
North Carolina (NC) Permit
Practice Test (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:
https://ncpermit.examzify.com



Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://ncpermit.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SA
M

PLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.......................................................................................
Table of Contents 2..........................................................................
Introduction 3..................................................................................
How to Use This Guide 4..................................................................
Questions 5.......................................................................................
Answers 8.........................................................................................
Explanations 10................................................................................
Next Steps 16...................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://ncpermit.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SA
M

PLE



IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What is a possible effect of combining alcohol with
medication?
A. The medication will always overpower the alcohol.
B. Their combined effects can be unpredictable.
C. There will be no effect since they cancel out each other's

impact.
D. Only medication will show effects.

2. Can you be prosecuted in a criminal court of law if you are
intercepted as you are driving under the influence of a
prescribed medication?
A. Not if you bring the prescription with you.
B. No, as long as you do not reach 0.08.
C. No, if something happens the doctor will be prosecuted.
D. Yes, the law requires you to be in full control of yourself

when you drive.

3. Highway accidents occur most frequently:
A. At intersections
B. On bridges
C. On curves
D. On hills

4. A driver was convicted of a second DWI 3 years ago. He/She
gets convicted of DWI again.
A. Both A and B
B. He/She gets a permanent revocation
C. He/She is imprisoned from 14 days to 24 months
D. Neither A nor B

5. What is one of the effects of alcohol on the driver's eyes?
A. They eyes tend to stare at a point
B. The eyes catch very early other drivers' mistakes
C. The eyes notice better motions on the sides
D. The eyes scan very actively
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6. How far should you signal before making a turn?
A. At least 50 feet
B. At least 75 feet
C. At least 100 feet
D. At least 150 feet

7. Which of the following statements is false?
A. A heavier person can eliminate alcohol faster than a lighter

person.
B. A heavier person has to ingest more alcohol than a lighter

person to reach the same blood alcohol content.
C. A heavier person needs to drink more than a lighter person

because alcohol mixes with the body fluids. Obviously, a heavier
person has more body fluids than a lighter person.

D. If two persons drink at the same speed, the heavier person
will need longer to reach the same blood alcohol concentration.

8. To reduce speed while going down a steep hill, you should
do which of the following?
A. Both A and B.
B. Drive in a zigzag pattern.
C. Neither A nor B.
D. Use a lower gear.

9. How far in advance should you prepare to exit the highway?
A. At least 500 feet
B. At least 750 feet
C. At least 1,000 feet
D. At least 1,500 feet

10. A person has been drinking but did not reach 0.08. Can
we assume that he/she can drive safely?
A. Yes, if the driver ate before drinking.
B. Yes, if the driver is a heavy person.
C. Yes, if the driver is not too tired.
D. No, because even smaller amounts can affect judgment.
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Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. A
4. C
5. B
6. C
7. B
8. A
9. C
10. C
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Explanations
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1. What is a possible effect of combining alcohol with
medication?
A. The medication will always overpower the alcohol.
B. Their combined effects can be unpredictable.
C. There will be no effect since they cancel out each other's

impact.
D. Only medication will show effects.

The correct answer highlights the unpredictable nature of combining alcohol with
medication. When these two substances are mixed, the interaction can vary significantly
based on multiple factors, including the type of medication, the amount of alcohol
consumed, and the individual's unique physiology. This unpredictability can lead to
enhanced side effects, reduced effectiveness of the medication, or even dangerous
reactions that could affect a person’s health and safety.  Looking at the other options, it's
important to note that alcohol does not simply get overpowered by medication; rather,
they can interact in complex ways. Likewise, there is often not a straightforward
cancellation of effects. The combination can amplify certain effects rather than negate
them. Lastly, the claim that only medication will show effects overlooks the significant
impact that alcohol can have on the body and how it can alter the effects of any
concurrently consumed medication.

2. Can you be prosecuted in a criminal court of law if you are
intercepted as you are driving under the influence of a
prescribed medication?
A. Not if you bring the prescription with you.
B. No, as long as you do not reach 0.08.
C. No, if something happens the doctor will be prosecuted.
D. Yes, the law requires you to be in full control of yourself

when you drive.
The correct answer indicates that you can indeed be prosecuted for driving under the
influence of prescribed medication, regardless of whether your blood alcohol content
(BAC) is below the legal limit of 0.08. The law requires that all drivers operate their
vehicles in a safe and controlled manner, and impairment caused by any substance,
including prescription medications, can lead to criminal charges.   In this context, even if
someone is legally prescribed medication, it can still impair their ability to drive, which is
why full control while driving is crucial. The fact that you did not exceed a specific BAC
threshold does not provide immunity from prosecution if you are found to be impaired
due to medication. This reinforces the understanding that the focus is not solely on
alcohol content but on overall impairment, making it vital for drivers to be aware of how
their medications affect their abilities.
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3. Highway accidents occur most frequently:
A. At intersections
B. On bridges
C. On curves
D. On hills

Accidents at intersections are indeed the most frequent type of highway accidents. This is
primarily due to the high volume of traffic and the various vehicle movements that take
place at these points, such as turning left or right, merging with traffic, or crossing paths
with vehicles coming from different directions. Intersections often involve a mix of
different road users, including cars, trucks, bicycles, and pedestrians, which increases
the likelihood of collisions.   While accidents can also occur on bridges, curves, and hills,
these locations generally do not have the same level of complexity and traffic interactions
as intersections, which contributes to their higher accident rates. Thus, the nature of
traffic at intersections significantly increases the potential for accidents compared to
other road features.

4. A driver was convicted of a second DWI 3 years ago. He/She
gets convicted of DWI again.
A. Both A and B
B. He/She gets a permanent revocation
C. He/She is imprisoned from 14 days to 24 months
D. Neither A nor B

The conviction of a second DWI within a specific timeframe leads to significant legal
consequences in North Carolina. When a driver is found guilty of a DWI for the third
time, the law imposes severe penalties that can include imprisonment.   For a third DWI
offense, North Carolina law mandates a minimum of 14 days and can extend all the way
to 24 months of imprisonment, reflecting the state’s strict approach to repeated offenses
in terms of driving while impaired. This serves both as a deterrent for the individual and
a measure aimed at increasing public safety.  Understanding the multiphase penalties for
driving while intoxicated, especially as offenses accumulate, is critical for drivers to
comprehend the seriousness of impaired driving and the potential for escalating
consequences with each subsequent violation.

5. What is one of the effects of alcohol on the driver's eyes?
A. They eyes tend to stare at a point
B. The eyes catch very early other drivers' mistakes
C. The eyes notice better motions on the sides
D. The eyes scan very actively

The correct understanding of how alcohol affects a driver's eyes is that they tend to stare
at a point. Alcohol can impair a driver’s ability to focus and track moving objects. This
fixation on a single point can decrease their awareness of their surroundings, making it
difficult to notice important details, such as other vehicles or road signs.   While some
might think that alcohol could enhance certain visual capabilities, such as early
detection of mistakes made by other drivers or improved peripheral motion detection,
this is not the case. Instead, alcohol primarily hinders a driver's reaction time and the
ability to effectively process their environment, leading to impaired judgement and safety
on the road. Therefore, the tendency to focus on one point instead of scanning the
environment effectively illustrates the impairment caused by alcohol when driving.
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6. How far should you signal before making a turn?
A. At least 50 feet
B. At least 75 feet
C. At least 100 feet
D. At least 150 feet

You should signal at least 100 feet before making a turn. This distance is important
because it gives other drivers ample time to react to your intentions. By signaling well in
advance, you communicate your planned movement clearly, which can help prevent
accidents or confusion on the road. This practice is especially crucial in situations where
visibility is limited or where there may be other vehicles, cyclists, or pedestrians nearby.
The 100-foot guideline ensures that your signaling is both timely and effective,
promoting safe driving habits.

7. Which of the following statements is false?
A. A heavier person can eliminate alcohol faster than a lighter

person.
B. A heavier person has to ingest more alcohol than a lighter

person to reach the same blood alcohol content.
C. A heavier person needs to drink more than a lighter person

because alcohol mixes with the body fluids. Obviously, a heavier
person has more body fluids than a lighter person.

D. If two persons drink at the same speed, the heavier person
will need longer to reach the same blood alcohol concentration.

The statement that a heavier person has to ingest more alcohol than a lighter person to
reach the same blood alcohol content is indeed accurate, making it a false statement in
the context of this question. This is due to the fact that a heavier individual generally has
a higher volume of body water and other fluids, which dilutes the alcohol more
effectively. Consequently, a heavier person can maintain a lower concentration of blood
alcohol for the same amount of alcohol consumed compared to a lighter person.  In
contrast, the other statements correctly reflect physiological principles. For instance, the
first statement acknowledges that metabolic rates can vary based on body mass,
indicating that a heavier person might more effectively process alcohol. The third
statement reinforces the understanding that increased body mass correlates with larger
fluid volumes, which directly impacts alcohol absorption and concentration levels.
Finally, the fourth statement is also true, as it suggests that if both individuals drink at
the same pace, the heavier individual will indeed take longer to reach a higher blood
alcohol concentration, again due to the dilution factor associated with their larger body
mass.
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8. To reduce speed while going down a steep hill, you should
do which of the following?
A. Both A and B.
B. Drive in a zigzag pattern.
C. Neither A nor B.
D. Use a lower gear.

The most effective method for reducing speed while going down a steep hill is to use a
lower gear. This technique helps maintain control of the vehicle by allowing the engine to
assist in slowing down through engine braking. When you shift to a lower gear, it
increases the engine's RPMs and creates more resistance against the motion of the
vehicle, which reduces the need to constantly apply the brakes.  Driving in a zigzag
pattern is not a safe or effective strategy for managing speed on a steep decline. Such
maneuvers could lead to loss of control and increase the risk of an accident. The idea of
zigzagging often arises from a misunderstanding of how to navigate steep inclines or
declines safely.  In summary, opting for a lower gear is the correct choice when
approaching a steep hill, as it aids in speed control without relying heavily on the brakes,
which could overheat and fail.

9. How far in advance should you prepare to exit the highway?
A. At least 500 feet
B. At least 750 feet
C. At least 1,000 feet
D. At least 1,500 feet

When preparing to exit the highway, it is recommended to begin your preparations at
least 1,000 feet in advance. This distance allows drivers sufficient time to safely signal
their intention to exit and to change lanes if necessary. It also gives ample time to assess
traffic conditions and ensure that all maneuvers can be performed safely without
rushing. This advance notice is particularly important on high-speed roadways, where
vehicles are traveling at greater speeds and the opportunity to make lane changes or
adjust speed can be more limited.  By starting your exit preparation at this distance, you
can reduce the chances of last-minute decisions that might lead to unsafe driving
practices or sudden braking, contributing to overall road safety.

Sample study guide, visit https://ncpermit.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 14

SA
M

PLE



10. A person has been drinking but did not reach 0.08. Can
we assume that he/she can drive safely?
A. Yes, if the driver ate before drinking.
B. Yes, if the driver is a heavy person.
C. Yes, if the driver is not too tired.
D. No, because even smaller amounts can affect judgment.

The belief that a person can drive safely solely based on certain conditions, such as their
weight or whether they are tired, overlooks the fact that alcohol affects individuals
differently. Even if a person has consumed less than 0.08 blood alcohol concentration
(BAC), alcohol can still impair cognitive functions and motor skills to some extent,
leading to potentially dangerous situations while driving.   Driving ability is not solely
determined by BAC levels but also by factors such as the individual's tolerance to alcohol,
the quantity consumed, and other situational factors. Therefore, it's essential to
recognize that even small amounts of alcohol can impair judgment, coordination, and
reaction times, making it unsafe to drive. This highlights the importance of making
responsible choices regarding driving after drinking, regardless of perceived condition.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://ncpermit.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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