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IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which protocol types does ONTAP serve?
A. Only NFS.
B. NFS, SMB, iSCSI, and FC.
C. iSCSI and FC only.
D. NFS, SMB, iSCSI, and FC.

2. Which items are included in common health checks after
installation?
A. Only cluster status
B. Power supply status
C. Cluster status, node status, aggregate health, SVM status,

LIF reachability, namespace availability, license status, and
replication health

D. DNS resolution

3. Which statement about SnapMirror Synchronous licensing
is true?
A. A SnapMirror license is required on both the source cluster

and the destination cluster.
B. Only the source cluster requires a SnapMirror license.
C. SnapMirror license is required on both clusters, and

SnapMirror Synchronous license is required on both clusters.
D. No license is required.

4. Which option would you choose to preserve data during an
upgrade from FAS2520 to FAS8300?
A. Back up and restore from external media after the upgrade.
B. Move the volumes from the old nodes to the new nodes.
C. Recreate all data manually on the new cluster.
D. Ignore existing data and configure new volumes only.

5. What describes the primary benefit of moving volumes
during a hardware upgrade?
A. It validates the new cluster's hardware compatibility.
B. It preserves the existing data by relocating volumes.
C. It avoids downtime by cloning data.
D. It allows reformatting disks on the new cluster.
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6. In a 2-node FAS8700 ONTAP 9.8 cluster with 24x16 TB
NL-SAS disks, an aggregate was created with one RAID group
and two spare disks. How many data drives are in the
aggregate?
A. 17
B. 19
C. 21
D. 23

7. In ONTAP, what is the function of Logical Interfaces (LIFs)
and how are they typically organized?
A. LIFs provide network endpoints for data or management

traffic; they are organized into data LIFs on SVMs and
management LIFs, with failover groups and VLAN assignments.

B. LIFs are physical ports only
C. LIFs are used for storage pool management
D. LIFs are only for management traffic

8. What approach does SnapMirror use to maintain data
consistency across asynchronous replication when there is a
WAN delay?
A. Scheduled transfers and applies consistent snaps on the

target; application quiescence improves consistency and
reduces RPO variability.

B. Real-time synchronous replication over WAN.
C. Backups to tape.
D. Manual snapshot recreation.

9. Which option lists the two switch operating systems
supported on ONTAP cluster switches?
A. Cisco NX-OS and Broadcom EFOS
B. Cisco NX-OS
C. Broadcom EFOS
D. Juniper Junos
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10. What is an SVM used for in ONTAP?
A. A virtualization boundary that provides a namespace and

data access for a defined set of protocols and tenants.
B. A physical disk.
C. An application-specific storage volume with no protocol

isolation.
D. A management interface for cluster configuration only.
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Answers
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1. D
2. C
3. C
4. B
5. B
6. B
7. A
8. A
9. A
10. A

Sample study guide, visit https://netappncsie.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 10

SA
M

PLE



Explanations
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1. Which protocol types does ONTAP serve?
A. Only NFS.
B. NFS, SMB, iSCSI, and FC.
C. iSCSI and FC only.
D. NFS, SMB, iSCSI, and FC.

ONTAP provides both file and block access to data, giving you flexibility in how clients
connect. For file-based access, it supports NFS and SMB, which expose shared folders
and files with standard permissions and semantics that clients expect from network file
systems. For block-based access, it supports iSCSI and Fibre Channel, which present raw
storage to hosts as LUNs that can be directly used by applications and databases for
performance and low-level control. Because ONTAP covers both categories, it serves NFS,
SMB, iSCSI, and FC.

2. Which items are included in common health checks after
installation?
A. Only cluster status
B. Power supply status
C. Cluster status, node status, aggregate health, SVM status,

LIF reachability, namespace availability, license status, and
replication health

D. DNS resolution
After installation, you want a comprehensive view of the system’s ability to operate and
serve data. Checking cluster status and node status confirms the control plane and all
hardware nodes are up and functioning. Evaluating aggregate health ensures the storage
containers are healthy and not degraded. SVM status verifies that each Storage Virtual
Machine is running with the expected services. LIF reachability checks ensure the
network paths used by clients to access data are reachable, guarding against
misconfigurations in IPs or network settings. Namespace availability confirms that the
exported namespaces or volumes are accessible to clients. License status makes sure the
required features are valid and active. Replication health checks verify that protection
relationships (such as SnapMirror and other replication mechanisms) are healthy, so
data protection is in place. Taken together, these checks cover the main health aspects
after installation. DNS resolution, while important for client access, is not part of this
internal health-check set.
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3. Which statement about SnapMirror Synchronous licensing
is true?
A. A SnapMirror license is required on both the source cluster

and the destination cluster.
B. Only the source cluster requires a SnapMirror license.
C. SnapMirror license is required on both clusters, and

SnapMirror Synchronous license is required on both clusters.
D. No license is required.

Licensing for SnapMirror and its synchronous mode is per-cluster and requires
participation from both ends of the replication pair. To establish and maintain a
SnapMirror relationship, each cluster must have the SnapMirror license. If you’re using
SnapMirror Synchronous, that capability is also entitlement-based and must be present
on both clusters. In other words, both the source and the destination must have the
SnapMirror license, and both must have the SnapMirror Synchronous license to run in
synchronous mode. Without licenses on both sides, the relationship or the synchronous
replication cannot operate.

4. Which option would you choose to preserve data during an
upgrade from FAS2520 to FAS8300?
A. Back up and restore from external media after the upgrade.
B. Move the volumes from the old nodes to the new nodes.
C. Recreate all data manually on the new cluster.
D. Ignore existing data and configure new volumes only.

Moving the volumes from the old nodes to the new nodes is the way to preserve data
during the upgrade. NetApp supports relocating volumes across controllers within a
cluster, so you can migrate the existing data, including volume configurations and access
settings, to the new FAS8300 hardware with minimal downtime. This keeps all data intact
and available as the new hardware takes over, avoiding the need for separate backups
and restores or the risk of losing data by recreating it. Backing up and restoring after the
upgrade adds unnecessary risk and downtime, and recreating or ignoring data would
result in data loss.

5. What describes the primary benefit of moving volumes
during a hardware upgrade?
A. It validates the new cluster's hardware compatibility.
B. It preserves the existing data by relocating volumes.
C. It avoids downtime by cloning data.
D. It allows reformatting disks on the new cluster.

Moving volumes during a hardware upgrade centers on preserving data by relocating it
to the new cluster. A volume contains the data and its access configuration, so moving it
transfers the exact data state to the new hardware without recreating or restoring it. This
preserves data integrity and keeps the existing data available on the replacement system
as you switch over. Other options touch on different aspects: hardware compatibility
checks are a preparatory step, cloning would create a separate copy rather than
preserving the original in place, and reformatting disks would erase existing data.
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6. In a 2-node FAS8700 ONTAP 9.8 cluster with 24x16 TB
NL-SAS disks, an aggregate was created with one RAID group
and two spare disks. How many data drives are in the
aggregate?
A. 17
B. 19
C. 21
D. 23

In ONTAP, an aggregate is built from RAID groups, and only the disks that actually store
user data are counted as data drives. Spares are reserved to replace failed drives and do
not contribute to data capacity. For RAID-DP (double parity), two disks in the RAID group
serve as parity.  Here, you have 24 disks total with two configured as hot spares. That
leaves 22 disks in the RAID group. Of those 22, two are parity disks, so the number of
data disks is 22 − 2 = 20.   So, the aggregate would have 20 data drives. The prompt’s
stated answer (19) would imply an additional disk reserved for something not described
(such as an extra system/root disk), which isn’t part of the standard calculation.

7. In ONTAP, what is the function of Logical Interfaces (LIFs)
and how are they typically organized?
A. LIFs provide network endpoints for data or management

traffic; they are organized into data LIFs on SVMs and
management LIFs, with failover groups and VLAN assignments.

B. LIFs are physical ports only
C. LIFs are used for storage pool management
D. LIFs are only for management traffic

LIFs are the network endpoints that clients use to reach storage resources in ONTAP,
carrying either data traffic or management traffic. They’re logical interfaces created
inside an SVM (Storage Virtual Machine) and can be set up as data LIFs, which handle
client I/O for access to shares and protocols like NFS, SMB, or iSCSI, or as management
LIFs, which carry cluster and system management traffic (HTTPS, SSH, etc.).  They’re
organized this way to provide clean separation and flexibility: data LIFs host the data
paths for users and applications, while management LIFs keep control and administrative
access on separate networks. VLAN assignments tag LIF traffic to the correct network
segment, and failover groups allow coordinated failover of a set of LIFs so connectivity is
preserved during node or path failures.  LIFs are not physical ports and aren’t limited to
storage pool management. They’re not restricted to management traffic only, which is
why the described organization—data LIFs and management LIFs within an SVM, plus
VLANs and failover groups—is the correct characterization.
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8. What approach does SnapMirror use to maintain data
consistency across asynchronous replication when there is a
WAN delay?
A. Scheduled transfers and applies consistent snaps on the

target; application quiescence improves consistency and
reduces RPO variability.

B. Real-time synchronous replication over WAN.
C. Backups to tape.
D. Manual snapshot recreation.

This question focuses on how SnapMirror keeps data consistent when replication is
asynchronous and there’s WAN delay. The approach relies on scheduled transfers of
point-in-time images that are made consistent by quiescing the applications before the
snapshot. By taking a quiesced snapshot on the source, you capture a coherent state of
the data (a transaction- or crash-consistent image). This consistent image is then
transferred to the target and applied, so the replica reflects a known good state at the
moment the snapshot was created.  WAN delay makes real-time, continuous syncing
impractical for strict consistency, so using scheduled transfers of consistent snaps
provides predictable, repeatable recovery points. Application quiescence improves data
integrity by ensuring that the snapshot captures a stable state across applications, which
in turn reduces RPO variability—the difference in potential data loss between the source
and the latest replica becomes more tightly bounded.  Other approaches don’t fit this
scenario: attempting real-time synchronous replication over a WAN isn’t typically
feasible due to latency and bandwidth limits, and backups to tape or manual snapshot
recreation aren’t designed to maintain ongoing, consistent replication between sites.

9. Which option lists the two switch operating systems
supported on ONTAP cluster switches?
A. Cisco NX-OS and Broadcom EFOS
B. Cisco NX-OS
C. Broadcom EFOS
D. Juniper Junos

The two switch operating systems supported for ONTAP cluster interconnect are Cisco
NX-OS and Broadcom EFOS. ONTAP has validated interoperability with Cisco Nexus
switches running NX-OS and with Broadcom-based switches running EFOS, providing the
required features for reliable interconnect such as proper LACP link aggregation and
VLAN handling. Other OS options, like Juniper Junos, aren’t listed as supported for
ONTAP cluster interconnect, so they aren’t officially supported in this role.
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10. What is an SVM used for in ONTAP?
A. A virtualization boundary that provides a namespace and

data access for a defined set of protocols and tenants.
B. A physical disk.
C. An application-specific storage volume with no protocol

isolation.
D. A management interface for cluster configuration only.

In ONTAP, an SVM (Storage Virtual Machine) is a virtualization boundary that defines a
namespace and controls data access for a defined set of protocols and tenants. It acts as
the logical container where volumes, qtrees, LIFs, and export policies live, and it governs
how clients reach that data through the protocols you enable (NFS, SMB, iSCSI, etc.).
This boundary separates data access and security policies per tenant or project, making
multi-tenant environments possible while maintaining protocol isolation and appropriate
authentication.  It’s not a physical disk, and it’s not just a single storage volume with no
protocol isolation. Nor is it merely a management interface for cluster configuration; the
SVM actually controls how data is accessed, by whom, and through which protocols,
which is the essence of its role.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://netappncsie.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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