LEVELS OF WAR AND AIR
FORCE OPERATIONAL
PLANNING
FUNDAMENTALS
PRACTICE EXAM (SAMPLE)

STUDY GUIDE

VISIT US ONLINE FOR
THE FULL VERSION STUDY GUIDE
https://levelsofwarafopplanning.examzify.com




Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any means, graphic,
electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, web distribution, taping, or by any
information storage retrieval system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate, complete, and timely
information about this product from reliable sources.




Table of Contents

070 )7/ T |1 1
Table of CONtENTS ... 2
INtrodUCtion .. 3
How to Use This GUIAE ... 4
QUESTIONS ..o 5
AN WIS e 8
EXPlanations ... 10

N Xt S P S oo e 15




Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn't just about
memorization, it's about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you're preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You'll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it's correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It's ideal for learners who want to:

* Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
* Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

* Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn't about getting every question right the first
time, it's about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let's begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here's how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 — 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don't just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There's no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. What is the relationship between the President and the National Security
Staff?

A. The National Security Staff frames the strategic context with guidance from
the President.

B. The President unilaterally sets strategy without NSS input.

C. The President frames the strategic context with guidance from the National
Security Staff.

D. The NSS operates independently of presidential guidance.

2. JADOC was created in response to which event?
A. 9/11 attacks
B. Gulf War
C.Y2K
D. Cuban Missile Crisis

3. What types of systems does the JADOC use for protection?

A. Radars, cameras, visual warning systems, alert aircraft, and Army air defense
artillery assets.

B. Radars, cameras, and visual warning systems.
C. Visual warning systems and alert aircraft.
D. Army air defense artillery assets only.

4. What are the expected features of future national security challenges?
A. They will be entirely unpredictable and unlike past challenges.
B. They will be identical to past challenges with minor variations.

C. They will exhibit new features but are natural products of the enduring human
condition.

D. They will be driven solely by technology with no human factors.

5. Which position is responsible for controlling assigned assets under the
supervision of the Senior Director (SD)?

A. The Battle Staff

B. The Air Weapons Officer (AWO)
C. The APM Section

D. The Mission Crew Commander
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6. What type of aircraft is mentioned in the mission?
A. F-15E
B. C-130J
C.C-17A
D. B-2 Spirit

7. What is the function of minimum risk routes (MRR)?
A. Emergency landing strips only.
B. Active air routes that allow military aircraft to safely fly their missions.
C. Special weather corridors for civilian airliners.
D. Training routes for new pilots.

8. AFFORGEN aims to deliver readiness and what else?
A. Readiness and recovery while maintaining a predictable force.
B. Readiness and excessive spending.
C. Readiness and rapid decommissioning.
D. Readiness and contractor reliance.

9. How did NORAD's mission change after September 11th?

A. It was altered to address threats originating from within the continental
United States.

B. It shifted focus to air quality monitoring in major cities.
C. It expanded to include maritime surveillance worldwide.
D. It dissolved and merged with another defense command.

10. What is the purpose of Special Instructions (SPINS)?

A. To provide specific guidance and instructions for operations that may not be
covered in standard documents.

B. To summarize all standard operating procedures into one document.
C. To outline logistical supply chain details for routine activities.
D. To replace operational plans with general guidelines.
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Explanations




1. What is the relationship between the President and the National Security
Staff?

A. The National Security Staff frames the strategic context with guidance from
the President.

B. The President unilaterally sets strategy without NSS input.

C. The President frames the strategic context with quidance from the National
Security Staff.

D. The NSS operates independently of presidential guidance.

The key idea is that the President sets the overall direction for national security and uses the National Security
Staff as the White House staff that provides integrated guidance, analysis, and options to inform that direction.
The NSS gathers input from across the interagency, analyzes risks, and frames issues in a way that aligns with
the President’s goals. In this relationship, the President provides the strategic purpose and priorities, while the
NSS supplies the structured guidance, coherence, and recommended courses of action to help shape the
President’s framing of the strategic context. The NSS does not operate independently or set strategy on its own,
and it does not act without presidential guidance. This collaboration ensures a unified, well-supported approach
to national security policy.

2. JADOC was created in response to which event?
A. 9/11 attacks
B. Gulf War
C.Y2K
D. Cuban Missile Crisis

Gaps in joint air defense and command-and-control highlighted by a major national crisis led to creating a
centralized Joint Air Defense Operations Center. After the 9/11 attacks, it became clear that protecting U.S.
airspace required a fused, real-time view of all sensors and threats, coordinated decision-making across
services, and a single point of authority to direct intercepts and defensive actions. The JADOC serves as that
hub, bringing together radar data, fighter coordination, and civil-security information to provide a rapid, unified
response to airborne threats. This structure helps ensure timely, coordinated actions rather than fragmented or
delayed responses across different agencies. The other events didn't instigate this particular reform; they
happened in different contexts and phases of defense planning.

3. What types of systems does the JADOC use for protection?

A. Radars, cameras, visual warning systems, alert aircraft, and Army air defense
artillery assets.

B. Radars, cameras, and visual warning systems.
C. Visual warning systems and alert aircraft.
D. Army air defense artillery assets only.

JADOC protection relies on a layered defense that combines sensors, warning, and response assets to detect,
verify, warn, and defeat threats. Radars provide broad surveillance and target tracking, while cameras offer
visual confirmation and coverage in gaps where radar might miss. Visual warning systems disseminate timely
alerts to forces and controllers, helping coordinate a rapid, informed response. Alert aircraft add an airborne
layer that can quickly respond to threats, and Army air defense artillery assets provide the kinetic engagement
capability to intercept and destroy targets that penetrate earlier layers. Together, these components form an
integrated protection posture, which is why including all of them—radars, cameras, visual warning systems, alert
aircraft, and Army air defense artillery assets—best reflects JADOC's protective approach. The other options
omit one or more of these elements, failing to capture the full defense spectrum JADOC employs.
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4. What are the expected features of future national security challenges?
A. They will be entirely unpredictable and unlike past challenges.
B. They will be identical to past challenges with minor variations.

C. They will exhibit new features but are natural products of the enduring human
condition.

D. They will be driven solely by technology with no human factors.

Future national security challenges will present new features shaped by advancing technology and
interconnected networks, such as cyber threats, space-enabled risks, information operations, and multi-domain
warfare. Yet these innovations arise within the framework of persistent human behavior and political
dynamics—competition, coercion, misperception, decision-making under uncertainty, and the quest for power
and resources. The correct view recognizes both novelty and continuity: threats will look different in how they
manifest, but their roots lie in the enduring human condition and strategic aims. Why the other ideas don't fit:
challenges aren't entirely unpredictable or unlike the past, as history shows patterns and recurring dynamics
even when technologies change. They aren't identical to past challenges with only minor variations, because
new domains and methods introduce meaningful differences. And threats aren't driven solely by technology with
no human factors—technology amplifies capabilities, but it's human choices, policy, and strategy that determine
how threats emerge and are countered.

5. Which position is responsible for controlling assigned assets under the
supervision of the Senior Director (SD)?

A. The Battle Staff

B. The Air Weapons Officer (AWO)
C. The APM Section

D. The Mission Crew Commander

The ability to control assigned assets during mission execution under supervision rests with the Air Weapons
Officer. The Air Weapons Officer serves as the weapons employment and asset control authority on the mission,
tracking the status of munitions and other payloads, ensuring correct configuration, and making day-to-day
decisions about how those assets are employed. This role operates under the Senior Director's oversight,
providing a direct link between asset status and mission execution. The Battle Staff focuses on command and
control and coordination of the overall operation, not the hands-on control of specific assets. The APM Section
handles planning, analysis, and resource management within the program and planning processes, rather than
real-time asset control. The Mission Crew Commander leads the crew and conducts flight operations, but the
actual management and employment of assigned assets fall to the Air Weapons Officer, under the SD’s
supervision.
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6. What type of aircraft is mentioned in the mission?
A. F-15E
B. C-130J
C.C-17A
D. B-2 Spirit

The key idea here is matching aircraft capabilities to the mission’s needs. If the mission mentions moving troops
and equipment into smaller or austere airfields with the ability to operate quickly and flexibly, a tactical airlift
platform like the C-130J is the best fit. It's designed for short-field operations, rapid troop and cargo movement,
and versatility in austere environments, exactly the kind of capability often highlighted in operational planning
for frontline or contested settings. The other aircraft serve different roles. A fighter-bomber focuses on combat
aircraft missions rather than lift and resupply. A strategic bomber is built for long-range, high-value strikes
rather than routine airlift. A larger strategic airlifter can move big cargo and operate over longer distances but
isn't as well suited for the frequent, smaller, austere-field movements that the C-130J handles best. So the
mission’s described needs align most closely with the C-130J.

7. What is the function of minimum risk routes (MRR)?
A. Emergency landing strips only.
B. Active air routes that allow military aircraft to safely fly their missions.

C. Special weather corridors for civilian airliners.
D. Training routes for new pilots.

Minimum risk routes are predefined air corridors chosen to keep military aircraft out of the highest-threat areas
and hazards, providing a safer path for operations. By planning routes where threat levels, weather, and airspace
constraints are favorable, these corridors offer a predictable, deconflicted way to move forces, preserve aircrews,
and maintain mission tempo. This is why the function is about enabling military aircraft to safely fly their
missions along active, low-risk routes. They're not just emergency landing strips, civilian weather corridors, or
training paths for new pilots.

8. AFFORGEN aims to deliver readiness and what else?

A. Readiness and recovery while maintaining a predictable force.

B. Readiness and excessive spending.
C. Readiness and rapid decommissioning.
D. Readiness and contractor reliance.

AFFORGEN is about balancing how we generate forces today with how we reset and sustain them for the future.
The idea is to keep forces ready to fight now, while also restoring and resetting them after deployments and
operations so they don't degrade over time. At the same time, it emphasizes a predictable force structure—stable
manpower, equipment, and readiness levels—so planners can budget, train, and equip with confidence over a
multi-year horizon. This combination supports both immediate capability and long-term sustainability. The
other options miss this balance: spending aggressively isn't the objective, rapid decommissioning would erode
capability, and relying on contractors shifts core capabilities away from organic force generation. The essence of
AFFORGEN is readiness plus a reliable recovery path within a predictable force.

Sample study guide, visit https://levelsofwarafopplanning.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



9. How did NORAD's mission change after September 11th?

A. It was altered to address threats originating from within the continental
United States.

B. It shifted focus to air quality monitoring in major cities.

C. It expanded to include maritime surveillance worldwide.
D. It dissolved and merged with another defense command.

After September 11th, NORAD's focus shifted to homeland defense, specifically defending the continental United
States by detecting and intercepting threats that could originate within U.S. airspace. This expanded role means
better real-time airspace awareness, warning, and coordination with the FAA and other agencies to rapidly
identify and intercept potentially hostile aircraft. The other ideas don't fit the mission NORAD took on—there's no
shift to air quality monitoring, global maritime surveillance, or dissolving into another command.

10. What is the purpose of Special Instructions (SPINS)?

A. To provide specific quidance and instructions for operations that may not be
covered in standard documents.

B. To summarize all standard operating procedures into one document.
C. To outline logistical supply chain details for routine activities.
D. To replace operational plans with general guidelines.

Special Instructions are used to provide concrete, operation-specific guidance that standard documents don't
cover. They tailor procedures to a particular mission or environment, addressing unique requirements,
conditions, or exceptions and often reflecting evolving threats or constraints. This makes SPINS time-sensitive
and actionable for the specific operation, rather than a broad compilation or replacement of established plans.
They augment planning by filling gaps, not by summarizing all SOPs, replacing operational plans with generic
guidelines, or focusing solely on routine logistics.
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we'd love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://levelsofwarafopplanning.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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