LEED Green Associate
Practice Test (Sample)

Study Guide

BY EXAMZIFY

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. Visit https://leedgreenassociate.examzify.com




Copyright © 2025 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain from reliable
sources accurate, complete, and timely information about this product.

Sample study guide. Visit https://leedgreenassociate.examzify.com for the full version



Questions

Sample study guide. Visit https://leedgreenassociate.examzify.com for the full version



1. What is one method to manage construction indoor air
quality?

A. Store materials outside
B. Use volatile organic compounds
C. Control tobacco smoke

D. Employ solely traditional cleaning methods

2. Which strategy can help maximize open space in site
design?

A. Reducing foot traffic areas
B. Creating green roofs and terraces

C. Building more concrete structures
D. Minimizing vegetation

3. What characterizes 'regenerative buildings'?
A. Houses built solely from recycled materials
B. Closed systems utilizing only the resources they produce

C. Green buildings that have no impact on the environment
D. Buildings with excessive energy consumption

4. Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of transient
occupants?

A. Spend less than 40 hours per week in building
B. Have an FTE value based on hours worked

C. Always contribute to the building's energy use
D. Have fixed FTE values regardless of presence

5. What aspect do VOCs negatively impact in indoor
environments?

A. Temperature
B. Lighting

C. Air quality
D. Noise levels
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6. What is the project size requirement for LEED ND?
A. At least 1 habitable building and no larger than 1000 acres
B. At least 2 habitable buildings but no larger than 1500 acres
C. At least 3 habitable buildings and not to exceed 2000 acres
D. Any size of habitable buildings allowed

7. Which category is essential for assessing the health and
comfort of occupants in a building?

A. Indoor environmental quality
B. Location and transportation
C. Energy and atmosphere

D. Sustainable sites

8. What does the Indoor Environmental Quality credit
category emphasize?

A. Air quality and lighting quality
B. Water use reduction
C. Site management

D. Renewable energy sources

9. What is the point threshold required to achieve LEED
certification?

A. 30 points
B. 40 points
C. 50 points
D. 60 points

10. What is the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) within the
USGBC responsible for?

A. Conducting financial audits

B. Making consensus-based decisions and recommending
technical solutions

C. Oversight of the LEED certification process

D. Providing marketing support for green products
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Explanations
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1. What is one method to manage construction indoor air
quality?
A. Store materials outside
B. Use volatile organic compounds
C. Control tobacco smoke

D. Employ solely traditional cleaning methods

Managing indoor air quality during construction is vital for the health and safety of
workers and future occupants. Controlling tobacco smoke is an effective method to
enhance indoor air quality. Tobacco smoke contains a multitude of harmful chemicals
that can compromise air quality and pose significant health risks. By implementing a
no-smoking policy or designated smoking areas away from workspaces, projects can
significantly reduce the risk of pollutants infiltrating the indoor environment. This
approach contributes to creating a healthier indoor atmosphere, ensuring compliance
with health standards and enhancing overall project sustainability. It underscores the
commitment to wellness in the built environment, aligning with LEED's focus on
maintaining high air quality standards. Other methods, such as storing materials
outside, could lead to exposure to weather elements and contaminants. Using volatile
organic compounds would likely introduce harmful chemicals into the indoor
environment, negatively impacting air quality. Likewise, employing solely traditional
cleaning methods may not adequately address the specific needs for maintaining air
quality in a modern construction setting, especially when there are more effective, green
alternatives available.

2. Which strategy can help maximize open space in site
design?

A. Reducing foot traffic areas
B. Creating green roofs and terraces

C. Building more concrete structures
D. Minimizing vegetation

Creating green roofs and terraces is a highly effective strategy for maximizing open
space in site design. This approach not only allows for the utilization of roof surfaces for
green spaces, which can offer recreational and ecological benefits, but it also helps in
reducing the heat island effect in urban areas. By integrating vegetation on rooftops and
terraces, the need for ground-level open space may be reduced, allowing for other land
uses while still providing accessible green areas for occupants and the surrounding
environment. The other strategies listed do not contribute positively to maximizing open
space. For instance, reducing foot traffic areas may inhibit access and discourage
interaction with outdoor spaces, while building more concrete structures would actually
increase impermeable surfaces and diminish open areas. Minimizing vegetation would
lead to a lack of greenery, which does not promote the idea of open space in site design.
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3. What characterizes 'regenerative buildings'?
A. Houses built solely from recycled materials

B. Closed systems utilizing only the resources they produce
C. Green buildings that have no impact on the environment
D. Buildings with excessive energy consumption

Regenerative buildings are characterized by closed systems that utilize only the
resources they produce. This concept emphasizes the idea of buildings that not only use
resources sustainably but also generate their own energy and resources, contributing
positively to their environment rather than diminishing it. These structures are
designed to create a balance with their surroundings, harnessing natural energy flows
and perhaps returning more to the ecosystem than they take. By integrating renewable
energy sources, managing water efficiently, and promoting biodiversity, regenerative
buildings go beyond sustainability. They aim to restore and enhance the ecological
balance in their respective environments. The other options do not align with the
principles of regenerative buildings. While using recycled materials is beneficial, it
doesn't define a regenerative approach. Green buildings can mitigate their impact but
may not achieve regeneration. Lastly, buildings with excessive energy consumption are
counterproductive to the goals of sustainability and regeneration. These distinctions
clarify why the focus on closed systems is central to the definition of regenerative
buildings.

4. Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of transient
occupants?

A. Spend less than 40 hours per week in building
B. Have an FTE value based on hours worked

C. Always contribute to the building's energy use
D. Have fixed FTE values regardless of presence

The correct answer is that having fixed FTE (Full-Time Equivalent) values regardless of
presence is not a characteristic of transient occupants. Transient occupants refer to
individuals who do not consistently occupy a building space for long durations, such as
visitors, temporary employees, or part-time workers. Their patterns of use can vary based
on their schedule and presence, which is why FTE values for them are often adjusted
based on actual hours spent in the building. Having fixed FTE values does not
accurately represent the fluctuating nature of transient occupants because it overlooks
how their energy contribution and presence can change. This characteristic is important
for accurately assessing energy use and occupancy in building performance metrics.

The other options describe aspects that are indeed relevant to transient occupants. For
instance, they spend less than 40 hours per week in a building, have variable FTE values
that depend on their hours worked, and may contribute to energy use, but their
contribution can be inconsistent based on their presence in the space.
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5. What aspect do VOCs negatively impact in indoor
environments?

A. Temperature
B. Lighting
C. Air quality

D. Noise levels

Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) are harmful chemicals that can significantly affect
indoor air quality. When emitted from various sources such as paints, cleaning agents,
building materials, and furnishings, VOCs contribute to poor air quality, which can lead
to health issues for occupants. Exposure to VOCs can cause a range of symptoms,
including headaches, dizziness, respiratory problems, and more serious long-term health
effects. Maintaining good air quality is essential in indoor environments, especially in
buildings where people spend a significant amount of time. This is why managing VOC
emissions is a critical aspect of sustainable building practices, as it ensures a healthier
living and working environment for occupants. The other options do not encapsulate the
primary concern associated with VOCs, as they primarily relate to topics other than air
quality.

6. What is the project size requirement for LEED ND?
A. At least 1 habitable building and no larger than 1000 acres

B. At least 2 habitable buildings but no larger than 1500 acres
C. At least 3 habitable buildings and not to exceed 2000 acres

D. Any size of habitable buildings allowed

The project size requirement for LEED for Neighborhood Development (LEED ND) is that
there must be at least 2 habitable buildings, and the total area cannot exceed 1500 acres.
This criterion is set to ensure that the project achieves a certain density and interaction
of mixed uses, which is a fundamental aspect of sustainable neighborhood design
promoted by LEED ND. Having a minimum number of habitable buildings helps foster a
sense of community and encourages walking or biking rather than reliance on vehicles,
which aligns with the goals of reducing environmental impact and promoting social
interaction. Additionally, setting a maximum size in terms of acreage allows for better
management of resources and development practices that adhere to sustainable trends.
Options suggesting only one habitable building, three or more, or allowing any size would
not meet the established requirements of the LEED ND framework, which emphasizes the
importance of scale and connectivity in developing sustainable neighborhoods.
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7. Which category is essential for assessing the health and
comfort of occupants in a building?

A. Indoor environmental quality
B. Location and transportation

C. Energy and atmosphere
D. Sustainable sites

The correct answer is focused on Indoor Environmental Quality, as this category directly
addresses factors that significantly impact the health and comfort of building occupants.
This includes considerations such as air quality, lighting, acoustic performance, and
thermal comfort. These elements contribute to the overall wellbeing of individuals within
a space, reducing health risks and enhancing productivity and satisfaction. While the
other categories are crucial to various aspects of building performance and
sustainability, they do not specifically prioritize the direct impact on occupants' health
and comfort. For instance, Location and Transportation deals with how a building
interacts with its surroundings and access to public transportation. Energy and
Atmosphere emphasizes energy efficiency and performance, which indirectly contributes
to comfort but does not focus on occupants' needs. Sustainable Sites pertains to the
ecological management of the land and site-related factors, but it also lacks a direct
emphasis on indoor conditions that affect human health. Thus, Indoor Environmental
Quality stands out as the essential category for assessing how the indoor environment
influences occupant wellbeing.

8. What does the Indoor Environmental Quality credit
category emphasize?

A. Air quality and lighting quality
B. Water use reduction

C. Site management
D. Renewable energy sources

The Indoor Environmental Quality credit category emphasizes enhancing the quality of
the indoor environment for occupants. This is primarily achieved through the
improvement of air quality and lighting quality. By focusing on elements such as
ventilation, thermal comfort, and the use of low-emitting materials, this category aims to
create healthier and more productive indoor spaces. Air quality is critical because it
directly affects occupants' health, comfort, and productivity. Similarly, appropriate
lighting—both natural and artificial—contributes to well-being and can impact mood and
performance. This category, therefore, underscores the importance of providing a
well-designed indoor environment that supports the well-being of building occupants.
The other choices focus on different aspects of sustainability. Water use reduction
pertains to the conservation and efficient use of water resources. Site management
involves considerations related to the building's location and its impact on the
surrounding environment. Renewable energy sources address sustainable energy
practices but do not fall under the specific goal of enhancing indoor environments. Thus,
the focus on air quality and lighting quality distinctly aligns with the objectives of the
Indoor Environmental Quality credit category.
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9. What is the point threshold required to achieve LEED
certification?

A. 30 points
B. 40 points
C. 50 points
D. 60 points

The point threshold required to achieve LEED certification is indeed 40 points. This
standard ensures that a project meets a minimum level of sustainability performance
across various categories, such as energy efficiency, water usage, indoor environmental
quality, and sustainable site development. Points are earned through various strategies
and practices embraced by a project, and reaching this threshold signifies a commitment
to environmentally responsible design and construction practices. While 30 points
might indicate a level of achievement, it does not meet the standard for certification. The
options beyond 40 points represent higher tiers within the LEED certification system,
such as Silver or Gold certifications, which require more points to recognize outstanding
performance.

10. What is the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) within the
USGBC responsible for?

A. Conducting financial audits

B. Making consensus-based decisions and recommending
technical solutions

C. Oversight of the LEED certification process
D. Providing marketing support for green products

The Technical Advisory Group (TAG) within the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC)
plays a crucial role in the development and refinement of technical standards and
guidance related to LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) certification.
TAG members, comprised of experts in various fields, are tasked with making
consensus-based decisions that address technical issues, recommend improvements to
credit requirements, and provide technical solutions to enhance the building certification
process. This collaborative approach ensures that the LEED program remains
scientifically sound, relevant, and effective in promoting sustainable building practices.
The importance of the TAG lies in its ability to leverage expertise and drive innovation
through informed recommendations, making this choice the correct one. The other
options are focused on very specific areas that do not align with the primary function of
the TAG. Financial audits are not within the purview of the TAG, as their work is centered
on technical aspects rather than financial oversight. Oversight of the LEED certification
process does not accurately reflect TAG's role; that responsibility is generally handled by
other bodies within USGBC. Lastly, marketing support for green products falls outside
the technical focus of the TAG, which is dedicated to the development and
recommendation of technical criteria, rather than promotional activities.
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