
New Hampshire Boating
Practice Test (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. Visit https://newhampshireboating.examzify.com



Copyright © 2025 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain from reliable
sources accurate, complete, and timely information about this product.

1Sample study guide. Visit https://newhampshireboating.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



Questions

2Sample study guide. Visit https://newhampshireboating.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. In a head-on meeting situation between a power-driven
vessel and a sailing vessel, which vessel is designated as the
give way vessel?
A. The power-driven vessel
B. The sailing vessel
C. The leeward vessel
D. The windward vessel

2. How much of your fuel should be reserved for emergencies
according to the third rule?
A. 1/4
B. 1/2
C. 1/3
D. 1/10

3. What length classification applies to boats that are less
than 16 feet?
A. Class 1
B. Class A
C. Class 2
D. Class 3

4. Which statement is true regarding navigation lights?
A. They are only needed on sailboats
B. The color of lights indicates the side of the vessel
C. They are unnecessary during the day
D. They are only required in crowded waters

5. What does a displacement hull primarily do?
A. Maximize speed and acceleration
B. Cut through water with minimal propulsion
C. Enhance aesthetic design
D. Increase fuel capacity
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6. For what purpose is a Bowline Knot primarily used?
A. Securing a line to a dock
B. Hitching, mooring, or lifting
C. Tying down a bulky load
D. Connecting two ends of a rope

7. What does a good float plan help with during emergencies?
A. It provides a checklist for maintenance
B. It helps ensure the safety of the vessel and passengers
C. It prevents the need for navigation
D. It guarantees fishing success

8. How is the rudder on a sailboat primarily used?
A. To control the angle of the sails
B. To stabilize the sailboat in the water
C. To steer the sailboat
D. To raise or lower the boom

9. What does the stern refer to on a vessel?
A. Front of vessel
B. Left side of vessel
C. Right side of vessel
D. Rear of vessel

10. When should a boater maintain a safe speed?
A. Only in busy harbors
B. When they feel like it
C. At all times
D. When passing under bridges
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Answers
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1. A
2. C
3. B
4. B
5. B
6. B
7. B
8. C
9. D
10. C
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Explanations
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1. In a head-on meeting situation between a power-driven
vessel and a sailing vessel, which vessel is designated as the
give way vessel?
A. The power-driven vessel
B. The sailing vessel
C. The leeward vessel
D. The windward vessel

In a head-on meeting situation between a power-driven vessel and a sailing vessel, the
power-driven vessel is designated as the give way vessel. This is based on the navigational
rules that dictate which vessel should yield in various situations. Power-driven vessels,
which can maneuver more easily due to their engine power, are expected to give way to
sailing vessels that are under sail.  The rationale is rooted in the principle of safety and
maneuverability. The sailing vessel, which relies on wind for propulsion, may not be able
to maneuver as quickly or effectively as a power-driven vessel. Therefore, the
power-driven vessel must take responsibility for avoiding collision by yielding way,
allowing for a safer passage.  In this scenario, the leeward and windward designations
relate to various other situations involving sailing vessels and their interactions, but they
do not directly apply to the clear hierarchy established for power-driven vs. sailing
interactions. Thus, the designation of the power-driven vessel as the give way vessel
upholds the safety measures essential for navigation.

2. How much of your fuel should be reserved for emergencies
according to the third rule?
A. 1/4
B. 1/2
C. 1/3
D. 1/10

Reserving a portion of your fuel for emergencies is crucial for safety while boating. The
recommendation to reserve one-third of your fuel (1/3) aligns with best practices for
ensuring that you have enough fuel to return to shore or reach a safe area in case of
unexpected situations. This guideline provides a buffer in the event of changes in
weather, mechanical issues, or needing to navigate away from unexpected hazards.  A
reserve of one-third allows for some leeway in fuel consumption as well as the ability to
adjust your boating plans in the face of unpredicted circumstances. It is essential to
arrive at your destination without the risk of running out of fuel, particularly in remote
areas where assistance may not be readily available. Following this guideline helps
ensure that both the boater and passengers remain safe and are able to react
appropriately should an emergency arise.
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3. What length classification applies to boats that are less
than 16 feet?
A. Class 1
B. Class A
C. Class 2
D. Class 3

Boats that are less than 16 feet in length are classified under Class A. This classification
helps to organize boats based on size and type, which is essential for determining the
specific regulations, safety requirements, and navigational rules that apply to them.
Smaller boats, which fall into this class, typically require less complex equipment and
have different safety considerations compared to larger vessels. Class A categorization is
recognized across various boating regulations, allowing boaters and law enforcement
agencies to easily identify and enforce the appropriate rules for these smaller crafts.
Understanding these classifications is important for ensuring compliance with safety
standards and navigating regulations specific to the size of the boat.

4. Which statement is true regarding navigation lights?
A. They are only needed on sailboats
B. The color of lights indicates the side of the vessel
C. They are unnecessary during the day
D. They are only required in crowded waters

The statement that the color of lights indicates the side of the vessel is accurate and is
an important principle in maritime navigation. Navigation lights serve a critical purpose
in helping boaters identify the direction and orientation of other vessels, especially
during low visibility conditions, such as at night or in fog.   Specifically, a red light is
displayed on the port (left) side of a vessel, while a green light is shown on the starboard
(right) side. This color-coding is standardized internationally, allowing for consistent
interpretation among different vessels. Thus, when a boater sees another vessel, they can
quickly determine which way that vessel is headed based on the combination of colored
lights it displays.  The other statements do not hold true in the context of navigation
lights. They are not limited to only sailboats, as all types of vessels, including powered
boats, require proper lighting. Furthermore, navigation lights are necessary at all times,
regardless of the time of day. Additionally, their use is mandated not just in crowded
waters but in all circumstances where there might be potential collisions, ensuring safety
at all times on the water.
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5. What does a displacement hull primarily do?
A. Maximize speed and acceleration
B. Cut through water with minimal propulsion
C. Enhance aesthetic design
D. Increase fuel capacity

A displacement hull is designed to move through water by displacing it rather than
planing on the surface. This means that as the hull moves forward, it pushes the water
out of the way, creating a wave, which is characteristic of vessels intended for stability
and efficiency at slower speeds.   When a vessel with a displacement hull travels, it
typically has a more significant volume and weight, allowing it to cut through the water
effectively. This design is optimized for cruising, offering better fuel efficiency over
longer distances compared to hull types focused on speed. The primary focus is on
providing stability and comfort when traveling at slower speeds rather than maximizing
acceleration or outright speed, which is more common with planing hulls.  In contrast,
other options relate to aspects that aren't the primary function of a displacement hull;
for instance, enhancing aesthetic design or increasing fuel capacity are not inherent
functions of the hull's shape and design in a watercraft. Similarly, maximizing speed and
acceleration is characteristic of different types of hulls designed for high-speed
performance rather than displacement.

6. For what purpose is a Bowline Knot primarily used?
A. Securing a line to a dock
B. Hitching, mooring, or lifting
C. Tying down a bulky load
D. Connecting two ends of a rope

The Bowline Knot is primarily used for hitching, mooring, or lifting due to its strong and
fixed loop that is easy to untie after being loaded. This knot creates a secure loop at the
end of a rope that does not slip or bind under load, making it particularly useful in
situations where a reliable attachment point is needed. For instance, when mooring a
boat, the Bowline allows for quick and easy fastening to a piling or cleat without the risk
of the knot coming undone. Its versatility also extends to lifting applications, where the
loop can safely hold and manage loads. This reliability under tension is what
distinguishes the Bowline, making it a favorite among sailors and outdoor enthusiasts for
numerous tasks requiring a secure yet easily adjustable loop.
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7. What does a good float plan help with during emergencies?
A. It provides a checklist for maintenance
B. It helps ensure the safety of the vessel and passengers
C. It prevents the need for navigation
D. It guarantees fishing success

A good float plan serves an essential purpose during emergencies by helping ensure the
safety of the vessel and its passengers. The plan outlines important details such as the
intended route, the names of everyone on board, the type of boat being used, and
estimated return times. If a boater goes missing or encounters trouble, the information
in the float plan allows rescue personnel to act quickly and effectively, knowing where to
search and what resources are required.  This proactive measure enhances safety by
providing crucial information that can save lives, facilitating quicker response times
from rescue crews. By ensuring that others know your plans, it helps foster an
environment of preparedness and accountability on the water. Additionally, the float plan
acts as a line of defense against potential accidents, as it encourages boaters to
communicate their intentions and timelines.

8. How is the rudder on a sailboat primarily used?
A. To control the angle of the sails
B. To stabilize the sailboat in the water
C. To steer the sailboat
D. To raise or lower the boom

The rudder on a sailboat is primarily used to steer the sailboat. It is a crucial component
that allows the helmsman (the person steering the boat) to change the direction of the
vessel by manipulating its position in the water. When the helmsman moves the tiller or
wheel, it turns the rudder, which in turn alters the flow of water around the hull and
creates a force that changes the boat's course.  This steering function is essential for
navigating and maneuvering the sailboat safely, especially in various wind conditions and
water traffic. Proper use of the rudder enhances a sailor's ability to control the boat's
trajectory effectively, ensuring they can respond swiftly to changing circumstances on
the water.   The other functions mentioned in the options, such as controlling the angle
of the sails, stabilizing the boat, or raising and lowering the boom, involve different
equipment and techniques that are necessary for sailing, but they do not pertain directly
to the primary role of the rudder itself.

9. What does the stern refer to on a vessel?
A. Front of vessel
B. Left side of vessel
C. Right side of vessel
D. Rear of vessel

The stern refers to the rear of a vessel. It is the part of the boat that is opposite the bow,
which is the front section. Understanding these terms is essential for navigation and
communication on the water, as they help boaters clarify direction and positioning.
Knowing where the stern is also plays a critical role in various boating operations,
including docking and maneuvering. This understanding contributes significantly to
safety and efficient handling of the vessel while on the water. Recognizing that the bow is
at the front and distinguishing it from the stern helps boaters orient themselves,
especially in emergency situations or when coordinating with other vessels.
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10. When should a boater maintain a safe speed?
A. Only in busy harbors
B. When they feel like it
C. At all times
D. When passing under bridges

Maintaining a safe speed at all times is crucial for several reasons. Speed affects a
boater's ability to maneuver the vessel safely, particularly in emergencies or when
navigating through narrow or crowded areas. A safe speed allows for better reaction
times to obstacles, other vessels, and changing water conditions, minimizing the risk of
collisions or accidents.  In addition, maintaining a safe speed helps ensure the safety of
everyone on board as well as those in the vicinity of the vessel. This is particularly
important in areas where there may be other boats, swimmers, or wildlife, as higher
speeds significantly increase the impact and distance needed for stopping.   Moreover,
adhering to safe speed regulations contributes to environmental protection by reducing
wake and wash, which can erode shorelines and disturb aquatic habitats. Thus, by
committing to safe boating practices at all times, boaters promote safety, environmental
stewardship, and responsible use of waterways.
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