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IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What term describes the growth of commercial centers into
large cities?
A. Big Cities
B. Market Towns
C. Rural Villages
D. Harbor Towns

2. What was the function of "flying money" in Song
commerce?
A. An early form of credit-based paper money used by

merchants for long-distance trade
B. A state-issued coinage used for taxation
C. A system of merchant tokens backed by gold
D. A bank loan program limited to government merchants

3. Which concept expresses the belief that Heaven approves a
dynasty's right to rule?
A. Imperial Dynasties
B. Mandate of Heaven
C. Confucius
D. Han Dynasty Decline

4. What term best describes moving goods through rivers and
canals?
A. Water Transportation
B. Sea Transport
C. Air Freight
D. Land Transport

5. Which animals were commonly used for pulling plows and
harrows in flooded rice fields?
A. Oxen
B. Water Buffaloes
C. Horses
D. Donkeys
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6. How did Song use gunpowder to alter warfare?
A. It was used only for fireworks
B. It had no significant military use
C. It was used in bombs, rockets, and incendiaries, changing

siege and battlefield tactics
D. It replaced archers on the battlefield

7. What was the function of the tributary system in Tang and
Song diplomacy with neighboring states?
A. It established equal-state diplomacy with mutual trade

rights.
B. It was a military alliance system to invade northern frontier.
C. It created a religious exchange where Tibetans led kingdoms.
D. Neighboring states acknowledged Chinese supremacy in

exchange for trade privileges and status.

8. Which item was invented in China using woodblock
printing and became a common leisure activity?
A. Mechanical clock
B. Paper money
C. Inoculation
D. Game cards

9. Which book chronicles the travels and service of a
13th-century merchant in Asia?
A. The Travels of Marco Polo
B. The Travels of Zheng He
C. The Silk Road Chronicles
D. Marco Polo: A Life in Asia

10. Which invention is an accurate timekeeping device
featuring a rotating wheel?
A. Paper money
B. Mechanical clock
C. Silk Road
D. Camel Caravans

Sample study guide, visit https://medievalchina.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 7

SA
M

PLE



Answers
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1. A
2. C
3. B
4. A
5. B
6. C
7. D
8. D
9. C
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What term describes the growth of commercial centers into
large cities?
A. Big Cities
B. Market Towns
C. Rural Villages
D. Harbor Towns

The main idea being tested is urbanization—the way commercial activity and population
concentrate to form larger, more complex urban centers. In medieval economies,
bustling markets attract merchants, artisans, officials, and residents, so a place built
around trade expands beyond its initial boundaries. Over time, streets grow, services and
institutions multiply, and the settlement coalesces into a large, dense urban center. That
end result is captured by the term Big Cities, which describes the growth into sizeable
urban hubs.  The other options point to kinds of places rather than the process or
outcome of growth. Market Towns are smaller settlements organized around a market,
Rural Villages are non-urban and scattered in the countryside, and Harbor Towns
emphasize location by the water rather than city scale.

2. What was the function of "flying money" in Song
commerce?
A. An early form of credit-based paper money used by

merchants for long-distance trade
B. A state-issued coinage used for taxation
C. A system of merchant tokens backed by gold
D. A bank loan program limited to government merchants

Flying money describes an early form of credit-based paper money that merchants used
to move value across long distances without lugging heavy coins. In practice, a trader
would leave coins with a trusted broker in one city and receive a transferable note—flying
money—that could be cashed for coin in another city. This created a network of credit
that circulated with commerce, allowing far-flung markets to settle payments more
efficiently. It isn’t about state-issued coinage for taxation, nor a system of gold-backed
merchant tokens, nor a bank loan program limited to government merchants. The main
idea is using paper-based credit to facilitate long-distance trade, laying groundwork for
later government-backed paper money.

Sample study guide, visit https://medievalchina.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 11

SA
M

PLE



3. Which concept expresses the belief that Heaven approves a
dynasty's right to rule?
A. Imperial Dynasties
B. Mandate of Heaven
C. Confucius
D. Han Dynasty Decline

The concept tested is the belief that Heaven grants legitimacy to a ruler. This idea,
known as the Mandate of Heaven, holds that a dynasty rules with Heaven’s approval only
while it governs justly and maintains order. When a ruler becomes corrupt or disastrous
events unfold—famine, disasters, rebellion—Heaven is thought to withdraw its mandate,
justifying the rise of a new dynasty. This framework explains why dynasties rise and fall
in a patterned way and gave rulers a divine justification for replacing previous regimes. 
Why the other choices don’t fit: Imperial Dynasties refers to the groups of rulers
themselves, not a belief about Heaven’s approval. Confucius is the philosopher whose
ideas influenced governance and ethics, not the name of this concept. Han Dynasty
Decline points to a specific historical event, not to a belief about divine right to rule.

4. What term best describes moving goods through rivers and
canals?
A. Water Transportation
B. Sea Transport
C. Air Freight
D. Land Transport

The main concept is how goods move using waterways, which is water transportation.
This term covers moving cargo along rivers and canals, not just open seas. In medieval
China, inland water routes like the Grand Canal illustrate how effectively goods could be
moved over long distances using rivers and canals. Sea transport refers to seas and
oceans, air freight is by air, and land transport uses roads or rails. So water
transportation is the best fit for moving goods through rivers and canals.

5. Which animals were commonly used for pulling plows and
harrows in flooded rice fields?
A. Oxen
B. Water Buffaloes
C. Horses
D. Donkeys

Water buffaloes are ideal for work in flooded rice fields because their bodies and feet are
adapted to soft, waterlogged ground. Their broad, flat hooves distribute weight and
prevent sinking in mud, and they can move and pull heavy implements like plows and
harrows while wading through standing water. They’re strong, hardy, and trainable in
paddies, making them the preferred choice in many rice-growing regions.  Oxen work
well in dry, compact soils but sink more readily in mud; horses and donkeys are less
powerful and less comfortable in deep, watery fields, so they’re not as commonly used for
this specific task.
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6. How did Song use gunpowder to alter warfare?
A. It was used only for fireworks
B. It had no significant military use
C. It was used in bombs, rockets, and incendiaries, changing

siege and battlefield tactics
D. It replaced archers on the battlefield

Gunpowder changed warfare by giving armies explosive devices that could strike targets
from a distance, altering both sieges and open-field fighting. In the Song era, gunpowder
was developed into practical weapons: bombs that could be hurled at or over
fortifications, rockets that delivered projectiles or incendiaries along columns of troops
or ships, and incendiary devices used to set structures and fleets ablaze. Because these
weapons could breach walls, start fires, and strike at troops from range, siege tactics
shifted from primarily grappling and ladders to sustained bombardment and rapid
pressure on defenses. On the battlefield, rocket volleys and incendiaries disrupted
formations, degraded morale, and forced opponents to reorganize around new threats.
Naval warfare benefited too, with incendiaries and rockets used to burn enemy ships.
These innovations didn’t replace archers or reduce their importance; instead, gunpowder
expanded the toolbox, reshaping how battles were fought and how fortifications were
defended.

7. What was the function of the tributary system in Tang and
Song diplomacy with neighboring states?
A. It established equal-state diplomacy with mutual trade

rights.
B. It was a military alliance system to invade northern frontier.
C. It created a religious exchange where Tibetans led kingdoms.
D. Neighboring states acknowledged Chinese supremacy in

exchange for trade privileges and status.
The function is to place China at the center of a regional order by having neighboring
states acknowledge Chinese supremacy in return for practical benefits. In this system,
groups sent tribute missions and performed ceremonies for the emperor, signaling their
recognition of Chinese authority. In exchange, they received formal legitimacy, titles,
gifts, and crucially access to trade and favorable commercial privileges, which helped
integrate regional economies and reduce border conflict. So, neighboring states accepted
China’s preeminent status to gain trade rights and prestige within a Chinese-led world
order. This differs from equal-state diplomacy, a militarized alliance aimed at conquest,
or a purely religious exchange, which the tributary system was not.
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8. Which item was invented in China using woodblock
printing and became a common leisure activity?
A. Mechanical clock
B. Paper money
C. Inoculation
D. Game cards

Playing cards show how woodblock printing could turn a simple idea into a widespread
pastime. Woodblock printing made it cheap and easy to reproduce images and text, so
decks of cards could be produced in larger quantities and shared widely. In China, this
combination—printing tech plus a game-based activity—led to the creation and popular
adoption of playing cards as a leisure pastime. The other items, while important Chinese
inventions, aren’t tied to being printed via woodblocks for a game or pastime: a
mechanical clock is about measuring time, paper money is an economic tool, and
inoculation is a medical practice. So the item that fits both the printing method and the
leisure use is game cards.

9. Which book chronicles the travels and service of a
13th-century merchant in Asia?
A. The Travels of Marco Polo
B. The Travels of Zheng He
C. The Silk Road Chronicles
D. Marco Polo: A Life in Asia

Think about a travel narrative written by a medieval merchant who actually traveled
across Asia. The Travels of Marco Polo is the classic account of Marco Polo, a Venetian
merchant who journeys along the Silk Road to the Mongol Empire and serves at Kublai
Khan’s court, then describes what he saw and experienced. This makes it the best match
for a 13th-century merchant’s travels and his service in Asia.  The other titles don’t fit as
well. Zheng He was a 15th-century admiral, not a merchant, and his voyages come from a
different historical context. A generic-sounding "Silk Road Chronicles" isn’t a standard
historical work associated with Marco Polo. A modern biography like "Marco Polo: A Life
in Asia" would be written long after his time and wouldn’t be the original travel account.

10. Which invention is an accurate timekeeping device
featuring a rotating wheel?
A. Paper money
B. Mechanical clock
C. Silk Road
D. Camel Caravans

Identifying a timekeeping device that uses gears and a rotating wheel is the key idea. A
rotating wheel is central to mechanical clocks, where gear trains and an escapement
regulate the release of energy so the hands move at a steady rate. In medieval China,
innovations like Su Song's clock tower used a water-driven mechanism to turn a wheel
with gears, producing regular time signals and even automated features. The other
options describe currency, a trade route, and transport—not devices for measuring time.
So the mechanical clock is the correct choice.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://medievalchina.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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