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1. Which court case determined that neither the Code
Enforcement Board nor other third parties can petition a
court to compel a local government to initiate a code
enforcement action?

A. City of Miami v. Boulware

B. Trianon Park Condominium v. City of Hialeah
C. Wendy Fong v. Town of Bay Harbor Islands
D. State of Florida v. City of Hialeah

2. In the context of the board, how is the violation enforced?
A. Through local ordinances only
B. By issuing orders with the force of law
C. By notifying the public
D. Through mediation processes

3. What is the minimum size of a Code Enforcement Board for
a jurisdiction with a population of less than 5,000?

A. A five-member board
B. A three-member board
C. A seven-member board
D. An at-large panel

4. The decision to investigate and subsequently cite, or not
cite, an alleged violator for a code enforcement violation is
classified as

A. Mandatory
B. Discretionary
C. Regulatory
D. Obligatory

5. What should be stated when evidence of service is
presented?

A. The method of delivery must be documented
B. All notices must be printed
C. Witnesses must testify

D. Everyone must receive notice in person
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6. Which section of Chapter 120 outlines the administrative
proceedings relevant to hearsay in code enforcement?

A. Section 1
B. Section 2
C. Section 3
D. Section 4

7. Under what condition may a Code Inspector serve notice by
leaving it at the violator's residence?

A. It must be left with any adult resident

B. It must be left with a resident who is over 15 years old
C. It can be left with a neighbor

D. It can be left with the property owner

8. What guides the substance of all Code Enforcement Board
Hearings?

A. Chapter 90, Florida Statutes Evidence Code
B. Chapter 162, Florida Statutes

C. Local Government Ethics Ordinances

D. Department of Health Regulations

9. What is required for a Code Inspector to issue a citation
according to section 162.21, Fla Stat.?

A. Consultation with legal counsel

B. Personal investigation to establish reasonable cause
C. Written complaint from a neighbor

D. Verification by a jurisdictional authority

10. Which of the following is NOT an example of material
facts in code enforcement?

A. Identity of the owner

B. The Code provision

C. Personal opinions of the neighbors

D. Whether there was a violation of a Code provision
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Sample study guide. Visit https://legalissuescodeenforcement.examzify.com for the full version 5



WPEOPEPET

.c .
@]

)

NORNAUTARWN -

Sample study guide. Visit https://legalissuescodeenforcement.examzify.com for the full version 6



Explanations
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1. Which court case determined that neither the Code
Enforcement Board nor other third parties can petition a
court to compel a local government to initiate a code
enforcement action?

A. City of Miami v. Boulware

B. Trianon Park Condominium v. City of Hialeah
C. Wendy Fong v. Town of Bay Harbor Islands
D. State of Florida v. City of Hialeah

The case of Trianon Park Condominium v. City of Hialeah is significant because it
established that neither the Code Enforcement Board nor third parties have the legal
standing to compel a local government to initiate a code enforcement action. This ruling
emphasizes the discretion that local governments have in deciding whether or not to
pursue enforcement of their codes, thereby protecting local entities from potential
overreach by other parties or bodies. The court recognized the local government’s
authority and autonomy in handling code enforcement matters, affirming that such
decisions are generally within the realm of administrative discretion, rather than a
judicial mandate. This principle is crucial for understanding the balance of power in local
governance and the limitations on external pressures regarding enforcement actions.

2. In the context of the board, how is the violation enforced?
A. Through local ordinances only

B. By issuing orders with the force of law
C. By notifying the public
D. Through mediation processes

The enforcement of a violation within the context of the board is accomplished by issuing
orders that carry the force of law. This means that when a violation is identified, the
board has the authority to issue formal orders or directives that are legally binding. Such
orders may require individuals or entities to comply with specific regulations or rectify
violations within a certain timeframe. The legal weight of these orders is essential for
ensuring compliance and maintaining public safety and welfare. In this enforcement
process, the board acts as an official entity with the power to uphold the law, making it
necessary for those subject to the orders to take them seriously. The legitimacy behind
these orders allows the board to enforce compliance effectively, and failure to adhere can
result in further legal repercussions. Local ordinances, public notifications, or mediation
processes may play supportive roles in the overall regulatory framework, but they do not
have the same binding legal authority as the orders issued by the board. This distinction
underscores why the issuance of orders with the force of law is a primary method of
enforcing violations.

Sample study guide. Visit https://legalissuescodeenforcement.examzify.com for the full version 8



3. What is the minimum size of a Code Enforcement Board for
a jurisdiction with a population of less than 5,000?

A. A five-member board
B. A three-member board
C. A seven-member board
D. An at-large panel

For a jurisdiction with a population of less than 5,000, the minimum requirement for the
size of a Code Enforcement Board is a five-member board. This requirement is typically
established to ensure adequate representation and a diversity of perspectives within the
board. A five-member configuration allows for a sufficient number of members to discuss
and review cases thoroughly while also maintaining a quorum for decision-making
processes. Jurisdictions operating with smaller populations often still need a robust
mechanism for handling code enforcement issues, and a five-member board strikes a
balance between being manageable and sufficiently able to fulfill its responsibilities
effectively. Such regulations are usually codified in local or state laws governing the
establishment and operation of Code Enforcement Boards, reflecting the legislative

intent to maintain an appropriate level of oversight and community involvement in code
enforcement matters.

4. The decision to investigate and subsequently cite, or not
cite, an alleged violator for a code enforcement violation is
classified as .

A. Mandatory
B. Discretionary

C. Regulatory
D. Obligatory

The decision to investigate and cite an alleged violator for a code enforcement violation
is classified as discretionary because it is based on the judgment and reasoning of the
code enforcement officer or agency involved. Discretion allows the officer to weigh
various factors, such as the severity of the violation, the context of the situation, and the
potential impact on the community, before deciding to take action. This process
involves assessing whether it is appropriate to initiate an investigation or issue a
citation, which reflects the level of discretion afforded to enforcement officials. In many
cases, officers may encounter violations that could warrant action but choose not to cite
them for various reasons, such as the potential for remedial action being taken by the
property owner or the violation being minor in nature. The other options—mandatory,
regulatory, and obligatory—do not accurately reflect this aspect of enforcement
decision-making. Mandatory would imply that an investigation or citation must occur in
every case, which is not how code enforcement typically operates. Regulatory suggests a
formal set of rules that dictates outcomes solely on the basis of the violation itself, which
overlooks the officer's judgment. Obligatory indicates that there is a required action,
which contradicts the discretionary nature of these decisions where choice plays a
significant role.
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5. What should be stated when evidence of service is
presented?

A. The method of delivery must be documented
B. All notices must be printed

C. Witnesses must testify
D. Everyone must receive notice in person

When evidence of service is presented, it is essential to document the method of delivery.
This is vital because it establishes that the parties involved were duly notified, which is a
core requirement in legal proceedings. Proper documentation of how service was
accomplished (such as via personal delivery, mail, or electronic means) not only validates
the process but also ensures that there is a reliable record that can be referred to in case
of disputes or questions regarding the adequacy of notice. The other statements do not
reflect the necessary components for establishing proper evidence of service. While it
might be beneficial for notices to be printed, this is not a requirement in every case, as
electronic formats may also suffice. Witness testimony is not a requirement for the
documentation of service unless specifically necessary for a case. Additionally, personal
delivery to everyone is not mandatory; there are various acceptable methods for
providing notice, depending on the legal context and applicable regulations. Hence, the
focus on the method of delivery is critical in affirming the legitimacy of the service
process.

6. Which section of Chapter 120 outlines the administrative
proceedings relevant to hearsay in code enforcement?

A. Section 1
B. Section 2
C. Section 3
D. Section 4

The correct choice is C, as Section 3 of Chapter 120 specifically deals with administrative
proceedings and includes provisions related to the admissibility and considerations of
hearsay evidence in code enforcement cases. This section is significant because it
clarifies how hearsay is handled within the context of code enforcement proceedings,
ensuring that such matters are addressed in a way that maintains the integrity of the
legal process while also providing guidance on how hearsay can be presented and
evaluated. Understanding this section is crucial for code enforcement officials, legal
practitioners, and entities involved in enforcement actions, as it sets the rules under
which evidence may be admitted or rejected in hearings. This ensures that proceedings
are fair and based on reliable evidence, ultimately supporting the pursuit of justice and
compliance with regulations. Other sections may address different aspects of code
enforcement or administrative procedures but do not focus specifically on the nuances of
hearsay evidence, which is why they are not the right choice in this context.
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7. Under what condition may a Code Inspector serve notice by
leaving it at the violator's residence?

A. It must be left with any adult resident
B. It must be left with a resident who is over 15 years old
C. It can be left with a neighbor

D. It can be left with the property owner

The correct answer indicates that a Code Inspector may serve notice by leaving it at the
violator's residence specifically with a resident who is over 15 years old. This is rooted in
the legal principle that the recipient of the notice should be of sufficient age and
maturity to understand the content of the notice and respond appropriately. In many
jurisdictions, serving notice to a minor, especially someone younger than 15, would not
guarantee that the notice is acknowledged or acted upon properly. In contrast, the other
options might not fulfill the legal requirement for effective communication of the notice.
For instance, leaving the notice with any adult resident could potentially lead to
misunderstandings if the resident is not the violator or is unaware of the situation.
Similarly, leaving it with a neighbor or simply any resident might not ensure that the
intended recipient receives the notice in a timely and recognized manner. The intent of
legal notice is to ensure that the violator is fully aware of the infraction, and serving it to
someone who is too young or not directly involved may not achieve that goal.

8. What guides the substance of all Code Enforcement Board
Hearings?

A. Chapter 90, Florida Statutes Evidence Code
B. Chapter 162, Florida Statutes
C. Local Government Ethics Ordinances

D. Department of Health Regulations

The correct choice is guided by Chapter 162 of the Florida Statutes. This chapter
specifically outlines the legal framework and procedural guidelines for code enforcement
boards in Florida, including how hearings are conducted, the powers granted to the
board, and the rights of property owners and residents involved in code enforcement
disputes. Chapter 162 serves as the foundational legal authority for these boards,
establishing their roles and responsibilities in enforcing local ordinances related to
property maintenance and zoning. The statute ensures that hearings are held in a fair
and orderly manner, detailing notification processes, evidence presentation, and the
potential outcomes of the hearings. The other options, while relevant to different areas
of law, do not specifically provide the guiding rules for Code Enforcement Board
Hearings. For instance, local government ethics ordinances may address conduct within
government operations but do not directly pertain to the procedures of code enforcement
hearings. Similarly, health regulations pertain specifically to public health issues and do
not cover the procedures or content governing code enforcement activities.
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9. What is required for a Code Inspector to issue a citation
according to section 162.21, Fla Stat.?

A. Consultation with legal counsel
B. Personal investigation to establish reasonable cause

C. Written complaint from a neighbor
D. Verification by a jurisdictional authority

The correct answer highlights that a Code Inspector must conduct a personal
investigation to establish reasonable cause before issuing a citation according to section
162.21 of the Florida Statutes. This requirement is fundamental to ensure that there is
sufficient evidence that a code violation has actually occurred. By personally
investigating, the inspector is able to gather facts, assess the situation firsthand, and
determine whether the conditions necessitating enforcement actions are present. This
approach helps to maintain fairness and due process in code enforcement by ensuring
that citations are based on verified information rather than hearsay or unsubstantiated
reports. Such procedural rigor is crucial in upholding the integrity of the code
enforcement process, which ultimately protects property owners and residents' rights. In
contrast, options that involve consultation with legal counsel, written complaints from
neighbors, or verification by jurisdictional authorities do not independently empower a
Code Inspector to issue a citation. While these steps might play supportive roles in the
process, the essential requirement is the inspector's own thorough investigation to
confirm that a violation exists before any enforcement action is taken.

10. Which of the following is NOT an example of material
facts in code enforcement?

A. Identity of the owner
B. The Code provision
C. Personal opinions of the neighbors

D. Whether there was a violation of a Code provision

In the context of code enforcement, material facts are those that have significance in
determining the outcome of a case or situation, particularly regarding the enforcement
of regulations. The identity of the owner, the specific code provision in question, and
whether there was a violation of that provision are all factual elements that directly
impact enforcement decisions. Personal opinions of neighbors, on the other hand, do not
constitute material facts. While these opinions can provide context or indicate
community sentiment, they are subjective and do not have a direct bearing on whether a
code violation has occurred or on the legal implications of such a violation. In a code
enforcement scenario, decisions must be made based on objective, factual information
rather than personal beliefs or opinions, which may vary widely and may not be rooted in
verifiable evidence. This distinction is crucial for maintaining objectivity and fairness in
the enforcement process.
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