
MDARD Michigan Core
Pesticide Applicator
Practice Exam (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:
https://mdard-michigancorepesticideapplicator.examzify.com



Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://mdard-michigancorepesticideapplicator.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SA
M

PLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.......................................................................................
Table of Contents 2..........................................................................
Introduction 3..................................................................................
How to Use This Guide 4..................................................................
Questions 5.......................................................................................
Answers 8.........................................................................................
Explanations 10................................................................................
Next Steps 16...................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://mdard-michigancorepesticideapplicator.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SA
M

PLE



IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Using barriers to prevent pests from getting into an area is
an example of which type of pesticide management method?
A. Biological
B. Mechanical
C. Cultural
D. Regulatory

2. How many pesticides are anticipated to require a pesticide
state management plan (PSMP)?
A. Two
B. Five
C. Eight
D. Twelve

3. In case of a pesticide fire, which of the following actions
should NOT be taken?
A. Evacuate premises to designated rendezvous point
B. Notify fire department
C. Provide emergency responders with labels and SDSs
D. Attempt to extinguish the fire prior to evacuation

4. Which formulation must be mixed with water and breaks
apart into fine powder upon mixing?
A. Wettable powders
B. Soluble powders
C. Water-dispersible granules
D. Granular formulations

5. What is the best time to apply insecticides to protect bees
from injury?
A. In the morning when flowers are closed
B. During the flowering stage
C. In the evening or at night
D. Midday when temperatures are highest
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6. According to Regulation 637, what is the minimum amount
of PPE required for commercial applicators?
A. Long-sleeved shirt, long pants, gloves, goggles
B. Short-sleeved shirt, shorts, sandals
C. Long-sleeved shirt, long pants, protective footwear, and

gloves
D. Tank top, jeans, and gloves

7. Which statement about pesticide storage facilities is true?
A. A ventilation system may reduce noxious vapors by venting

air into an adjoining room
B. Carefully consider the terrain when selecting a storage site
C. The floor should remain as bare soil to absorb any spilled

material
D. Pesticides should be stored in direct sunlight for easier

monitoring

8. Which pesticide type would be used to limit reproduction
in pest populations?
A. Nonselective
B. Sterilants
C. Selective
D. Contact

9. What is a key aspect of good practices regarding coveralls?
A. Make sure coverall is durable and does not rip easily
B. Wear coveralls only on weekends
C. Never wash coveralls to preserve pesticide effects
D. Only wear coveralls inside the home

10. Which formulation type is primarily used for aerial
applications and is not under pressure?
A. Aerosol formulations
B. Wettable powders
C. Granular formulations
D. Water-dispersible granules
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Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. D
4. C
5. C
6. C
7. B
8. B
9. A
10. A
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Explanations
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1. Using barriers to prevent pests from getting into an area is
an example of which type of pesticide management method?
A. Biological
B. Mechanical
C. Cultural
D. Regulatory

Using barriers to prevent pests from entering an area is an example of mechanical pest
management. This method involves physical measures to control pest populations and
reduce their access to vulnerable areas. Barriers can include screens, fences, or
protective coverings that physically block pests from invading a space.  Mechanical
methods are often favored for their direct approach to pest control, as they do not rely on
chemicals and minimize environmental impact. Other pest management techniques may
involve different strategies: biological management focuses on using natural enemies to
control pests, cultural management involves altering farming practices to make
conditions less favorable for pests, and regulatory management includes laws and
guidelines governing pesticide use to protect public health and the environment.  Thus,
the correct identification of the method as mechanical highlights the importance of
physical interventions in integrated pest management strategies.

2. How many pesticides are anticipated to require a pesticide
state management plan (PSMP)?
A. Two
B. Five
C. Eight
D. Twelve

The correct answer is based on the current regulatory framework and recent assessments
regarding pesticide management. A Pesticide State Management Plan (PSMP) is
generally required for certain pesticides that pose significant risks to human health or
the environment. As of the latest data available and industry assessments, it is
anticipated that five specific pesticides will require such plans due to their potential
impacts, regulatory requirements, or usage patterns.  This number is important to note
because it reflects ongoing efforts to manage pesticide use responsibly and ensure
compliance with safety standards. Understanding the requirement for a PSMP is crucial
for applicators in maintaining awareness of the regulatory landscape and ensuring they
are following best management practices for pesticide application.
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3. In case of a pesticide fire, which of the following actions
should NOT be taken?
A. Evacuate premises to designated rendezvous point
B. Notify fire department
C. Provide emergency responders with labels and SDSs
D. Attempt to extinguish the fire prior to evacuation

In the event of a pesticide fire, attempting to extinguish the fire prior to evacuation is a
highly unsafe action. The primary focus should be on ensuring the safety of all personnel.
Pesticide fires can produce toxic fumes and pose significant risks of explosion or
spreading flames, especially due to the volatile nature of many pesticide compounds.  
Evacuating the premises to a safe location allows individuals to distance themselves from
the dangers posed by the fire, which is crucial for personal safety. Alerting the fire
department is vital, as trained professionals have the appropriate equipment and
expertise to manage hazardous materials fires. Providing emergency responders with
labels and Safety Data Sheets (SDSs) ensures they have critical information regarding
the chemicals involved, allowing them to take the necessary precautions and employ the
correct firefighting measures. Prioritizing safety by evacuating and involving qualified
response teams is essential in a pesticide fire situation.

4. Which formulation must be mixed with water and breaks
apart into fine powder upon mixing?
A. Wettable powders
B. Soluble powders
C. Water-dispersible granules
D. Granular formulations

The correct answer is water-dispersible granules. These formulations are designed to be
mixed with water, and when they are added to water, they break down into fine particles,
allowing for an even distribution of the active ingredient throughout the spray mixture.
This property is essential for ensuring that the pesticide effectively adheres to and
penetrates the target surface, providing optimal pest control.  Water-dispersible granules
are often preferred in agricultural applications because they provide a dry formulation
that is easy to handle and transport, and their breakdown in water ensures uniformity in
the application process. This allows for precise targeting and minimizes the risk of
residue on non-target areas.  Wettable powders also require mixing with water and form
a suspension, but they typically do not break apart into fine powder in the same way that
water-dispersible granules do. Soluble powders dissolve completely in water, but they do
not necessarily break apart into fine particles for suspension. Granular formulations, on
the other hand, are not designed for mixing with water; they are applied directly to the
soil or target area without needing to form a solution.
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5. What is the best time to apply insecticides to protect bees
from injury?
A. In the morning when flowers are closed
B. During the flowering stage
C. In the evening or at night
D. Midday when temperatures are highest

Applying insecticides in the evening or at night is the best practice for protecting bees
from injury. This timing is advantageous because bees are typically less active during
these hours. In the evening, as daylight fades, many bee species return to their hives,
reducing their exposure to pesticide applications.  During the morning when flowers are
closed, while bees may be less likely to be foraging, this timing does not take into
account the potential for residual pesticide to interact with bees later in the day when
they become active again.   Applying insecticides during the flowering stage is risky as
flowers provide essential foraging resources for bees, potentially exposing them to
harmful chemicals.   Midday application, when temperatures are highest, could increase
the volatility of pesticides and the likelihood of drift, further endangering pollinators.
Therefore, choosing to apply treatments in the evening or at night minimizes the risk to
beneficial insects like bees, safeguarding their populations while still allowing for pest
control measures to be effective.

6. According to Regulation 637, what is the minimum amount
of PPE required for commercial applicators?
A. Long-sleeved shirt, long pants, gloves, goggles
B. Short-sleeved shirt, shorts, sandals
C. Long-sleeved shirt, long pants, protective footwear, and

gloves
D. Tank top, jeans, and gloves

The minimum amount of personal protective equipment (PPE) required for commercial
applicators is detailed in Regulation 637, which is designed to ensure safety while
handling pesticides. The correct choice outlines the necessary protective gear that
includes a long-sleeved shirt, long pants, protective footwear, and gloves.  This
combination of clothing is crucial because it provides comprehensive coverage of the
body to protect against potential chemical exposure. Long sleeves and pants reduce the
risk of skin contact with pesticides, which can be harmful. Protective footwear is also
essential as it guards against spills and splashes that may occur on the ground, ensuring
that the feet are shielded from any hazardous materials. Gloves are vital as they protect
the hands, which are often in direct contact with pesticides.  In contrast, the other
options do not meet safety standards for pesticide application. For instance,
short-sleeved shirts and shorts expose more skin, increasing the risk of pesticide
absorption, while options that include sandals do not provide adequate coverage for the
feet. Therefore, the correct answer emphasizes a necessary level of protection consistent
with industry regulations.
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7. Which statement about pesticide storage facilities is true?
A. A ventilation system may reduce noxious vapors by venting

air into an adjoining room
B. Carefully consider the terrain when selecting a storage site
C. The floor should remain as bare soil to absorb any spilled

material
D. Pesticides should be stored in direct sunlight for easier

monitoring
Choosing the appropriate storage site for pesticides is crucial for safety and efficacy.
Terrain plays a significant role in this decision. Factors such as drainage, accessibility,
and potential environmental impact must be taken into account to ensure the facility is
situated in a safe location. For example, selecting a site that is elevated and away from
water sources can help prevent contamination from spills or leaks. Additionally, it is vital
to avoid high-traffic areas or locations that are prone to flooding, as these factors can
pose risks to both human health and the surrounding ecosystem.  The other statements
do not align with best practices for pesticide storage. For instance, a ventilation system
should not vent air into an adjoining room, as this can compromise safety by spreading
harmful vapors rather than controlling them. Keeping the floor as bare soil is also not
advisable, as it can lead to absorption of spills and make cleaning difficult; a solid,
impermeable surface is preferred. Finally, storing pesticides in direct sunlight is
discouraged because it can lead to temperature fluctuations that might degrade the
chemicals or create pressure build-up in containers.

8. Which pesticide type would be used to limit reproduction
in pest populations?
A. Nonselective
B. Sterilants
C. Selective
D. Contact

Sterilants are specifically designed to limit the reproduction of pest populations by
rendering pests incapable of reproduction. These substances work by targeting the
reproductive systems of those organisms, effectively preventing them from producing
viable offspring. This method of pest control can significantly reduce the population of
pests over time, as fewer new individuals enter the ecosystem.  In contrast, nonselective
pesticides eliminate a wide range of organisms indiscriminately, thereby reducing
populations but not specifically targeting reproduction. Selective pesticides, on the other
hand, are designed to target specific types of pests while leaving beneficial organisms
unharmed, but they do not have a primary function of limiting reproduction. Contact
pesticides act on pests upon physical application, killing them on contact rather than
affecting their reproductive capabilities. These distinctions highlight the unique role of
sterilants in managing pest populations through reproductive control.
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9. What is a key aspect of good practices regarding coveralls?
A. Make sure coverall is durable and does not rip easily
B. Wear coveralls only on weekends
C. Never wash coveralls to preserve pesticide effects
D. Only wear coveralls inside the home

A key aspect of good practices regarding coveralls is that they should be durable and
resistant to ripping. This durability is important because coveralls are designed to
protect the user from potential exposure to pesticides and other hazardous materials. If
the fabric is not strong enough and it tears easily, it compromises the protective barrier
that coveralls are meant to provide. A robust set of coveralls ensures that they remain
intact during activities where exposure to chemicals is possible, thereby providing the
necessary level of protection for the wearer.  The emphasis on the material quality of
coveralls reflects best practices in safety equipment, as they play a crucial role in
minimizing the risk of pesticide exposure. Coveralls that stand up to wear and tear will
support proper safety measures and contribute to the overall effectiveness of personal
protective equipment.

10. Which formulation type is primarily used for aerial
applications and is not under pressure?
A. Aerosol formulations
B. Wettable powders
C. Granular formulations
D. Water-dispersible granules

Aerosol formulations are designed to be dispensed as fine particles or droplets and are
typically under pressure in their containers for effective application. However, for aerial
applications, formulations that are not pressurized and can be easily regulated in terms
of flow and droplet size are preferred for their performance and safety.  In aerial
applications, the focus is on delivering pesticide effectively over a large area, where it is
crucial to use formulations that can be easily dispersed without the complications and
risks associated with pressure. This helps achieve a uniform distribution of the pesticide
while minimizing drift and ensuring that the chemical reaches the target area efficiently.
Granular formulations and wettable powders, while used in various agricultural
practices, do not lend themselves well to aerial application due to their physical
properties and application methods. Water-dispersible granules also require water for
mixing and application, which is not compatible with aerial delivery methods. Thus,
understanding the specific characteristics and appropriate uses for these formulations is
essential for effective pest control practices in aerial applications.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://mdard-michigancorepesticideapplicator.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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