
National Council of
Examiners for Engineering
and Surveying (NCEES)
Fundamentals of
Engineering (FE) Ethics
Practice Exam (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:
https://ncees-fe-ethics.examzify.com



Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://ncees-fe-ethics.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SA
M

PLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.......................................................................................
Table of Contents 2..........................................................................
Introduction 3..................................................................................
How to Use This Guide 4..................................................................
Questions 5.......................................................................................
Answers 8.........................................................................................
Explanations 10................................................................................
Next Steps 16...................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://ncees-fe-ethics.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SA
M

PLE



IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which activity is considered ethical for an engineering firm
with significant community engagement?
A. Donating to political candidates
B. Sponsoring large advertising campaigns
C. Encouraging employee volunteer work
D. Renting billboard space to promote company values

2. How do cultural differences impact ethical
decision-making in engineering?
A. They simplify ethical decisions
B. Engineers must adhere to a single standard
C. Engineers must be aware of and sensitive to varying ethical

norms and practices across cultures
D. Cultural differences are not significant in engineering ethics

3. What is the legal defense that applies when a claim is
barred due to the time elapsed since the contract was
completed?
A. Privity of contract
B. Duplicitous liability
C. Statute of limitations
D. Caveat emptor

4. When may professional engineers ethically make political
donations?
A. At no time
B. Only if it is not for current, past, or future influence
C. Only if donations are made as an individual and not

representing a firm
D. Only below specified amounts

5. What does the client pay the engineer in addition to the
salary?
A. A fixed project fee
B. An additional percentage for overhead and profit
C. A bonus for efficiency
D. A commission based on total costs
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6. What do many engineering licenses require engineers to
demonstrate?
A. Experience in unfamiliar areas
B. Knowledge of all engineering principles
C. Adherence to ethical standards
D. Mastery of management skills

7. What action demonstrates ethical practice when working
on multidisciplinary projects?
A. Keeping all team members informed
B. Ensuring qualifications match project demands
C. Agreeing to cut costs by any means
D. Relying on past experiences alone

8. What is a key responsibility of engineers when dealing with
clients?
A. To simplify the technical details for ease of understanding
B. To communicate effectively and inform clients about risks
C. To withhold information that may hinder decision-making
D. To assume clients understand all technical details

9. How can engineers contribute to public welfare through
their work?
A. By focusing solely on profitability
B. By prioritizing aesthetics in design
C. By prioritizing health, safety, and welfare in all design and

engineering decisions
D. By minimizing project costs above all else

10. What does the complete agreement clause state about
prior agreements?
A. They are always valid
B. They can supersede this contract
C. They are invalidated by the new contract
D. They can still be enforced in certain situations
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Answers
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1. C
2. C
3. C
4. B
5. B
6. C
7. B
8. B
9. C
10. C
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Explanations
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1. Which activity is considered ethical for an engineering firm
with significant community engagement?
A. Donating to political candidates
B. Sponsoring large advertising campaigns
C. Encouraging employee volunteer work
D. Renting billboard space to promote company values

Encouraging employee volunteer work is considered ethical for an engineering firm with
significant community engagement because it directly supports the community and
fosters a positive relationship between the firm and the public. This activity not only
helps to address local needs but also enhances the firm’s reputation as a socially
responsible entity. By promoting volunteerism, the firm demonstrates its commitment to
social responsibility and its role as a contributor to community welfare.  This practice
aligns with ethical principles in engineering, which emphasize the importance of
contributing to the public good and acting in a manner that benefits society as a whole.
Employee engagement in community service can also lead to improved morale,
teamwork, and a sense of purpose within the firm, further enhancing its overall ethical
standing.  In contrast, donating to political candidates can create conflicts of interest or
perceptions of bias, which may undermine the firm’s integrity. Sponsoring large
advertising campaigns, while it can raise awareness, may not necessarily lead to direct
benefits for the community. Renting billboard space to promote company values may also
be seen as a marketing strategy rather than a genuine effort to engage and support the
community.

2. How do cultural differences impact ethical
decision-making in engineering?
A. They simplify ethical decisions
B. Engineers must adhere to a single standard
C. Engineers must be aware of and sensitive to varying ethical

norms and practices across cultures
D. Cultural differences are not significant in engineering ethics

Cultural differences play a crucial role in shaping ethical decision-making in
engineering, and acknowledging this diversity is vital for engineers operating in a global
context. Various cultures have distinct norms, values, and ethical standards, which can
significantly influence perspectives on what is considered acceptable or ethical behavior. 
When engineers are aware of these varying ethical norms, they can approach problems
with a broader understanding that incorporates respect for different viewpoints. This
sensitivity enables engineers to make more informed and culturally appropriate
decisions, leading to solutions that are ethically sound across diverse cultural contexts. It
fosters collaboration, minimizes misunderstandings, and enhances the integrity of
engineering practices in international projects.  Being attuned to cultural differences
encourages a more inclusive and holistic approach to ethics in engineering, recognizing
that a one-size-fits-all standard may not be suitable in all situations. This consideration is
particularly important in multinational projects where diverse teams must work together
effectively, ensuring that all stakeholders' values are respected and integrated into the
decision-making process.
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3. What is the legal defense that applies when a claim is
barred due to the time elapsed since the contract was
completed?
A. Privity of contract
B. Duplicitous liability
C. Statute of limitations
D. Caveat emptor

The correct answer is rooted in the legal principle known as the statute of limitations.
This principle establishes a specific timeframe within which a party can bring a legal
claim or action, including those related to contracts. Once this period expires, the party
is generally barred from pursuing any legal remedies related to that claim, regardless of
the merits of the case.   The rationale behind the statute of limitations is to promote
judicial efficiency and ensure that cases are brought while evidence and witness
testimony are still available and reliable. Furthermore, it encourages parties to resolve
disputes in a timely manner, preventing prolonged uncertainty and enhancing finality in
contractual relationships.  Understanding this principle is crucial for professionals in
fields such as engineering and surveying, where contractual obligations and their
enforcement are common. By recognizing that claims can become unenforceable after a
certain period, engineers can better manage risks and understand the limitations of their
legal obligations and protections.   Options like privity of contract, duplicitous liability,
and caveat emptor pertain to different areas of contract law and consumer protection but
do not address the specific concern of time limitations on claims. Privity relates to the
relationship between parties in a contract, while caveat emptor emphasizes buyer
responsibility in a transaction. Remembering these distinctions reinforces the
importance of

4. When may professional engineers ethically make political
donations?
A. At no time
B. Only if it is not for current, past, or future influence
C. Only if donations are made as an individual and not

representing a firm
D. Only below specified amounts

Professional engineers may ethically make political donations only if it is not for current,
past, or future influence. This principle is grounded in the ethical obligations of
engineers to maintain integrity, objectivity, and professionalism in their work.  Engaging
in political contributions can create perceptions of bias or conflicts of interest,
particularly if such contributions are intended to gain favorable treatment or influence
decision-makers in a way that could affect the engineers' professional responsibilities. By
ensuring that donations are made without the intention of influencing current, past, or
future decisions, engineers can uphold the ethical standards of their profession. This
practice safeguards the public trust and ensures that engineering decisions are made
based on merit rather than political favoritism.  Political donations made with ulterior
motives can undermine transparency and the integrity of the engineering profession,
which is why ethical guidelines stress the importance of making contributions only when
they do not seek to influence outcomes or decisions. This distinction is crucial in
maintaining public confidence in engineering practices and ensuring that all decisions
are made based on quality and safety rather than political affiliations or donations.
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5. What does the client pay the engineer in addition to the
salary?
A. A fixed project fee
B. An additional percentage for overhead and profit
C. A bonus for efficiency
D. A commission based on total costs

The client pays the engineer an additional percentage for overhead and profit because
this arrangement reflects the financial realities of running an engineering practice.
Engineers incur various overhead costs, including office expenses, utilities, equipment
maintenance, and salaries of staff who support the project but may not be directly
involved in the technical work.   The additional percentage accounts for these overhead
expenses and provides a profit margin that allows the engineering firm to sustain its
operations, grow, and invest in future projects. This structure of compensation ensures
that the engineer can maintain a level of service while also being compensated fairly for
their expertise and the resources needed to deliver successful project outcomes.  In many
contracts, this percentage is predetermined and clearly outlined, so both the client and
the engineering firm agree on the compensation model before the project begins. This
ensures transparency and accountability in the financial aspects of the project, fostering
a better partnership between the client and the engineer.

6. What do many engineering licenses require engineers to
demonstrate?
A. Experience in unfamiliar areas
B. Knowledge of all engineering principles
C. Adherence to ethical standards
D. Mastery of management skills

Many engineering licenses require engineers to demonstrate adherence to ethical
standards because ethical practice is crucial in engineering. Engineers have a significant
impact on public safety, health, and welfare, and they must commit to professional
integrity and ethical decision-making in their work. This includes maintaining honesty,
avoiding conflicts of interest, and ensuring that their work meets the highest standards
of safety and quality.  Adherence to ethical standards is fundamental in fostering public
trust in the engineering profession and ensuring that engineers act responsibly.
Licensing boards often assess an engineer’s understanding of ethics as part of the
examination and licensing process, reflecting the profession's commitment to upholding
ethical principles in practice.  Other options such as experience in unfamiliar areas,
knowledge of all engineering principles, and mastery of management skills, while
valuable in practice, are not typically mandatory for licensing purposes. Engineers are
expected to have a breadth of knowledge and skills, but the primary focus in licensing is
on ethical responsibility and the ability to apply knowledge in a way that protects the
public.
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7. What action demonstrates ethical practice when working
on multidisciplinary projects?
A. Keeping all team members informed
B. Ensuring qualifications match project demands
C. Agreeing to cut costs by any means
D. Relying on past experiences alone

Ensuring that qualifications match project demands is critical for ethical practice in
multidisciplinary projects. This action reflects a commitment to professional integrity
and accountability. When team members possess the appropriate qualifications and skills
for their specific roles, it promotes safety, quality, and effective project performance.
This alignment helps to foster trust among team members and stakeholders, ensuring
that ethical standards are upheld throughout the project lifecycle.  In multidisciplinary
environments, where various fields of expertise intersect, it becomes particularly crucial
that individuals are capable of carrying out their responsibilities effectively. Having
qualified personnel ensures that decisions made are informed, compliant with regulatory
standards, and that risks are managed appropriately. This not only protects the interests
of the project but also safeguards the health and welfare of the public and the
environment.  The other options suggest practices that can undermine ethical standards.
Keeping all team members informed is important but does not directly address the
qualifications aspect. Cutting costs by any means can lead to unethical shortcuts, and
relying solely on past experiences without current qualifications may not meet the
demands of new projects and technologies, ultimately compromising project outcomes
and ethical standards.

8. What is a key responsibility of engineers when dealing with
clients?
A. To simplify the technical details for ease of understanding
B. To communicate effectively and inform clients about risks
C. To withhold information that may hinder decision-making
D. To assume clients understand all technical details

Choosing to communicate effectively and inform clients about risks is essential in the
engineering profession. Engineers have a duty to ensure that clients are fully aware of
any potential hazards or uncertainties that may affect their projects. This responsibility
aligns with the ethical standards in engineering, which emphasize transparency and the
obligation to protect the welfare of the public and clients alike.  Effective communication
not only helps clients make informed decisions but also fosters trust in the professional
relationship. By discussing the risks involved in a project, engineers enable their clients
to understand the implications of various options, allowing for better assessment of
outcomes and the overall safety of the project.  The other options do not align with the
fundamental responsibilities of engineers. While simplifying technical details may be
beneficial, it must not come at the cost of omitting critical information, particularly
regarding risks. Withholding information that could influence decision-making is
unethical and contrary to the principles of transparency in engineering. Assuming that
clients understand all technical details undermines effective communication and could
lead to misunderstandings and poor decision-making. Thus, the focus on communicating
risks stands out as the most appropriate and responsible action for engineers in their
dealings with clients.
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9. How can engineers contribute to public welfare through
their work?
A. By focusing solely on profitability
B. By prioritizing aesthetics in design
C. By prioritizing health, safety, and welfare in all design and

engineering decisions
D. By minimizing project costs above all else

Engineers play a crucial role in enhancing public welfare by ensuring that health, safety,
and welfare are central to all their decisions and designs. This approach aligns with the
core ethical obligations of engineering professionals, which emphasize the responsibility
to protect the public and the environment.   When engineers prioritize these factors, they
contribute to the creation of safe structures, efficient systems, and sustainable practices
that ultimately benefit society as a whole. For example, by considering potential hazards
and designing for safety, engineers help reduce risks associated with infrastructure,
vehicles, and other technological systems. This commitment extends beyond mere
compliance with codes and standards; it reflects a proactive stance in addressing public
concerns and anticipating future challenges.  In contrast, focusing solely on profitability
or minimizing project costs may lead to corners being cut that could harm public safety
or environmental integrity. Similarly, prioritizing aesthetics without considering health
and safety could result in designs that are visually appealing but potentially hazardous.
Thus, the emphasis on health, safety, and welfare is foundational to ethical engineering
practice and essential for fostering trust and maintaining the profession's integrity.

10. What does the complete agreement clause state about
prior agreements?
A. They are always valid
B. They can supersede this contract
C. They are invalidated by the new contract
D. They can still be enforced in certain situations

The complete agreement clause, often referred to as an integration clause, indicates that
the contract in question represents the entirety of the agreement between the parties
involved. This means that any prior agreements, understandings, or negotiations that
were not included in the new contract are considered to be invalidated. The purpose of
this clause is to ensure clarity and certainty by stating that the current contract is the
sole source of the terms agreed upon by the parties, thus eliminating the potential for
disputes regarding earlier arrangements. By establishing that prior agreements have no
legal standing once the complete agreement clause is invoked, the clause promotes a
clean start and coherence within the contractual relationship.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://ncees-fe-ethics.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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