Lake Ontario Local
Knowledge Practice Test
(Sample)

Study Guide

BY EXAMZIFY

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. Visit https://lakeontariolocalknowledge.examzify.com




Copyright © 2025 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain from reliable
sources accurate, complete, and timely information about this product.

Sample study guide. Visit https://lakeontariolocalknowledge.examzify.com for the full version

1



Questions

Sample study guide. Visit https://lakeontariolocalknowledge.examzify.com for the full version

2



1. What geological feature plays a critical role in the history
of Lake Ontario’s formation?

A. Erosion

B. Volcanic activity
C. Glacial activity

D. Coastal deposition

2. What is the clearance of the O'Rourke Bridge in Rochester
Harbor?

A. 41 feet
B. 56 feet
C. 16 feet
D. 126 feet

3. Name a town located on the southern shore of Lake
Ontario in New York.

A. Syracuse
B. Rochester
C. Buffalo

D. Watertown

4. What is found in the approach to Kingston Harbor,
between Simcoe Island and Amherst Island?

A. The Boat Channel
B. Snake Island Bank
C. Melville Shoal

D. The Lower Gap

5. What impact do invasive species have on the ecosystem of
Lake Ontario?

A. They increase native fish populations
B. They disrupt food chains

C. They reduce water levels

D. They improve water quality
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6. Differences from normal variation on Lake Ontario have
been observed in numerous locations from about

A. 003 Wto 003 E
B. 001 W to 005 E
C. 006 Wto 007 E
D. 007 W to 002 E

7. Where is a Pilot Exchange point for Lake Ontario?
A. Off Cape Vincent, NY
B. 1 to 2 miles north of Port Weller

C. 1 to 2 miles South of Port Colborne
D. All the above

8. Which is an accurate description of the Clayton to False
Duck Island Nine Mile Point Light?

A. Hexagonal tower with red and white bands
B. White circular tower with red top

C. Large circular building on concrete post
D. Brown circular tower

9. What is the typical water temperature range during
summer in Lake Ontario?

A. 50°F to 65°F
B. 60°F to 75°F
C. 70°F to 85°F
D. 80°F to 95°F

10. Which two major cities are located at the borders of Lake
Ontario?

A. Buffalo (U.S.) and Montreal (Canada)

B. Toronto (Canada) and Rochester (U.S.)
C. Syracuse (U.S.) and Ottawa (Canada)

D. Burlington (Canada) and Syracuse (U.S.)
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1. What geological feature plays a critical role in the history
of Lake Ontario’s formation?

A. Erosion
B. Volcanic activity

C. Glacial activity
D. Coastal deposition

The correct answer highlights the significant role of glacial activity in the formation of
Lake Ontario. During the last Ice Age, massive glaciers advanced and retreated across
North America, including the area that is now Lake Ontario. This glacial movement
carved out the basins that would eventually become the Great Lakes. When the glaciers
melted, the water that accumulated in these depressions formed the lakes. Glacial
activity not only created the physical structure of Lake Ontario but also influenced its
size, depth, and overall layout. As the glaciers retreated, they also left behind various
sediment deposits, reshaping the surrounding landscape and contributing to the lake's
current ecosystem. Understanding the impact of glacial activity provides insight into the
geological history of the region, distinguishing it from processes like erosion, volcanic
activity, or coastal deposition, which, while they may also influence landscapes, did not
play the primary role in the creation of Lake Ontario specifically.

2. What is the clearance of the O'Rourke Bridge in Rochester
Harbor?

A. 41 feet
B. 56 feet
C. 16 feet
D. 126 feet

The clearance of the O'Rourke Bridge in Rochester Harbor is indeed 41 feet. This
measurement is crucial for navigation in the area, particularly for vessels that need to
pass under the bridge. Knowing the clearance allows boaters to determine if their vessels
can safely travel under the bridge without risk of collision or damage. The O'Rourke
Bridge, designed to accommodate local maritime traffic, is built with this specific height
for a reason: it allows larger vessels to access the harbor while ensuring that smaller
craft can still navigate through. This creates a balance in facilitating both commercial
shipping operations and recreational boating activities in Rochester Harbor. Other
choices represent different clearances that do not pertain to the O'Rourke Bridge,
making them irrelevant to the navigation needs associated with this specific structure.
Understanding the exact clearance enables mariners to plan their routes more effectively
and safely.
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3. Name a town located on the southern shore of Lake
Ontario in New York.

A. Syracuse
B. Rochester
C. Buffalo

D. Watertown

Rochester is indeed a town situated on the southern shore of Lake Ontario in New York.
It is one of the largest cities in New York State, located on the river's banks a few miles
from the lake itself. The city has a rich history tied to the development of the canal
system and industry in the region, making it a key area for both commerce and
transportation. The other towns listed do have connections to Lake Ontario, but only
Rochester is directly on the southern shore. Syracuse, for example, is located further
inland and is not directly adjacent to the lake, while both Buffalo and Watertown are
situated at different points relative to Lake Ontario; Buffalo is positioned at the
extremely western part of the lake, whereas Watertown is located much further to the
northeast, in a different geographical context. Thus, Rochester is the correct choice as it
represents the southern shoreline's offerings and significance.

4. What is found in the approach to Kingston Harbor,
between Simcoe Island and Amherst Island?

A. The Boat Channel
B. Snake Island Bank
C. Melville Shoal

D. The Lower Gap

Melville Shoal is located in the approach to Kingston Harbor, specifically between
Simcoe Island and Amherst Island. This area is notable for its shallow waters, making it a
significant navigational hazard for vessels approaching the harbor. Understanding the
location and characteristics of Melville Shoal is essential for safe navigation, as it can
impact the depth and safe passage for boats in this region. The other options, while they
may refer to various features around Lake Ontario, do not accurately denote the specific
geographical feature located between Simcoe Island and Amherst Island. For instance,
The Boat Channel is a navigable route, but it does not directly relate to the shoal's
geographical context. Snake Island Bank and The Lower Gap are also distinct features
but are not positioned in the same area as Melville Shoal, highlighting the importance of
local knowledge in navigation and safety considerations.
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5. What impact do invasive species have on the ecosystem of
Lake Ontario?

A. They increase native fish populations

B. They disrupt food chains
C. They reduce water levels

D. They improve water quality

Invasive species can significantly disrupt the food chains within Lake Ontario's
ecosystem. These species often compete with native organisms for food and habitat,
which can lead to a decline in native populations. For instance, invasive fish species may
predate on smaller native fish or outcompete them for resources such as food, which are
crucial for their survival and reproduction. Furthermore, some invasive species may alter
the physical environment, such as water quality or sediment composition, impacting the
overall health of native ecosystems. This disruption affects not only fish populations but
can also ripple through the entire ecosystem, influencing plant life, other animal species,
and ultimately human activities reliant on the lake's resources.

6. Differences from normal variation on Lake Ontario have
been observed in numerous locations from about .

A. 003 Wto 003 E
B. 001 W to 005 E
C. 006 W to 007 E
D. 007 W to 002 E

The correct choice highlights the geographic coordinates where significant variations
from normal observations have been identified on Lake Ontario. The range of 006 W to
007 E aligns with established studies and monitoring data that indicate specific areas
experiencing notable changes. This range encapsulates key regions on the lake where
differences in water levels, temperature, or ecological indicators have been
systematically recorded. Focusing on the specific coordinates helps in understanding the
geographic context of these variations, as they may be linked to factors like local
environmental conditions, human activities, or natural phenomena affecting the lake's
ecosystem. Hence, choosing this range suggests a targeted and informed approach to
assessing the dynamics of Lake Ontario's environment, allowing for focused studies and
interventions in those particular areas.
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7. Where is a Pilot Exchange point for Lake Ontario?
A. Off Cape Vincent, NY
B. 1 to 2 miles north of Port Weller
C. 1 to 2 miles South of Port Colborne
D. All the above

The correct answer indicates that there are multiple Pilot Exchange points for Lake
Ontario, and these locations are all crucial for maritime navigation and safety. In the
context of Lake Ontario, Pilot Exchanges are designated areas where ship pilots transfer
responsibility for navigating vessels from one pilot to another. This is important for
ensuring that vessels are guided through the waters safely, especially in busy or
complicated regions. Off Cape Vincent, NY, serves as a key point for vessels entering or
leaving the St. Lawrence Seaway, while the areas 1 to 2 miles north of Port Weller and
south of Port Colborne are important for managing traffic into and out of key ports on
the lake. These three locations accommodate the needs of shipping traffic as they
transition between different sets of navigational jurisdiction and ensure that vessels are
equipped with local knowledge by the appropriate pilot. Thus, recognizing all these
points as Pilot Exchange locations highlights the structured approach to maritime
navigation in Lake Ontario and reflects the organized efforts to manage navigational
safety on the waterway.

8. Which is an accurate description of the Clayton to False
Duck Island Nine Mile Point Light?

A. Hexagonal tower with red and white bands
B. White circular tower with red top

C. Large circular building on concrete post
D. Brown circular tower

The Clayton to False Duck Island Nine Mile Point Light is accurately described as a white
circular tower with a red top. This distinctive coloration is important for navigation,
making the lighthouse easily identifiable against its surroundings. The white base helps
it stand out in various weather conditions and at night, while the red top provides a
visual cue that is crucial for maritime safety. Understanding the lighthouse's structure
and color patterns is essential for navigating the waters around Lake Ontario, as they
help sailors gauge their position and avoid hazards. The specific design elements
contribute to its functionality as a navigational aid, ensuring that it is visible from a
distance, especially in areas with busy marine traffic.

Sample study guide. Visit https://lakeontariolocalknowledge.examzify.com for the full version 11



9. What is the typical water temperature range during
summer in Lake Ontario?

A. 50°F to 65°F
B. 60°F to 75°F
C. 70°F to 85°F
D. 80°F to 95°F

The typical water temperature range during summer in Lake Ontario is indeed between
60°F and 75°F. This range reflects the warming effects of summer weather, where surface
temperatures can be quite pleasant for swimming, fishing, and other recreational
activities. The lake's temperature is influenced by various factors, including air
temperatures, sunlight exposure, and environmental conditions. During the summer
months, the upper layers of the lake absorb heat from the sun, leading to warmer surface
temperatures while deeper waters may remain cooler. The range of 60°F to 75°F is
conducive to various aquatic activities and indicates a healthy ecosystem, as many fish
species thrive in these temperatures. This range is also essential for assessing safety
guidelines for swimming and boating, making it a key factor for anyone utilizing Lake
Ontario's resources during the summer.

10. Which two major cities are located at the borders of Lake
Ontario?

A. Buffalo (U.S.) and Montreal (Canada)

B. Toronto (Canada) and Rochester (U.S.)
C. Syracuse (U.S.) and Ottawa (Canada)

D. Burlington (Canada) and Syracuse (U.S.)

The two major cities that are accurately located at the borders of Lake Ontario are
Toronto in Canada and Rochester in the U.S. Toronto is the largest city in Canada and
sits directly on the northern shore of Lake Ontario, making it a central hub for economic
and cultural activities in the region. On the other hand, Rochester is an important city
situated on the southern shore, directly across the lake from Toronto. This close
proximity between the two cities, each significantly contributing to their respective
national economies, is a defining characteristic of the Lake Ontario region. The other
options include cities that do not share a direct geographical border with Lake Ontario.
Buffalo, while located near the lake, is to the west of Rochester and not directly across
from Toronto. Montreal, located much further east along the St. Lawrence River, is also
not adjacent to Lake Ontario. Syracuse is inland and further south in New York State,
thus not bordering the lake directly. Lastly, Burlington is located on Lake Ontario but
lacks the status of being a major city compared to the other cities mentioned, and it does
not pair with Syracuse in terms of proximity to Lake Ontario.
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