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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. In miscue analysis, which question checks if the miscue aligns with the
grammar and meaning of what came before?
A. Did the miscue reflect the speaker's normal patterns?
B. Did the miscue go with the grammar and meaning of what came before?
C. Did the miscue go with the grammar and meaning after or followed?
D. Was the miscue corrected?

2. When disciplining a student with a disability, which steps are appropriate?
A. Apply standard disciplinary procedures used for all students.
B. Follow IEP/IDEA discipline procedures, conduct a manifestation determination

if required, use positive behavioral supports, and ensure placement remains
appropriate.

C. Remove the student from school for the remainder of the year.
D. Ignore the behavior and focus only on academics.

3. Which reading level is characterized by decoding and vocabulary being too
difficult, with word accuracy below 90%, and comprehension limited?
A. Independent Reading level
B. Instructional Reading level
C. Frustration Reading level
D. Proficient Reading level

4. How should a reader's native language be treated in miscues analysis
according to the guidelines?
A. It should not count against them.
B. It should be noted as a deficit.
C. It should be counted as a miscue.
D. It should be ignored.

5. Which term studies the sound system of language, including phonemes
and phonological rules?
A. Reading
B. Phonology
C. Morphology
D. Semantics
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6. Which term focuses on how words are formed and how affixes modify base
meanings?
A. Morphology
B. Syntax
C. Semantics
D. Pragmatics

7. What is Universal Design for Learning (UDL) and its three principles?
A. A funding model for universal education.
B. A set of classroom rules promoting universal behavior.
C. A standardized test to measure universal achievement.
D. A framework to design instruction to be accessible for all students; three

principles: multiple means of engagement, representation, and
action/expression.

8. Which term describes organized knowledge or memory of events, objects,
and situations that helps interpret new information?
A. Schema
B. Reading
C. Phonology
D. Graphic

9. What is the largest sound unit within a word?
A. Syllable
B. Phoneme
C. Grapheme
D. Rime

10. Which term refers to independent writing, a quick write done by
themselves?
A. Sustained Writing
B. Guided Writing/Reading
C. Reading Conferences
D. Shared Reading
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Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. B
4. A
5. B
6. A
7. D
8. A
9. A
10. A
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Explanations
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1. In miscue analysis, which question checks if the miscue aligns with the
grammar and meaning of what came before?
A. Did the miscue reflect the speaker's normal patterns?
B. Did the miscue go with the grammar and meaning of what came before?
C. Did the miscue go with the grammar and meaning after or followed?
D. Was the miscue corrected?

When we analyze a reader’s miscues, we look at how the error fits with the text they’ve already heard or read.
The best fit here is the idea that the miscue goes with the grammar and meaning of what came before. If the
misread word or phrase still aligns grammatically and makes sense in the context of the preceding sentence, it
shows the reader’s predictions and processing are guided by the earlier context. This reflects how the reader
uses prior information to attempt the next part of the text. It isn’t about whether the error matches the reader’s
typical patterns, nor about how it connects to later text or whether the error was corrected.

2. When disciplining a student with a disability, which steps are appropriate?
A. Apply standard disciplinary procedures used for all students.
B. Follow IEP/IDEA discipline procedures, conduct a manifestation determination

if required, use positive behavioral supports, and ensure placement remains
appropriate.

C. Remove the student from school for the remainder of the year.
D. Ignore the behavior and focus only on academics.

When a student with a disability is disciplined, the process must follow IDEA to protect the student’s rights and
keep learning on track. The team uses the IEP/IDEA discipline procedures, including a manifestation
determination review to decide whether the behavior was a manifestation of the disability or due to inadequate
services. If the behavior is a manifestation, the team should conduct a functional behavioral assessment and
implement or revise a behavior intervention plan, and the student’s placement should remain appropriate unless
a change is needed. If the behavior is not a manifestation, standard disciplinary actions can be used, but the
student still must receive appropriate services and supports to maintain a Free Appropriate Public Education.
Throughout, positive behavioral supports and ongoing provision of services are emphasized. This approach
ensures discipline respects rights, addresses behavior with supports, and avoids punitive actions that ignore the
student’s needs. Removing a student for long periods without this process or ignoring the behavior would not be
appropriate.
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3. Which reading level is characterized by decoding and vocabulary being too
difficult, with word accuracy below 90%, and comprehension limited?
A. Independent Reading level
B. Instructional Reading level
C. Frustration Reading level
D. Proficient Reading level

When we think about reading levels, we assess how well a student can decode and understand text, and how
much support they need to do so. The instructional reading level is the point where decoding and vocabulary are
challenging enough that the student cannot read the text independently, but with targeted guidance, modeling,
and scaffolds, they can understand it. In this scenario, decoding and vocabulary pose difficulties, word accuracy
sits below the 90% threshold, and comprehension is limited. That combination signals the student benefits from
guided instruction rather than independent reading. It indicates work is needed with teacher support to build
skills and strategies. If the text were easily read with little or no support, that would be an independent level. If it
were so hard that even with instruction the student couldn’t make sense of it, that would be frustration level.
Proficient isn’t a level used in this framework.

4. How should a reader's native language be treated in miscues analysis
according to the guidelines?
A. It should not count against them.
B. It should be noted as a deficit.
C. It should be counted as a miscue.
D. It should be ignored.

In miscues analysis, the aim is to understand how a reader processes the text in English, not to judge their
language background. A reader’s native language can influence pronunciation, word choices, or how they
approach unfamiliar terms, but these differences don’t reflect a weakness in English decoding or
comprehension. Therefore, they should not count against the reader. You can note language background as
context, but it won’t reduce the reader’s score or be treated as a deficit. The focus stays on how well the reader
uses strategies to make meaning from the text and where targeted support can help, while recognizing that
bilingualism can bring transfer effects that aren’t indicative of English-reading failure.

5. Which term studies the sound system of language, including phonemes
and phonological rules?
A. Reading
B. Phonology
C. Morphology
D. Semantics

Sounds and sound patterns in language are studied by phonology. Phonology focuses on the sound system,
including the distinct sound units called phonemes and the rules that govern how those sounds can appear and
interact in speech. Phonemes are the basic building blocks that can change meaning, as in how different sounds
distinguish words. Phonological rules explain how sounds are organized—what sequences are allowed, how
sounds influence one another in context, and how they may change in different environments.  Other areas focus
on different aspects: reading concerns decoding and word recognition, morphology looks at the structure of
words and their meaningful parts, and semantics deals with meaning. Phonology is the field that specifically
handles the sound system.
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6. Which term focuses on how words are formed and how affixes modify base
meanings?
A. Morphology
B. Syntax
C. Semantics
D. Pragmatics

Morphology is the study of word structure—how words are formed from smaller units called morphemes,
including base words and affixes. It explains how adding prefixes and suffixes can change meaning or part of
speech. For example, adding the prefix re- to act gives react (to act again), attaching the suffix -ion to act gives
action (the result or process of acting), or adding -er to teach gives teacher (the person who teaches). The plural
-s changes meaning to indicate more than one. This focus is distinct from syntax (how words are arranged in
sentences), semantics (the meanings of words and sentences), and pragmatics (how language is used in social
contexts). In practice, understanding morphemes helps students decode unfamiliar words, expand vocabulary,
and support spelling and reading comprehension.

7. What is Universal Design for Learning (UDL) and its three principles?
A. A funding model for universal education.
B. A set of classroom rules promoting universal behavior.
C. A standardized test to measure universal achievement.
D. A framework to design instruction to be accessible for all students; three

principles: multiple means of engagement, representation, and
action/expression.

Universal Design for Learning is a framework for designing instruction so that it is accessible and effective for all
learners, including students with disabilities, language differences, or varied strengths and preferences. At its
core, UDL encourages providing flexible pathways so students can engage with material, understand concepts,
and demonstrate what they know in multiple ways.  Think of the three principles as different doors that open up
access to learning. First, multiple means of engagement is about motivating and sustaining effort. Offer options
to choose topics or tasks, connect learning to real-life relevance, and support self-regulation and persistence.
This helps students stay engaged even if they learn in diverse ways or encounter challenges.  Second, multiple
means of representation ensures information is accessible through different formats. Present content using a
mix of text, visuals, audio, and hands-on experiences, and clarify terms and goals in clear, student-friendly
language. This helps learners with varying recognition and language skills build understanding.  Third, multiple
means of action and expression allows students to show their understanding in different ways. Provide choices
for how to demonstrate learning—written work, oral presentations, projects, or multimedia products—and offer
supports like prompts, scaffolds, and alternative timing to fit individual strengths and needs.  Putting it together,
UDL is about designing lessons so all students have equitable access to learning opportunities. It’s not about
funding, behavior rules, or a standardized test—the focus is on structuring instruction in flexible ways that
reduce barriers and support diverse learners.
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8. Which term describes organized knowledge or memory of events, objects,
and situations that helps interpret new information?
A. Schema
B. Reading
C. Phonology
D. Graphic

Organized knowledge that helps interpret new information is called a schema. Schemas are mental frameworks
that store memories of events, objects, and situations and guide how we perceive, interpret, and remember new
experiences. For example, when you walk into a classroom, you rely on a classroom schema to expect desks, a
teacher, and a whiteboard, which helps you quickly make sense of what’s happening and remember details later.
In learning, schemas shape comprehension by linking new facts to what you already know, making it easier to
predict outcomes and organize information in memory. Teachers often activate prior knowledge to help students
build or adjust their schemas, supporting understanding and retention.  Reading is a separate skill about
decoding and understanding text; phonology is about the sound system of language; and “graphic” alone isn’t
the term for these memory structures. So the term that best fits the description is schema.

9. What is the largest sound unit within a word?
A. Syllable
B. Phoneme
C. Grapheme
D. Rime

Think about how words are broken into chunks of sound. The largest unit you can hear and separate in a word is
a syllable. A syllable centers around a vowel sound and may include one or more consonants on either side,
making it a bigger chunk than individual sounds. The smallest unit of sound is a phoneme, which is just a single
sound like /b/ or /æ/ in a word. A grapheme is a written symbol or letter that may represent one or more sounds,
so it’s not a sound unit itself. A rime is a subpart of a syllable—the portion from the vowel to the end (for
example, the “-oke” in “smoke”)—which is smaller than the full syllable. Since the syllable is the largest sound
unit you can segment a word into, it’s the correct choice.

10. Which term refers to independent writing, a quick write done by
themselves?
A. Sustained Writing
B. Guided Writing/Reading
C. Reading Conferences
D. Shared Reading

Independent writing done on their own is described as sustained writing. This term captures the idea of students
writing autonomously for a period of time, building fluency and stamina, even if the task is quick in duration. It’s
about the student producing text without ongoing teacher prompts or collaboration during the writing moment.  
The other terms involve teacher guidance or collaborative work: guided writing/reading means the teacher
provides scaffolds during writing or reading; reading conferences are one-on-one meetings about reading
progress; shared reading is a group activity where text is read aloud together with the teacher. So the best fit for
an independent, quick writing task is sustained writing.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://mtlespecialedcore186subtest1.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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