
Missouri Funeral Law
Practice Exam (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

This is a sample study guide. To access the full version with hundreds of
questions,



Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain from reliable
sources accurate, complete, and timely information about this product.

Sample study guide, visit https://missourifunerallaw.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SA
M

PLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.......................................................................................
Table of Contents 2..........................................................................
Introduction 3..................................................................................
How to Use This Guide 4..................................................................
Questions 6.......................................................................................
Answers 9.........................................................................................
Explanations 11................................................................................
Next Steps 17...................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://missourifunerallaw.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SA
M

PLE



IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Don’t worry about getting everything right, your
goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations, and take
breaks to retain information better.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning.
7. Use Other Tools

Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital
practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.
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There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly — adapt the tips above to fit your
pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What type of services can a funeral director offer under
preneed contracts?
A. Only burial services
B. Any funeral service, including direct cremation and burial
C. Only direct cremation services
D. Only transportation services

2. What documentation is essential for each body received by
a funeral home?
A. A receipt for payment
B. A death certificate only
C. A body removal authorization form
D. Funeral service contracts

3. What is the role of the Medical Examiner in cases of
unattended deaths in Missouri?
A. To perform the funeral services for the deceased
B. To investigate and determine the cause of death
C. To notify the family of the death
D. To arrange for cremation

4. If a facility lacks an embalming room, what is a potential
limitation?
A. It cannot handle arrangements for cremation
B. It must not arrange for embalming
C. It cannot provide refrigeration
D. It cannot handle basic funerals

5. How often must a funeral establishment renew its license
in Missouri?
A. Every year
B. Every two years
C. Every five years
D. Only when the establishment changes ownership
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6. What does a Type C license allow for?
A. Funeral directing only
B. Care and preparation other than embalming or cremation
C. Merchandise sales
D. Cremation services only

7. What is typically covered in continuing education for
licensed funeral directors in Missouri?
A. Funeral service history
B. Business management strategies
C. Changes in laws and regulations
D. Grief counseling techniques

8. If a funeral establishment is destroyed, how many months
may it continue operations from another licensed
establishment?
A. 2 months
B. 4 months
C. 6 months
D. 12 months

9. If a body is requested to be surrendered, what should the
funeral home consider regarding outstanding payments?
A. Payments must be completed before surrender
B. They must surrender regardless of payments
C. They can delay surrender until debts are settled
D. Surrender is at their discretion

10. Which entity oversees complaints regarding funeral
services in Missouri?
A. The Missouri Department of Health
B. The State Board of Funeral Directors and Embalmers
C. Local county commissions
D. The Federal Trade Commission
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Answers

Sample study guide, visit https://missourifunerallaw.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 9

SA
M

PLE



1. B
2. C
3. B
4. B
5. B
6. B
7. C
8. C
9. B
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What type of services can a funeral director offer under
preneed contracts?
A. Only burial services
B. Any funeral service, including direct cremation and burial
C. Only direct cremation services
D. Only transportation services

A funeral director can offer a wide range of services under preneed contracts, which
include various funeral arrangements such as direct cremation, burial services, and other
ancillary services. This flexibility allows individuals to prearrange their funeral needs
according to their personal preferences and financial considerations. Preneed contracts
are designed to provide peace of mind to individuals by ensuring their wishes are
honored, whether they choose cremation, burial, or a combination of services.   In
Missouri, preneed contracts typically encompass all aspects of funeral services, including
but not limited to, preparation of the body, use of facilities, and even specific
arrangements for memorial services. This comprehensive offering helps to alleviate the
burden on families during a difficult time by allowing them to explore and select all
necessary services in advance.

2. What documentation is essential for each body received by
a funeral home?
A. A receipt for payment
B. A death certificate only
C. A body removal authorization form
D. Funeral service contracts

The body removal authorization form is critical for each body received by a funeral home
as it serves as the legal document granting permission for the funeral home to take
custody of the deceased. This form ensures that the funeral home is acting within the law
and has the consent of the appropriate parties, typically the next of kin or another legally
designated individual.   This form typically includes important details such as the identity
of the deceased, the location from which the body is to be removed, and any specific
instructions or wishes regarding the handling of the remains. By requiring this
documentation, funeral homes protect themselves from liability issues that could arise if
the body is released without proper authorization. This process upholds ethical standards
and complies with legal requirements in the disposition of human remains.  In contrast,
while receipts for payment, death certificates, and funeral service contracts are all
important documents associated with funeral services, they either relate to financial
transactions or record-keeping after the fact rather than serving as the initial legal
authorization to handle the body.
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3. What is the role of the Medical Examiner in cases of
unattended deaths in Missouri?
A. To perform the funeral services for the deceased
B. To investigate and determine the cause of death
C. To notify the family of the death
D. To arrange for cremation

The role of the Medical Examiner in cases of unattended deaths in Missouri is primarily
to investigate and determine the cause of death. Unattended deaths, which occur without
medical supervision or in circumstances that are not immediately clear to authorities,
prompt an investigation to ascertain the circumstances and cause behind the death.   The
Medical Examiner is tasked with conducting autopsies, examining evidence, and
obtaining medical history as necessary to reach a conclusion about how the death
occurred. This function is critical not only for understanding the specific incident but
also for addressing any broader public health concerns or legal issues that may arise
from the death.   Determining the cause of death is essential for full legal compliance
and ensures that appropriate measures can be taken, such as notifying law enforcement
if foul play is suspected. It also informs the necessary parties, including health
departments and possibly the family, regarding the nature of the death.   Other options,
such as performing funeral services, notifying family members, or arranging for
cremation, fall outside the purview of the Medical Examiner's duties. While family
notification is an important part of the process, it is typically the responsibility of law
enforcement or the funeral home, not the Medical Examiner.

4. If a facility lacks an embalming room, what is a potential
limitation?
A. It cannot handle arrangements for cremation
B. It must not arrange for embalming
C. It cannot provide refrigeration
D. It cannot handle basic funerals

A facility without an embalming room faces specific limitations related to the embalming
process. The lack of dedicated space for embalming means that the facility is not set up
to perform this procedure, which is often required for certain types of funerals, especially
those where there will be a viewing or extended time before the disposition of the body. 
Arranging for embalming typically demands a designated area that meets health and
safety regulations to comply with state laws regarding the treatment of human remains.
Therefore, if the facility does not have an embalming room, it fundamentally cannot
engage in the practice of embalming, which aligns with the relevant state regulations
and industry standards for managing bodies prior to funerals or cremation.  This
limitation does not impact the ability to arrange for cremation or provide refrigeration,
as these services can often be offered independently of embalming facilities. Additionally,
a facility can still potentially handle basic funerals without embalming, as some families
may choose not to embalm for various personal or cultural reasons. However, the key
restriction lies in the inability to perform embalming itself.
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5. How often must a funeral establishment renew its license
in Missouri?
A. Every year
B. Every two years
C. Every five years
D. Only when the establishment changes ownership

A funeral establishment in Missouri is required to renew its license every two years. This
requirement ensures that the establishment maintains compliance with state regulations
and standards for operation, which can include inspections and confirmations of
continuing education for funeral directors. Licensure renewal also serves to uphold the
integrity of the profession by ensuring that funeral establishments continue to meet the
necessary health and safety standards.  The two-year renewal cycle allows regulatory
authorities to monitor changes in the industry, enforce evolving standards, and ensure
that all licensed establishments consistently provide quality service to the community.
This frequency of renewal is standard in many states, promoting accountability and
safeguarding public trust in funeral services.

6. What does a Type C license allow for?
A. Funeral directing only
B. Care and preparation other than embalming or cremation
C. Merchandise sales
D. Cremation services only

A Type C license in Missouri specifically permits individuals to engage in care and
preparation activities that do not include embalming or cremation. This may encompass
a range of services such as preparing the body for burial, cosmetic work, and presenting
the deceased for viewing without the use of embalming.   The distinction is important
because while a Type C license allows for essential aspects of funeral preparation, it
explicitly prohibits certain procedures that require more specialized training or a
different type of license, such as embalming or cremation services. Thus, holders of a
Type C license focus on custodial care and the presentation aspects of funeral services,
which are critical components of the funeral industry but fall short of the broader scope
of services that a licensed funeral director might provide.   This understanding of the
Type C license underscores its role within the regulatory framework of funeral law in
Missouri, ensuring compliance with state regulations while meeting the needs of families
during their time of grief.
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7. What is typically covered in continuing education for
licensed funeral directors in Missouri?
A. Funeral service history
B. Business management strategies
C. Changes in laws and regulations
D. Grief counseling techniques

Continuing education for licensed funeral directors in Missouri primarily focuses on
keeping professionals up to date with the evolving landscape of laws and regulations that
govern the funeral industry. This is essential because the funeral service field is subject
to various state and federal laws, regulations, and ethical standards that may change
over time. Staying informed about these changes is vital for compliance, ensuring that
practitioners are providing services that adhere to current legal requirements and
safeguarding the rights of the families they serve.  While topics such as funeral service
history, business management strategies, and grief counseling techniques are important
aspects of a funeral director's overall education and skill set, the emphasis in continuing
education is predominantly placed on new legislative updates, regulatory shifts, and best
practices within the profession. This ongoing education helps funeral directors maintain
their licenses and improve their practice in accordance with the latest standards set forth
by regulatory bodies.

8. If a funeral establishment is destroyed, how many months
may it continue operations from another licensed
establishment?
A. 2 months
B. 4 months
C. 6 months
D. 12 months

In the event that a funeral establishment is destroyed, the law permits the business to
continue operations from another licensed establishment for a period of six months. This
provision ensures that those affected by the loss of their funeral home can still provide
necessary services without a significant interruption, helping to maintain continuity and
support for families during a difficult time.   The six-month timeframe reflects a
reasonable period for the establishment to either rebuild or make other arrangements
without losing its ability to operate legally. Understanding this timeframe is crucial for
funeral professionals to ensure compliance with Missouri's regulations, and it
underscores the importance of planning for unforeseen circumstances in the funeral
industry. The other options reflect durations that are either too short or excessively long,
not aligning with the statutory requirements that exist to balance operational needs with
regulatory oversight.
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9. If a body is requested to be surrendered, what should the
funeral home consider regarding outstanding payments?
A. Payments must be completed before surrender
B. They must surrender regardless of payments
C. They can delay surrender until debts are settled
D. Surrender is at their discretion

In the context of funeral services, if a body is requested to be surrendered, the funeral
home must abide by the legal and ethical obligations governing such situations. This
generally means that the funeral home is required to surrender the body regardless of
whether outstanding payments have been made. Under Missouri law and many legal
principles in the funeral industry, the right to the body does not depend on financial
settlements.   Funeral homes cannot retain a body as a means of securing payment for
services rendered. This is rooted in the principle that once a body is in their custody, the
funeral home has a duty to treat the deceased with dignity and respect, which includes
compliance with the requests made by the family or authorized representatives.
Therefore, holding onto the body due to unpaid bills would be considered unethical and
potentially illegal.  In summary, the obligation to surrender a body stands irrespective of
outstanding payments, emphasizing the funeral home's duty to honor the family's wishes
while ensuring compliance with legal standards regarding disposition of remains.

10. Which entity oversees complaints regarding funeral
services in Missouri?
A. The Missouri Department of Health
B. The State Board of Funeral Directors and Embalmers
C. Local county commissions
D. The Federal Trade Commission

In Missouri, complaints regarding funeral services are overseen by the State Board of
Funeral Directors and Embalmers. This board has the specific authority to regulate the
practice of funeral service within the state, which includes addressing complaints from
consumers. Understanding the role of this board is essential for anyone involved in the
funeral industry, as it ensures that funeral practices adhere to the laws and ethical
standards set forth in Missouri.  The board handles licensing, investigates complaints
against funeral homes or practitioners, and ensures compliance with laws related to
funeral services. This regulatory body aims to protect the public by ensuring that funeral
service providers operate professionally and ethically.  While other entities mentioned
have overlapping responsibilities in different areas – such as the Missouri Department of
Health overseeing health-related regulations, local county commissions having
jurisdiction over community matters, and the Federal Trade Commission dealing with
federal consumer protection laws – the specific oversight of funeral service complaints
falls squarely within the State Board of Funeral Directors and Embalmers.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://missourifunerallaw.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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