
LEED Green Associate
Practice Test (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. Visit https://leedgreenassociate.examzify.com



Copyright © 2025 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain from reliable
sources accurate, complete, and timely information about this product.

1Sample study guide. Visit https://leedgreenassociate.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



Questions

2Sample study guide. Visit https://leedgreenassociate.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. What type of energy is referred to as green power?
A. Energy generated by fossil fuel companies
B. Energy sourced from renewable sources like solar and wind
C. Energy obtained from nuclear power
D. Energy that is not certified

2. To fulfill the MR credit for building product disclosure and
optimization in sourcing raw materials, which certification is
required for wood products?
A. FSC certified
B. LEED certified
C. Energy Star certified
D. Cradle to Cradle certified

3. How often must a project recertify under LEED O+M
Existing Buildings?
A. Every 2 years
B. Every 3 years
C. Every 5 years
D. Every year

4. What is the primary purpose of the occupancy phase in the
LEED process?
A. To initiate design planning
B. To develop system interactions
C. To assess actual building performance
D. To implement design changes

5. What minimum green score must an automobile achieve to
be recognized as a green vehicle by the ACEEE?
A. 30
B. 55
C. 45
D. 50
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6. What does the 'Triple Bottom Line' concept encompass in
organizational decision-making?
A. Cost, efficiency, and quality
B. People, planet, and profit
C. Products, prices, and promotion
D. Shareholder value, market share, and customer satisfaction

7. What type of management strategy is required for
compliance with refrigerant management?
A. Implementing new refrigerant types only
B. Refrigerant trade-off and refrigerant elimination
C. Utilizing ozone-depleting substances
D. Increasing refrigerant usage

8. What is required for fixtures to qualify under the LEED WE
Prerequisite for Indoor Water Use Reduction?
A. They must be less expensive
B. They must be WaterSense labeled
C. They must be high-flow fixtures
D. They must be antique fixtures

9. What does a Product Category Rule (PCR) provide
guidance for?
A. Market analysis of product demand
B. Developing environmental declarations
C. Financial costing of products
D. Consumer purchasing behavior

10. Which of the following options achieves the highest points
for MR credit?
A. Renovation of abandoned or blighted buildings
B. Building reuse
C. Using recyclable materials
D. Employing sustainable construction techniques
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Answers
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1. B
2. A
3. C
4. C
5. C
6. B
7. B
8. B
9. B
10. A
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Explanations
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1. What type of energy is referred to as green power?
A. Energy generated by fossil fuel companies
B. Energy sourced from renewable sources like solar and wind
C. Energy obtained from nuclear power
D. Energy that is not certified

The correct choice refers to energy generated from renewable sources such as solar,
wind, and hydroelectric systems. This type of energy is characterized by its ability to
replenish naturally and its minimal environmental impact compared to traditional energy
sources. Green power incorporates energy that is sustainably harvested and typically
produces little to no greenhouse gas emissions during its generation process, making it a
key component in efforts to combat climate change and promote environmental
sustainability.  Fossil fuel energy is derived from non-renewable resources such as coal,
oil, and natural gas, which contribute significantly to carbon emissions and pollution.
Nuclear power, while low in direct carbon emissions, is not classified as green power
because it relies on uranium, a non-renewable resource, and produces hazardous waste
that requires careful management. Energy that is not certified does not meet the
stringent standards and criteria necessary to be recognized as truly green power, lacking
verification of its sustainability or origin. Thus, renewable energy sourced from solar and
wind represents the ideal form of environmentally friendly energy commonly identified as
green power.

2. To fulfill the MR credit for building product disclosure and
optimization in sourcing raw materials, which certification is
required for wood products?
A. FSC certified
B. LEED certified
C. Energy Star certified
D. Cradle to Cradle certified

The correct choice focuses on certification that ensures responsible sourcing of wood
products, which is critical for the Materials and Resources (MR) credit in LEED for
building product disclosure and optimization. The Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)
certification indicates that the wood products have been sourced from responsibly
managed forests that provide environmental, social, and economic benefits. This
certification aligns with the LEED framework's goal of promoting sustainable materials
that reduce the impact on the environment and support sustainable practices in forestry. 
Other certifications mentioned, such as LEED certified or Energy Star certified, pertain
to overall building compliance and energy efficiency rather than specifically addressing
the sourcing of raw materials. Cradle to Cradle certification focuses on product life
cycles and sustainability but does not specifically target wood product sourcing like FSC
certification does. Thus, FSC certified is the designated requirement for fulfilling the MR
credit regarding wood products in LEED.
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3. How often must a project recertify under LEED O+M
Existing Buildings?
A. Every 2 years
B. Every 3 years
C. Every 5 years
D. Every year

The correct answer is that a project must recertify every 5 years under the LEED for
Operations and Maintenance (O+M) Existing Buildings rating system. This recertification
frequency allows projects to demonstrate ongoing compliance with LEED standards and
showcase improvements in sustainable operations over time.  This timeline is significant
as it ensures that buildings maintain their performance and sustainability goals,
adapting to any changes in regulations or standards while promoting continued
excellence in building operations. Frequent recertification helps reinforce the
commitment to sustainability, but extending the period to every 5 years balances the
effort required with practical considerations of building management.   In the context of
LEED O+M, this recertification process encourages long-term sustainable practices
rather than placing an excessive burden on building managers or operators. The other
frequencies mentioned do not align with LEED guidelines and would not effectively
incentivize the maintenance of sustainable practices over the lifespan of the building.

4. What is the primary purpose of the occupancy phase in the
LEED process?
A. To initiate design planning
B. To develop system interactions
C. To assess actual building performance
D. To implement design changes

The primary purpose of the occupancy phase in the LEED process centers on assessing
actual building performance. This phase occurs after the building has been constructed
and is being occupied. During this time, various metrics, such as energy consumption,
water use, and indoor environmental quality, are evaluated to determine how well the
building meets its sustainability goals and the expectations set during the design and
construction phases.  By assessing actual performance, building owners and facility
managers can identify discrepancies between predicted and actual performance. This is
crucial for understanding the effectiveness of the sustainable strategies implemented
and provides valuable insights for future projects. Information gained can guide any
necessary adjustments to operational practices and help inform ongoing maintenance
strategies to enhance building performance over time.  The other options, while relevant
to other stages of the LEED process, do not directly pertain to the occupancy phase.
Initiating design planning and developing system interactions are typically associated
with the earlier phases of the project, while implementing design changes may occur as a
response to performance assessments but is not the primary focus during occupancy.
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5. What minimum green score must an automobile achieve to
be recognized as a green vehicle by the ACEEE?
A. 30
B. 55
C. 45
D. 50

The minimum green score that an automobile must achieve to be recognized as a green
vehicle by the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy (ACEEE) is indeed 45.
This score reflects the vehicle's environmental performance in various categories,
including fuel efficiency, greenhouse gas emissions, and air quality impact. Vehicles that
score 45 or higher are considered to contribute positively to environmental sustainability
and are eligible for recognition as green vehicles by ACEEE.  Understanding the
significance of this score helps in promoting awareness of how consumer choices in
vehicles can affect overall environmental health. The ACEEE conducts thorough
assessments of vehicles each year, continuously adapting its criteria to reflect
advancements in technology and shifts in environmental standards.

6. What does the 'Triple Bottom Line' concept encompass in
organizational decision-making?
A. Cost, efficiency, and quality
B. People, planet, and profit
C. Products, prices, and promotion
D. Shareholder value, market share, and customer satisfaction

The 'Triple Bottom Line' concept is a framework that encourages organizations to focus
on three critical dimensions of sustainability: people, planet, and profit. This approach
fosters a more holistic evaluation of organizational success beyond just financial
performance.   By prioritizing people, organizations consider their social impact and
stakeholder well-being, ensuring that their actions benefit communities and employees.
The planet aspect emphasizes environmental stewardship, urging companies to minimize
their ecological footprint and contribute to the health of the planet. Finally, profit
reflects the traditional economic measure of success, highlighting the importance of
maintaining financial viability.   This balanced consideration of social, environmental,
and economic factors allows businesses to create sustainable practices that promote
long-term success and resilience. Other options focus too narrowly on specific business
metrics or traditional profit measurements without addressing the broader impact on
social and environmental well-being integral to the 'Triple Bottom Line' philosophy.
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7. What type of management strategy is required for
compliance with refrigerant management?
A. Implementing new refrigerant types only
B. Refrigerant trade-off and refrigerant elimination
C. Utilizing ozone-depleting substances
D. Increasing refrigerant usage

The correct choice involves refrigerant trade-off and refrigerant elimination, which
aligns with LEED’s focus on sustainability and environmental stewardship. Refrigerant
management aims to minimize the negative effects of refrigerants on the ozone layer and
climate change.   Utilizing refrigerant trade-offs means assessing existing refrigerants
and substituting them with less harmful alternatives. Elimination focuses on reducing
the use of harmful substances altogether. This combined approach is pivotal for
strategies aimed at maintaining compliance with standards that govern refrigerant use,
thus supporting both environmental and regulatory goals.  The other options do not
adhere to sustainable practices. Implementing new refrigerant types alone does not
guarantee compliance if those types are still harmful; ozone-depleting substances should
be avoided entirely; and increasing refrigerant usage goes against the principles of
management aimed at reducing environmental impacts. Each of these alternatives fails
to promote the necessary action toward responsible refrigerant management and
compliance.

8. What is required for fixtures to qualify under the LEED WE
Prerequisite for Indoor Water Use Reduction?
A. They must be less expensive
B. They must be WaterSense labeled
C. They must be high-flow fixtures
D. They must be antique fixtures

The correct choice is that fixtures must be WaterSense labeled to qualify under the LEED
WE Prerequisite for Indoor Water Use Reduction. The WaterSense program, established
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), promotes water-efficient products
and practices, helping to reduce water use without sacrificing performance. By utilizing
WaterSense labeled fixtures, projects can significantly lower indoor water consumption,
aligning with LEED's sustainability goals.   The other options do not meet the LEED
requirements: ensuring fixtures are less expensive or antique does not guarantee water
efficiency, while using high-flow fixtures contradicts the intent of water conservation.
WaterSense labeling specifically addresses both efficiency and performance, making it
the appropriate requirement for this LEED prerequisite.
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9. What does a Product Category Rule (PCR) provide
guidance for?
A. Market analysis of product demand
B. Developing environmental declarations
C. Financial costing of products
D. Consumer purchasing behavior

A Product Category Rule (PCR) provides guidance for developing environmental
declarations. PCRs are standardized guidelines that outline how the environmental
performance of products within a certain category should be assessed and reported. They
ensure consistency and transparency in the environmental declarations, such as
Environmental Product Declarations (EPDs), for products made by different
manufacturers. This standardization helps stakeholders understand and compare the
environmental impacts associated with various products in an informed manner.  Other
options do not reflect the primary purpose of PCRs. Market analysis, financial costing,
and consumer purchasing behavior are related to different aspects of business and
marketing rather than the reporting and assessment of environmental performance.

10. Which of the following options achieves the highest points
for MR credit?
A. Renovation of abandoned or blighted buildings
B. Building reuse
C. Using recyclable materials
D. Employing sustainable construction techniques

The renovation of abandoned or blighted buildings indeed has a significant impact on
achieving high points in the Materials and Resources (MR) credit category because it
directly addresses issues of urban decay and resource conservation. This approach
promotes the adaptive reuse of existing structures, which can lead to substantial
reductions in waste and embodied energy associated with new construction.   By
revitalizing existing buildings, this strategy not only minimizes the need for new
materials but also often preserves historic elements, contributing to cultural
sustainability. This is aligned with the LEED's emphasis on reducing the impact of
construction on the environment, thereby maximizing the points awarded in this credit
category.  Other options, while beneficial, typically offer fewer points because they might
not tackle the scope and intensity of resource conservation associated with the complete
renovation of existing structures, particularly those that are abandoned or blighted. For
example, building reuse can be beneficial, but it may not encompass the same degree of
revitalization or full-scale resource recovery as renovating blighted properties. Using
recyclable materials and employing sustainable construction techniques also contribute
positively to sustainability efforts but do not inherently offer the comprehensive benefits
of repurposing existing buildings.
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