blend
of influences from different cultures.   The Hellenistic focus on individuality and personal
expression was mirrored in jewelry, which often featured detailed craftsmanship and
symbolic themes. This period is characterized by the use of gold and complex
metalworking techniques, showcasing not only the technological advancements in the
crafting of jewelry but also the social status and personal identity conveyed through
adornments.   In contrast, while the other periods—Medieval, Baroque, and
Victorian—also produced noteworthy jewelry, the Hellenistic period stands out for the
groundbreaking artistry and cultural significance that emerged during its time.

6. How does glazing enhance oil painting?
A. By mixing colors directly into wet paint
B. By applying transparent colors over opaque layers
C. By creating a dry brush effect
D. By using multiple brushes for texture

Glazing enhances oil painting by applying transparent colors over opaque layers. This
technique allows the artist to build depth and richness in color without altering the
underlying layers. The transparency of the glaze lets light pass through, reflecting off the
opaque layer beneath, which can create a luminosity that adds visual interest and
complexity to the artwork.   Using this method, artists can achieve subtle shifts in tone
and value, allowing for more nuanced and sophisticated color variations than would be
possible with direct painting methods. This creates a sense of depth and allows for
corrections or adjustments to be made without disturbing the underlying work, making
glazing a powerful tool in the oil painter's arsenal.   The other methods suggested, such
as mixing colors directly into wet paint, creating dry brush effects, or using multiple
brushes for texture, do not leverage the unique properties of glazing, which emphasize
the interplay of transparency and light in oil paint.
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7. Which of the following is an example of decorative arts?
A. Graphic design
B. Film direction
C. Jewelry making
D. Photography

The example of decorative arts is jewelry making. Decorative arts encompass a range of
artistic disciplines that focus on the design and creation of functional yet aesthetically
pleasing objects. Jewelry making falls into this category because it involves crafting
items that are both ornamental and serve a purpose, often enhancing personal
appearance or symbolizing cultural identity.  In contrast, graphic design is primarily
focused on visual communication and may not always include functional objects, while
film direction pertains to the art of storytelling and cinematic production rather than
decorative practices. Photography, while it can capture beautiful images, is not
inherently about creating objects for decorative use in the same way that jewelry is. This
distinction emphasizes the functional and aesthetic qualities of decorative arts, of which
jewelry making is a prime example.

8. What type of artwork is Romare Bearden most known for
creating?
A. Paintings
B. Sculptures
C. Collages
D. Photographs

Romare Bearden is most recognized for his innovative collages, which are characterized
by the integration of various materials, textures, and images to convey complex themes
related to African American culture and identity. His collages often combine
photographs, magazine cutouts, and painted elements, reflecting a rich narrative quality
that speaks to the experiences of African Americans throughout history. This technique
allowed him to express the cultural and social realities of his community in a visually
dynamic format.   Bearden's approach to collage not only transformed traditional notions
of artistry but also contributed significantly to the broader movements of the Harlem
Renaissance and African American art in the 20th century. His work stands as a
compelling testament to the power of mixed media, making collage the medium most
synonymous with his artistic legacy.
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9. Which architectural style is represented by the St.
Andrew's Church in Kiev?
A. Rococo Architecture
B. Neoclassical Architecture
C. Art Deco Architecture
D. Baroque Architecture

St. Andrew's Church in Kiev is a prominent example of Baroque architecture. This
architectural style is characterized by its grandeur, vibrant details, and dramatic use of
light and shadow. Designed by the architect Bartolomeo Rastrelli in the mid-18th
century, the church showcases the hallmark features of Baroque design, such as its
sweeping curves, ornate decorations, and dynamic forms that create a sense of movement
and theatricality.  The church’s exterior is adorned with lavish stuccowork and features a
distinctive green and gold dome that rises gracefully above the skyline, demonstrating
the Baroque emphasis on creating visually captivating structures that evoke emotion and
awe. Inside, the church is filled with decorative arts that further represent the style's
opulence and elaborate aesthetic.  In contrast to Rococo, which focuses more on ornate
decoration with lighter and more playful themes, or Neoclassical, which emphasizes
simplicity and symmetry based on classical ideals, Baroque architecture encompasses a
more dramatic and emotional expression. Art Deco, on the other hand, embodies a much
later architectural movement with its emphasis on geometric shapes and industrial
materials, which do not align with the traditional features evident in St. Andrew's
Church.

10. Which event partially influenced the Neoclassical
movement?
A. The French Revolution
B. The discovery of Pompeii and Herculaneum's ruins
C. The Industrial Revolution
D. The forming of the European Union

The Neoclassical movement was significantly influenced by the discovery of the ruins of
Pompeii and Herculaneum. These archaeological findings, which began in the mid-18th
century, revealed well-preserved examples of ancient Roman art and architecture. Artists
and thinkers of the time were inspired by the classical forms, themes, and aesthetics that
these ruins represented. This revival of interest in the classical past fostered a desire to
emulate the ideals of ancient Greece and Rome, emphasizing themes of reason, order,
and harmony in art. As the movement developed, it garnered a strong emphasis on
subjects from ancient history, mythology, and moral themes, reflecting the values of
Enlightenment thought.  The other options presented represent significant historical
events but do not directly relate to the emergence of Neoclassicism in the same way. The
French Revolution influenced art and culture, but more as a backdrop rather than a
direct cause. The Industrial Revolution introduced new technologies and themes in art
but did not inspire the return to classical styles that defined Neoclassicism. The forming
of the European Union is a much more contemporary event that came long after the
development of the Neoclassical movement. Thus, the discovery of classical ruins is a
pivotal moment that directly stimulated the aesthetic and intellectual goals
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://nystce167visualarts.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!

Sample study guide, visit https://nystce167visualarts.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions  v-1768377502 | Page 17

SA
M

PLE


