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IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What condition of a tire mandates a failure judgment?
A. Sidewall is free from cracks
B. Cuts and snags that do not expose cords
C. Sidewall is indicating separation
D. Treadwear indicators are not touching the road

2. If a windshield has a combination of two cracks, which size
allows it to pass?
A. Less than 1/4 inch cumulatively
B. Less than 1/2 inch cumulatively
C. Any size if they are not in the critical area
D. Smaller than any individual cracks

3. Why would a vehicle fail inspection if the vehicle has radial
tires?
A. If one or more tires are not matching
B. If they are not the same color
C. If they all have different tread patterns
D. If they are mixed with bias ply tires

4. What is required for tail lights during the Maryland State
Inspection?
A. They must be decorative
B. They must be functioning properly and visible from a certain

distance
C. They must be high-intensity lights
D. They can be replaced with any color

5. When does a steering wheel fail inspection?
A. If it is not round
B. If it is not continuous or interferes with steering
C. If it is too large
D. If it has a decorative cover
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6. What must be the nature of disability controls according to
inspection standards?
A. Automatic
B. Manual
C. Electronic
D. Hydraulic

7. What is the acceptable difference in wheelbase on both
sides of a vehicle?
A. 1 inch
B. 0.5 inches
C. 1.5 inches
D. 2 inches

8. During vehicle inspection, how is the fuel system assessed?
A. Only fuel levels are checked
B. For overall performance, including fuel economy
C. Checked for leaks and proper connections
D. Ensured to have the latest fuel lines installed

9. What is a required item in an inspection bay for measuring
tire pressure?
A. Tire pressure gauge
B. Window tint meter
C. Disc micrometer
D. Floor jack

10. How are brake lights evaluated during a vehicle
inspection?
A. They must remain illuminated at all times
B. They must illuminate when the brake pedal is pressed
C. They are not evaluated as part of the inspection
D. They must flash in sequence with turn signals
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Answers
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1. C
2. B
3. A
4. B
5. B
6. B
7. A
8. C
9. A
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What condition of a tire mandates a failure judgment?
A. Sidewall is free from cracks
B. Cuts and snags that do not expose cords
C. Sidewall is indicating separation
D. Treadwear indicators are not touching the road

A tire condition that indicates separation in the sidewall is a serious safety concern and
mandates a failure judgment during Maryland State inspections. Sidewall separation can
significantly compromise the structural integrity of the tire, increasing the risk of
blowouts and loss of vehicle control. This type of defect indicates that the tire may not be
able to support the vehicle's weight or withstand normal driving conditions, posing a
danger to the driver, passengers, and others on the road.  In contrast, conditions such as
cuts and snags that do not expose cords may be less severe and classed as minor issues,
which might not require a failure judgment unless they significantly affect performance.
Similarly, a sidewall free from cracks or treadwear indicators that are not touching the
road may represent normal wear or acceptable conditions, preventing a failure
assessment. The critical nature of sidewall separation is what distinctly warrants
immediate action and a failure rating during an inspection.

2. If a windshield has a combination of two cracks, which size
allows it to pass?
A. Less than 1/4 inch cumulatively
B. Less than 1/2 inch cumulatively
C. Any size if they are not in the critical area
D. Smaller than any individual cracks

For a windshield to pass inspection despite having cracks, it’s essential to understand the
cumulative size of the cracks and their locations. When the cumulative size of two cracks
is less than 1/2 inch, it typically means that they might not significantly compromise the
structural integrity of the windshield or the driver's visibility. This standard allows for
some minor damage while ensuring safety remains a priority.  In contrast, other size
restrictions might focus either on individual crack sizes or specific placement within the
windshield. Passable crack sizes would not be acceptable if they fall within certain
critical areas that could obstruct the driver’s line of sight or weaken the windshield's
safety features. By allowing for a maximum cumulative size of 1/2 inch, the requirement
strikes a balance between maintaining safety standards and providing some flexibility for
minor windshield damage.
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3. Why would a vehicle fail inspection if the vehicle has radial
tires?
A. If one or more tires are not matching
B. If they are not the same color
C. If they all have different tread patterns
D. If they are mixed with bias ply tires

A vehicle would fail inspection due to the presence of radial tires if they are mixed with
bias ply tires. This mismatch can lead to handling issues, uneven tire wear, and
compromised stability, which are significant safety concerns. The design and
construction differences between radial and bias ply tires affect performance
characteristics, particularly during cornering, braking, and overall driving stability.  
When tires do not match in type (e.g., radial vs. bias ply), the vehicle may experience
inconsistent traction, which can be dangerous. It is critical for safe vehicle operation that
all tires are compatible and intended for the same performance requirements.   While
tire matching generally addresses aspects such as tread pattern and size for balanced
performance, the most important factor in this context is the type of construction—radial
versus bias ply—as this fundamentally influences how the tires interact with the road and
with each other. If inspection reveals a mix of these tire types, it would lead to an
automatic failure for the safety of the vehicle operation.

4. What is required for tail lights during the Maryland State
Inspection?
A. They must be decorative
B. They must be functioning properly and visible from a certain

distance
C. They must be high-intensity lights
D. They can be replaced with any color

For tail lights during the Maryland State Inspection, it is essential that they are
functioning properly and visible from a specified distance. This is a critical safety
measure to ensure that vehicles can be seen by others on the road, particularly at night
or in poor visibility conditions. Properly functioning tail lights signal a vehicle's
presence, intentions, and actions, such as stopping or turning, which is vital to
preventing accidents.  Moreover, visibility from a required distance typically aligns with
regulations that aim to enhance safety for both the driver and nearby vehicles. While
decorative elements or high-intensity lights may appeal to some vehicle owners, the
primary concern during inspection is that the lights work correctly and meet visibility
standards. Additionally, tail lights must be of the correct color; typically red for tail
lights, which is crucial for maintaining standard safety protocols.
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5. When does a steering wheel fail inspection?
A. If it is not round
B. If it is not continuous or interferes with steering
C. If it is too large
D. If it has a decorative cover

A steering wheel will fail inspection if it is not continuous or interferes with the steering.
This is critical for safe vehicle operation because a steering wheel must provide reliable
and effective control of the vehicle. If a steering wheel has breaks or segments that are
not properly connected, or if it interferes with the vehicle's steering mechanism, this can
lead to unpredictable handling and increased risk of accidents.   While it may seem that
other characteristics, such as shape or size, might affect functionality, the most
important aspect for inspection is that the steering wheel must allow for smooth,
unimpeded movement. A decorative cover, while it might change the aesthetics of a
steering wheel, does not affect its structural integrity or functionality unless it restricts
hand grip or movement. Thus, ensuring that the steering wheel is continuous and does
not impede steering is paramount for passing vehicle inspection.

6. What must be the nature of disability controls according to
inspection standards?
A. Automatic
B. Manual
C. Electronic
D. Hydraulic

Disability controls must be manual according to the inspection standards. Manual
controls allow operators with disabilities to easily adjust and operate the vehicle without
the need for complex electronic systems or automatic mechanisms that may not be
accessible. The focus on manual controls ensures that all operators can exert direct
control over the vehicle's functions, which is essential for safety and ease of use,
especially for those who have physical limitations. Manual systems can be adapted or
modified to meet individual needs, ensuring inclusivity in vehicle operation for
individuals with disabilities.

7. What is the acceptable difference in wheelbase on both
sides of a vehicle?
A. 1 inch
B. 0.5 inches
C. 1.5 inches
D. 2 inches

The standard for acceptable difference in wheelbase on both sides of a vehicle is set at 1
inch. This measurement is crucial for ensuring that the vehicle can maintain stability and
performance while driving. A difference in wheelbase that exceeds this specification
could lead to uneven handling, increased tire wear, and potential alignment issues.  
Maintaining a wheelbase difference within this limit helps ensure that both sides of the
vehicle respond similarly to steering inputs and road conditions. This becomes
particularly important when considering factors such as weight distribution, suspension
dynamics, and overall safety while operating the vehicle.
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8. During vehicle inspection, how is the fuel system assessed?
A. Only fuel levels are checked
B. For overall performance, including fuel economy
C. Checked for leaks and proper connections
D. Ensured to have the latest fuel lines installed

The assessment of the fuel system during a vehicle inspection focuses on checking for
leaks and ensuring that all connections are secure. This is crucial because leaks can lead
to fuel loss, which not only affects the vehicle's efficiency but also poses fire hazards and
environmental concerns. Inspectors will typically examine the fuel tank, fuel lines, and
connections to ensure that there are no signs of wear, damage, or leaks, as these issues
can lead to significant safety risks.  While evaluating overall performance and fuel
economy is important in general vehicle maintenance, the primary concern during an
official inspection is to verify the integrity of the fuel system itself. Checking for the
latest fuel lines may be relevant in certain contexts, but the focus during inspection is
primarily on functionality and safety rather than just ensuring the latest products are
installed or evaluating fuel levels alone.

9. What is a required item in an inspection bay for measuring
tire pressure?
A. Tire pressure gauge
B. Window tint meter
C. Disc micrometer
D. Floor jack

A tire pressure gauge is essential in an inspection bay for measuring tire pressure
because it provides an accurate reading of the air pressure within a tire. Proper tire
pressure is crucial for vehicle safety and performance, affecting handling, fuel efficiency,
and overall stability of the vehicle. During a state inspection, ensuring that tires are
inflated to the manufacturer's recommended pressure is a significant part of maintaining
optimal safety standards.  The other items listed serve different purposes and are not
related to measuring tire pressure. A window tint meter is used to measure the
percentage of light that can pass through tinted windows; a disc micrometer is a tool
used to measure thickness and is commonly used in mechanical or engineering settings;
a floor jack is used for lifting a vehicle for service but does not provide any information
regarding tire pressure. Therefore, the tire pressure gauge is the correct option, as it
directly pertains to the task of measuring tire pressure, which is necessary for safely
operating a vehicle.
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10. How are brake lights evaluated during a vehicle
inspection?
A. They must remain illuminated at all times
B. They must illuminate when the brake pedal is pressed
C. They are not evaluated as part of the inspection
D. They must flash in sequence with turn signals

During a vehicle inspection, brake lights are evaluated based on their functionality when
the brake pedal is pressed. It is crucial for safety that brake lights illuminate to signal to
other drivers when you are slowing down or stopping. This visibility helps prevent
accidents by clearly communicating your intent to stop or slow down.   Having brake
lights that only remain illuminated at all times, or that don't perform correctly when
engaging the brake pedal, could lead to dangerous situations on the road, as other
drivers may not be aware of your actions. Additionally, while there are other lights and
signals on a vehicle, brake lights are specifically designed for this purpose and are an
essential component of vehicle safety regulations.   In summary, the correct evaluation
ensures that the brake lights function properly in response to the brake pedal, fulfilling
their role as critical safety devices on the vehicle.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://mdstateinspectionclassa.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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