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1. What is a possible outcome of a falcon experiencing a
blood feather break?
A. The bird may become more aggressive
B. It can affect the health and feather condition
C. The bird will not be able to fly again
D. It helps in developing stronger feathers

2. How are male and female Peregrine Falcons differentiated
during early life stages?
A. Through their weight
B. By plumage color
C. Through their age
D. By skin and scale color

3. What is the primary method falcons use to incapacitate
their prey?
A. Gripping tightly with their feet
B. Severing the spinal cord with their beak
C. Chasing at high speeds
D. Using their talons to slice

4. When walking with a falconer carrying an unhooded hawk,
where should a person walk?
A. In front of the falconer
B. Behind the falconer
C. To the right of a right-handed falconer
D. To the right of a left-handed falconer

5. What is the purpose of casting in falconry?
A. Training a bird to sit still
B. Disgorging pellets
C. Fighting other raptors
D. None of the above
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6. Why might male Red-tailed Hawks be preferred over
females?
A. Females are too clumsy to take squirrels
B. Males are more agile and take jack rabbits easier
C. Males are easier to man
D. None of the above

7. What does entering your new bird refer to?
A. Serving pigeons to your long wing
B. Giving your bird an easy chance to chase new quarry
C. An ancient practice now deemed unnecessary
D. None of the above

8. Which behavior reflects poor early training in birds of
prey?
A. Binding after hitting quarry
B. Snatching food from the fist
C. Crabbing after a hunt
D. Throwing up after meals

9. Why do young avian predators often take larger quarry
than is normal for adults of the same species?
A. They need more food as they're still growing
B. They can out-compete adults for larger prey
C. More skill is required to catch smaller birds
D. All of the above

10. When is it most beneficial to enter your bird?
A. When it is unfamiliar with the surrounding landscape
B. When it is unfamiliar with a particular quarry that you wish

to hunt
C. Before it is registered at a falconry meet
D. Before transportation in an unfamiliar container

4Sample study guide. Visit https://newyorkfalconry.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



Answers
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1. B
2. D
3. B
4. C
5. B
6. D
7. B
8. B
9. C
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What is a possible outcome of a falcon experiencing a
blood feather break?
A. The bird may become more aggressive
B. It can affect the health and feather condition
C. The bird will not be able to fly again
D. It helps in developing stronger feathers

A blood feather break occurs when a feather that is still in the growth stage (often
referred to as a blood feather) is damaged or broken. These feathers contain a blood
supply that nourishes them during their development, and when injured, they can cause
bleeding and potentially lead to health complications for the bird.   When a blood feather
breaks, it can significantly impact the bird's overall health and its feather condition. The
bleeding from the damaged feather can lead to additional stress, infection, or other
medical issues if not managed properly. Additionally, the bird may need to go through an
extended healing process before it can regrow the feather, which could impact its ability
to fly and hunt effectively during that time.   While changes in behavior and aggression
could be influenced by pain or stress from the injury, the most direct and significant
effect is the potential health implications tied to the feather's condition and the bird's
recovery. Thus, option B accurately describes the possible outcome of a blood feather
break.

2. How are male and female Peregrine Falcons differentiated
during early life stages?
A. Through their weight
B. By plumage color
C. Through their age
D. By skin and scale color

In the early life stages of Peregrine Falcons, differentiation between male and female
birds can primarily occur through skin and scale color. Male and female Peregrine
Falcons exhibit subtle variations in their physical characteristics, and these differences
can often be observed in the coloration of their skin and scales shortly after hatching. 
Male Peregrine Falcons tend to have different coloration patterns compared to females,
which can serve as indicators of their sex even in young chicks. While other factors like
weight and size might be indicative of sexual dimorphism as the birds mature, skin and
scale color are more prominent and reliable traits during the earliest life stages.  Other
methods, such as assessing plumage color, weight, or age, are not as effective early on.
Plumage color develops over time and becomes a more useful characteristic for
differentiation in older birds. Weight can indicate sex differences as the birds mature,
but at a young age, both sexes grow similarly in weight. Age, while it can provide context
about the development stage of the birds, doesn’t facilitate differentiation between the
sexes. Therefore, the most accurate approach for distinguishing male and female
Peregrine Falcons in their early days is by observing the color of their skin and scales.
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3. What is the primary method falcons use to incapacitate
their prey?
A. Gripping tightly with their feet
B. Severing the spinal cord with their beak
C. Chasing at high speeds
D. Using their talons to slice

The primary method that falcons use to incapacitate their prey is through a combination
of high-speed pursuits and precise physical attributes, particularly their talons. Falcons
are known for their incredible diving speed, often reaching over 200 miles per hour.
During these high-speed dives, they often strike their prey with their talons, which can
deliver lethal force and often incapacitate the prey instantly.   The choice mentioning
severing the spinal cord with their beak does not accurately represent the method used
by falcons. While some birds of prey may use their beaks for various purposes, talons are
specifically designed for gripping and killing prey. The effectiveness of their hunt relies
more on their speed and striking power rather than using the beak to sever the spinal
cord.   Chasing at high speeds is crucial in the hunting strategy, as it allows falcons to
surprise and capture fast-moving prey, but it does not encompass the final action that
leads to incapacitation, which involves the use of their talons. Gripping tightly with their
feet is also part of how they secure their catch once they've struck it, and the slicing
action attributed to their talons is more about the hunting technique.  Therefore, the
understanding of falcon hunting strategies highlights the unique adaptations of

4. When walking with a falconer carrying an unhooded hawk,
where should a person walk?
A. In front of the falconer
B. Behind the falconer
C. To the right of a right-handed falconer
D. To the right of a left-handed falconer

Walking to the right of a right-handed falconer is the correct choice because it allows for
a safe and efficient handling of the hawk. Right-handed falconers typically have the bird
perched on their left hand, which means that the hawk's talons and body are oriented
towards their left side. By walking on their right, you minimize the risk of accidentally
startling the hawk or getting too close to its talons.   This positioning also ensures that if
the falconer needs to make any sudden moves or adjustments, your presence does not
interfere with their control of the bird. Additionally, it aligns with the natural instinct of
falconers to keep their hawks aware of their surroundings while having an unobstructed
view of the handler's movements.   In contrast, other positions may increase the risk of
the bird becoming agitated or the handler losing control, making option C the safest and
most logical choice when accompanying a falconer with an unhooded hawk.
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5. What is the purpose of casting in falconry?
A. Training a bird to sit still
B. Disgorging pellets
C. Fighting other raptors
D. None of the above

Casting in falconry refers to the process by which a bird of prey regurgitates indigestible
materials, such as fur, feathers, and bones, that it cannot digest. This process results in
what are commonly known as pellets. The purpose of casting is crucial for the health of
the bird; it helps prevent blockages in the digestive system and allows for the elimination
of waste that the bird has consumed during hunting.  This concept is fundamental in
falconry as it provides insight into the dietary habits of the bird and allows falconers to
monitor their bird's health and nutrition based on the content of the cast pellets.
Monitoring casting can give a falconer important information about how well the bird is
eating and if its diet is appropriate. Thus, recognizing and understanding the process of
casting is an essential aspect of responsible falconry practice.   The other options do not
reflect the primary purpose of casting. Training a bird to sit still falls under behavioral
training rather than the biological process of casting, and fighting other raptors pertains
to territorial behavior rather than the health maintenance aspects involved with casting.

6. Why might male Red-tailed Hawks be preferred over
females?
A. Females are too clumsy to take squirrels
B. Males are more agile and take jack rabbits easier
C. Males are easier to man
D. None of the above

The correct choice indicates that none of the statements provided as reasons for
preferring male Red-tailed Hawks over females are valid.   In falconry and hawking, the
preference between male and female hawks can depend on various factors, including
size, behavior, and hunting style, but the statements in the choices don't accurately
reflect these considerations. For instance, while it is often true that male hawks are
smaller and potentially more agile, this does not specifically make them preferred for
hunting jack rabbits over females. Additionally, female hawks, being larger, are typically
more capable of hunting larger prey, which can include squirrels as well.   The assertion
about males being easier to man does not consider that ease of training can vary from
individual to individual regardless of sex. Falconers often find that both male and female
hawks can be trained effectively, and personal experience with specific birds plays a
significant role in determining how well a bird can be handled.  Overall, the
characteristics of both male and female Red-tailed Hawks can offer advantages in
different contexts, and the choice of hawk generally depends on the falconer's specific
goals and circumstances rather than one being inherently more preferred than the other
based solely on their gender.
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7. What does entering your new bird refer to?
A. Serving pigeons to your long wing
B. Giving your bird an easy chance to chase new quarry
C. An ancient practice now deemed unnecessary
D. None of the above

Entering your new bird refers to the process of acclimating and training a young or newly
acquired bird of prey, often with the intention of having it chase new quarry or hunt. This
process is crucial for developing the bird's hunting skills, confidence, and understanding
of the relationship with its falconer. During this time, the falconer typically provides
opportunities for the bird to experience real hunting situations in a controlled
environment where it can learn to chase and capture prey without overwhelming stress
or danger.   This method allows the bird to gradually adapt to hunting and enhances its
natural instincts while also building a strong bond between the falconer and the bird.
Other options do not accurately describe the process of entering a newly acquired bird;
they focus on different aspects of falconry or refer to practices that do not align with the
fundamental goal of this phase in training.

8. Which behavior reflects poor early training in birds of
prey?
A. Binding after hitting quarry
B. Snatching food from the fist
C. Crabbing after a hunt
D. Throwing up after meals

Snatching food from the fist is a behavior that reflects poor early training in birds of prey
because it indicates a lack of impulse control and respect for the falconer. Proper
training involves teaching the bird to wait patiently for food and to take it gently when
offered. If a bird consistently snatches food, it shows that it hasn't learned to associate
the falconer's presence as a signal for safe or appropriate feeding behavior. This can lead
to difficulties in handling the bird during training and hunting, creating a less
cooperative and more challenging relationship.   In contrast, the other behaviors listed
can have different explanations related to the instinctive behaviors of hawks and falcons.
Binding after hitting quarry, for instance, indicates a natural predatory response and a
drive to secure its catch, which is desirable. Crabbing after a hunt can signify the bird's
excitement or the desire to communicate, while throwing up after meals (regurgitation)
is a natural way for raptors to rid themselves of indigestible parts of their food rather
than a sign of poor training. These behaviors can often be addressed through proper
handling and training techniques.
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9. Why do young avian predators often take larger quarry
than is normal for adults of the same species?
A. They need more food as they're still growing
B. They can out-compete adults for larger prey
C. More skill is required to catch smaller birds
D. All of the above

The reasoning for young avian predators often taking larger quarry than adults is
primarily associated with their growth and nutritional needs. Young birds are still
developing physically and require more energy-rich food to support their rapid growth.
This increased energy requirement pushes them to seek out more substantial prey, which
can often be larger than what adults typically target.  Young predators may not have the
same level of experience or hunting technique that adults possess, yet their sheer need
for energy drives them to take risks by chasing larger prey. This behavior can be a crucial
survival strategy, as hunting larger quarry might provide a more significant caloric
intake necessary for their development.  Additionally, the competition aspect isn't as
prominent for young birds. While it might be true that they do encounter competition
with adults, their youthful energy and exploratory behavior lead them to pursue larger
prey rather than focusing solely on smaller, more typical targets.  The notion that more
skill is required to catch smaller birds is misleading, as smaller birds are typically more
agile and evasive, requiring refined hunting techniques that young predators may not yet
have developed. Therefore, the idea that young avian predators often target larger quarry
aligns specifically with their increased nutritional needs rather than skill level.

10. When is it most beneficial to enter your bird?
A. When it is unfamiliar with the surrounding landscape
B. When it is unfamiliar with a particular quarry that you wish

to hunt
C. Before it is registered at a falconry meet
D. Before transportation in an unfamiliar container

Entering your bird when it is unfamiliar with a particular quarry is crucial because it
allows the bird to make positive associations with hunting and learning how to pursue
that specific target. In this context, entering refers to the process of acclimating and
conditioning the bird to engage with a quarry effectively, which enhances its hunting
skills.   When a bird has not encountered a specific type of quarry, it may not instinctively
know how to react or pursue the target, making it less effective in the field. By
introducing the bird to this quarry in a controlled manner, falconers can help it
understand the chase and develop its skills under the right conditions. This training can
lead to increased success in hunts, which is the ultimate goal in falconry.  The other
options, although they refer to important aspects of falconry, do not emphasize the
critical relationship between the bird’s experience with quarry and its hunting
effectiveness. For instance, entering the bird in unfamiliar surroundings or before
registration at a meet does not directly link to the efficacy of hunting techniques.
Similarly, the familiarity with transportation containers is also essential, but it does not
provide the same direct benefits to the bird’s hunting capabilities as exposure to quarry
does.
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