
Navy Small Arms Practice
Test (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

This is a sample study guide. To access the full version with hundreds of
questions,



Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain from reliable
sources accurate, complete, and timely information about this product.

Sample study guide, visit https://navysmallarms.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SA
M

PLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.......................................................................................
Table of Contents 2..........................................................................
Introduction 3..................................................................................
How to Use This Guide 4..................................................................
Questions 6.......................................................................................
Answers 9.........................................................................................
Explanations 11................................................................................
Next Steps 17...................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://navysmallarms.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SA
M

PLE



IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Don’t worry about getting everything right, your
goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations, and take
breaks to retain information better.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning.
7. Use Other Tools

Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital
practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.
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There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly — adapt the tips above to fit your
pace and learning style. You've got this!

Sample study guide, visit https://navysmallarms.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 5

SA
M

PLE



Questions
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1. What safety feature is essential when handling firearms?
A. Knowing the weapon's parts
B. Always keeping the firearm pointed in a safe direction
C. Using proper body armor
D. Having advanced training

2. What type of firearm is a shotgun classified as?
A. Automatic
B. Manual
C. Revolver
D. Long gun

3. What does the safety mechanism on a firearm do?
A. Enhances precision
B. Increases the rate of fire
C. Prevents unintentional discharge
D. Helps in reloading quickly

4. In which situation is the carry condition “Condition 1”
applicable for the M1911 pistol?
A. When the magazine is empty
B. When a round is chambered, safety engaged, and the

hammer is cocked
C. When the safety is disengaged
D. When the weapon is not loaded

5. What is the best way to ensure the firearm is safe before
handling?
A. Assume it is empty
B. Check the magazine and chamber
C. Look for any visible damage
D. Clean it first
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6. What type of magazine does the M9 utilize?
A. Reversible
B. Detachable
C. Fixed
D. Stripper clip

7. Which firing mode is featured on the M16A2?
A. Fully automatic
B. Single shot only
C. Semi-automatic and three-round burst
D. Double action

8. Where should the finger be positioned when not actively
shooting?
A. Along the trigger of the firearm
B. Along the frame of the firearm
C. On the safety switch
D. Inside the trigger guard

9. The .50 caliber machine gun has a muzzle velocity of how
many feet per second?
A. 2,600 fps
B. 2,800 fps
C. 2,930 fps
D. 3,200 fps

10. What is the primary purpose of the "mechanical safety" on
a firearm?
A. To ensure the weapon is clean
B. To prevent accidental discharge
C. To enhance accuracy
D. To improve handling stability
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Answers
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1. B
2. D
3. C
4. B
5. B
6. B
7. C
8. B
9. C
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What safety feature is essential when handling firearms?
A. Knowing the weapon's parts
B. Always keeping the firearm pointed in a safe direction
C. Using proper body armor
D. Having advanced training

Always keeping the firearm pointed in a safe direction is a fundamental safety principle
in firearms handling. This practice minimizes the risk of accidental injury or death. By
ensuring that the firearm is always directed away from people, animals, or valuable
property, you reduce the likelihood of causing harm if the gun were to accidentally
discharge. This principle is often emphasized as the primary rule in gun safety protocols,
as it directly addresses one of the most critical aspects of firearm handling: the
prevention of unintentional discharges leading to injury.  While knowing the weapon's
parts, using proper body armor, and having advanced training are important components
of overall firearm safety and proficiency, they do not specifically address the immediate
risk associated with handling firearms the way that maintaining a safe direction does.
Mastery of firearm parts and usage enhances your ability to operate the gun safely, and
advanced training builds skill, but they do not replace the necessity of controlling the
firearm's direction at all times. Thus, maintaining the weapon's orientation in a safe
direction is a non-negotiable rule that stands as a crucial measure for safety in firearms
handling.

2. What type of firearm is a shotgun classified as?
A. Automatic
B. Manual
C. Revolver
D. Long gun

A shotgun is classified as a long gun because of its design and intended use. Long guns
are firearms that are designed to be fired while supported against the shoulder. This
classification encompasses rifles and shotguns, which both typically feature longer
barrels compared to handguns.   Shotguns are specifically designed for firing shotshells,
which contain multiple small pellets or a single slug, making them effective for a range
of purposes, including hunting, sport shooting, and home defense. Their longer barrel
allows for a greater shot spread, enhancing their effectiveness at short to medium
ranges.  The other classifications mentioned—automatic, manual, and revolver—do not
accurately describe shotguns. Automatics refer to firearms that can fire continuously
with a single pull of the trigger, while manual means the shooter must operate the action
to load another round, a characteristic that can apply to some shotguns but does not
define their overall category. Revolvers are a specific type of handgun with a rotating
cylinder, which distinctly separates them from the long gun category. Thus, the correct
classification of a shotgun as a long gun highlights its specific use and design features in
firearms terminology.
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3. What does the safety mechanism on a firearm do?
A. Enhances precision
B. Increases the rate of fire
C. Prevents unintentional discharge
D. Helps in reloading quickly

The safety mechanism on a firearm is designed to prevent unintentional discharge, thus
ensuring the operator can handle the firearm safely. This mechanism is a critical feature
that helps avoid accidental shootings, which can occur if the trigger is inadvertently
pulled. When the safety is engaged, it inhibits the firing mechanism, typically by blocking
the trigger or preventing the hammer from moving forward.  The design and
functionality of the safety are crucial for maintaining control of the weapon, particularly
in situations where quick actions are common, such as during training or in high-stress
environments. By utilizing the safety mechanism properly, users can ensure that the
firearm is only discharged when intended, significantly enhancing overall handling
safety. This understanding reinforces the importance of following proper operational
protocols and safety practices when using and storing firearms.

4. In which situation is the carry condition “Condition 1”
applicable for the M1911 pistol?
A. When the magazine is empty
B. When a round is chambered, safety engaged, and the

hammer is cocked
C. When the safety is disengaged
D. When the weapon is not loaded

The carry condition known as "Condition 1" for the M1911 pistol is specifically defined as
the situation in which a round is chambered, the safety is engaged, and the hammer is
cocked. This condition ensures that the handgun is ready to fire immediately while still
being safe to carry.   In this state, the presence of a chambered round enables quick
access to fire if necessary, while the engaged safety prevents any accidental discharges.
This configuration is essential for tactical situations where prompt action might be
required without compromising safety.   Other conditions mentioned, like having an
empty magazine or the weapon not loaded, indicate conditions where the pistol is not in a
state ready for immediate use. Furthermore, disengaging the safety would render the
firearm less safe, contradicting the purpose of Condition 1, which prioritizes readiness
alongside safety. Therefore, Condition 1 is crucial for scenarios where a secure and
immediate response might be needed.
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5. What is the best way to ensure the firearm is safe before
handling?
A. Assume it is empty
B. Check the magazine and chamber
C. Look for any visible damage
D. Clean it first

The best way to ensure that a firearm is safe before handling it is to check the magazine
and chamber. This involves physically inspecting the firearm to confirm that it is
unloaded. Checking both the magazine and the chamber ensures that no ammunition is
left in the firearm, which is crucial for safety. This step is a standard practice in firearm
handling and is often emphasized in training to prevent accidental discharges.   The
action of assuming the firearm is empty is inherently risky, as it does not rely on a
thorough verification process. Visible damage can give insight into the condition of the
firearm but does not provide any information about whether it is loaded or not. Cleaning
the firearm is an important maintenance task, but it should only be done once the
firearm has been confirmed to be unloaded, as handling a potentially loaded firearm
while cleaning poses a significant risk. Therefore, verifying the status of both the
magazine and chamber is the most reliable method for ensuring safety before any
handling of the firearm.

6. What type of magazine does the M9 utilize?
A. Reversible
B. Detachable
C. Fixed
D. Stripper clip

The M9 utilizes a detachable magazine, which is a critical feature for this type of firearm.
A detachable magazine allows the shooter to quickly and efficiently remove and replace
the magazine, facilitating faster reloading during engagements. This design enhances
the operational efficiency of the M9, enabling users to maintain a high rate of fire and to
easily swap out magazines as needed. The ability to detach the magazine also supports
various operational scenarios, especially in tactical settings where speed and adaptability
are crucial.   In contrast, a fixed magazine would require the shooter to load ammunition
directly into the firearm, making reloading more cumbersome. Reversible magazines are
not a common configuration in most firearms, including the M9, and a stripper clip is a
tool designed for loading ammunition into a fixed magazine rather than being a type of
magazine itself. Therefore, the choice of a detachable magazine aligns with the
operational requirements and design philosophy of the M9.
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7. Which firing mode is featured on the M16A2?
A. Fully automatic
B. Single shot only
C. Semi-automatic and three-round burst
D. Double action

The M16A2 rifle is designed with a firing mode that includes semi-automatic and
three-round burst capabilities. This means that in semi-automatic mode, the shooter fires
one round with each pull of the trigger. The three-round burst mode allows the shooter
to fire a maximum of three rounds with a single pull of the trigger before the firing
mechanism resets.  This design is particularly important in military applications, as it
offers a balance between sustained fire and ammunition conservation. The three-round
burst feature is advantageous in terms of maintaining control over the weapon,
preventing excessive ammunition expenditure, and increasing the likelihood of accurate
hits compared to full automatic fire. This control helps soldiers better manage their fire
in various combat scenarios.  Other firing modes, such as fully automatic or double
action, are not features of the M16A2; they relate to different types of firearms or
configurations that prioritize different operational uses. The focus on semi-automatic
and burst modes in the M16A2 aligns with the need for precision and manageable firing
rates in military engagements.

8. Where should the finger be positioned when not actively
shooting?
A. Along the trigger of the firearm
B. Along the frame of the firearm
C. On the safety switch
D. Inside the trigger guard

When not actively shooting, the proper position for the finger is along the frame of the
firearm. This practice is crucial for firearm safety as it helps prevent accidental
discharges. By keeping the finger outside of the trigger guard and off the trigger, the
shooter ensures that they cannot inadvertently engage the firing mechanism. This
principle is emphasized in firearms training to promote responsible handling and to
mitigate the risk of accidents.  Positioning the finger along the frame also allows for
quick and controlled access to the trigger when ready to shoot while reinforcing safe
handling protocols. This is especially important during periods of readiness, movement,
or when in proximity to others. Maintaining this discipline is a key aspect of effective
firearm handling in both training and operational contexts.
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9. The .50 caliber machine gun has a muzzle velocity of how
many feet per second?
A. 2,600 fps
B. 2,800 fps
C. 2,930 fps
D. 3,200 fps

The .50 caliber machine gun, specifically the M2 Browning model, is known for its high
muzzle velocity, which is a critical factor for its effectiveness in combat. The primary
round used in these machine guns, the M2 Browning, is designed to achieve a muzzle
velocity of approximately 2,930 feet per second. This high velocity contributes to the
bullet's flat trajectory and penetrative capabilities, allowing it to effectively engage both
aerial and ground targets at considerable distances.  Understanding the muzzle velocity
is crucial for marksmanship and operational planning, as it impacts factors like range,
accuracy, and the expected impact of the projectile upon hitting a target. A higher
muzzle velocity generally means that the bullet travels faster, which can reduce the time
it takes to reach the target and improve the chances of hitting moving targets.  In
contrast, the other options represent velocities that do not accurately reflect the
standard muzzle velocity of the .50 caliber machine gun, leading to potential
misconceptions about its performance. Therefore, recognizing that 2,930 fps is the
accurate figure helps solidify knowledge about the .50 caliber machine gun's
specifications and capabilities.

10. What is the primary purpose of the "mechanical safety" on
a firearm?
A. To ensure the weapon is clean
B. To prevent accidental discharge
C. To enhance accuracy
D. To improve handling stability

The primary purpose of the mechanical safety on a firearm is to prevent accidental
discharge. This safety feature is designed to block the firing mechanism from being
activated unintentionally, which could occur if the trigger is accidentally pulled while
handling the weapon. Mechanical safeties are crucial for ensuring that the firearm can
only be fired when the user intends to do so, enhancing overall safety during transport,
handling, and storage.   Successful operation of a firearm requires awareness and the
proper functioning of its safety mechanisms, and the mechanical safety plays a
fundamental role in reducing the risk of mishaps, thereby safeguarding the user and
others nearby. It is important to recognize that while cleanliness, accuracy, and handling
stability are essential factors in firearm operation, they do not relate directly to the
primary function of the mechanical safety.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://navysmallarms.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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