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1. Who may not take the acknowledgment of parties in a
written marriage contract?
A. A notary public
B. A married individual
C. An attorney
D. Any eligible person

2. What is the primary role of a notary public in New York
State?
A. To serve as an impartial witness to document signing
B. To provide legal advice to clients
C. To create and draft legal documents
D. To act as a mediator in disputes

3. What is defined as an agreement between competent
parties to do or not do certain things for legal consideration?
A. Contract
B. Consideration
C. Conveyance
D. Escrow

4. Is there any exemption for those acting as attorneys in New
York State?
A. Yes, for law students and society officers
B. No exemptions exist
C. Only for retired attorneys
D. Only for military personnel

5. What is one eligibility requirement to become a notary
public in New York?
A. Must be a resident of New York State
B. Must hold a law degree
C. Must be younger than 18 years
D. Must have prior notarization experience
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6. Which of the following is NOT a requirement for being a
notary public in New York?
A. Must pass a written exam
B. Must be at least 18 years old
C. Must be a resident or have a business in New York
D. Must not have felony convictions

7. Within how many days must a copy of the notary public's
certificate be mailed to the lessee after opening a safe
deposit box?
A. 3 days
B. 5 days
C. 10 days
D. 30 days

8. If a notary loses their seal, what is the first step they
should take?
A. Replace it on their own
B. Notify the appropriate authorities
C. Stop performing notarizations
D. Wait for a week to see if it turns up

9. When is the Secretary of State required to verify
educational qualifications for notary applicants?
A. Always, without exceptions
B. Only for applicants who are not attorneys
C. Only if the applicant has never been a notary before
D. It is optional for the Secretary of State

10. What should a notary do if a signer cannot provide
identification?
A. Notarize the document regardless
B. Ask for a relative to vouch for their identity
C. Decline to notarize the document
D. Use another document as proof of identity
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1. A
2. A
3. A
4. A
5. A
6. A
7. C
8. B
9. B
10. C
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Explanations

7Sample study guide. Visit https://nysnotary.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. Who may not take the acknowledgment of parties in a
written marriage contract?
A. A notary public
B. A married individual
C. An attorney
D. Any eligible person

The correct answer identifies individuals who have a conflict of interest in the
transaction. A notary public, who serves as an impartial witness, should not take the
acknowledgment of parties in a marriage contract when they themselves are a party to
that contract. Acknowledgments require the notary to remain neutral, and if they are
involved in the marriage contract, their impartiality is compromised.  On the other hand,
married individuals may be able to witness or take part in such agreements, provided
they are not parties to the contract themselves. Attorneys can acknowledge parties in
contracts as long as they maintain impartiality, and any eligible person can also act as a
witness or acknowledge parties, as long as they are not directly involved in the contract.
Thus, the restriction placed on notaries in this scenario ensures that the integrity of the
acknowledgment process remains intact.

2. What is the primary role of a notary public in New York
State?
A. To serve as an impartial witness to document signing
B. To provide legal advice to clients
C. To create and draft legal documents
D. To act as a mediator in disputes

The primary role of a notary public in New York State is to serve as an impartial witness
to the signing of important documents. This function is crucial because it helps to
prevent fraud and ensures that the parties involved are entering into agreements
voluntarily and with an understanding of the content. By verifying the identity of signers
and observing the signing process, a notary upholds the integrity of documents such as
contracts, deeds, and affidavits.  Notaries do not provide legal advice or create legal
documents; their responsibilities are strictly limited to witnessing signatures and
administering oaths. This is different from the roles of legal professionals like attorneys,
who do offer guidance and draft legal paperwork. Additionally, notaries are not mediators
and do not resolve disputes; their focus remains on the authentication of signatures and
the execution of documents in a fair and unbiased manner. This essential function builds
trust in the legal process and helps maintain the validity of executed documents.
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3. What is defined as an agreement between competent
parties to do or not do certain things for legal consideration?
A. Contract
B. Consideration
C. Conveyance
D. Escrow

The correct answer is a contract, which is fundamentally defined as a legally binding
agreement between competent parties. This agreement entails an obligation to do or
abstain from doing specific actions in exchange for legal consideration, which refers to
something of value that is exchanged between the parties involved, such as money,
services, or goods. Contracts can be written or oral, though certain types must be in
writing to be enforceable.  Consideration, while a crucial element of a contract, does not
encompass the entire definition itself; rather, it is a key component that demonstrates
the agreement's legality. Conveyance typically refers to the process of transferring
ownership of property from one party to another, which does not entail the broader
concept of an agreement to act (or refrain from acting) as seen in a contract. Escrow
involves the holding of funds or documents by a third party until certain conditions are
fulfilled and is not defined as an agreement between parties but rather a financial
arrangement related to the execution of certain actions specified in agreements, such as
contracts.

4. Is there any exemption for those acting as attorneys in New
York State?
A. Yes, for law students and society officers
B. No exemptions exist
C. Only for retired attorneys
D. Only for military personnel

In New York State, there is indeed an exemption for certain individuals, including law
students and society officers, when it comes to the practice of law or the duties
associated with it. Law students are often allowed to perform certain legal tasks under
the supervision of licensed attorneys, which provides them with practical experience
while ensuring that the necessary legal protocols are followed.  Society officers,
particularly those in established legal societies, may also have specific exemptions that
allow them to carry out certain functions without facing the same restrictions as
non-attorneys. This allows for the necessary administrative and supportive functions
within legal and professional organizations while still maintaining the integrity of legal
practices.  Other demographic groups, such as retired attorneys or military personnel,
may have different regulations or allowances, but they do not fall under the same
categories as law students or society officers with regard to this particular exemption.
Therefore, the correct response highlights the specific provisions available to law
students and society officers in New York State.
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5. What is one eligibility requirement to become a notary
public in New York?
A. Must be a resident of New York State
B. Must hold a law degree
C. Must be younger than 18 years
D. Must have prior notarization experience

To become a notary public in New York, one key eligibility requirement is being a
resident of New York State. This residency requirement ensures that the notary is
familiar with local laws, regulations, and the communities they serve. It also establishes
a legal basis for the notary's authority within the state, as notaries perform official acts
that are valid only within the jurisdiction of their residence. Other factors, such as age
and educational background, while important in different contexts, do not permit
someone to fulfill the role of a notary public in New York. Specifically, you do not need a
law degree, must be at least 18 years old, and prior notarization experience is not a
prerequisite for becoming a notary.

6. Which of the following is NOT a requirement for being a
notary public in New York?
A. Must pass a written exam
B. Must be at least 18 years old
C. Must be a resident or have a business in New York
D. Must not have felony convictions

In New York, passing a written exam is indeed not a requirement to become a notary
public. Instead, individuals must meet certain criteria to qualify. These include being at
least 18 years old, being a resident of New York or having a business in the state, and
maintaining a clean legal record, specifically not having felony convictions.   The other
options represent actual requirements for becoming a notary in New York. Age is a
factor, ensuring that applicants are of legal age to understand their duties. Residency or
having a business connection to New York establishes a legitimate reason for the
applicant to perform notarial acts. Furthermore, the stipulation regarding felony
convictions ensures that individuals with serious legal infractions are not in positions of
trust, which underlines the integrity required in the role of a notary public.
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7. Within how many days must a copy of the notary public's
certificate be mailed to the lessee after opening a safe
deposit box?
A. 3 days
B. 5 days
C. 10 days
D. 30 days

The requirement to mail a copy of the notary public's certificate to the lessee after
opening a safe deposit box is indeed set at 10 days. This specific timeframe is established
to ensure that the lessee is provided with timely notification while allowing the notary
sufficient time to prepare and send the necessary documentation. Providing this notice
within 10 days serves as a safeguard, keeping all parties informed and ensuring
accountability in the handling of the safe deposit box contents.   In contrast, shorter
timeframes such as 3, 5, or even 30 days would not meet the legal requirements for this
process, which emphasizes the importance of prompt communication without
unnecessarily rushing the procedure. The 10-day requirement strikes a balance between
efficiency and due diligence.

8. If a notary loses their seal, what is the first step they
should take?
A. Replace it on their own
B. Notify the appropriate authorities
C. Stop performing notarizations
D. Wait for a week to see if it turns up

When a notary loses their seal, the most crucial first step is to notify the appropriate
authorities. This typically involves contacting the state notary regulating office or other
relevant government agency overseeing notary practices. By promptly reporting the loss,
the notary helps protect the integrity of the notarization process and prevents potential
fraud or misuse of their seal.   Taking this action also allows the regulatory body to guide
the notary on the next steps to take, which may include how to replace the lost seal or
any legal ramifications that may arise from its loss. Timely notification helps ensure that
the notary complies with state laws and maintains the trust placed in them by the public. 
Other options such as replacing the seal independently could lead to unapproved or
invalid seals, while stopping notarizations would not address the need for proper
oversight regarding the lost seal. Waiting for a week to see if the seal turns up would
potentially expose the notary to risks and liabilities during that time. Thus, notifying the
authorities effectively aligns with best practices for notaries handling the loss of their
seal.
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9. When is the Secretary of State required to verify
educational qualifications for notary applicants?
A. Always, without exceptions
B. Only for applicants who are not attorneys
C. Only if the applicant has never been a notary before
D. It is optional for the Secretary of State

The requirement that the Secretary of State verifies educational qualifications for notary
applicants is specifically applicable to those who are not licensed attorneys. This
distinction exists because attorneys are already required to meet rigorous educational
and credentialing standards as part of their law practice. Therefore, verifying
qualifications for not-lawyers ensures that all notary applicants have the necessary
background and education to perform their duties effectively.   The notion that this
verification is only for non-attorneys underscores the state's emphasis on maintaining
standards among individuals who may not have the same level of professional training as
those in legal professions. As such, the other options do not align with this specific
requirement and suggest broader or less targeted conditions than what is actually
mandated by law.

10. What should a notary do if a signer cannot provide
identification?
A. Notarize the document regardless
B. Ask for a relative to vouch for their identity
C. Decline to notarize the document
D. Use another document as proof of identity

When a signer cannot provide identification, the appropriate action for a notary is to
decline to notarize the document. This is crucial because the notary's role is to verify the
identity of signers to ensure the integrity of the notarization process. Without proper
identification, the notary cannot be confident in the identity of the individual, which is
essential for preventing fraud and ensuring that the documents being notarized are valid.
Notarization is a serious legal act that entails confirming that the signer is who they
claim to be, and this assurance is typically provided through valid government-issued
identification. If a signer lacks identification, it puts the notary in a difficult position, as
the notary's duty to act responsibly and protect against potential misuse of the
notarization is paramount. Documentation or other informal means to vouch for a
signer's identity, like asking a relative, is not an appropriate substitute for formal
identification and does not meet the legal requirements established for notarizations.  
Thus, the decision to decline to notarize when identification cannot be established aligns
with the notary's obligations under New York law, reinforcing the importance of verifying
identity in maintaining the integrity of the notarization process.
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