North Carolina Septic
Installer Practice Exam
(Sample)

Study Guide

BY EXAMZIFY

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:

https://ncsepticinstaller.examzify.com




Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit htitps://ncsepticinstaller.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



Table of Contents

Copyright ..o e e 1
Table of Contents ...........cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeaeens 2
INtroduction ...........ccccciciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiir e ceeeeae 3
How to Use This Guide ............cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieniinens 4
L1011 =13 0 ) 1 7 5
ANSWETS ...iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiteteeentaacacosentosentonsncossntosensoscnsanss 8
EXplanations ...........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiieetiacnttnenenes 10

LN T ] 1= 0 1 16




Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

¢ Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
e Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

e Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 - 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. What material is recommended for the construction of
floats in control panels?

A. Wood

B. Rubber

C. Corrosive resistant material
D. Standard plastic

2. Why is it important to have a septic system designed by a
professional?

A. To ensure it is aesthetically pleasing
B. To meet health regulations and requirements
C. To minimize installation costs

D. To guarantee a longer warranty

3. What could be a result of insufficient separation between a
trench bottom and soil wetness?

A. Improved drainage
B. Clogged pipes

C. Septic system failure
D. Enhanced filtration

4. Why are health codes important in the installation of septic
systems?
A. They are optional guidelines for installers
B. They ensure safe practices and protect public health
C. They only apply to commercial properties
D. They limit the types of materials used

5. What health risks are associated with malfunctioning
septic systems?

A. Malfunctioning systems can lead to increased household

expenses

B. Exposure to pathogens and contaminants in water
C. Increased water usage in the household
D. Declining property values
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6. What is one of the steps required for system abandonment?
A. Leave tank intact
B. Only de-energize electrical components
C. Remove contents of the tank
D. Fill tank with concrete

7. Which type of relay is used in septic control panels?
A. Mechanical Relay
B. Solid-State Relay
C. Fluid Relay
D. Magnetic Relay

8. What is the maximum fall allowed in trenches for septic
systems?

A. 1 inch per 100 feet

B. 2 inches per 100 feet
C. 2.5 inches per 100 feet
D. 3 inches per 100 feet

9. What is the main purpose of a septic system?
A. To recycle waste water for irrigation
B. To treat and dispose of household wastewater safely
C. To filter impurities from the groundwater
D. To store waste until picked up by a truck

10. What can excessive pumping of a septic system lead to?
A. Increased longevity of the system
B. Soil depletion in the drain field
C. Increased operational efficiency
D. None of the above
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Explanations




1. What material is recommended for the construction of
floats in control panels?

A. Wood

B. Rubber

C. Corrosive resistant material
D. Standard plastic

Using a corrosive resistant material for the construction of floats in control panels is
essential because of the challenging operating environment that these floats are often
exposed to. In septic systems, floats can come into contact with various substances that
may be acidic or alkaline, along with other chemicals. Materials that resist corrosion
ensure the longevity and proper functionality of the float, preventing degradation due to
exposure to these harsh conditions. Corrosive resistant materials, such as certain
plastics or specialized composites, can withstand chemical attacks, making them ideal
for use in environments where they might be submerged in wastewater or exposed to
potentially harmful chemicals. This reliability is critical in maintaining the operation of
the septic system and ensuring that the control panel performs its necessary functions
without failure.

2. Why is it important to have a septic system designed by a
professional?

A. To ensure it is aesthetically pleasing
B. To meet health regulations and requirements

C. To minimize installation costs
D. To guarantee a longer warranty

Having a septic system designed by a professional is crucial because it ensures
compliance with health regulations and requirements. Septic systems are integral to safe
waste management; improper design and installation can lead to significant public
health risks, including groundwater contamination and the spread of disease.
Professionals possess the knowledge necessary to assess site conditions, soil types, and
water table levels, all of which affect the system's functionality and environmental safety.
Their expertise ensures that the system will operate effectively and adhere to local and
state regulations, which are in place to protect both individual properties and the
broader community's health. While aesthetics, costs, and warranties are factors to
consider, the paramount concern is the system's safety and regulatory compliance.
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3. What could be a result of insufficient separation between a
trench bottom and soil wetness?

A. Improved drainage
B. Clogged pipes

C. Septic system failure
D. Enhanced filtration

The result of insufficient separation between the trench bottom and soil wetness can lead
to septic system failure. When the trench where the septic system leach fields are located
is too close to groundwater or saturated soil, it inhibits the proper absorption and
treatment of effluent. The effluent cannot effectively filter through the soil, leading to
poor treatment and the potential for backup or overflow. This situation can create
significant health hazards and environmental issues, as untreated waste may surface or
contaminate nearby water sources. In contrast, improved drainage, clogged pipes, and
enhanced filtration are all conditions that would likely arise from proper separation and
functioning systems. Therefore, understanding the relationship between trench depth,
soil saturation, and system efficacy is crucial in septic system installation and
maintenance to prevent failures.

4. Why are health codes important in the installation of septic
systems?

A. They are optional guidelines for installers
B. They ensure safe practices and protect public health

C. They only apply to commercial properties
D. They limit the types of materials used

Health codes are crucial in the installation of septic systems because they establish
regulations that ensure safe practices, ultimately protecting public health. Septic
systems are responsible for treating and disposing of wastewater from homes and
businesses. When these systems are not installed to code, they can malfunction or fail,
leading to contamination of groundwater and surface water, which can cause serious
health risks to the community. By adhering to health codes, installers promote the
proper functioning of septic systems, minimizing the risk of environmental pollution and
the spread of waterborne diseases. These codes also provide standardized procedures
that can help ensure the systems are durable and effective in waste treatment, thus
preserving the overall health of the local environment and population. Other options
suggest misconceptions about the nature of these codes, underestimating their
importance and the wide-ranging implications they have on both residential and
commercial properties. They are not optional, nor are they solely applicable to
commercial properties. Additionally, while material restrictions can be part of the codes,
their primary purpose extends to broader health and safety considerations.
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5. What health risks are associated with malfunctioning
septic systems?

A. Malfunctioning systems can lead to increased household
expenses

B. Exposure to pathogens and contaminants in water
C. Increased water usage in the household

D. Declining property values

Malfunctioning septic systems pose significant health risks primarily due to the potential
exposure to pathogens and contaminants in water. When a septic system is not
functioning properly, it can cause untreated sewage to leak into the surrounding soil and
groundwater. This leakage introduces harmful bacteria, viruses, and other pathogens
into the environment, which can contaminate drinking water sources or surface water.
Exposure to these pathogens can lead to serious illnesses, including gastrointestinal
infections, hepatitis, and other waterborne diseases. Addressing the health risks
associated with faulty septic systems is crucial because it directly impacts public health
and safety. Ensuring that septic systems are adequately maintained and functioning
properly helps prevent the spread of disease and protects both the environment and local
communities.

6. What is one of the steps required for system abandonment?
A. Leave tank intact
B. Only de-energize electrical components
C. Remove contents of the tank
D. Fill tank with concrete

One of the key steps required for system abandonment involves the removal of contents
from the tank. This action is vital because it ensures that any remaining wastewater or
sludge is properly disposed of, preventing potential environmental contamination.
Leaving the tank with its contents can lead to issues such as odors, groundwater
pollution, or even structural damage to the tank itself over time. Clearing the tank of its
contents allows for any necessary inspections and assessments, ensuring that the
abandonment process complies with local regulations and environmental standards. It is
also a preparatory step for any further actions, whether that means filling the tank or
dismantling it entirely. Properly handling the contents demonstrates responsible
environmental stewardship, as it addresses the risks associated with abandoned septic
systems.
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7. Which type of relay is used in septic control panels?
A. Mechanical Relay
B. Solid-State Relay
C. Fluid Relay
D. Magnetic Relay

The solid-state relay is used in septic control panels primarily due to its ability to provide
reliable, efficient, and low-maintenance operation. Unlike mechanical relays, which use
moving parts to open and close circuits, solid-state relays utilize semiconductor devices
to perform these functions. This results in faster switching times, greater durability, and
improved resistance to wear and tear over time. In environments such as septic systems,
where reliability is crucial, solid-state relays are favored because they minimize the risk
of failure that can arise from mechanical wear. Additionally, solid-state relays offer
better performance in handling electrical noise and can switch higher loads without the
need for extensive heat sinking typically required by traditional mechanical relays.
Overall, the characteristics of solid-state relays align well with the operational

requirements of septic control panels, ensuring efficient monitoring and response to
system needs.

8. What is the maximum fall allowed in trenches for septic
systems?

A. 1 inch per 100 feet

B. 2 inches per 100 feet
C. 2.5 inches per 100 feet
D. 3 inches per 100 feet

The correct response reflects the guidelines for trench slopes in septic system
installations. The maximum fall allowed in trenches is set to ensure proper functioning of
the system while preventing issues associated with excessive slope, such as
sedimentation or inefficient drainage. A fall of 2.5 inches per 100 feet strikes a balance
between allowing adequate wastewater flow and preventing potential complications that
can arise from steeper inclines, which could lead to malfunction or damage to the

system. Understanding this maximum fall is crucial for septic installers, as adhering to
these specifications helps maintain the longevity and efficiency of septic systems while
complying with regulatory standards. It ensures that wastewater is effectively handled

without overwhelming the drain field, thereby protecting public health and the
environment.
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9. What is the main purpose of a septic system?
A. To recycle waste water for irrigation
B. To treat and dispose of household wastewater safely

C. To filter impurities from the groundwater
D. To store waste until picked up by a truck

The main purpose of a septic system is to treat and dispose of household wastewater
safely. This system is designed to handle the waste produced by homes that are not
connected to a centralized sewer system. It functions by collecting wastewater from the
household, allowing solid waste to settle at the bottom of the septic tank, while the liquid
effluent is treated and filtered through a drain field, promoting natural microbial
processes that break down contaminants. By responsibly treating and dispersing
wastewater, septic systems help protect both public health and the environment. Other
options, while they might relate to wastewater management in different contexts, do not
accurately convey the primary function of a septic system. For instance, recycling
wastewater for irrigation focuses on reusing water rather than safely treating and
disposing of it. Similarly, filtering groundwater and storing waste until picked up by a
truck pertain to different systems or methods of waste management that are not the core
purpose of septic systems.

10. What can excessive pumping of a septic system lead to?
A. Increased longevity of the system

B. Soil depletion in the drain field
C. Increased operational efficiency
D. None of the above

Excessive pumping of a septic system can lead to soil depletion in the drain field because
frequent removal of effluent can disrupt the natural bacterial processes that break down
waste. The drain field relies on these bacteria to effectively treat the effluent and help
maintain the health and functionality of the soil and its ability to filter and absorb water.
When a septic tank is pumped too often, the beneficial microorganisms that help in the
decomposition of solids and the treatment of wastewater are removed along with the
effluent. Over time, this can impair the system's efficiency, leading to reduced soil health
and its ability to properly absorb and treat wastewater. As a consequence, the soil may
become less effective at filtering contaminants, potentially leading to environmental
problems and system failures. Understanding the importance of maintaining the right
pumping schedule is crucial for the longevity and efficiency of the septic system,
ensuring it continues to function effectively without causing harm to the drain field soil.
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://ncsepticinstaller.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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