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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which Annex describes how information collection activities supports the
operations described in the base order?
A. Annex A (Operations)
B. Annex B (Intelligence)
C. Annex L (Information Collection)
D. Annex D (Planning)

2. Which characterization describes Unanticipated targets?
A. Targets that are unknown or not expected to exist in the area of operations
B. Targets that are known to exist but not planned
C. Targets that require immediate response
D. Targets that are always planned

3. Which step answers which targets to engage?
A. Detect
B. Deliver
C. Assess
D. Decide

4. Which staff section is primarily responsible for intelligence preparation of
the battlefield and IPB products?
A. S3
B. G2
C. N2
D. S2

5. The targeting process weighs the benefits and costs of engaging various
targets to determine which targets, if engaged, are most likely to contribute to
achieving the desired end state. What is this concept called?
A. Targeting Process
B. Operational Planning
C. Engagement Assessment
D. Resource Allocation
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6. Which overlay consolidates vegetation, surface drainage, and other effects
into a single obstacle concept?
A. Combined Obstacle Overlay
B. Weather Impact Layer
C. Civil Overlay Map
D. Operational Environment Overlay

7. Which element is defined as a clear and concise expression of the
operation's purpose, initial key tasks, and the desired end state?
A. Commander's Intent
B. MDMP Step 1 Outputs
C. IPB Products
D. Mission Statement

8. S2 will make ______________________ to assist the S3 in designating High
Payoff Targets (HPTs)
A. Directives
B. Briefings
C. Recommendations
D. Assumptions

9. Which item is NOT part of Information Collection in IPB Step 3?
A. High Value Target List (HVTL)
B. PIR
C. Indicator
D. Information Collection Matrix (ICM)

10. Under the Deliver step, which category of decisions determines precise
delivery means, munition number and type, unit conducting the attack, and
attacking unit response time; these decisions are based on the other
category.
A. Tactical
B. Technical
C. Legal
D. Strategic
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Answers
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1. C
2. A
3. D
4. D
5. A
6. A
7. D
8. C
9. A
10. B

Sample study guide, visit https://mibolcdeter.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 9

SAMPLE



Explanations
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1. Which Annex describes how information collection activities supports the
operations described in the base order?
A. Annex A (Operations)
B. Annex B (Intelligence)
C. Annex L (Information Collection)
D. Annex D (Planning)

Information collection is the mechanism that ties intelligence support to what the force intends to do. In a base
order, the annex dedicated to information collection lays out how, when, and by whom collection activities will
occur to support the operations described. It specifies collection tasks, assets and disciplines (such as sensors,
sources, and methods), and how those activities align with the commander’s priorities and the priority
intelligence requirements. It also covers coordination with supported units, timelines, and how the collected data
will be processed and disseminated in time to influence decision-making and actions.  Other annexes address
different aspects: the Operations annex explains how the force will execute actions; the Intelligence annex
outlines the overall intelligence process and products; the Planning annex covers the process and steps used to
develop and refine the plan. The Information Collection annex is the one that directly describes how collection
activities support the described operations.

2. Which characterization describes Unanticipated targets?
A. Targets that are unknown or not expected to exist in the area of operations
B. Targets that are known to exist but not planned
C. Targets that require immediate response
D. Targets that are always planned

Unanticipated targets are unknown or not expected to exist in the area of operations. This means they weren’t
forecasted in intelligence, plans, or target lists, so they appear outside the preplanned picture. Discovering them
requires rapid recognition, assessment, and decision-making to determine if and how to engage, often leading to
quick updates to ISR and targeting processes. They aren’t simply targets that exist but aren’t planned, nor are
they necessarily the ones demanding an immediate response, and they certainly aren’t targets that were known
and always in the plan.

3. Which step answers which targets to engage?
A. Detect
B. Deliver
C. Assess
D. Decide

Decide is the step where you determine which targets to engage. After you detect potential targets and assess
their value, risk, and the constraints (like ROE and available assets), this is the moment you choose which
targets to engage and in what order. Deliver then executes the chosen engagements, and Assess evaluates the
outcomes to inform future decisions. Detect identifies targets, but does not decide which ones to engage, and
Deliver carries out the engagement.
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4. Which staff section is primarily responsible for intelligence preparation of
the battlefield and IPB products?
A. S3
B. G2
C. N2
D. S2

IPB and its products are produced by the unit’s intelligence element. This section is responsible for analyzing
terrain, weather, civilian factors, and, most importantly, the enemy—its capabilities, order of battle, likely actions,
and weaknesses. From that analysis, they generate IPB products like threat models, raster/terrain templates,
and vulnerability assessments that the rest of the staff uses for planning and decision-making.  The intelligence
section coordinates collection, fuses all-source information, and routinely updates these outputs as new data
comes in. The operations section (which handles timing and execution) uses the IPB results, but does not
primarily create them. At higher levels, such as division or corps, a G2 would fulfill this role, but within a
battalion/brigade context the S2 is the main producer of IPB.

5. The targeting process weighs the benefits and costs of engaging various
targets to determine which targets, if engaged, are most likely to contribute to
achieving the desired end state. What is this concept called?
A. Targeting Process
B. Operational Planning
C. Engagement Assessment
D. Resource Allocation

Targeting is the process of identifying, prioritizing, and selecting targets to achieve military objectives. In this
description, it weighs the benefits and costs of engaging different targets to determine which actions most likely
contribute to the desired end state. Planners consider effects, risks, and resource use, then sequence
engagements to maximize value while keeping risk acceptable. This approach is distinct from broader concepts
like operational planning (which sets objectives and coordinates actions), engagement assessment (which looks
at likely outcomes of engagements), and resource allocation (which focuses on distributing assets). The concept
described is targeting.

6. Which overlay consolidates vegetation, surface drainage, and other effects
into a single obstacle concept?
A. Combined Obstacle Overlay
B. Weather Impact Layer
C. Civil Overlay Map
D. Operational Environment Overlay

Consolidating vegetation, surface drainage, and other effects into one obstacle concept is the idea behind a
single, unified depiction that shows how terrain blocks or slows movement. The Combined Obstacle Overlay
provides this by pulling together these factors—vegetation density, water flow, slope, debris, and similar terrain
influences—into one obstacle concept. This makes it easier for engineers and maneuver planners to assess
where movement is impeded, estimate overall obstacle effectiveness, and decide where to place defenses or
route forces.  The other options describe different kinds of overlays or layers that don’t bundle obstacle-causing
factors into a single concept: a Weather Impact Layer focuses on weather effects, a Civil Overlay Map centers on
civilian infrastructure and population, and an Operational Environment Overlay covers broader environmental
elements without consolidating obstacle details.

Sample study guide, visit https://mibolcdeter.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 12

SAMPLE



7. Which element is defined as a clear and concise expression of the
operation's purpose, initial key tasks, and the desired end state?
A. Commander's Intent
B. MDMP Step 1 Outputs
C. IPB Products
D. Mission Statement

The mission statement is the concise expression that captures what the operation is trying to achieve, what
must be done first, and what success looks like. It translates the higher-level purpose into a single, actionable
description that guides planning and initial actions. This triple focus—purpose, initial key tasks, and desired end
state—is what makes the mission statement the best fit for the definition given.  Commander's Intent also
conveys purpose and the end state, but it does not specify the initial tasks that must be undertaken immediately,
leaving flexibility for subordinates. IPB products are intelligence analysis outputs, not execution-focused
directives. MDMP Step 1 Outputs relate to early planning products, but they do not encapsulate the operation’s
purpose, initial actions, and end state in a single, concise statement the way a mission statement does.

8. S2 will make ______________________ to assist the S3 in designating High
Payoff Targets (HPTs)
A. Directives
B. Briefings
C. Recommendations
D. Assumptions

The S2’s role is to translate intelligence into actionable guidance for decision-makers. In designating High
Payoff Targets, the S2 analyzes the threat, potential impact, and target value, then provides recommendations
that justify which targets should be pursued and in what order. This output directly supports the S3 in making
the final designation by offering a reasoned, prioritized set of target options, complete with rationale and risk
considerations.  Directives would be binding orders from higher authority, not the analytical input used to guide
target designation. Briefings are about presenting information, not the specific, decision-ready input to
designate targets. Assumptions are unchecked beliefs and do not provide the solid basis needed to determine
HPTs.

9. Which item is NOT part of Information Collection in IPB Step 3?
A. High Value Target List (HVTL)
B. PIR
C. Indicator
D. Information Collection Matrix (ICM)

In IPB Step 3, you’re defining what information is needed and how to gather it to support threat evaluation. The
elements used for this collection planning are the Priority Information Requirements, the Information Collection
Matrix, and indicators that cue relevant activity. The High Value Target List, by contrast, is a targeting product
that identifies enemy assets of high value for action and prioritization; it’s developed to guide targeting
decisions, not to drive information collection tasks in Step 3. So the High Value Target List isn’t part of
Information Collection in this step. The other items fit because PIRs specify what information to collect, the ICM
organizes how collection will be accomplished, and indicators provide observable cues that guide and validate
collection efforts.
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10. Under the Deliver step, which category of decisions determines precise
delivery means, munition number and type, unit conducting the attack, and
attacking unit response time; these decisions are based on the other
category.
A. Tactical
B. Technical
C. Legal
D. Strategic

In the Deliver step, translating the plan into action relies on technical decisions. This is where you lock in the
exact execution details: delivery means (which platform or method to use), munition number and type, which unit
will conduct the attack, and the attack’s requested response time. These choices turn the tactical intent—what
needs to be hit, with what effect, and when—into concrete, feasible execution given available assets, constraints,
and safety considerations. Strategic aims shape the overall purpose and resource allocation, while legal
constraints govern compliance with laws of armed conflict, but the precise execution parameters come from the
technical level.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://mibolcdeter.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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