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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which form is employed to create a Range Card?
A. DA Form 5012-R
B. DA Form 5517-R
C. DA Form 7248-C
D. DA Form 2104-B

2. What is the role of the Alternate Position in machine gun firing positions?
A. It is a reloading area for ammunition
B. A secondary position from which the gun covers its primary sector
C. The main position for high-fire scenarios
D. It holds emergency supplies

3. What classification of fire is delivered on the flank of a target?
A. Frontal fire
B. Flanking fire
C. Oblique fire
D. Enfilade fire

4. What action is taken when the gunner loses sight of the Assistant Gunner
in defilade?
A. Order a cease-fire
B. Call out "Mark!" to record distance
C. Shift fire to another target
D. Move the gun to a new position

5. How do gunners manage their shooting area when working as a pair?
A. By staying in one position
B. By engaging targets at random
C. By splitting the target area down the midline
D. By firing in completely different directions

6. What defines the 'dead space' in machine gun fire?
A. The area where no fire can reach
B. The zone of fire not covered by any weapon
C. The safety zone behind the gun
D. The area directly in front of the machine gun
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7. Which classification of MG fires involves little to no manipulation of the
gun?
A. Traversing Fire
B. Fixed Fire
C. Free Gun Fire
D. Swinging Traverse Fire

8. What role does the company commander assume in the general support
relationship for machine gun operations?
A. Fires coordination
B. Logistical support
C. Administrative oversight
D. All of the above

9. What defines free gun fire?
A. Fire directed at stationary targets
B. Fire that requires minor adjustments in aim
C. Fire against moving targets needing adjustments in both direction and

elevation
D. Fire executed without any support

10. What type of machine gun fire would typically be used against an
advancing enemy?
A. Frontal Fire
B. Enfilade Fire
C. Flanking Fire
D. Oblique Fire
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Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. B
4. B
5. C
6. A
7. B
8. A
9. C
10. C
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Explanations
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1. Which form is employed to create a Range Card?
A. DA Form 5012-R
B. DA Form 5517-R
C. DA Form 7248-C
D. DA Form 2104-B

The correct form used to create a Range Card is DA Form 5517-R. This form is specifically designed for the
purpose of documenting and consolidating critical information about a unit's field of fire, target audience, and
important terrain features within the area of operations. Range Cards are essential for coordinating effective
machine gun employment, as they help to establish firing positions and ensure that all personnel have a clear
understanding of their assigned coverage areas.  Focus on the features of the DA Form 5517-R, which includes
sections for identifying threats, distance markers, and angles of fire, facilitating effective communication among
team members and enhancing overall situational awareness. This form is also important for planning and
executing maneuvers in alignment with unit tactics.  The other forms listed serve different purposes and are not
directly related to the creation of Range Cards, making them unsuitable choices. Each form is tailored for
specific operational contexts within military operations, but only DA Form 5517-R is designated for range data
documentation.

2. What is the role of the Alternate Position in machine gun firing positions?
A. It is a reloading area for ammunition
B. A secondary position from which the gun covers its primary sector
C. The main position for high-fire scenarios
D. It holds emergency supplies

The role of the Alternate Position in machine gun firing positions is to serve as a secondary position from which
the gun can effectively engage targets while still covering its primary sector. This position is crucial as it
provides flexibility and enhances survivability. When the primary position becomes compromised or is under
threat, the machine gun crew can relocate to the alternate position with the intent to maintain continuous fire on
the enemy and protect friendly forces.  Using an alternate position allows for strategic repositioning, helping to
minimize exposure to enemy fire and ensuring that the machine gun can continue its role in suppressing or
providing cover for troop movements. It also supports tactical maneuvers, enabling the crew to adapt to
changing battlefield conditions. This type of planning is a fundamental aspect of effective machine gun
employment, reinforcing the principle that crew members should always be prepared to respond dynamically to
the evolving tactical situation.

3. What classification of fire is delivered on the flank of a target?
A. Frontal fire
B. Flanking fire
C. Oblique fire
D. Enfilade fire

Flanking fire refers to the type of fire that is directed against the side of a target or an enemy position. This
classification is particularly effective because it can catch the target off-guard, as they are often more focused
on threats in front of them. By attacking the flank, the firing unit can exploit the vulnerabilities in the enemy's
defense, causing greater damage and disorganization.  Flanking fire can maximize the impact of the weapon
system being used, especially with machine guns, which are designed to lay down substantial volumes of fire.
Such an approach is not only tactical but also aligns with aiming to create effective suppression and disrupt the
enemy's operations. This tactic enhances the chances of accomplishing combat objectives by taking advantage
of the directional orientation of both the attacker and the target.
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4. What action is taken when the gunner loses sight of the Assistant Gunner
in defilade?
A. Order a cease-fire
B. Call out "Mark!" to record distance
C. Shift fire to another target
D. Move the gun to a new position

When the gunner loses sight of the Assistant Gunner while in defilade, calling out "Mark!" allows the gunner to
record the distance to the last known position of the target. This communication technique is crucial in
maintaining situational awareness and ensuring that both the gunner and the Assistant Gunner can effectively
coordinate their actions even when visibility is compromised.  By marking the distance, the gunner can refer
back to this information to adjust fire if necessary or to prepare for potential subsequent engagements. This
action emphasizes the importance of communication and maintaining tactical efficiency in a dynamic
operational environment. It helps ensure that the team can act cohesively, particularly when visual contact is
lost due to obstacles or terrain features that obscure sight lines.

5. How do gunners manage their shooting area when working as a pair?
A. By staying in one position
B. By engaging targets at random
C. By splitting the target area down the midline
D. By firing in completely different directions

When gunners work as a pair, managing their shooting area effectively is crucial to maximize coverage and
minimize the chance of overlapping fire. Splitting the target area down the midline allows each gunner to cover a
distinct sector, enhancing their ability to engage threats while ensuring that both gunners can maintain focus
and account for their arcs of fire. By organizing their positions in this way, they can respond to threats more
efficiently and provide mutual support without redundancy in their targeting efforts.  This method of
coordination also facilitates communication, as each gunner knows their designated area, reducing the
likelihood of confusion or misfire while increasing overall effectiveness in combat. Properly managing shooting
areas fosters teamwork and maintains a clear tactical advantage over any adversary.

6. What defines the 'dead space' in machine gun fire?
A. The area where no fire can reach
B. The zone of fire not covered by any weapon
C. The safety zone behind the gun
D. The area directly in front of the machine gun

The concept of 'dead space' in machine gun fire is characterized by areas where the weapon is unable to provide
effective coverage. This typically occurs due to obstacles, terrain features, or the weapon's positioning, which
prevents rounds from reaching specific zones. In essence, it refers to the area where no fire can reach, leaving
potential threats unengaged and vulnerable. Recognizing dead space is critical for effective positioning and
employment of machine guns in combat scenarios, as it helps inform tactical maneuvers and the placement of
additional support to mitigate vulnerabilities in coverage. This knowledge helps ensure that all potential angles
of approach and target areas are accounted for during operations.
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7. Which classification of MG fires involves little to no manipulation of the
gun?
A. Traversing Fire
B. Fixed Fire
C. Free Gun Fire
D. Swinging Traverse Fire

The classification of machine gun fires that involves little to no manipulation of the gun is Fixed Fire. When
employing Fixed Fire, the gunner sets the machine gun in a predetermined position with its muzzle aimed at a
designated target area. This allows for sustained firing in the same spot without the need for adjusting the gun's
angle or position during the engagement. As a result, it maximizes the effectiveness of fire upon a specific target
or area while minimizing the physical effort required to reposition the weapon.  In contrast, traversing fire, free
gun fire, and swinging traverse fire all require varying degrees of manipulation of the gun. Traversing fire
involves moving the gun horizontally to cover a wider area, while swinging traverse fire entails pivoting the gun
on a central axis to engage targets that are not directly in front of it. Free gun fire allows the gunner to maneuver
the weapon more freely, which inherently involves more active engagement with the weapon system compared
to the fixed position of Fixed Fire. Hence, Fixed Fire is unique in its minimal need for adjustments during
operation.

8. What role does the company commander assume in the general support
relationship for machine gun operations?
A. Fires coordination
B. Logistical support
C. Administrative oversight
D. All of the above

In the context of machine gun operations within a general support relationship, the company commander plays a
critical role in fires coordination. This involves planning, supervising, and directing the use of machine guns to
maximize their effectiveness in support of the unit’s mission. The company commander is responsible for
integrating machine gun fire with other combat elements and ensuring that fire support aligns with the overall
operational plan.  The emphasis on fires coordination reflects the need for the company commander to facilitate
effective communication and coordination among different units and fire support assets. This role is vital in
ensuring that machine gun positions are properly established and that the deployment of firepower is
synchronized with troop movements and operational objectives, enhancing both offensive and defensive
capabilities on the battlefield.  While logistical support and administrative oversight are important to overall
operations, they do not encapsulate the specific focus and responsibilities of the company commander
regarding the execution of machine gun operations in a general support context. The intent of the question
centers on the primary function that directly impacts the effectiveness and efficiency of combat operations,
which is most accurately represented by fires coordination.
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9. What defines free gun fire?
A. Fire directed at stationary targets
B. Fire that requires minor adjustments in aim
C. Fire against moving targets needing adjustments in both direction and

elevation
D. Fire executed without any support

Free gun fire is characterized by the engagement of moving targets that necessitates adjustments not only in
direction but also in elevation. This definition reflects the dynamic nature of the target movement, requiring the
gunner to correctly track and assess the target’s trajectory in real-time to effectively impact it, which is a key
skill in machine gun employment. Successful engagement of such targets emphasizes the importance of
maintaining situational awareness and the ability to mechanically adjust the firearm's aim quickly and
efficiently.   The other definitions, while related to shooting scenarios, do not encompass the specific challenges
posed by moving targets that require these dual adjustments. This makes the correct choice pivotal in
understanding the complexities of machine gun employment in tactical situations where target movement is a
significant factor.

10. What type of machine gun fire would typically be used against an
advancing enemy?
A. Frontal Fire
B. Enfilade Fire
C. Flanking Fire
D. Oblique Fire

Flanking fire is particularly effective against an advancing enemy because it allows the machine gun to engage
the target from the side, where the enemy may have less cover and less ability to return fire effectively. This
position enhances the element of surprise and maximizes the gun's rate of fire on the enemy as they advance,
creating a higher likelihood of inflicting casualties and halting their movement.  When a machine gun is
positioned to deliver flanking fire, it can cover a wider area of the enemy's advance and exploit gaps in their
formation, creating a tactical advantage. This type of engagement not only disrupts the enemy's movement but
also can demoralize them when they face an unexpected assault from their sides.  In contrast, other types of fire
like frontal fire might expose the gunner to direct enemy fire, while enfilade fire is most effective when targeting
a troop column in a linear formation rather than an advancing unit. Oblique fire can provide some advantages,
but it typically does not maximize the effectiveness against a moving target in the same way that flanking fire
does.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://machinegunemploymentfunda.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!

Sample study guide, visit https://machinegunemploymentfunda.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions  v-1784610389 | Page 15

SAMPLE


