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IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Don’t worry about getting everything right, your
goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations, and take
breaks to retain information better.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning.
7. Use Other Tools

Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital
practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.
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There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly — adapt the tips above to fit your
pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. In 1989, the US barred the death penalty for children
under which age?
A. 12
B. 15
C. 16
D. 18

2. What metaphor does Stevenson use to describe the legal
system in "Just Mercy"?
A. A "glass house" that is transparent.
B. A "well-oiled machine" that functions effectively.
C. A "broken machine" that produces injustice instead of

fairness.
D. A "fortress" protecting the innocent.

3. What question did Bryan struggle with throughout his life?
A. Why do laws change?
B. How and why people are judged unfairly
C. What defines justice?
D. How to fix the prison system?

4. What does Stevenson identify as a major flaw in public
perception of incarcerated individuals?
A. Public views them solely as criminals without recognizing

their humanity
B. People overestimate their rights in prison
C. Most people believe they deserve long sentences
D. Public perception is generally favorable for incarcerated

individuals

5. Who replaced Michael as the attorney on Walter's case?
A. Johnnie Cochran
B. Bernard Harcourt
C. Angela Davis
D. David Boies
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6. What does Stevenson propose as necessary for genuine
justice?
A. More strict laws and regulations
B. Confronting truth, practicing empathy, and ensuring

equitable representation
C. Increased incarceration rates for offenders
D. Advancing technology in legal processes

7. What does Bryan indicate as the true measure of
character?
A. Wealth and success
B. How we treat the vulnerable and marginalized
C. Educational attainment
D. Physical appearance

8. What is the ultimate message Stevenson conveys through
his storytelling in "Just Mercy"?
A. The importance of strict legal penalties.
B. The inevitability of the legal system.
C. One of hope, illustrating that change is possible through

compassion and understanding.
D. The need for community policing initiatives.

9. Who owned the car with the Confederate flag/stickers, and
how did Bryan Stevenson feel about the encounter at the
prison?
A. A prison guard, who treated Bryan fairly
B. A prison guard, who made Bryan strip naked
C. A fellow inmate, who greeted Bryan kindly
D. A visitor, who was respectful to Bryan

10. What examples does Stevenson provide to critique the
juvenile justice system?
A. Children's stories highlighting their successes
B. Cases of children sentenced to life without parole and lack of

mental health care
C. Statistics showing the effectiveness of juvenile rehabilitation
D. Personal accounts of judges working with juvenile offenders
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Answers
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1. B
2. C
3. B
4. A
5. B
6. B
7. B
8. C
9. B
10. B
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Explanations
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1. In 1989, the US barred the death penalty for children
under which age?
A. 12
B. 15
C. 16
D. 18

The correct answer to the question about the age at which the US barred the death
penalty for children in 1989 is 18. In that year, the Supreme Court case Thompson v.
Oklahoma established that executing individuals who were under the age of 16 at the
time of their crimes was unconstitutional. This landmark ruling emphasized that young
people, particularly those under 18, possess a different moral and cognitive development
compared to adults, which warrants different considerations in legal consequences.   The
focus on development and the recognition of children's rights are key themes that Bryan
Stevenson addresses throughout "Just Mercy," highlighting the vulnerabilities of youth in
the justice system and promoting the understanding that they should be treated with
greater care and given opportunities for rehabilitation rather than facing the ultimate
punishment.

2. What metaphor does Stevenson use to describe the legal
system in "Just Mercy"?
A. A "glass house" that is transparent.
B. A "well-oiled machine" that functions effectively.
C. A "broken machine" that produces injustice instead of

fairness.
D. A "fortress" protecting the innocent.

Bryan Stevenson uses the metaphor of a "broken machine" to describe the legal system,
highlighting its fundamental flaws that lead to injustices rather than the intended
fairness and equality. This imagery conveys the idea that the legal system is supposed to
work smoothly and justly, much like a well-functioning machine. However, Stevenson
emphasizes that, instead of ensuring justice, the system often perpetuates inequality,
disenfranchisement, and wrongful convictions, particularly for marginalized individuals.
By employing this metaphor, he underscores the urgent need for reform and
accountability within the system, illustrating that it fails to protect the vulnerable and
often harms them instead. This critical perspective is central to the themes of "Just
Mercy," as it reflects Stevenson’s broader critiques of systemic racism and the failures of
the criminal justice system.
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3. What question did Bryan struggle with throughout his life?
A. Why do laws change?
B. How and why people are judged unfairly
C. What defines justice?
D. How to fix the prison system?

Bryan Stevenson's lifelong struggle with understanding how and why people are judged
unfairly is a central theme of "Just Mercy." Throughout his work as an attorney and his
advocacy for marginalized individuals, he continually grapples with the systemic
inequalities that plague the criminal justice system. He observes how biases related to
race, socio-economic status, and mental health can lead to unjust treatment in legal
proceedings. Stevenson's experiences with clients, particularly those on death row and
others facing severe penalties due to societal prejudices, illustrate his deep concern for
fairness and equality.   This struggle is not merely an academic question for him; it is
grounded in real-life experiences and injustices he has witnessed. The narrative
emphasizes the importance of empathy and understanding in the pursuit of justice,
highlighting how societal judgments often fail to reflect the complexities of individual
circumstances. Through his advocacy, Stevenson seeks to raise awareness about these
issues, making "how and why people are judged unfairly" a pivotal concern in his life and
work.

4. What does Stevenson identify as a major flaw in public
perception of incarcerated individuals?
A. Public views them solely as criminals without recognizing

their humanity
B. People overestimate their rights in prison
C. Most people believe they deserve long sentences
D. Public perception is generally favorable for incarcerated

individuals
Stevenson argues that a significant flaw in public perception of incarcerated individuals
is the tendency to see them exclusively as criminals, which obscures their humanity and
the complex circumstances that often lead to their incarceration. This perspective fosters
a lack of empathy and understanding, reducing individuals to mere labels that ignore
their personal stories, struggles, and the systemic issues that contribute to their
situations—such as poverty, mental health challenges, and racial bias. By framing these
individuals solely within the context of their crimes, society fails to acknowledge their
capacity for redemption and the broader context of their lives, which is a central theme
in Stevenson's work. His advocacy emphasizes the importance of recognizing the
humanity in every person, especially those who have been marginalized and dehumanized
by the justice system.
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5. Who replaced Michael as the attorney on Walter's case?
A. Johnnie Cochran
B. Bernard Harcourt
C. Angela Davis
D. David Boies

The correct answer is Bernard Harcourt. He took over as the attorney on Walter
McMillian's case after Michael was unable to continue due to the immense pressure and
challenges associated with the legal fight. Harcourt, a law professor, brought a renewed
focus and differing perspectives to the case, which played a pivotal role in addressing the
injustices faced by McMillian. His involvement highlighted the ongoing struggles that
individuals in the criminal justice system endure, particularly those who are wrongfully
convicted. Harcourt's commitment and legal acumen contributed significantly to
bringing attention to the flaws in the case against Walter, helping to advocate for justice.

6. What does Stevenson propose as necessary for genuine
justice?
A. More strict laws and regulations
B. Confronting truth, practicing empathy, and ensuring

equitable representation
C. Increased incarceration rates for offenders
D. Advancing technology in legal processes

Stevenson emphasizes that genuine justice is rooted in confronting the truth about
systemic inequalities and wrongful convictions. He advocates for practices that involve
empathy, understanding the human experiences behind the cases, and addressing the
social factors that contribute to crime and punishment. Equitable representation is vital
to ensure that all individuals have access to fair legal support, particularly marginalized
communities who often face biases in the justice system. This holistic approach
addresses not just strict legal frameworks but the underlying issues of inequality and
discrimination, which are pivotal for creating a truly just society.
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7. What does Bryan indicate as the true measure of
character?
A. Wealth and success
B. How we treat the vulnerable and marginalized
C. Educational attainment
D. Physical appearance

Bryan Stevenson emphasizes that the true measure of character lies in how we treat the
vulnerable and marginalized. This perspective is foundational to his work and advocacy,
as it reflects the compassion and humanity that one shows towards those who are often
overlooked and mistreated by society. Stevenson argues that our moral responsibility is
to stand up for those who cannot defend themselves, which is crucial in the context of
justice and equity.   By focusing on the treatment of the vulnerable, Stevenson highlights
the importance of empathy, kindness, and social responsibility as key indicators of a
person's character. He illustrates this theme throughout *Just Mercy* by advocating for
the rights of the wrongfully convicted, individuals living in poverty, and those facing
systemic injustices. This approach serves as a reminder that true dignity and honor come
from how we interact with those in need, rather than from superficial metrics like wealth,
educational success, or appearance.

8. What is the ultimate message Stevenson conveys through
his storytelling in "Just Mercy"?
A. The importance of strict legal penalties.
B. The inevitability of the legal system.
C. One of hope, illustrating that change is possible through

compassion and understanding.
D. The need for community policing initiatives.

In "Just Mercy," Bryan Stevenson emphasizes a message of hope that highlights the
possibility of change through compassion and understanding. Throughout the narrative,
he shares powerful stories of individuals who have been wronged or marginalized by the
legal system, showing how empathy and recognition of shared humanity can lead to
reform. Stevenson's work illustrates that even in the face of systemic injustice and
deep-rooted inequities, progress can be made when people come together to advocate for
those who are voiceless.  He emphasizes the importance of compassion not only in legal
representation but also in addressing broader societal issues. By focusing on the stories
of individuals who have faced great adversity, Stevenson challenges readers to confront
both the realities of injustice and their own capacity for empathy and action. His message
serves as a rallying cry for reform and a reminder that acknowledging our shared
humanity can lead to meaningful change in the legal system and society at large.
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9. Who owned the car with the Confederate flag/stickers, and
how did Bryan Stevenson feel about the encounter at the
prison?
A. A prison guard, who treated Bryan fairly
B. A prison guard, who made Bryan strip naked
C. A fellow inmate, who greeted Bryan kindly
D. A visitor, who was respectful to Bryan

In "Just Mercy," Bryan Stevenson recounts his experiences visiting prisons and the
challenges he faced as an African American lawyer advocating for justice. During one of
his visits, he encountered a prison guard who owned a car adorned with the Confederate
flag and stickers. This symbol is historically associated with racism and oppression,
particularly in the context of the Jim Crow laws and the Civil Rights Movement. 
Stevenson's feelings about the encounter were intense and complex. The prison guard's
behavior was dehumanizing; he made Stevenson strip naked as part of the security
procedures. This act, combined with the symbolism of the Confederate flag, represented
a hostile environment and a reinforcement of racial discrimination. Stevenson felt that
this treatment reflected deeper issues within the justice system and the pervasive racism
that exists within it. His response to such encounters underscores his commitment to
fighting against inequality and advocating for the dignity and humanity of all individuals,
regardless of their circumstances.  This understanding provides a crucial insight into
Stevenson's narrative and highlights the broader themes of racial injustice and the
struggles of those within the criminal justice system.

10. What examples does Stevenson provide to critique the
juvenile justice system?
A. Children's stories highlighting their successes
B. Cases of children sentenced to life without parole and lack of

mental health care
C. Statistics showing the effectiveness of juvenile rehabilitation
D. Personal accounts of judges working with juvenile offenders

Bryan Stevenson critiques the juvenile justice system by highlighting the grave
consequences faced by children subjected to harsh sentencing, specifically cases where
young individuals are sentenced to life without parole. This stark reality illustrates the
system's failure to recognize the developmental differences between children and adults.
Stevenson discusses how many of these juveniles have experienced trauma, mental health
issues, or lack the support necessary for rehabilitation. He emphasizes the absence of
adequate mental health care and appropriate interventions for young offenders,
underscoring a systemic neglect that often exacerbates their circumstances. This
illumination of severe penalties applied to minors, alongside the challenges they face,
forms a compelling argument against the practices of the juvenile justice system,
advocating for reform and a more compassionate approach to youth.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://justmercy.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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