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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What does the percent_of_total feature calculate?
A. The cell's portion of the column total
B. The overall average of all cells
C. The maximum value in a column
D. The total sum of a column

2. Which of the following features allows you to constrain user's ability to
modify query restrictions?
A. sql_always_having
B. sql_always_where
C. view_label
D. always_join

3. True or False: When using include, LookML is not case sensitive.
A. True
B. False
C. Depends on the context
D. Only with certain commands

4. Which command is used to create a new LookML project in Looker?
A. create project
B. new project
C. init project
D. add project

5. True or False: The persistence of a PDT affects its availability in different
Looker environments.
A. True
B. False
C. Only for derived tables
D. Only for dashboards
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6. To add dimensions to a bar chart color, what should you do to the
dimension?
A. Aggregate
B. Pivot
C. Sort
D. Format

7. Which dimension type creates buckets or bins from a numeric dimension?
A. Tier
B. Group
C. Range
D. Bin

8. How can you create a custom duration field for a created dimension group
of type: time?
A. Use standard SQL commands
B. Specify a ::string reference type
C. Specify a reference type for the dimensions in sql_start and sql_end
D. Define the duration in terms of weeks

9. What is the purpose of the "$" symbol in Looker?
A. It is a placeholder for values
B. It denotes a variable
C. It indicates a mathematical operation
D. It is the Substitution Operator

10. Using tier in conjunction with what can result in unexpected tier buckets?
A. Dimension fill
B. Data source
C. Visualization type
D. Chart options
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Answers
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1. A
2. B
3. B
4. C
5. A
6. B
7. A
8. C
9. D
10. A
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Explanations
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1. What does the percent_of_total feature calculate?
A. The cell's portion of the column total
B. The overall average of all cells
C. The maximum value in a column
D. The total sum of a column

The percent_of_total feature is specifically designed to calculate the proportion of a particular cell's value
relative to the total of values within a specific column. When this feature is applied, it divides the value of an
individual cell by the sum of all cell values in that column, effectively giving you a percentage that represents
how much that individual cell contributes to the overall total. This is particularly useful in data analysis when you
want to understand the significance of a specific data point within the context of the larger dataset.   This
functionality helps in interpreting data analytics more meaningfully by conveying how each element contributes
to the overall picture, which is crucial for decision-making and analysis.

2. Which of the following features allows you to constrain user's ability to
modify query restrictions?
A. sql_always_having
B. sql_always_where
C. view_label
D. always_join

The feature that allows you to constrain a user's ability to modify query restrictions is the "sql_always_where"
parameter. This parameter is utilized in LookML to ensure that specific conditions are always applied to the SQL
query generated behind the scenes, regardless of any filters or dimensions a user might choose to add or change
in their query.  By implementing "sql_always_where," developers can enforce necessary restrictions on the
dataset, improving both data security and integrity. This is especially useful in scenarios where certain data
should not be accessible or where context-sensitive filtering is required to maintain the accuracy of metrics.  In
contrast, while "sql_always_having" also applies conditions to queries, it is specifically related to HAVING
clauses in SQL, which typically filter aggregate results rather than filtering at the row level like the WHERE
clause. "View_label" is more focused on the naming and display aspects within the Looker interface rather than
query constraints, and "always_join" is used to enforce that a join must always be included in a query, rather
than constraining users' ability to change query restrictions.

3. True or False: When using include, LookML is not case sensitive.
A. True
B. False
C. Depends on the context
D. Only with certain commands

In Looker, the statement that LookML is not case sensitive is false. LookML, the modeling language used in
Looker, distinguishes between uppercase and lowercase letters. This means that identifiers such as view names,
field names, and other LookML components must be used consistently respecting their case throughout the
code.  For instance, if a view is named "Sales", referring to it as "sales" in other parts of the LookML would lead
to errors or unexpected behaviors, since Looker would not recognize "sales" as the same entity as "Sales".
Hence, it's essential to maintain the same casing to ensure that the LookML code functions correctly.  This case
sensitivity applies universally across LookML and is not conditional upon specific commands or contexts, which
is why the correct answer regarding whether LookML is case sensitive is indeed represented as false.
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4. Which command is used to create a new LookML project in Looker?
A. create project
B. new project
C. init project
D. add project

The command used to create a new LookML project in Looker is "init project." This command is essential for
setting up a new project environment, allowing developers to specify the project's name and establish the base
structure needed for LookML development. By using "init project," Looker's interface prepares the foundational
components for managing data models, views, and explores related to the project.  Using "init project" ensures
that all required configurations and settings are properly initialized, which is critical for a smooth workflow in
developing and deploying LookML models. This sets the stage for building a data exploration interface that
aligns with the data requirements of your organization.

5. True or False: The persistence of a PDT affects its availability in different
Looker environments.
A. True
B. False
C. Only for derived tables
D. Only for dashboards

The persistence of a Persistent Derived Table (PDT) indeed affects its availability across different Looker
environments. When a PDT is defined with the persistence option, it determines how long the data is kept and
where it's stored. This has a direct impact on accessibility. If the PDT is set to persist, it means that the data can
be reused in queries without needing to be re-computed every time, and can be shared across different
environments like development, staging, and production.  Furthermore, if a PDT is not persisted or is dropped, it
will not be available in other environments, as each environment maintains its own state of data. This distinction
is crucial for managing data flows and ensuring that reports remain accurate and consistent across different
development stages. Thus, understanding the persistence of PDTs is essential for effective data modeling and
governance in Looker.

6. To add dimensions to a bar chart color, what should you do to the
dimension?
A. Aggregate
B. Pivot
C. Sort
D. Format

To add dimensions to a bar chart color in Looker, pivoting the dimension is necessary. When you pivot a
dimension, it transforms the data so that each unique value of that dimension can be represented separately in
the visualization. This means that each category will be assigned a different color on the bar chart, allowing for
clear differentiation among the various dimensions.  Pivoting essentially restructures the way the data is
displayed, making it possible for the visualization to reflect multiple categories within a single chart effectively.
Without pivoting the dimension, the bar chart would only show aggregated values or a single category instead of
visualizing the nuanced variations across different dimensions.   Other actions like aggregating, sorting, or
formatting do not enable the same ability to distinguish multiple groups with different colors in the context of a
bar chart. Aggregation combines values for analysis, sorting arranges data in a specific order, and formatting
changes how data is presented but doesn’t affect the underlying structure needed for color differentiation in a
visual representation.
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7. Which dimension type creates buckets or bins from a numeric dimension?
A. Tier
B. Group
C. Range
D. Bin

The correct approach to creating buckets or bins from a numeric dimension in Looker is represented by the
concept of bins. The bin dimension type specifically allows you to group numeric values into distinct ranges,
which can help in visualizing data in a more digestible manner. Bins can be useful for analyzing data
distributions and trends by categorizing continuous data into finite segments.  In LookML, defining a bin for
numeric data enables you to categorize the values easily, facilitating insights on ranges of data rather than
individual data points. Each bin can be specified with a clear start and end range, allowing for tailored analytics
based on the dataset you are exploring.   While the other choices may pertain to grouping or organizing data,
only bins fundamentally create divisions within a numeric dimension, making it the appropriate answer in this
context.

8. How can you create a custom duration field for a created dimension group
of type: time?
A. Use standard SQL commands
B. Specify a ::string reference type
C. Specify a reference type for the dimensions in sql_start and sql_end
D. Define the duration in terms of weeks

To create a custom duration field for a created dimension group of type time, specifying a reference type for the
dimensions in sql_start and sql_end is the most appropriate approach. By defining these two dimensions, you
establish the beginning and ending points of the time frame you want to measure the duration for. This allows
Looker to calculate the difference between the two timestamps effectively.  When you set the reference types
correctly for both sql_start and sql_end, Looker understands how to compute the duration by comparing these
timestamps. This mechanism is essential for creating accurate time-based calculations, enabling users to derive
insights related to time metrics, such as the length of an event or the duration between two dates.  In contrast,
other approaches like using standard SQL commands may not integrate seamlessly within Looker's LookML
structure. Similarly, specifying a ::string reference type is not suitable for time calculations, as it would not allow
Looker to perform the necessary date arithmetic. Defining the duration in terms of weeks, while potentially
useful in specific contexts, does not encompass the broader and more flexible requirement of specifying the
start and end references necessary for general duration calculations. Hence, focusing on sql_start and sql_end
with appropriate reference types is key to achieving a precise and functional custom duration field.
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9. What is the purpose of the "$" symbol in Looker?
A. It is a placeholder for values
B. It denotes a variable
C. It indicates a mathematical operation
D. It is the Substitution Operator

The purpose of the "$" symbol in Looker primarily serves as the Substitution Operator. This operator is employed
to substitute values in LookML fields, particularly when referring to fields or dimensions in the context of derived
tables or when writing more complex LookML expressions. By using the "$" symbol, developers can dynamically
reference and replace field names or other LookML constructs, allowing for flexible and modular code.  While the
other choices contain elements related to Looker's functionality, they do not encompass the specific role of the
"$" symbol. For example, placeholders for values can be used generally in programming but aren't uniquely
represented by "$" in Looker. Similarly, while variables are important in Looker for storing data, the "$" symbol
specifically indicates substitution rather than simply denoting a variable. Lastly, while mathematical operations
occur in Looker, the "$" symbol is not exclusively used for operations but rather for substitutions that may
involve various types of expressions, including mathematical ones. Thus, identifying the "$" symbol as the
Substitution Operator clearly encapsulates its specific function within the Looker's LookML syntax.

10. Using tier in conjunction with what can result in unexpected tier buckets?
A. Dimension fill
B. Data source
C. Visualization type
D. Chart options

Using tier in conjunction with dimension fill can lead to unexpected tier buckets because dimension fill can alter
how values are grouped and displayed in the visualization. In Looker, tiers are often used to create groups or
ranges based on numerical values, allowing for dynamic categorization and bucketization of data. However,
when dimension fill is applied, it changes the structure of your data presentation based on qualitative
dimensions rather than focusing purely on the numerical values used for the tier logic.   This means that if the
data set contains multiple dimensions or categories, the tiering logic may not behave as anticipated, potentially
leading to confusion or inaccurate representations in the resulting buckets. It's essential to carefully plan how
dimension fill interacts with tiering to ensure that the visual output matches your original analytical intent.  The
other options focus on different aspects of Looker’s functionality. For example, data sources have a more
foundational role in data retrieval, visualization type concerns how data is represented rather than how it is
categorized, and chart options involve settings that adjust aesthetic or display features without directly
impacting the underlying data structure or groupings.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://lookerlookmldev.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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