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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What type of vessel is primarily used to support diving operations?
A. Heavy Lift Ships
B. Voith Schneider
C. Dive Support Vessels
D. Accommodation Vessels

2. What are the three types of ship registries?
A. Closed, Open, Mixed
B. Open, Closed, Hybrid
C. Closed, International, Hybrid
D. Open, Hybrid, Domestic

3. Who oversees compliance with U.S. cargo preference laws?
A. Classification Society
B. MARAD
C. U.S. Coast Guard
D. Environmental Protection Agency

4. What is the main focus of the Cargo Preference Act?
A. To require U.S. ships to transport certain cargoes
B. To promote international shipping routes
C. To manage tariffs on imports
D. To regulate shipping insurance

5. What type of shipping container has flaps that can open on the top?
A. Hard Top Van
B. Open Top Container
C. Tank Container
D. Ventilated Container

6. What is another name for the Merchant Mariner Act of 1920?
A. Jones Act
B. Admiralty Law
C. Seafarers Act
D. Protectionist Shipping Act
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7. What do Seismic Survey Vessels primarily do?
A. Transport crude oil from deep waters
B. Create maps of ocean floors
C. Set up anchors for drilling
D. Supply equipment to oil rigs

8. What characterizes a liner in maritime shipping?
A. Operates on an irregular basis
B. Runs on schedule with consistent cargo and ports
C. Specializes in exclusively bulk cargo
D. Offers only passenger services

9. What does the term "Oceans License" refer to?
A. Waters within the Great Lakes
B. Waters of inland rivers
C. Waters seaward of the boundary lines of the United States
D. Coastal waters extending no more than 50 miles offshore

10. Which term describes cargo that is both unitized and processed, such as
lumber?
A. Break Bulk
B. Neo Bulk
C. OBO
D. Crude Cargo
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Answers
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1. C
2. B
3. B
4. A
5. B
6. A
7. B
8. B
9. C
10. B
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Explanations

Sample study guide, visit https://merchantmarinerfund.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 10

SAMPLE



1. What type of vessel is primarily used to support diving operations?
A. Heavy Lift Ships
B. Voith Schneider
C. Dive Support Vessels
D. Accommodation Vessels

Dive Support Vessels are specifically designed to support underwater diving operations, providing the essential
facilities and equipment necessary for divers to conduct their tasks safely and efficiently. These vessels are
equipped with specialized diving systems, such as saturation diving equipment, decompression chambers, and
often have dynamic positioning systems to maintain their position in relation to underwater work sites.  The
design of Dive Support Vessels incorporates features that enhance the safety and support for divers, such as a
moon pool for easy access to the water and large deck spaces for equipment staging. These vessels play a
crucial role in offshore activities, such as underwater construction, inspection, and maintenance, emphasizing
their primary purpose in diving operations.  In contrast, other types of vessels mentioned, such as Heavy Lift
Ships and Accommodation Vessels, serve different functions. Heavy Lift Ships are designed for transporting
large and heavy cargo, while Accommodation Vessels provide temporary living quarters for personnel working
offshore but do not specifically focus on diving operations. Voith Schneider vessels utilize a specific propulsion
system for maneuverability and are not particularly focused on supporting diving activities.   Therefore, the
selection of Dive Support Vessels highlights their critical role in facilitating the complex demands of underwater
diving work, making them the correct choice in this context.

2. What are the three types of ship registries?
A. Closed, Open, Mixed
B. Open, Closed, Hybrid
C. Closed, International, Hybrid
D. Open, Hybrid, Domestic

The three types of ship registries are classified as Open, Closed, and Hybrid.   Open registries allow vessels to be
registered by owners who are not citizens of the flag state. This type of registry is appealing to shipowners
seeking lower taxes, fewer regulations, and more operational flexibility. Countries with open registries typically
offer competitive advantages to foreign shipowners, which can lead to increased vessel registration.  Closed
registries, on the other hand, require that ships are owned by individuals or corporations that are citizens or legal
residents of the flag state. This type emphasizes national control over maritime operations and often comes with
stricter regulatory and safety compliance guidelines.  Hybrid registries combine elements of both open and
closed registries, allowing for a mixture of national and foreign ownership under certain conditions. This
approach aims to balance the benefits of international investment with a level of regulation that still preserves
national interests.  Understanding these types helps in navigation and compliance with maritime laws, as
choices regarding registry can impact operational costs, legal obligations, and the overall business strategy of
shipping companies.   The other options either misname the registries or do not accurately reflect the commonly
recognized classifications of ship registries.
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3. Who oversees compliance with U.S. cargo preference laws?
A. Classification Society
B. MARAD
C. U.S. Coast Guard
D. Environmental Protection Agency

The oversight of compliance with U.S. cargo preference laws is primarily the responsibility of the Maritime
Administration (MARAD). This federal agency, part of the U.S. Department of Transportation, is tasked with
ensuring that cargo preference laws are implemented effectively. These laws require that a certain percentage of
U.S. government-impelled cargo be transported on U.S.-flag vessels, thereby promoting the use of American
shipping services and maintaining a viable merchant marine industry. MARAD’s role includes monitoring
compliance, providing guidelines, and reporting on the effectiveness of these laws.  The other entities
mentioned, such as the Classification Society, the U.S. Coast Guard, and the Environmental Protection Agency,
have distinct responsibilities that do not directly involve the enforcement of cargo preference laws.
Classification Societies focus on the safety and standards of ship construction and operation, the Coast Guard
oversees maritime safety, law enforcement, and environmental protection, while the Environmental Protection
Agency deals primarily with environmental regulations and protection, not specifically with maritime cargo
policies.

4. What is the main focus of the Cargo Preference Act?
A. To require U.S. ships to transport certain cargoes
B. To promote international shipping routes
C. To manage tariffs on imports
D. To regulate shipping insurance

The main focus of the Cargo Preference Act is to require U.S. ships to transport certain cargoes. This legislation
was established to promote and protect the U.S. maritime industry by ensuring that a percentage of
government-impelled cargoes are carried on U.S.-flagged vessels. By mandating that these cargoes be moved
on U.S. ships, the Act aims to support the domestic shipping industry, contributing to job preservation and
economic stability within the maritime sector. This requirement helps maintain a fleet capable of supporting
national defense and commerce, ensuring that the U.S. has the resources to respond to various economic and
security needs.   Other options, while related to aspects of shipping, do not pertain to the core purpose of the
Cargo Preference Act. For example, promoting international shipping routes, managing tariffs, or regulating
shipping insurance are distinct areas of maritime economics and law, but none align directly with the Act's
specific intent to preference U.S. shipping for government cargoes.
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5. What type of shipping container has flaps that can open on the top?
A. Hard Top Van
B. Open Top Container
C. Tank Container
D. Ventilated Container

The correct type of shipping container with flaps that can open on the top is the open top container. This design
allows for easy loading and unloading of cargo that is too tall to fit inside a standard container or requires
loading with cranes or other equipment from the top. Open top containers are particularly useful for transporting
heavy machinery or industrial equipment.  The other types of containers have specific features that differentiate
them from open top containers. For instance, a hard top van features a rigid, fixed top that does not open,
making it suitable for general cargo but not for tall items. Tank containers are specifically designed for
transporting liquids and have a cylindrical shape without a top opening. Ventilated containers have openings for
airflow, primarily used for transporting perishable goods, but they do not have a top that opens. Understanding
these distinctions is key to knowing when to use each container type based on the cargo being shipped.

6. What is another name for the Merchant Mariner Act of 1920?
A. Jones Act
B. Admiralty Law
C. Seafarers Act
D. Protectionist Shipping Act

The correct answer is the Jones Act. The Merchant Mariner Act of 1920, commonly referred to as the Jones Act,
is a significant piece of legislation that governs maritime commerce in U.S. waters and between U.S. ports. This
law was enacted to promote and protect the American shipping industry by requiring that all goods transported
by water between U.S. ports be carried on ships that are built, owned, and operated by U.S. citizens or permanent
residents.  The Act plays a crucial role in ensuring the stability and security of the domestic maritime industry,
including the protection of jobs for American seafarers. By enforcing these regulations, the Jones Act helps
maintain a reliable shipping network that is vital for national defense and economic interests.  Other terms and
names, such as Admiralty Law or Seafarers Act, do pertain to maritime topics but do not specifically refer to the
Merchant Mariner Act of 1920. Admiralty Law generally refers to the body of law governing maritime questions
and offenses, encompassing a broader range of legal principles. The Seafarers Act might imply legislation that
relates to seafarers but is not a recognized name for the 1920 Act. Similarly, Protectionist Shipping Act does not
have a formal recognition as a
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7. What do Seismic Survey Vessels primarily do?
A. Transport crude oil from deep waters
B. Create maps of ocean floors
C. Set up anchors for drilling
D. Supply equipment to oil rigs

Seismic survey vessels primarily create maps of ocean floors by using sonar and seismic reflection techniques.
These vessels are equipped with sophisticated technology that emits sound waves into the water and measures
how those waves reflect off the seabed and subsurface geological formations. The resulting data helps
geologists and oceanographers understand the geological structure beneath the ocean floor, which is crucial for
locating oil and gas reserves, assessing marine habitats, and conducting geological research.   The other
activities listed are related to the oil and gas industry but are not the primary function of seismic survey vessels.
Transporting crude oil, setting up anchors for drilling, and supplying equipment to oil rigs are distinct operations
typically carried out by different types of vessels specifically designed for those purposes. Seismic survey
vessels focus on exploration and mapping rather than the logistical or extraction tasks associated with oil
production.

8. What characterizes a liner in maritime shipping?
A. Operates on an irregular basis
B. Runs on schedule with consistent cargo and ports
C. Specializes in exclusively bulk cargo
D. Offers only passenger services

A liner in maritime shipping is characterized by operating on a regular schedule with predetermined routes and
consistent ports of call. This means that a liner service is designed to provide reliability and predictability, often
catering to both cargo and passenger transportation needs. The scheduled nature allows shippers to plan
logistics effectively, knowing when to expect vessels at different ports.  Unlike irregular operators that may
change their routes or schedules based on demand or other factors, liners adhere to fixed itineraries. This
predictability is crucial for businesses that rely on timely deliveries and shipping schedules. Liners often carry a
mix of cargo types, but the emphasis is on maintaining a structured service, which is why option B accurately
defines their operation.   The other options describe characteristics that do not align with the definition of a liner,
such as operating irregularly or specializing exclusively in certain types of cargo or passenger services.
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9. What does the term "Oceans License" refer to?
A. Waters within the Great Lakes
B. Waters of inland rivers
C. Waters seaward of the boundary lines of the United States
D. Coastal waters extending no more than 50 miles offshore

The term "Oceans License" specifically refers to the waters seaward of the boundary lines of the United States.
This licensing allows mariners to operate vessels in open ocean waters, encompassing a vast area beyond the
coastal limits defined by national borders.   Having an Oceans License signifies that the mariner is qualified to
navigate and manage vessels in these expansive maritime regions, which involve different regulatory
requirements and navigational challenges compared to operating in more confined waters. It reflects a level of
training and competence that is essential for safe and effective maritime operations in deep water environments.
The other options describe waters that are either inland or nearshore, which fall under different licensing and
operational criteria, thus not meeting the definition associated with an Oceans License. Waters within the Great
Lakes and along inland rivers are typically governed by distinct rules and do not require the same level of
maritime navigation expertise that is necessary for the vast and often unpredictable oceans. Coastal waters
extending no more than 50 miles offshore would likewise not qualify as open ocean, as they are closer to the
shore and generally fall under different licensing provisions.

10. Which term describes cargo that is both unitized and processed, such as
lumber?
A. Break Bulk
B. Neo Bulk
C. OBO
D. Crude Cargo

The term that describes cargo that is both unitized and processed, such as lumber, is neo bulk. Neo bulk cargo
refers to products that are handled in a way that combines features of both bulk and break-bulk cargo. These
items are often large or heavy but do not require the full bulk handling system. Instead, they are typically
packaged in units or bundles, which allows for more efficient transportation and handling.   This categorization
is particularly relevant for cargo like lumber, which is cut, processed, and bundled into units for shipment. Unlike
raw bulk cargo, neo bulk goods have a specific form and packaging that facilitates easier loading, unloading, and
transport.  Break bulk refers to cargo that is loaded individually and not in containers, while OBO (Oil, Bulk, Ore)
ships are designed to carry different types of cargo, including bulk liquids and dry bulk. Crude cargo refers
specifically to unrefined petroleum, further distinguishing it from processed materials like lumber.
Understanding these distinctions helps mariners and logistics professionals handle various types of cargo
accurately during transport.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://merchantmarinerfund.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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