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1. How many rating systems are available for LEED building
operations and maintenance?

A. 4
B. 6
C.8
D. 10

2. What is a primary goal when reducing impervious
hardscapes on a site?

A. To expand the building footprint

B. To enhance water absorption and reduce runoff
C. To add more parking spaces
D. To limit plant diversity

3. What does light trespass refer to?

A. The amount of light absorbed by a surface

B. The spillage of light across a project boundary
C. The effective use of light sources indoors

D. The brightness of light fixtures at night

4. Which of the following is a goal of the Location and
Transportation (LT) credits?

A. Reduce operational energy use
B. Encourage smart growth

C. Enhance indoor air quality

D. Promote renewable energy use

5. What does reclaimed water refer to?

A. Water that is sourced directly from rivers

B. Wastewater that has been treated and purified for
nonpotable uses

C. Water used solely for irrigation purposes
D. Untreated water from rainfall
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6. What does the regional priority credit in LEED signify?
A. A credit that prioritizes international projects

B. A credit that obtains additional points for important regional
credits

C. A credit exclusively for LEED-ND projects
D. A credit that guarantees funding for projects

7. To achieve LEED Silver certification, how many points are
required?

A. 40 points
B. 50 points
C. 60 points
D. 70 points

8. Which of the following defines rapidly renewable
materials?

A. Materials that last for over 50 years

B. Materials that can be grown, harvested, and manufactured in
under ten years

C. Materials designed for recycling after initial use
D. Materials sourced from non-renewable resources

9. What is the point threshold to achieve LEED Platinum
certification?

A. 60 points
B. 70 points
C. 80 points
D. 90 points

10. What rating systems are available for LEED for homes?
A. 1
B. 2
C.3
D. 4
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1. How many rating systems are available for LEED building
operations and maintenance?

A. 4
B.6
C.8
D. 10

The correct number of rating systems available for LEED building operations and
maintenance, which includes the focus on existing buildings, is indeed six. These rating
systems are tailored to different aspects of building operation and maintenance, such as
Energy and Atmosphere, Indoor Environmental Quality, and Sustainable Sites, among
others. This comprehensive approach allows building operators and managers to target
specific performance improvements and sustainability practices within their facilities.
Knowing that there are only six distinct systems helps clarify the structure within LEED
for existing buildings, as new developments or specific project types may not require as
many distinct rating frameworks. Each of the available systems emphasizes continuous
improvement in sustainability practices, making it essential for practitioners to
familiarize themselves with each one. The other options exceed the actual number of
available rating systems in this category, which can lead to confusion regarding the
extent of LEED's offerings for building operations and maintenance. Therefore,
recognizing the six systems helps reinforce the concept of focused and achievable
sustainability goals in the context of existing buildings.

2. What is a primary goal when reducing impervious
hardscapes on a site?

A. To expand the building footprint
B. To enhance water absorption and reduce runoff

C. To add more parking spaces
D. To limit plant diversity

The primary goal when reducing impervious hardscapes on a site is indeed to enhance
water absorption and reduce runoff. Impervious surfaces, such as concrete or asphalt,
prevent water from being absorbed into the ground, leading to increased surface runoff,
which can contribute to flooding, erosion, and water quality issues. By decreasing the
amount of these surfaces, a site can allow more water to infiltrate the soil, promoting
groundwater recharge and improving overall site hydrology. Moreover, reducing
impervious areas can create space for green infrastructure, such as rain gardens,
permeable pavements, and vegetated swales, which can further manage stormwater
effectively. This approach not only helps with ecological balance but also contributes to a
more sustainable urban environment. Options focused on expanding the building
footprint, adding more parking spaces, and limiting plant diversity do not align with
sustainable practices aimed at enhancing environmental quality or managing
stormwater. Instead, these choices may lead to negative impacts on site hydrology and
biodiversity.
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3. What does light trespass refer to?
A. The amount of light absorbed by a surface
B. The spillage of light across a project boundary
C. The effective use of light sources indoors
D. The brightness of light fixtures at night

Light trespass refers to the unintended spillage of light beyond the intended boundaries
of a property, such as light spilling into adjacent properties or areas not meant to be
illuminated. This concept is particularly significant in discussions about minimizing light
pollution and creating respectful transitions between different lighting environments,
especially in residential areas. Effective management and design of outdoor lighting can
help mitigate light trespass, making B the correct choice. While other options touch on
various aspects of lighting, they do not accurately capture the definition of light trespass.
The absorption of light by surfaces, effective uses of indoor lighting, and the brightness
of fixtures at night are all relevant to the broader topic of lighting design but do not
specifically address the phenomenon of light crossing property lines inappropriately.

4. Which of the following is a goal of the Location and
Transportation (LT) credits?

A. Reduce operational energy use
B. Encourage smart growth

C. Enhance indoor air quality
D. Promote renewable energy use

The choice that focuses on encouraging smart growth aligns perfectly with the goals of
the Location and Transportation (LT) credits within the LEED framework. Smart growth
principles aim to limit urban sprawl by promoting development in urban areas that
already have infrastructure in place. This strategy helps to reduce the environmental
impact of transportation by making it easier for people to access services, work, and
leisure activities without relying heavily on personal vehicles. By clustering
development, encouraging public transportation, and integrating mixed-use
environments, smart growth supports sustainable land use and promotes a healthier,
more efficient lifestyle. This synergy between location and transportation reduces the
overall carbon footprint associated with travel and contributes to building resilient
communities. The other choices pertain to important sustainability goals but do not
directly connect to the primary focus of the LT credits. For example, reducing operational
energy use relates more to the Energy and Atmosphere credits, while enhancing indoor
air quality is primarily covered under the Indoor Environmental Quality credits.
Promoting renewable energy use is a key focus of the Energy credits, aimed at reducing
reliance on fossil fuels. These areas, while crucial for a comprehensive sustainability
strategy, are distinct from the core intent of the LT credits.
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5. What does reclaimed water refer to?

A. Water that is sourced directly from rivers

B. Wastewater that has been treated and purified for
nonpotable uses

C. Water used solely for irrigation purposes
D. Untreated water from rainfall

Reclaimed water specifically refers to wastewater that has undergone treatment and
purification processes to make it suitable for certain nonpotable uses. This can include
applications like irrigation, industrial processes, or even replenishing aquifers, making it
a valuable resource in water conservation efforts. The emphasis is on its potential to be
safely reused after treatment, differentiating it from untreated water sources. Other
options mention water sourced from rivers or rainfall that hasn't been treated, or focus
solely on irrigation, which does not capture the broader definition and utility of
reclaimed water. Reclaimed water's significance lies in its role in promoting sustainable
water management by reusing water that would otherwise be disposed of, thus
conserving freshwater resources.

6. What does the regional priority credit in LEED signify?
A. A credit that prioritizes international projects

B. A credit that obtains additional points for important regional
credits

C. A credit exclusively for LEED-ND projects
D. A credit that guarantees funding for projects

The correct answer highlights that the regional priority credit in LEED is designed to
provide additional points for credits that address significant environmental issues
specific to a particular region. This reflects the program's goal to adapt to local
conditions and promote solutions that are relevant to the community's unique
challenges, such as water scarcity, energy efficiency in a particular climate, or protecting
local ecosystems. By allowing projects to earn extra points in these areas, LEED
encourages designers and builders to focus on what is most impactful for their location,
ultimately contributing to a more effective and sustainable approach to green building.
The emphasis on regional priorities supports the idea that sustainability measures
should be tailored to the local environment rather than applying a one-size-fits-all
strategy.
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7. To achieve LEED Silver certification, how many points are
required?
A. 40 points
B. 50 points
C. 60 points
D. 70 points

To achieve LEED Silver certification, a project must earn a minimum of 50 points. LEED
certification levels are structured as follows: Certified requires 40-49 points, Silver
requires 50-59 points, Gold requires 60-79 points, and Platinum requires 80 points and
above. While some might confuse the points needed for Silver with other certification
levels, it is important to remember that the LEED rating system distinctly sets these
thresholds to encourage increasing levels of sustainability and environmental
performance. Therefore, for a project to be recognized as LEED Silver, it must meet or
exceed the 50-point threshold, providing a clear incentive to pursue sustainable
construction practices while aiming for higher recognition through additional points.

8. Which of the following defines rapidly renewable
materials?

A. Materials that last for over 50 years

B. Materials that can be grown, harvested, and manufactured in
under ten years

C. Materials designed for recycling after initial use
D. Materials sourced from non-renewable resources

The correct definition of rapidly renewable materials is indeed that they can be grown,
harvested, and manufactured in under ten years. This characteristic makes them a
sustainable choice as they can replenish more quickly than conventional materials, which
often take decades or even centuries to regenerate. Rapidly renewable materials can
include products made from plants like bamboo, cork, and certain types of grasses that
have short growth cycles. Options that focus on materials lasting for over 50 years or
being sourced from non-renewable resources do not align with the concept of rapid
renewal, as durability and non-renewability inherently conflict with the principles of
sustainability and responsible resource management. Similarly, while materials designed
for recycling are important in sustainable practices, they do not fit the specific definition
of rapidly renewable, which emphasizes the time frame for growth and harvest. Thus, the
focus on a time span of under ten years is what correctly identifies rapidly renewable
materials.
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9. What is the point threshold to achieve LEED Platinum
certification?

A. 60 points
B. 70 points
C. 80 points
D. 90 points

The point threshold to achieve LEED Platinum certification is 80 points. This distinction
represents the highest level of certification within the LEED rating system, which is
designed to encourage and recognize best practices in building design and operation that
promote sustainability. The structure of points awarded is intentionally designed to
incentivize greater performance in areas such as energy efficiency, water conservation,
materials selection, and indoor environmental quality. Choosing any points below 80 will
result in only Silver or Gold certifications, rather than the highest Platinum level.
Platinum certification is a mark of excellence in sustainability, requiring a commitment
to exceeding the standard requirements for energy efficiency and environmental
stewardship in building projects.

10. What rating systems are available for LEED for homes?
A1l

.2

C.3

D. 4

The appropriate answer is that there are four rating systems available for LEED for
Homes. These systems cater to different types of residential projects, ensuring that a
diverse range of homes can be assessed and certified based on their sustainability
features. The four rating systems include: 1. **LEED for Homes** - This applies to
single-family homes and multi-family buildings of up to three stories. 2. **LEED for
Midrise** - Specifically designed for multi-family buildings that are four to six stories
tall. 3. *LEED for Homes (Pilot)** - This was a temporary program that provided a way
for various housing types to test new LEED criteria. 4. **LEED for Existing Homes** -
Focused on the renovation or retrofit of homes and includes the existing homes
certification path. This variety allows different housing styles and situations to
participate in the LEED certification process, promoting sustainable building practices
across the residential market.
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