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1. When was The Encyclopedia of Popular Music initiated?
A. 1979
B. 1989
C. 1999
D. 2009

2. What characterized the Baroque era orchestra's string
sections?
A. Lower strings became dominant
B. 1st violins were now the dominant string section
C. Independent bassoon sections
D. Strings had minimal supporting roles

3. What is the range of a harpsichord?
A. E1-E6
B. F1-F6
C. C2-D7
D. A1-B7

4. What is Gregorian chant primarily known for?
A. A monophonic, unaccompanied style of liturgical singing
B. A form of secular dance music
C. A type of polyphonic composition
D. A style of opera developed in the Middle Ages

5. Which notation software is considered among the leading
options that includes Sibelius and Finale?
A. MagicScore Maestro
B. Notation Software
C. Nightingale notation software
D. Logic Pro
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6. Why is it important for musicians to understand the
transposition of their instruments?
A. To improve their sight-reading skills
B. To know what key they are playing in
C. To effectively communicate with other musicians
D. All of the above

7. What is the highest note in the trombone range?
A. C5
B. F5
C. G5
D. A5

8. What characterizes a neighbor tone?
A. Stepwise motion followed by a leap to a consonant tone
B. Stepwise motion that resolves from a dissonant tone
C. Stepwise motion that returns to the original consonant tone
D. Leap between non-consonant notes

9. What term refers to the repeated echoes produced by
sound waves?
A. Reverberation
B. Refraction
C. Resonance
D. Absorption

10. What characteristic notes define the Locrian mode?
A. B scale with b2, b3, b5, b6, and b7
B. D scale with natural 3 and b6
C. E minor scale with b2 and b5
D. C major scale with 4 and 6
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1. B
2. B
3. B
4. A
5. B
6. D
7. B
8. C
9. A
10. A
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Explanations
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1. When was The Encyclopedia of Popular Music initiated?
A. 1979
B. 1989
C. 1999
D. 2009

The Encyclopedia of Popular Music was initiated in 1989, marking a significant moment
in the documentation and academic study of popular music. This comprehensive
reference work aimed to catalog the diverse landscape of popular music, helping to
provide detailed information about artists, albums, genres, and the cultural contexts that
shaped popular music throughout the decades.   By starting in 1989, the encyclopedia
emerged during a vibrant period of musical innovation and change, reflecting the global
rise in music genres and the increasing academic and public interest in popular music as
a legitimate art form. The choice of this year also coincided with advancements in
technology that allowed for better compilation and distribution of information, which
aided in presenting a thorough examination of the popular music scene.   The other years
presented in the options do not align with the actual initiation of the encyclopedia, as it
did not exist before the 1980s, and the subsequent years did not correspond with its
launch either.

2. What characterized the Baroque era orchestra's string
sections?
A. Lower strings became dominant
B. 1st violins were now the dominant string section
C. Independent bassoon sections
D. Strings had minimal supporting roles

During the Baroque era, the orchestral string sections experienced a significant
development, notably characterized by the dominance of the first violins. The first violins
typically carried the melodic lines and often had elaborated parts that showcased their
virtuosic capabilities, reflecting the era's emphasis on individual expression and
technical skill. This prominence of the first violins helped shape the overall sound of the
orchestra, creating a hierarchy within the string sections where the first violins stood out
in melodic importance.  While the lower strings, including cellos and double basses,
played a vital supportive role in providing harmonic foundation, the first violins were
integral in leading the musical texture. This change indicated a clear shift towards a
more sophisticated orchestral arrangement and complex musical interactions typical of
Baroque music. Therefore, the statement regarding the dominance of the first violins
effectively captures the essence of the string section's role during this period.
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3. What is the range of a harpsichord?
A. E1-E6
B. F1-F6
C. C2-D7
D. A1-B7

The harpsichord typically has a range that extends from F1 to F6. This range is
consistent with the instrument's construction, as it is built with a specific number of keys
and string lengths that define its pitch capabilities. The F1 note provides a foundational
bass sound, while F6 represents the upper limits of the instrument, allowing for a
versatile range suitable for various musical styles, particularly from the Renaissance and
Baroque periods.  When considering the ranges provided, F1 to F6 accurately reflects the
commonly accepted range of the harpsichord. Other options either extend beyond the
traditional range of the instrument or do not adequately cover its lower and upper limits,
which demonstrates how important it is to have an accurate understanding of the
instrument's capabilities.

4. What is Gregorian chant primarily known for?
A. A monophonic, unaccompanied style of liturgical singing
B. A form of secular dance music
C. A type of polyphonic composition
D. A style of opera developed in the Middle Ages

Gregorian chant is primarily known for its monophonic, unaccompanied style of liturgical
singing. This form of music originated in the early Christian Church and is characterized
by its single melodic line without harmonic support. It played a significant role in the
religious practices of the time, being used in the context of worship and liturgical
ceremonies.   The simplicity of its melody and the lack of instrumental accompaniment
contributed to its intended purpose, which was to enhance the text's spiritual message
and facilitate meditation and prayer. Gregorian chant is sung in Latin and follows a free
rhythm that mirrors the natural flow of the text, embodying the sacredness and
contemplative nature of the liturgical context in which it was performed.   This
distinctive style set it apart from other forms of music, such as secular dance music,
which aimed to entertain, or polyphonic compositions and operatic styles that emerged
later, which involve multiple independent melodies or dramatic narratives. Therefore,
identifying Gregorian chant as primarily monophonic and unaccompanied reflects its
authenticity and significance in the history of Western music.

9Sample study guide. Visit https://natlboardmusic.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



5. Which notation software is considered among the leading
options that includes Sibelius and Finale?
A. MagicScore Maestro
B. Notation Software
C. Nightingale notation software
D. Logic Pro

The notation software that is considered among the leading options along with Sibelius
and Finale is Notation Software. This software provides composers, arrangers, and
musicians with the tools necessary for creating and editing musical scores. Like Sibelius
and Finale, Notation Software focuses on intuitive usability and features a range of
notation capabilities, making it suitable for both beginners and advanced users. Its
inclusion alongside Sibelius and Finale underscores its reputation and functionality in
the realm of music notation, helping users effectively translate their musical ideas into
written form.   The other options, while they may serve different purposes in music
production or composition, do not hold the same level of recognition or specialized focus
on traditional music notation as Sibelius, Finale, and Notation Software do. MagicScore
Maestro and Nightingale notation software offer specific features for music notation, but
are not as widely regarded. Logic Pro, on the other hand, is primarily a digital audio
workstation, focusing on recording, mixing, and producing rather than music notation.

6. Why is it important for musicians to understand the
transposition of their instruments?
A. To improve their sight-reading skills
B. To know what key they are playing in
C. To effectively communicate with other musicians
D. All of the above

Understanding the transposition of their instruments is crucial for musicians for several
interconnected reasons. Firstly, musicians often play in ensembles or collaborate with
other musicians who may be using different instruments, which may be in different keys.
Knowing how to transpose allows them to effectively communicate the correct pitches or
keys required to play in harmony with others. This ensures a cohesive sound and smooth
performances.  Additionally, being aware of the transposition helps musicians
understand what key they are playing in, which is fundamental for their interpretation of
musical pieces. This knowledge can also aid in improvisation and composition, as they
can more easily manipulate melodies and harmonies to suit their needs while retaining
the essence of the original work.  Lastly, improved sight-reading skills are a product of
understanding transposition. Musicians who regularly practice transposing can become
more adept at quickly interpreting written music, as they are familiar with how different
instruments relate to the standard notation and can translate that to their own
instrument effectively.  Hence, the encompassing answer recognizes that all the reasons
presented for the importance of transposition contribute to a musician's overall
performance and collaboration skills.
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7. What is the highest note in the trombone range?
A. C5
B. F5
C. G5
D. A5

The highest note commonly recognized in the trombone's range is F5. This range can
vary based on the specific type of trombone being played, such as the bass trombone or
the alto trombone, but for the most widely used tenor trombone, F5 is considered to be a
practical limit for much of the music that is performed.  F5 can be considered within the
practical playing range for many trombone players, allowing them to execute various
pieces that require higher registers. While higher notes exist and can be played, F5 is
often seen as the upper threshold for typical playing scenarios.   The other notes, such as
C5, G5, and A5, while they may be part of the overall range for advanced players or in
specific contexts, are less frequently specified as limitations in terms of practical
performance on the tenor trombone. Therefore, F5 stands as the highest reliable note for
most trombone players and repertoire.

8. What characterizes a neighbor tone?
A. Stepwise motion followed by a leap to a consonant tone
B. Stepwise motion that resolves from a dissonant tone
C. Stepwise motion that returns to the original consonant tone
D. Leap between non-consonant notes

A neighbor tone is characterized by stepwise motion that returns to the original
consonant tone. This means that a neighbor tone is approached by a step (either
ascending or descending) from a consonant tone, creating a brief dissonance before
resolving back to the original consonant tone. This motion is typically used to embellish
the melody and adds a sense of tension and release, enhancing the musical line.  In this
context, the other descriptions do not accurately capture the essence of a neighbor tone.
For instance, stepwise motion followed by a leap to a consonant tone describes a
different harmonic practice, likely referring to an extension or embellishment that
doesn't revert back to its starting point in the same way. Similarly, resolving from a
dissonant tone does not specify the return to the original consonant tone, which is
crucial for identifying a neighbor tone. Lastly, a leap between non-consonant notes
indicates a different type of melodic movement that does not encapsulate the concept of
neighbor tones at all. Understanding the motion and resolution patterns of neighbor
tones is vital for analyzing and composing melodic lines effectively.
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9. What term refers to the repeated echoes produced by
sound waves?
A. Reverberation
B. Refraction
C. Resonance
D. Absorption

The term that refers to the repeated echoes produced by sound waves is reverberation.
Reverberation occurs when sound waves reflect off surfaces in an environment, such as
walls, floors, and ceilings, creating a series of echoes that linger and overlap. This
phenomenon is commonly experienced in large, open spaces like concert halls or
cathedrals, where sound can bounce off multiple surfaces before fading away.  In
contrast, refraction refers to the bending of sound waves as they pass through different
mediums, which affects how sound travels but does not create repeated echoes.
Resonance is the amplification of sound that occurs when objects vibrate at their natural
frequency, while absorption involves the damping of sound waves by materials that soak
up sound energy, reducing echoes rather than producing them. Understanding these
distinctions is crucial for anyone studying acoustics or sound production.

10. What characteristic notes define the Locrian mode?
A. B scale with b2, b3, b5, b6, and b7
B. D scale with natural 3 and b6
C. E minor scale with b2 and b5
D. C major scale with 4 and 6

The Locrian mode is defined by its unique scale structure, which incorporates specific
altered scale degrees. In the case of the choice that identifies the B scale with lowered
second (b2), lowered third (b3), lowered fifth (b5), lowered sixth (b6), and lowered
seventh (b7), all these changes contribute to the distinctive sound of the Locrian mode.  
The Locrian mode is often viewed as the seventh mode of the major scale, where it is
derived from the major scale by starting on the seventh degree. This lowering of specific
scale degrees results in a diminished sound, typical of the Locrian. The notes of the B
Locrian scale are B, C, D, E, F, G, and A, which match the characteristics outlined in the
option.   This option accurately reflects the modal characteristics of Locrian, offering a
foundation for understanding how these alterations shape the aural quality and harmonic
possibilities of music written in this mode. Other choices represent different scales or
modes that do not align with the defining aspects of Locrian, emphasizing how unique
scale alterations play a critical role in defining musical modes.
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