
New Jersey Notary Practice
Exam (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:
https://newjerseynotary.examzify.com



Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://newjerseynotary.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SA
M

PLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.......................................................................................
Table of Contents 2..........................................................................
Introduction 3..................................................................................
How to Use This Guide 4..................................................................
Questions 5.......................................................................................
Answers 8.........................................................................................
Explanations 10................................................................................
Next Steps 16...................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://newjerseynotary.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SA
M

PLE



IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What does "tamper-evident" mean in the context of notarial
records?
A. Records are sealed and cannot be opened
B. Any changes to a record shall provide evidence of the change
C. It requires the presence of a witness for any alterations
D. Records must be shredded after use

2. What is a requirement for the title of office in a certificate
by a notary public?
A. It must state "Notary Public"
B. It should include the name of the Governor
C. It must list the county where the notary is based
D. It is not necessary to include a title

3. What must a notary public do before performing their
initial notarial act remotely?
A. Obtain approval from their employer
B. Notify the state treasurer electronically
C. Purchase special equipment for remote notarization
D. Train for additional remote notarization protocols

4. When a notary performs signature witnessing, what must
they verify?
A. The notary's own credentials
B. The identity of the signer
C. The location of the notarization
D. The signer’s understanding of the document

5. What type of documentation can be used as satisfactory
evidence of identity?
A. Any business card with the individual's name
B. A utility bill with the individual's name
C. A passport or driver’s license
D. A birth certificate
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6. What is the initial step to becoming a notary in New
Jersey?
A. Complete an application
B. Pay a fee
C. Obtain training certification
D. Pass a practical exam

7. What is the primary purpose of a notary public in New
Jersey?
A. To serve as an impartial witness in the signing of important

documents
B. To verify the authenticity of government documents
C. To provide legal advice to signers
D. To collect signatures for petitions

8. Which statement is true regarding notaries who are not
licensed attorneys?
A. They may give legal advice as long as they state they are not

lawyers
B. They cannot use the title of lawyer or attorney and must

clarify their non-attorney status
C. They can represent clients in legal matters if supervised
D. They are allowed to provide legal advice about immigration

matters

9. For how long must a notary public retain their journal after
the last recorded act?
A. 5 years
B. 7 years
C. 10 years
D. Indefinitely

10. What must a notary do if they wish to change their name?
A. Change it on all documents immediately
B. Notify the Secretary of State and apply for a new commission
C. Post a public announcement
D. Wait until their commission expires
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Answers
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1. B
2. A
3. B
4. B
5. C
6. A
7. A
8. B
9. C
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What does "tamper-evident" mean in the context of notarial
records?
A. Records are sealed and cannot be opened
B. Any changes to a record shall provide evidence of the change
C. It requires the presence of a witness for any alterations
D. Records must be shredded after use

In the context of notarial records, "tamper-evident" refers to a feature that ensures any
alterations made to a record will be visibly noticeable, thereby providing evidence that a
change has occurred. This concept is crucial in preserving the integrity and reliability of
notarial documentation. If a record is tamper-evident, it means that any unauthorized
changes or modifications will leave a trace or a mark, allowing anyone reviewing the
document to recognize that the original information has been tampered with.  This
characteristic is vital for maintaining the trustworthiness of notarial acts, as it helps to
safeguard against fraud and ensures that the true content of the notarial record remains
intact. It plays a significant role in protecting the interests of the parties involved by
providing assurance that the information recorded is reliable and has not been changed
without appropriate notification.   The other options, while related to record-keeping and
notarial practices, do not specifically define "tamper-evident." For example, sealing
records so they cannot be opened does not necessarily indicate any evidence of
tampering since tampering can occur without altering the physical state of a seal.
Similarly, requiring a witness or shredding records after use does not pertain directly to
the concept of evidence of changes in records

2. What is a requirement for the title of office in a certificate
by a notary public?
A. It must state "Notary Public"
B. It should include the name of the Governor
C. It must list the county where the notary is based
D. It is not necessary to include a title

The requirement for the title of office in a certificate by a notary public is that it must
state "Notary Public." This designation is essential because it clearly identifies the
individual as a legally authorized notarial officer, ensuring that the signers and any
parties relying on the notarial certificate understand the capacity in which the person is
acting. The title "Notary Public" confirms that the individual has specific powers to
administer oaths, take acknowledgments, and perform other duties related to
notarization.  In notarial practice, it is crucial for the identity and authority of the notary
to be clear and prominent. Thus, including "Notary Public" fulfills legal requirements
and promotes confidence in the notarization process, making sure that all parties
recognize the notary's role and validity in their official capacity.
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3. What must a notary public do before performing their
initial notarial act remotely?
A. Obtain approval from their employer
B. Notify the state treasurer electronically
C. Purchase special equipment for remote notarization
D. Train for additional remote notarization protocols

Before a notary public performs their initial notarial act remotely, it is crucial to notify
the state treasurer electronically. This requirement ensures that the state is aware of the
notary's intent to conduct remote notarizations and allows the state to maintain
oversight and regulate the practice effectively. By providing this notification, the notary
ensures they are compliant with state laws regarding the use of technology in
notarization. This step is intended to protect the integrity of the notarial process and
uphold the standards required in remote notarizations.  The need to notify the state
treasurer also reflects the increasing adaptation of notarial practices in response to
modern technology while still adhering to legal frameworks. While obtaining approval
from an employer, purchasing special equipment, or undergoing additional training
might be beneficial or required by some organizations, the primary regulatory step
mandated at the state level is the electronic notification to the state treasurer. This
foundational requirement is part of the broader efforts to ensure that remote
notarizations are conducted securely and legally.

4. When a notary performs signature witnessing, what must
they verify?
A. The notary's own credentials
B. The identity of the signer
C. The location of the notarization
D. The signer’s understanding of the document

When a notary performs signature witnessing, it is essential for them to verify the
identity of the signer. This is a fundamental responsibility of a notary public to ensure
that the person signing the document is who they claim to be. Proper identification helps
prevent fraud and assures that the document is signed by the correct individual, thereby
maintaining the integrity of the notarization process.  The verification of identity
typically involves checking a government-issued photo ID or another form of acceptable
identification that includes the signer’s name and photograph. This step is crucial
because it establishes the authenticity of the signature and ensures legal compliance in
the notarization process.  While other factors such as the notary's credentials, the
location of the notarization, and the signer's understanding of the document may be
relevant in certain contexts, they do not directly relate to the core requirement of
identity verification that a notary must carry out during signature witnessing.
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5. What type of documentation can be used as satisfactory
evidence of identity?
A. Any business card with the individual's name
B. A utility bill with the individual's name
C. A passport or driver’s license
D. A birth certificate

A passport or driver’s license is considered satisfactory evidence of identity because they
are government-issued documents that include essential personal details such as the
individual's full name, photograph, and date of birth. These forms of identification are
widely recognized and verified in official capacities, ensuring the identity of the
individual is confirmed through a reliable source.   In contrast, a business card may
contain a name but lacks a government seal or photographic proof, making it unreliable
for identity verification. Similarly, a utility bill provides an address but does not verify
identity without a matching photo ID. A birth certificate, while it does establish identity,
is often not used for identification purposes in formal settings such as notarizations, as it
does not contain a photo or physical descriptors that affirm the identity of the individual
presenting it. Therefore, a passport or driver’s license stands out as the most appropriate
and effective option for verifying identity in such contexts.

6. What is the initial step to becoming a notary in New
Jersey?
A. Complete an application
B. Pay a fee
C. Obtain training certification
D. Pass a practical exam

The initial step to becoming a notary in New Jersey is to complete an application. This
step is crucial because the application process serves as the formal introduction of the
applicant to the notary public system within the state. It enables the state to collect
necessary personal information, such as the applicant’s name, address, and reason for
seeking notary status. Completing the application also includes fulfilling eligibility
requirements, such as being at least 18 years old, a resident or business owner in New
Jersey, and having no disqualifying criminal history.  Once the application is submitted,
the applicant can then proceed with other necessary steps, such as paying the required
fees, obtaining any training certifications that may be helpful, and taking an exam if
applicable. However, without first completing the application, one cannot proceed to the
subsequent stages of becoming a notary, highlighting its importance as the foundational
step in the process.
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7. What is the primary purpose of a notary public in New
Jersey?
A. To serve as an impartial witness in the signing of important

documents
B. To verify the authenticity of government documents
C. To provide legal advice to signers
D. To collect signatures for petitions

The primary purpose of a notary public in New Jersey is to serve as an impartial witness
in the signing of important documents. This role encompasses ensuring that the
individuals signing the documents are doing so willingly and have the appropriate
understanding of what they are signing. Notaries perform critical functions such as
verifying the identity of the signers, confirming their willingness to sign without duress,
and ensuring that they possess the mental capacity to execute the document.   By acting
as an impartial witness, notaries help to deter fraud and ensure the integrity of the
documents involved. This purpose is fundamental to the notarial process and establishes
a level of trust in legal transactions, which can often hinge on the authenticity of
signatures and the legitimacy of the documents involved. In contrast, verifying the
authenticity of government documents, providing legal advice, or collecting signatures
for petitions do not fall within the defined responsibilities or authority of a notary public
in New Jersey. These actions may require different qualifications or roles altogether.

8. Which statement is true regarding notaries who are not
licensed attorneys?
A. They may give legal advice as long as they state they are not

lawyers
B. They cannot use the title of lawyer or attorney and must

clarify their non-attorney status
C. They can represent clients in legal matters if supervised
D. They are allowed to provide legal advice about immigration

matters
Notaries who are not licensed attorneys must clarify their non-attorney status to avoid
misleading the public. In many jurisdictions, including New Jersey, notaries are
prohibited from using titles that imply they have legal expertise beyond their role as a
notary public. By explicitly stating that they are not lawyers, notaries ensure
transparency and help maintain the integrity of the notary profession. This is particularly
important because the duties of a notary are focused on authenticating signatures and
documents, rather than providing legal advice or representation in legal matters.   The
other options do not align with the regulations and limitations placed on non-attorney
notaries. For instance, giving legal advice, representing clients in legal matters, or
advising on immigration issues goes beyond the authorized scope of a notary's
responsibilities and can lead to unauthorized practice of law.
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9. For how long must a notary public retain their journal after
the last recorded act?
A. 5 years
B. 7 years
C. 10 years
D. Indefinitely

In New Jersey, a notary public is required to retain their journal of notarial acts for a
period of 10 years after the date of the last entry. This regulation is in place to ensure
that there is a reliable record of all notarizations performed, which can be important for
legal and verification purposes. The retention period allows for the potential need to
refer back to the records in case of disputes or inquiries regarding the authenticity of the
notarized documents.  While other options suggest shorter or indefinite retention
periods, they do not align with New Jersey state law. The requirement of 10 years reflects
the balance between the need for accessibility to records and the practicality of keeping
records for an extended timeframe. This ensures that notaries maintain adequate
documentation while also providing a clear framework for when those records can be
disposed of, in accordance with the law.

10. What must a notary do if they wish to change their name?
A. Change it on all documents immediately
B. Notify the Secretary of State and apply for a new commission
C. Post a public announcement
D. Wait until their commission expires

When a notary wishes to change their name, the appropriate action is to notify the
Secretary of State and apply for a new commission. This is essential because a notary's
commission is tied to their legal name as it appears on official documents. The Secretary
of State must have an accurate record of the notary's name to ensure that the notary can
perform duties legally and that their signatures are recognized as valid.  Simply changing
the name on all documents immediately would not suffice, as the notary's official status
needs to be updated in the state's records. Posting a public announcement is not a
requirement and does not serve the legal purpose of re-establishing the notary’s
credentials. Additionally, waiting until the commission expires does not comply with the
regulations, as continuing to perform notarial acts under an incorrect name could lead to
legal complications and invalidate any acts performed during that time. Therefore, the
process of notifying the Secretary of State and applying for a new commission is crucial
for maintaining the integrity and legality of a notary's work.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://newjerseynotary.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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