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1. If a falconer feeds a raptor 2 ounces of rabbit daily, what
weight effect can be expected?

A. gain weight
B. maintain the same weight
C. lose weight

D. some would lose while others would gain

2. What is a likely behavior of a relaxed hawk?
A. preen

B. raise and tuck one foot
C. rouse
D. all of the above

3. Which term does not fit with the others regarding a
raptor's anatomy?

A. talon
B. train
C. tarsus
D. hallux

4. What primarily encourages the development of hunting
skills in proficient hawks?

A. Sentimental attachment to the falconer
B. Inherent instinct for hunting
C. Hunger

D. Mastery of the hawk's savagery

5. What can lead to sour crop in a bird?
A. Eating spoiled food

B. Having a large meal when at the low end of their flying
weight

C. Illness such as coccidiosis
D. Dehydration
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6. What action should be avoided to prevent stress in falcons
during training?
A. Frequent handling
B. Inconsistent feeding schedule
C. Rough handling
D. All of the above

7. What does the term "Assateague" represent in relation to
North American falconry?

A. A tool for falcon care

B. A health condition in birds

C. A migration concentration point
D. A native bird name

8. What is a good reason to stop flying your bird before
spring?
A. Frequency of soaring weather
B. Resurgence of migration urges
C. Influx of migrating birds
D. All of the above

9. In cross-section, what shape should an imping needle
ideally be?

A. Round

B. Square

C. Flat

D. Triangular

10. Which is more likely to pursue quarry aggressively in
dense areas, male or female Red-tailed Hawks?

A. Male Red-tailed Hawks
B. Female Red-tailed Hawks
C. Both sexes equally

D. Neither sex
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1. If a falconer feeds a raptor 2 ounces of rabbit daily, what
weight effect can be expected?

A. gain weight
B. maintain the same weight
C. lose weight

D. some would lose while others would gain

When a falconer feeds a raptor 2 ounces of rabbit daily, the expected weight effect would
typically be weight loss. This conclusion stems from understanding the dietary needs of
raptors, which are birds of prey that usually require a specific amount of food relative to
their body weight and energy expenditure. Raptors have high metabolic rates and need
an adequate caloric intake to maintain their weight, especially if they are active or
engaging in hunting behaviors. If 2 ounces of rabbit does not meet the bird's caloric
needs based on its size, age, activity level, and overall health, the raptor would start to
lose weight. Moreover, if the portion is less than what the bird would naturally consume
in the wild, it may not receive sufficient nutrition, leading to weight loss over time.
Given that the question does not specify any unique circumstances or variables that
might allow for maintenance of weight or weight gain with a feeding regimen of 2
ounces, the assumption leans toward the likelihood that this amount would not be
adequate, resulting in weight loss for the raptor.

2. What is a likely behavior of a relaxed hawk?
A. preen
B. raise and tuck one foot
C. rouse
D. all of the above

A relaxed hawk typically exhibits several behaviors, including preening, raising and
tucking one foot, and rousing. Each of these actions serves different purposes but are all
common signs of comfort and relaxation in raptors. Preening is a grooming behavior
where the bird uses its beak to clean and arrange its feathers. This is vital for
maintaining feather health and insulation, and it occurs when the hawk feels secure in
its environment. Raising and tucking one foot is another sign of a relaxed state. When a
hawk lifts one foot and tucks it under its feathers, it often indicates that the bird is at
ease and doesn't perceive any threats. This posture conserves energy and also allows the
bird to rest while still alert. Rousing refers to the action where a bird shakes its feathers
to realign them and remove any loose debris or dust. This behavior is usually seen when
the bird is calm and can help keep its plumage in optimal condition for flight. Given that
all these behaviors occur in a relaxed hawk, the correct answer encompasses the full
spectrum of signs associated with comfort and security in these birds.
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3. Which term does not fit with the others regarding a
raptor's anatomy?

A. talon
B. train
C. tarsus
D. hallux

The term "train" does not align with the other anatomical terms when discussing a
raptor's anatomy. In the context of raptors, anatomy typically refers to parts that are
integral to their physical structure and function, particularly those related to hunting
and perching. Talon refers to the sharp claws that raptors use to grasp and kill their
prey. The tarsus is the part of the leg that connects the foot to the body, which provides
support and aids in perching and hunting. The hallux is a specific toe that allows raptors
to have a strong grip on their prey and helps in perching. "Train," on the other hand,
refers to a structure in the tail feathers of some birds, particularly in domestic species
bred for ornamental purposes, but it does not have a significant role in the anatomy
relevant to hunting or the physical abilities of raptors. Therefore, it is the term that
stands apart from the others in this context.

4. What primarily encourages the development of hunting
skills in proficient hawks?

A. Sentimental attachment to the falconer

B. Inherent instinct for hunting
C. Hunger

D. Mastery of the hawk's savagery

The correct answer highlights the intrinsic nature of hawks as birds of prey. Proficient
hunting skills in hawks primarily stem from their inherent instincts, which have evolved
through generations to enable them to hunt effectively. These instincts guide their
behavior, allowing them to engage in specific actions such as spotting prey, stalking,
chasing, and capturing. While factors such as hunger can indeed motivate a hawk to
hunt, the fundamental capability and proficiency in hunting rely on these instinctual
behaviors built into their biology. The other options do not encompass the primary driver
of hunting in hawks as thoroughly as this instinctual behavior does. Sentimental
attachment to the falconer, for instance, may influence a hawk's training and bonding
but does not directly contribute to the hawk's natural hunting abilities. Similarly, while
an understanding of a hawk's temperament and savagery can be beneficial for a falconer,
it does not directly stimulate the development of the hawk's inherent hunting skills.
Ultimately, it is this instinct that is essential for their successful hunting performance.
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5. What can lead to sour crop in a bird?
A. Eating spoiled food

B. Having a large meal when at the low end of their flying
weight

C. Illness such as coccidiosis

D. Dehydration

Having a large meal when at the low end of their flying weight can lead to sour crop in a
bird because it can interfere with normal digestion. When birds are close to their lower
weight limit, they may overeat due to hunger or instinct. If a bird consumes more food
than its digestive system can handle, particularly when it is not at its optimal weight, it
can result in a slow transit time for food through the digestive tract. This sluggish
movement can create a favorable environment for bacterial fermentation, leading to sour
crop. This condition is characterized by the fermentation of food, which can produce
gases and acidic contents, resulting in a foul-smelling crop. Proper weight management
and feeding—ensuring birds are adequately nourished but not overfed, especially at lower
weights—are crucial parts of care to prevent this condition.

6. What action should be avoided to prevent stress in falcons
during training?

A. Frequent handling

B. Inconsistent feeding schedule
C. Rough handling

D. All of the above

To ensure the well-being and optimal performance of falcons during training, it is
essential to avoid actions that may cause them stress. Frequent handling can lead to
fatigue and anxiety, making the falcon feel overwhelmed and reluctant to participate
effectively in training sessions. An inconsistent feeding schedule can disrupt a falcon's
routine and create uncertainty, which is stressful for them. Rough handling can be
physically and psychologically damaging, undermining the trust between the falcon and
the handler. By selecting the choice indicating that all of these actions should be
avoided, it emphasizes the importance of creating a stress-free environment for falcons.
Good training practices recognize that each of these actions can contribute significantly
to the overall stress levels of a falcon, ultimately impacting its health, behavior, and
relationship with the trainer. Understanding and maintaining a consistent, gentle, and
respectful approach is critical for successful falconry training.
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7. What does the term "Assateague" represent in relation to
North American falconry?

A. A tool for falcon care
B. A health condition in birds
C. A migration concentration point

D. A native bird name

The term "Assateague” in relation to North American falconry represents a migration
concentration point. This area is known for its significance during the migration periods
when various birds of prey, including falcons, can be observed in greater numbers as they
move between breeding and wintering grounds. Understanding migration patterns is
crucial in falconry, as it provides insight into the behaviors and habitats of the birds with
which falconers work. Recognizing key locations like Assateague can help falconers
anticipate the movements of their birds and improve their chances of success during
hunting seasons. This connection to migration illustrates the importance of geographic
knowledge in the practice of falconry and the strategies employed by falconers.

8. What is a good reason to stop flying your bird before
spring?

A. Frequency of soaring weather
B. Resurgence of migration urges
C. Influx of migrating birds

D. All of the above

All of the given reasons highlight important factors that can influence the decision to
stop flying a bird before the spring season. As spring approaches, the frequency of
soaring weather tends to increase, making outdoor flying more appealing, but it can also
lead to distractions for the falconry bird. Additionally, during this time, many species
undergo a resurgence of migration urges as they respond to longer daylight hours and
warmer temperatures. This can lead to increased stress or erratic behavior in your bird,
as the instinct to migrate may conflict with its training and flying routines. Moreover,
the influx of migrating birds can create further complications. Your bird may become
more interested in chasing these incoming migrants, which not only poses risks of them
becoming distracted or lost, but could also lead to unscheduled altercations with other
wildlife. Considering all these factors—soaring weather frequency, migration urges, and
the arrival of migratory species—brings to light the complexity of managing a falconry
bird's training and well-being. This understanding helps falconers make informed
decisions about when to cease flying their birds.
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9. In cross-section, what shape should an imping needle
ideally be?

A. Round

B. Square

C. Flat

D. Triangular

The ideal shape for an imping needle in cross-section is triangular. This design allows
the needle to effectively penetrate the bone when imping the feathers onto a bird's wing.
The triangular shape provides an efficient cutting edge and stability during the process,
making it easier to secure the feathers properly. A round shape would not offer the
necessary cutting surface for piercing, while a square shape could create excess trauma
to surrounding tissues. A flat shape lacks the structural integrity required to hold the
feathers firmly in place. Therefore, the triangular cross-section is optimal for achieving a
secure and clean placement of feathers during the imping process.

10. Which is more likely to pursue quarry aggressively in
dense areas, male or female Red-tailed Hawks?

A. Male Red-tailed Hawks
B. Female Red-tailed Hawks
C. Both sexes equally

D. Neither sex

Female Red-tailed Hawks are generally larger than males, and this size difference
translates into advantages when it comes to hunting in dense areas. Their greater size
and strength enable females to pursue quarry more effectively through cluttered
environments, where maneuverability and power are critical for capturing prey. Female
hawks often take on larger prey than males, which necessitates a more aggressive
hunting strategy, especially in areas where escape routes for prey are limited by
vegetation or obstacles. Males, being smaller, may have different hunting strategies that
focus on agility and speed, but in dense habitats, the physical attributes of females allow
them to navigate and hunt more aggressively and effectively. This characteristic is
particularly advantageous in environments where prey might be more challenging to
catch due to the surroundings. Thus, the behavior of female Red-tailed Hawks in
pursuing quarry in dense areas highlights their adaptations to exploit their physical
capabilities in hunting scenarios.
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