
METAR Terminal
Aerodrome Forecasts (TAF)
Practice Test (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:
https://metartaf.examzify.com



Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://metartaf.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SA
M

PLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.......................................................................................
Table of Contents 2..........................................................................
Introduction 3..................................................................................
How to Use This Guide 4..................................................................
Questions 5.......................................................................................
Answers 8.........................................................................................
Explanations 10................................................................................
Next Steps 16...................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://metartaf.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SA
M

PLE



IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What kind of information can pilots derive from a TAF?
A. Only temperature readings
B. Projections about weather phenomena
C. Exact hourly weather conditions
D. Historical weather trends

2. What is the purpose of including wind observations in the
METAR remarks section?
A. To provide clarity on wind simulation
B. To note gusty conditions in low visibility
C. To indicate significant wind changes
D. To assess temperature influences

3. Which TAF abbreviation represents heavy rain?
A. RA
B. SH
C. HR
D. SR

4. When visibility is reported as 10SM, what does this
indicate?
A. Visibility is under 10 statute miles
B. Visibility is exactly 10 statute miles
C. Visibility is above 10 statute miles
D. Visibility is under 10 nautical miles

5. If an airport operates on a part-time basis, what will be
indicated in place of forecast text when the airport is closed?
A. NIL
B. OFF
C. CLOSED
D. STOP
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6. What does the abbreviation "CLR" signify in TAF reports?
A. Clear skies
B. Cloudy conditions
C. Cloud Layer Reports
D. Cloudy with lightning risks

7. What is the purpose of using abbreviations in a TAF?
A. To simplify communication
B. To confuse pilots
C. To increase report length
D. To eliminate all details

8. If overcast conditions at 2,500 feet will shift to scattered
conditions at 1,400 feet, how would this be documented?
A. OVC025 BECMG 1512/1515 SCT014
B. SCT025 BECMG 1512/1515 OVC014
C. OVC025 BECMG 1200/1500 SCT014
D. OVC025 BECMG 1512/1515 BKN014

9. How many hours can a TAF be extended for special
situations like a "TAF Amendment"?
A. 6 hours
B. 12 hours
C. 18 hours
D. 24 hours

10. When is a SPECI issued?
A. When conditions remain stable
B. When conditions significantly change
C. At regular time intervals
D. When meteorological equipment fails
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Answers

Sample study guide, visit https://metartaf.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 8

SA
M

PLE



1. B
2. C
3. C
4. B
5. A
6. A
7. A
8. A
9. B
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What kind of information can pilots derive from a TAF?
A. Only temperature readings
B. Projections about weather phenomena
C. Exact hourly weather conditions
D. Historical weather trends

The most relevant information that pilots can derive from a Terminal Aerodrome
Forecast (TAF) is projections about weather phenomena. TAFs provide essential forecasts
that cover expected weather conditions over a specified period, typically 24 to 30 hours
for airports, with specific attention to wind speed and direction, visibility, weather
phenomena such as rain or snow, and significant changes in conditions.  Unlike
temperature readings, which are typically presented in other reports like METARs, TAFs
focus on overall weather patterns rather than providing exact hourly weather conditions
or historical trends. The emphasis on forecasted phenomena helps pilots make informed
decisions regarding flight planning, take-offs, and landings by understanding what
weather conditions to expect.  In summary, TAFs equip pilots with forecasts about the
evolving weather situation they can expect at an airport, enabling them to adequately
prepare for their flight.

2. What is the purpose of including wind observations in the
METAR remarks section?
A. To provide clarity on wind simulation
B. To note gusty conditions in low visibility
C. To indicate significant wind changes
D. To assess temperature influences

The inclusion of wind observations in the remarks section of a METAR report serves to
indicate significant changes in wind conditions. This is important for pilots and air traffic
controllers who rely on accurate and timely weather information for flight safety and
operational planning. Significant wind changes can affect aircraft performance,
particularly during takeoff, landing, and in-flight operations. For example, a sudden
increase in wind speed or a shift in wind direction can create challenges in maintaining
control during these critical phases of flight.  While other choices touch on relevant
weather phenomena, they do not specifically address the primary reason for noting wind
observations in the remarks section. The clarity on wind simulation, gusty conditions
under low visibility, and temperature influences may be relevant in certain contexts but
are not the key rationale for this aspect of the METAR report. Thus, recognizing
significant wind changes is essential for pilots and operational personnel to ensure safe
navigation and preparedness for any potential impact on flight operations.
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3. Which TAF abbreviation represents heavy rain?
A. RA
B. SH
C. HR
D. SR

The abbreviation that represents heavy rain in TAF (Terminal Aerodrome Forecasts) is
actually "RA." The code "RA" specifically indicates rain, and when it is used in the context
of TAFs to denote significant precipitation, it is understood that heavy rain might be
expected.   The other abbreviations have distinct meanings: "SH" signifies showers,
which may not always indicate heavy rain, as showers can be light to moderate. "HR" is
not an official meteorological abbreviation widely recognized within the TAF or METAR
context for heavy rain; rather, it typically could mislead or confuse as it's not
standardized. "SR" is used for snow, denoting snow conditions rather than rainfall.  
Understanding these abbreviations is crucial for interpreting terminal aerodrome
forecasts accurately, as they play a vital role in aviation safety and planning.

4. When visibility is reported as 10SM, what does this
indicate?
A. Visibility is under 10 statute miles
B. Visibility is exactly 10 statute miles
C. Visibility is above 10 statute miles
D. Visibility is under 10 nautical miles

When visibility is reported as 10 statute miles (SM), it indicates that visibility is exactly
10 statute miles. In aviation meteorology, visibility is an important parameter for safe
aircraft operations, and a report of 10SM clearly conveys that pilots can expect visibility
to be at that specific distance.  The use of "10SM" communicates that pilots should
anticipate conditions where they can see up to 10 statute miles. This information is vital
for various operational aspects such as takeoff and landing procedures, as well as overall
flight safety. Understanding that it reflects an exact figure rather than a range helps
pilots make informed decisions about their approach and navigation.  In contrast, the
other choices suggest variations of visibility that do not align with the standard
interpretation of a visibility report. For example, saying visibility is under or above 10
statute miles introduces uncertainty, which is not reflected in a precise report of 10SM.
Similarly, mentioning nautical miles would imply a different measurement system, which
is not applicable in this context since the report uses statute miles as its unit.
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5. If an airport operates on a part-time basis, what will be
indicated in place of forecast text when the airport is closed?
A. NIL
B. OFF
C. CLOSED
D. STOP

When an airport operates on a part-time basis and is closed during a portion of the
forecast period, the appropriate indication in place of the forecast text is "NIL." This
term specifically signifies that there are no forecast conditions for that particular time
frame, meaning that there will be no aviation activities due to the airport being closed.  
The use of "NIL" is well-established in aviation communication, particularly in METAR
and TAF reports, as it provides clear information that no forecast is applicable at that
moment. This prevents misunderstandings among pilots and air traffic controllers
regarding the usable status of the airport.   While other terms may seem plausible, they
do not convey the same established meaning in aviation contexts. "OFF," "CLOSED," or
"STOP" do not have standardized meanings in TAF reporting. In fact, they could create
ambiguity or confusion rather than the clarity that "NIL" provides, underscoring the
importance of using correct and recognized terminology within aviation.

6. What does the abbreviation "CLR" signify in TAF reports?
A. Clear skies
B. Cloudy conditions
C. Cloud Layer Reports
D. Cloudy with lightning risks

The abbreviation "CLR" in Terminal Aerodrome Forecasts (TAF) reports signifies "Clear
skies." This term is used to indicate that there are no significant clouds present at a
particular altitude, making visibility optimal for flight operations. In meteorological
reports, clear skies imply that pilots and air traffic controllers can expect good weather
conditions without obscured views or potential weather-related impacts on flying.  Other
choices do not correctly define what "CLR" represents in TAF reports. For instance,
"Cloudy conditions" would instead indicate sky cover, while "Cloud Layer Reports" and
"Cloudy with lightning risks" misinterpret the abbreviation's meaning by introducing
elements that are not relevant to the ‘CLR’ description. Understanding these definitions
is crucial when interpreting TAF reports, as they inform flight planning and safety.
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7. What is the purpose of using abbreviations in a TAF?
A. To simplify communication
B. To confuse pilots
C. To increase report length
D. To eliminate all details

Using abbreviations in a TAF serves the primary purpose of simplifying communication.
Aviation relies heavily on concise and standardized language to ensure clarity and
efficiency, especially in time-sensitive situations. These abbreviations allow forecasters to
convey essential meteorological information quickly, which is crucial for pilots who need
to interpret the data rapidly while also focusing on other aspects of their flight
operations.  Incorporating standardized abbreviations reduces the length and complexity
of the reports without compromising vital information. This is particularly important in
aviation, where every second counts and misunderstandings can lead to safety risks. The
use of such shorthand aids in enhancing the overall effectiveness of the communication
process, making it easier for pilots to understand and utilize the forecasts for safe
decision-making.  The other options are not aligned with the principles of aviation
communication. Confusing pilots, increasing report length, or eliminating details would
detract from the efficiency and safety goals that the use of abbreviations aims to achieve.

8. If overcast conditions at 2,500 feet will shift to scattered
conditions at 1,400 feet, how would this be documented?
A. OVC025 BECMG 1512/1515 SCT014
B. SCT025 BECMG 1512/1515 OVC014
C. OVC025 BECMG 1200/1500 SCT014
D. OVC025 BECMG 1512/1515 BKN014

The correct documentation for the change in cloud cover from overcast conditions at
2,500 feet to scattered conditions at 1,400 feet is accurately represented in the first
option. The format used reflects both the initial and expected cloud conditions as well as
the associated altitudes.  The abbreviation "OVC" signifies overcast conditions at 2,500
feet, which is precisely indicated by the height "025" (indicating 2,500 feet). The phrase
"BECMG" ("becoming") is used to show that there will be a change in conditions over a
specified period. In this case, the transition to "SCT014" clearly indicates that conditions
will shift to scattered clouds at 1,400 feet.  Additionally, the time frame "1512/1515"
provides details about when the changes are expected to occur—between the 12th hour
and 15th hour of the month, aligning with standard TAF time notation.  This structured
approach ensures that meteorologists and aviators can easily interpret the forecast,
facilitating safer flight operations. Such clarity in documentation is critical in aviation,
especially when cloud cover can significantly impact takeoffs, landings, and in-flight
navigation.
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9. How many hours can a TAF be extended for special
situations like a "TAF Amendment"?
A. 6 hours
B. 12 hours
C. 18 hours
D. 24 hours

A Terminal Aerodrome Forecast (TAF) is generally issued for a standard period of 24
hours, but in special situations, such as a TAF Amendment, it can be extended.
Specifically, when significant changes in weather conditions occur that warrant a
revision to the forecast, the TAF can be amended to extend up to 12 hours from the
original valid period. This allows for updated information to be communicated, ensuring
pilots and aviation personnel have the most accurate and timely weather forecasts for
flight planning. This important aspect helps to maintain safety and operational efficiency
in aviation.

10. When is a SPECI issued?
A. When conditions remain stable
B. When conditions significantly change
C. At regular time intervals
D. When meteorological equipment fails

A SPECI, or significant meteorological report, is issued when there is a significant
change in environmental conditions that are impactful enough to warrant an update to
the prevailing weather information. These changes can include alterations in visibility,
wind, weather phenomena, or significant variations in atmospheric pressure. SPECI
reports ensure that pilots, ground personnel, and aviation enthusiasts have the most
current information which is critical for safe operations, particularly in rapidly changing
weather scenarios. Such reporting helps in maintaining a high level of safety and
preparedness in aviation.  The other options do not accurately describe the
circumstances surrounding a SPECI issuance. Regular intervals typically characterize
routine METAR updates, while meteorological equipment failures may lead to different
types of notices or alerts, not specifically a SPECI. Moreover, the issuance does not
pertain to stable conditions; rather, it responds explicitly to significant changes in
weather that require immediate communication.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://metartaf.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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