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1. How should you respond to a driver tailgating you?
A. Speed up and get away from them
B. Maintain your speed and stay calm
C. Brake suddenly to warn them
D. Change lanes immediately

2. How far should you signal before making a turn?
A. At least 50 feet
B. At least 100 feet
C. At least 200 feet
D. At least 300 feet

3. If a person has one drink at 8 o'clock, when will they likely
be sober?
A. 9 o'clock
B. 10 o'clock
C. 11 o'clock
D. 12 o'clock

4. What is the proper method for checking your blind spots?
A. Look in your rearview mirror
B. Look over your shoulders before changing lanes
C. Use your side mirrors only
D. Check your blind spot only while turning

5. What document must a driver carry at all times while
operating a vehicle?
A. A valid driver's license or permit
B. Proof of insurance
C. A vehicle registration
D. A traffic violation record
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6. What should you do if you approach a school bus with its
red lights flashing?
A. Continue driving if the bus is on the opposite side of the road
B. Stop your vehicle and wait until the lights stop flashing
C. Honk your horn to alert the bus driver
D. Slow down and pass cautiously

7. How far ahead should you be looking when driving in town?
A. 5-10 seconds
B. 10-15 seconds
C. 15-20 seconds
D. 20-25 seconds

8. What should you do if your brakes fail while driving?
A. Shift into a lower gear, use the parking brake, and steer to a

safe area
B. Accelerate to stop safely
C. Use your horn to alert others
D. Switch off the engine immediately

9. Where is it considered dangerous to attempt passing a
vehicle?
A. At traffic lights
B. On bridges
C. In residential areas
D. On hills or curves

10. Which substances can impair your ability to drive?
A. Only alcohol
B. Alcohol and drugs only
C. Alcohol, drugs, and certain medications
D. Only certain medications
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Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. B
4. B
5. A
6. B
7. B
8. A
9. D
10. C

6Sample study guide. Visit https://mainedriversedpermit.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



Explanations
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1. How should you respond to a driver tailgating you?
A. Speed up and get away from them
B. Maintain your speed and stay calm
C. Brake suddenly to warn them
D. Change lanes immediately

Maintaining your speed and staying calm is the safest and most effective response to
being tailgated. When a driver is following too closely, it's important not to engage in
aggressive driving tactics like speeding up or braking suddenly, as these actions can
escalate the situation and lead to accidents or road rage. By keeping a steady speed, you
signal to the tailgater that you are in control of your vehicle and are not making any
sudden moves that could catch them off guard.   If the tailgater remains close, it may be
wise to look for a safe opportunity to change lanes and allow them to pass, but doing so
should not involve hasty maneuvers that could create danger for yourself or others on the
road. Staying calm helps you maintain focus and make rational decisions, which is crucial
for your safety and that of other road users.

2. How far should you signal before making a turn?
A. At least 50 feet
B. At least 100 feet
C. At least 200 feet
D. At least 300 feet

Signaling at least 100 feet before making a turn is important for several reasons.
Providing this notice gives other drivers and pedestrians ample time to anticipate your
turn and adjust their movements accordingly. This distance helps ensure that the
roadway remains safe and reduces the likelihood of accidents that could occur if other
road users are unaware of your intentions. Additionally, in many jurisdictions, including
Maine, signaling well in advance is a legal requirement designed to promote safe driving
habits.  Turning too closely without adequate signaling can create confusion among
drivers following you, as they may be unaware of your intentions, potentially leading to
dangerous situations. By sticking to the established 100 feet guideline, you are
practicing safe driving habits that contribute to the overall safety of the roadways.
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3. If a person has one drink at 8 o'clock, when will they likely
be sober?
A. 9 o'clock
B. 10 o'clock
C. 11 o'clock
D. 12 o'clock

The reasoning behind considering that a person who has consumed one drink will likely
be sober by 10 o'clock is based on how the body metabolizes alcohol. Generally, the body
can process approximately one standard drink per hour. If the individual drinks at 8
o'clock, they may still show effects of the alcohol in their system at that time. By 9
o'clock, although some of the alcohol will have been metabolized, it is possible that the
person's blood alcohol concentration (BAC) might still be above the legal limit for driving
and may impair their ability to operate a vehicle safely.  By 10 o'clock, which is two hours
after the drink was consumed, the majority of the alcohol from that single drink would
likely be metabolized by the body, allowing the individual to be sober enough to drive
legally and safely. This timing aligns with general guidelines regarding alcohol
metabolism and responsible drinking.

4. What is the proper method for checking your blind spots?
A. Look in your rearview mirror
B. Look over your shoulders before changing lanes
C. Use your side mirrors only
D. Check your blind spot only while turning

The proper method for checking your blind spots involves looking over your shoulders
before changing lanes. This technique ensures that you have a visual confirmation of any
vehicles or obstacles that may not be visible through your mirrors. Rearview and side
mirrors do not always provide a complete view of the area directly beside and behind your
vehicle, particularly in the blind spot zones, which are the areas just outside your
peripheral view.  By turning your head and looking over your shoulder, you gain a clearer
picture of the road conditions and can make informed decisions, reducing the risk of
accidents when changing lanes. This method is a crucial part of safe driving practices,
especially in busy traffic environments where other vehicles may be closely positioned to
your sides. Employing this technique allows drivers to maintain awareness of their
surroundings and respond to potential hazards effectively.
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5. What document must a driver carry at all times while
operating a vehicle?
A. A valid driver's license or permit
B. Proof of insurance
C. A vehicle registration
D. A traffic violation record

A driver must always carry a valid driver's license or permit while operating a vehicle.
This document serves as proof that the individual has met the legal requirements to
drive, including passing the required tests and adhering to age restrictions. Driving
without a valid driver's license or permit can result in serious legal repercussions,
including fines and potential arrest.  While proof of insurance and vehicle registration
are also important documents that should be kept in the vehicle, they are not legally
mandated to be carried on the driver at all times. The traffic violation record is not a
required document for driving and does not serve as proof of the ability to operate a
vehicle legally. Thus, having a valid driver's license or permit is fundamentally crucial for
lawful vehicle operation.

6. What should you do if you approach a school bus with its
red lights flashing?
A. Continue driving if the bus is on the opposite side of the road
B. Stop your vehicle and wait until the lights stop flashing
C. Honk your horn to alert the bus driver
D. Slow down and pass cautiously

When you approach a school bus with its red lights flashing, the proper action is to stop
your vehicle and wait until the lights stop flashing. This is an important safety measure
designed to protect children who may be getting on or off the bus. The flashing red lights
indicate that children are present and that vehicles must come to a complete stop no
matter which side of the road the bus is on.   Stopping is crucial because the bus serves
as a protective barrier for children, and failing to do so could lead to tragic accidents.
This law applies not only for buses that are directly in front of you but also for buses
across the street. Following this rule helps ensure the safety of young pedestrians.
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7. How far ahead should you be looking when driving in town?
A. 5-10 seconds
B. 10-15 seconds
C. 15-20 seconds
D. 20-25 seconds

Looking ahead while driving in town is crucial for maintaining safety and making
informed driving decisions. The recommended distance of 10-15 seconds allows you
enough time to react to any potential hazards or traffic changes that could arise.   This
time frame gives drivers the ability to assess traffic conditions, identify pedestrians, read
traffic signs, and respond to other vehicles appropriately. In urban settings where
situations can change rapidly, being aware several seconds in advance helps in making
safer decisions, such as when to stop at a traffic signal, yielding to pedestrians, or
navigating intersections.  Shorter time frames, such as 5-10 seconds, may not provide
sufficient warning to react effectively to sudden stops or turns by surrounding vehicles or
pedestrians. Conversely, looking too far ahead, such as 15-20 seconds or more, can lead
to underestimating near obstacles and resulting in delayed response times to situations
right in front of you. Thus, the 10-15 second window strikes a balance between
maintaining awareness of immediate surroundings and anticipating future events on the
road.

8. What should you do if your brakes fail while driving?
A. Shift into a lower gear, use the parking brake, and steer to a

safe area
B. Accelerate to stop safely
C. Use your horn to alert others
D. Switch off the engine immediately

When experiencing brake failure while driving, the most appropriate action is to shift
into a lower gear, use the parking brake, and steer to a safe area. This approach
leverages the engine's resistance to help slow down the vehicle effectively, as moving to a
lower gear can increase engine braking. Engaging the parking brake gradually helps to
stop the vehicle without causing a loss of control, as using it too abruptly could lead to
skidding. Steering towards a safe area ensures you can avoid obstacles or hazards,
allowing for a controlled and careful stop.  In contrast, accelerating to stop safely is not
advisable; speeding up during a brake failure can greatly increase the risk of losing
control. Using the horn to alert others may not adequately address the situation of failing
brakes, as it does not contribute to safely stopping the vehicle. Switching off the engine
immediately could lead to a loss of steering control as well as the potential for a
dangerous situation if power steering or other vehicle systems become inoperative.
Overall, the correct response emphasizes maintaining control of the vehicle and guiding
it safely to a stop.
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9. Where is it considered dangerous to attempt passing a
vehicle?
A. At traffic lights
B. On bridges
C. In residential areas
D. On hills or curves

Attempting to pass a vehicle on hills or curves is considered dangerous because visibility
is often limited in these areas. When approaching a hill, drivers cannot see oncoming
traffic until they are already at the top, which creates a risk of collision with vehicles
traveling in the opposite direction. Similarly, curves can obstruct the driver's view of the
road ahead, making it difficult to assess whether there is enough clear space to safely
overtake another vehicle. Additionally, the unpredictability of vehicles coming around the
bend or over the hill increases the chances of an accident, emphasizing the importance of
waiting until the road is straight and visibility is clear before attempting to pass.

10. Which substances can impair your ability to drive?
A. Only alcohol
B. Alcohol and drugs only
C. Alcohol, drugs, and certain medications
D. Only certain medications

The correct answer identifies that alcohol, drugs, and certain medications can all impair
your ability to drive. Each of these substances affects cognitive functions, coordination,
and reaction times, which are critical for safe driving.  Alcohol is well-known for its
effects on judgment and motor skills. It decreases a driver's ability to react quickly to
changes in traffic conditions and impairs decision-making.  Illegal drugs can also
significantly impair driving ability. Many illicit drugs can distort perception, impair
judgment, and affect concentration, all of which are essential for safe operation of a
vehicle.  Furthermore, certain legal medications, including prescription and
over-the-counter drugs, can cause drowsiness or other side effects that may impair
driving. For example, some antihistamines or sedatives can reduce alertness and slow
reaction times, similar to the effects of alcohol and illegal drugs.  Recognizing that
driving requires full cognitive and physical capability is crucial, which is why the
combination of these substances is important to consider when assessing driving safety.
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