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1. What is a potential result of illusory parasitosis?
A. Visible evidence of pests
B. Persistent fear of insects
C. Fleeting skin sensations
D. Compulsive checking of the skin

2. Which method is effective for nonchemical control of
carpenter ants?
A. Applying insecticide to the nests
B. Replacing all infested wood
C. Keeping the house free of dirt and dust
D. Removing logs and stumps that possibly have nests

3. Which tool is often used for safely trapping raccoons?
A. Snap traps
B. Live traps
C. Glue traps
D. Bait boxes

4. Which of the following methods is commonly used for
raccoon control?
A. Habitat modification
B. Feeding them to keep them away
C. Using repellent sprays
D. Installing cameras to observe activity

5. What is the most effective method for flea control?
A. Only kill adult fleas
B. Put a flea collar on pets
C. Treat pets and areas they frequent
D. Use insecticides to kill flea eggs
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6. What happens to clover mite eggs during high summertime
temperatures?
A. They begin hiding in the soil
B. They die
C. They remain dormant until cooler temperatures
D. They turn bright green in color

7. What types of food can cockroaches feed on?
A. Meat and grease
B. Sweets and baked goods
C. Wallpaper paste
D. All of the above

8. What type of wasps are mud daubers classified as?
A. Social wasps
B. Solitary wasps
C. Aggressive wasps
D. Parasocial wasps

9. In general, bat proofing of buildings involves sealing of any
openings greater than:
A. 1⁄4 inch
B. 3⁄4 inch
C. 6 inches
D. 18 inches

10. What is the life cycle length for the drugstore beetle?
A. 10 days only
B. 3 weeks only
C. 2 months or less
D. 6 months or longer
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Answers
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1. C
2. D
3. B
4. A
5. C
6. C
7. D
8. B
9. A
10. D
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Explanations
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1. What is a potential result of illusory parasitosis?
A. Visible evidence of pests
B. Persistent fear of insects
C. Fleeting skin sensations
D. Compulsive checking of the skin

Illusory parasitosis, also known as delusory parasitosis, is a condition where an individual
believes they are infested with parasites despite a lack of medical evidence to support
this belief. The correct answer points to fleeting skin sensations, which are often a result
of the individual's anxious state and misperception of normal bodily sensations.   In
individuals with illusory parasitosis, these fleeting sensations may manifest as itching,
tingling, or crawling feelings on or under the skin, leading them to believe they are
experiencing a parasitic infestation. This aspect of the condition is primarily
psychological, where the brain interprets normal stimuli in an exaggerated and
misinterpreted manner.  This condition may not have any visible evidence of pests, as the
belief in infestation is not based on physical observations but rather on a psychological
perception. The persistent fear of insects can occur in individuals with illusory
parasitosis; however, it is more a consequence of their perceptions rather than a direct
result. Compulsive checking of the skin can also happen with these individuals but is a
behavioral reaction to the beliefs they hold, rather than a primary result of the condition
itself.  Thus, fleeting skin sensations accurately capture the immediate and perceptual
symptoms associated with illusory

2. Which method is effective for nonchemical control of
carpenter ants?
A. Applying insecticide to the nests
B. Replacing all infested wood
C. Keeping the house free of dirt and dust
D. Removing logs and stumps that possibly have nests

Removing logs and stumps that possibly have nests is an effective method for
nonchemical control of carpenter ants. Carpenter ants are attracted to moist and
decaying wood, which often includes logs, stumps, or other wooden debris that may serve
as nesting sites. By eliminating these potential habitats, you reduce the chances of
carpenter ants establishing a colony in or around your home. This proactive approach
minimizes the risk of infestation without the use of chemical treatments.  In contrast,
applying insecticide to the nests directly targets the ants but involves a chemical
solution, which the question specifies to avoid. Replacing all infested wood can be a
solution for existing infestations but is often impractical and expensive, especially if the
extent of infestation is not completely clear. Keeping the house free of dirt and dust may
help in general cleanliness and hygiene but is not specifically targeted at preventing
carpenter ants, which are more concerned with the presence of suitable nesting
materials than cleanliness.
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3. Which tool is often used for safely trapping raccoons?
A. Snap traps
B. Live traps
C. Glue traps
D. Bait boxes

The use of live traps for safely trapping raccoons is appropriate because these traps are
designed to capture animals without causing them harm. They are constructed to
securely enclose the animal while allowing it to be transported and released unharmed.
Live traps are particularly advantageous in pest control situations, as they comply with
humane treatment guidelines and regulations, which prioritize the well-being of wildlife. 
However, other methods, such as snap traps, glue traps, and bait boxes, may not be
suitable for capturing raccoons. Snap traps can be lethal and could cause injury or death,
which is not the humane approach desired in wildlife management. Glue traps are also
inhumane, as they can cause significant suffering to animals that become stuck. Bait
boxes, while useful for certain pests, are not designed for capturing larger animals like
raccoons. Thus, live traps stand out as the optimal and humane choice for this purpose.

4. Which of the following methods is commonly used for
raccoon control?
A. Habitat modification
B. Feeding them to keep them away
C. Using repellent sprays
D. Installing cameras to observe activity

Habitat modification is a widely accepted and effective method for controlling raccoon
populations. This strategy involves altering the environment to make it less appealing for
raccoons to inhabit. This can include actions such as securing garbage bins, closing off
den sites (like entry points into attics or basements), and removing food sources, such as
pet food left outside or bird feeders that attract raccoons at night.  By modifying their
habitat, you reduce the opportunities for raccoons to thrive and reproduce in that area. It
is a proactive and long-term approach to pest control that addresses the root cause of the
problem rather than merely attempting to chase the animals away temporarily. Other
options, such as feeding them to keep them away or using repellent sprays, are generally
ineffective or impractical, while installing cameras can help monitor activity but does not
directly influence raccoon population control.
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5. What is the most effective method for flea control?
A. Only kill adult fleas
B. Put a flea collar on pets
C. Treat pets and areas they frequent
D. Use insecticides to kill flea eggs

The most effective method for flea control involves treating pets and the areas they
frequently occupy. Fleas have a complex life cycle that includes eggs, larvae, pupae, and
adult stages. Simply targeting adult fleas or using collars may eliminate some immediate
threats, but these methods do not address the entire infestation.  By treating both pets
and their environment, you effectively disrupt the flea lifecycle. Adult fleas will be
eliminated from pets, while also ensuring that areas like carpets, bedding, and other
surfaces where fleas or their eggs may have settled are treated to prevent future
infestations. This integrated approach not only reduces the adult flea population but also
addresses the eggs and larvae that could develop into more adult fleas if left untreated.
Thus, comprehensive treatment leads to more sustainable flea control.

6. What happens to clover mite eggs during high summertime
temperatures?
A. They begin hiding in the soil
B. They die
C. They remain dormant until cooler temperatures
D. They turn bright green in color

Clover mite eggs are known to withstand extreme temperature variations. During high
summertime temperatures, these eggs enter a state of dormancy, a survival mechanism
that allows them to endure unfavorable conditions. This dormancy helps them avoid
desiccation and other stressors that may occur due to excessive heat.  When the
temperatures drop, typically in the fall, the dormant eggs can then hatch, allowing the
clover mite population to emerge when conditions are more favorable for growth and
survival. This is a critical adaptation for the species, enabling it to thrive in variable
climates.

7. What types of food can cockroaches feed on?
A. Meat and grease
B. Sweets and baked goods
C. Wallpaper paste
D. All of the above

Cockroaches are opportunistic feeders with a very broad diet, which includes a wide
range of organic materials. This adaptability allows them to survive in various
environments and makes them particularly challenging pests to manage.   They can
consume meat and grease, which are often found in kitchens and restaurants. Sweets and
baked goods also attract cockroaches due to their high sugar content. Additionally, they
have been known to feed on wallpaper paste, as it contains starches that are appealing to
them.   This flexibility in diet is a key factor in their survival, enabling them to thrive in
diverse settings, from urban areas to rural environments. Therefore, the option stating
that cockroaches can feed on all these types of food accurately reflects their feeding
habits and their ability to consume a wide variety of organic materials.
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8. What type of wasps are mud daubers classified as?
A. Social wasps
B. Solitary wasps
C. Aggressive wasps
D. Parasocial wasps

Mud daubers are classified as solitary wasps, which is a key aspect of their behavior and
ecology. Unlike social wasps, which live in colonies and exhibit complex social structures,
mud daubers operate independently. Each female mud dauber builds her own nest, which
is typically made from mud, and she alone is responsible for provisioning it with food and
laying eggs.   In their solitary nature, mud daubers create small, individual chambers
within their nests, filling them with paralyzed insects that serve as food for the
developing larvae. This method of nesting and rearing reflects their solitary lifestyle as
they do not rely on cooperative behaviors or a social structure to raise their young. 
Understanding mud daubers as solitary wasps helps differentiate them from other types
of wasps that may engage in communal or aggressive behaviors. This distinction is
essential for pest management and ecological study, particularly when considering the
roles these wasps play in the ecosystem, such as controlling pest insect populations while
not posing a significant threat to humans.

9. In general, bat proofing of buildings involves sealing of any
openings greater than:
A. 1⁄4 inch
B. 3⁄4 inch
C. 6 inches
D. 18 inches

The correct answer is based on the size of openings that bats can use to enter buildings.
Bats are known to be able to squeeze through very small gaps, and research indicates
that openings greater than 1/4 inch can allow bats access to a structure. Therefore, to
effectively bat proof a building, any openings equal to or larger than 1/4 inch should be
sealed to prevent bats from entering and roosting inside.  This sealing process is crucial,
as it helps to mitigate any potential health risks associated with bat droppings and keeps
the integrity of the building intact. Closing off larger openings, such as those mentioned
in the other options, would be helpful, but the focus is on the maximum size that would
necessitate sealing for effective exclusion. Thus, paying attention to openings greater
than 1/4 inch is the standard practice in bat proofing structures.
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10. What is the life cycle length for the drugstore beetle?
A. 10 days only
B. 3 weeks only
C. 2 months or less
D. 6 months or longer

The life cycle length for the drugstore beetle is indeed 6 months or longer. This beetle
goes through four stages: egg, larva, pupa, and adult. The entire developmental process
can vary depending on environmental conditions such as temperature and food
availability. Typically, the duration from egg to adult can take several weeks to several
months.  In unfavorable conditions, the life cycle may extend beyond 6 months. As adults
can live for many months, the overall lifecycle tends to be a longer process than some
other beetles. This lifespan allows drugstore beetles to proliferate, making them a
significant pest in stored products and dried foods, where they can cause considerable
damage. Understanding the length of their life cycle is crucial for effective pest
management strategies.
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