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Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

¢ Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
e Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

e Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 - 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. What is the immediate danger to a person overboard?
A. Being struck by the vessel's hull or propeller.
B. Drowning due to water intake.
C. Getting lost at sea.
D. Getting cold.

2. What is the visibility arc of a stern white light?
A. Dead ahead to 90 degrees on either side.
B. 360° around the horizon.
C. Dead astern to 67.5 degrees on either side, total 135°.
D. Visible 180° behind the vessel.

3. How does the propeller work?
A. Pushes water toward the bow
B. Rotates in the water to force water behind the boat
C. Reduces drag on the hull
D. Controls steering

4. What is the appearance of the Alpha flag?
A. Left half white, right half blue with a triangular cut out
B. All white
C. All blue
D. Red with a white diagonal stripe

5. A personal watercraft may operate in which locations?
A. The same places as a Public Vessel
B. Only in designated PWC zones
C. Only at night
D. Only in shallow bays
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6. Which actions should you take to avoid a collision?

A. Allow ample time, back off quickly on the throttles, make a
large turn, and use good seamanship.

B. Increase your speed to pass first, maintain current throttle,
stay on course, and honk to warn others.

C. Maintain your course, keep the same throttle, and wait for
the other boat to move.

D. Stop immediately and reverse engines to stop the other boat.

7. Before starting gasoline engines, what should be done to
ventilate the engine space?

A. Run the exhaust blower for at least four minutes prior to
starting the engine.

B. Open hatches to ventilate.
C. Start engine immediately with no ventilation.
D. Ventilate only after the engine is started.

8. When a law enforcement officer requests it, what must
every owner or operator of Public Vessels show?

A. Their certificates and licenses
B. Their social security number
C. A valid fishing license

D. Their first aid certification

9. PFD Type Il is best described as?
A. Offshore Jacket
B. Near Shore Buoyant Vest
C. Flotation Aid
D. Throwable Cushion

10. For PFD carriage specifics on Public Vessels, where
should you look?

A. The vessel's owner manual
B. The booklet

C. The internet

D. The captain's notes
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Explanations




1. What is the immediate danger to a person overboard?

A. Being struck by the vessel's hull or propeller.

B. Drowning due to water intake.
C. Getting lost at sea.
D. Getting cold.

When someone is overboard, the fastest and most immediate danger is contact with the
moving parts of the vessel—the hull or the propeller. A boat can reach a person in the
water within seconds, and a rotating propeller can cause severe, even fatal injuries very
quickly. The hull can also strike a person if they are near the edge or behind the vessel.
Drowning, hypothermia, or becoming separated from the crew are serious risks too, but
they develop after the initial moment and aren’t as instantaneous as being hit by the
boat’s moving parts.

2. What is the visibility arc of a stern white light?
A. Dead ahead to 90 degrees on either side.
B. 360° around the horizon.
C. Dead astern to 67.5 degrees on either side, total 135°.
D. Visible 180° behind the vessel.

The concept tested is how a stern white light is visible relative to the vessel’s rear. The
stern light is placed at the back and is intended to be seen from directly behind and out
to the rear quarters. It has an arc of visibility from dead astern to 67.5 degrees on either
side, totaling 135 degrees. This specific coverage lets other vessels behind or to the rear
quarters detect the vessel and gauge its heading, without the light appearing forward of
the beam and risking confusion with forward navigation lights. Options that describe a
full 360° arc, or a frontward or purely rearward 180° arc, don’t match the regulatory
stern-light visibility.

3. How does the propeller work?
A. Pushes water toward the bow
B. Rotates in the water to force water behind the boat
C. Reduces drag on the hull
D. Controls steering

Propulsion comes from the propeller spinning its blades to push water backward. By
accelerating water toward the stern, the propeller creates a forward thrust on the hull
(Newton’s third law: every action has an equal and opposite reaction). That backward
push of water is what moves the boat forward. It doesn’t push water toward the bow, it
doesn’t reduce hull drag, and steering is handled by the rudder, not the propulsion itself.
Reversing the gear can push water forward to create reverse thrust.
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4. What is the appearance of the Alpha flag?

A. Left half white, right half blue with a triangular cut out
B. All white
C. All blue

D. Red with a white diagonal stripe

This flag is identified by its two-tone split with a distinctive notch: the left half is white,
the right half blue, and there is a triangular cut-out on the boundary between the colors.
This white-on-left, blue-on-right pattern with the triangular notch is how Alpha is
designed to look, making it stand out in any conditions. In practice, Alpha is used to
signal that the vessel has a diver down and that other vessels should keep well clear at
slow speed. The other described appearances—solid white, solid blue, or red with a white
diagonal stripe—do not match Alpha’s two-tone design.

5. A personal watercraft may operate in which locations?
A. The same places as a Public Vessel
B. Only in designated PWC zones
C. Only at night
D. Only in shallow bays

Personal watercraft operate in the same waterways as other vessels. They’re not limited
to special PWC-only areas; they can use the same bodies of water as public vessels,
provided you follow all the same rules and any posted restrictions. That means you must
comply with speed limits, no-wake zones, markings, and any area-specific rules, and
always prioritize safety. The other statements imply blanket limits that aren’t correct:

PWCs aren’t restricted to designated PWC zones, aren’t limited to night operation, and
aren’t confined to shallow bays.

6. Which actions should you take to avoid a collision?

A. Allow ample time, back off quickly on the throttles, make a
large turn, and use good seamanship.

B. Increase your speed to pass first, maintain current throttle,
stay on course, and honk to warn others.

C. Maintain your course, keep the same throttle, and wait for
the other boat to move.

D. Stop immediately and reverse engines to stop the other boat.

When two vessels are on a riskier close-quarters path, the priority is to avoid collision by
taking early, decisive action: give way through speed reduction and a course change,
while practicing good seamanship. Slowing down quickly reduces the chance of a
dangerous approach, and making a large turn alters your path enough to clear the other
vessel’s course. Doing so with proper seamanship includes keeping a proper lookout,
communicating as needed, and ensuring you have enough space to maneuver safely.
Rushing to pass or staying on the same course without changing speed keeps you in the
same path and reduces your ability to avoid a collision. Waiting for the other boat to
move or stopping and reversing to stop the other vessel is not practical or safe in most
situations and can create new hazards.
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7. Before starting gasoline engines, what should be done to
ventilate the engine space?

A. Run the exhaust blower for at least four minutes prior to
starting the engine.

B. Open hatches to ventilate.
C. Start engine immediately with no ventilation.
D. Ventilate only after the engine is started.

Gasoline engine spaces can accumulate flammable vapors, and those vapors can ignite if
a spark or hot surface is present. To prevent this, you need forced ventilation before
ignition. Running the exhaust blower for at least four minutes pushes vapors out of the
engine space and brings in fresh air, reducing the vapor concentration to a safer level
prior to starting the engine. Opening hatches alone helps but may not remove vapors
quickly enough, and starting the engine without ventilation or ventilating only after

starting creates a real ignition risk. This four-minute blower pre-ventilation is the proper
precaution.

8. When a law enforcement officer requests it, what must
every owner or operator of Public Vessels show?

A. Their certificates and licenses

B. Their social security number
C. A valid fishing license
D. Their first aid certification

When a law enforcement officer requests it, you must be able to prove you are authorized
to operate the vessel. Showing your certificates and licenses demonstrates that you and
the vessel meet the required regulatory standards, such as proper registration and any
required operator credentials or safety certifications. A Social Security number isn’t a
regulatory credential and isn’t something you’d be asked to display; a fishing license
applies only to fishing activities and isn’t a general operating requirement; a first aid
certificate, while helpful in some contexts, isn’t universally required to show on demand.
So the on-demand documentation you need to present is your certificates and licenses.

9. PFD Type II is best described as?
A. Offshore Jacket
B. Near Shore Buoyant Vest
C. Flotation Aid
D. Throwable Cushion

PFD Type II is the near-shore buoyant vest. It’s designed for calm, near-shore waters
where a quick rescue is likely, offering more comfort and less bulk than an offshore life
jacket. The buoyancy helps keep your head above water and makes it fairly easy to wear
for extended periods, but it isn’t as stable in rough seas as Type I and may not reliably
turn an unconscious person face-up. It’s not intended for extended offshore use or very
rough conditions. For contrast, offshore jackets (Type I) are for rough seas, flotation aids
(Type III) prioritize mobility but aren’t as reliable for keeping a wearer upright,
throwable cushions (Type IV) aren’t worn, and Type V covers certain special-use devices.
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10. For PFD carriage specifics on Public Vessels, where
should you look?

A. The vessel's owner manual
B. The booklet

C. The internet

D. The captain's notes

PFD carriage specifics on Public Vessels are found in the vessel’s safety booklet. This
booklet is the official, on-board reference that lists exactly what types and sizes of life
jackets must be carried, how many, where they’re located, and how they should be
maintained and inspected. It’s prepared by the vessel operator and kept on board so crew
and passengers can verify compliance during inspections and daily operations. Other
sources aren’t as reliable for this purpose: the owner’s manual may cover general
operations but usually doesn’t specify PFD counts or placement for every voyage, the
internet can be outdated or non-specific, and captain’s notes are informal and not the
official policy for the vessel.
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://nypublicvessels.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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