
Iowa General and
Household Pest
Management Category 7A
Practice Exam (Sample)
Study Guide

Everything you need from our exam experts!

This is a sample study guide. To access the full version with hundreds of
questions,



Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain from reliable
sources accurate, complete, and timely information about this product.

Sample study guide, visit https://iagenpestmgmtcat7a.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SA
M

PLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.......................................................................................
Table of Contents 2..........................................................................
Introduction 3..................................................................................
How to Use This Guide 4..................................................................
Questions 6.......................................................................................
Answers 9.........................................................................................
Explanations 11................................................................................
Next Steps 17...................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://iagenpestmgmtcat7a.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SA
M

PLE



IntroductionIntroduction
Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide
This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:
1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Don’t worry about getting everything right, your
goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.
2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations, and take
breaks to retain information better.
3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.
4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.
5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.
6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning.
7. Use Other Tools

Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital
practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.
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There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly — adapt the tips above to fit your
pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What do omnivores eat?
A. Only plants
B. Only meat
C. Both plants and animals
D. Only insects

2. Where is a good place to inspect for evidence of pest
activity?
A. Inside lockers in an office
B. Cracks and crevices
C. On the roof of a building
D. Only in food storage areas

3. What distinguishes a meadow vole from a deer mouse?
A. Color variations and tail length
B. Behavior and habitat preference
C. Size difference and feeding habits
D. Fur texture and nesting habits

4. What fundamental role does the queen ant play in an ant
colony?
A. Foraging for food
B. Protecting the colony
C. Producing all other ants in the colony
D. Building the nest

5. During what time are bed bugs most active?
A. During the day
B. At night
C. Both during day and night
D. During early morning only
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6. What is the primary purpose of applying insecticides
outdoors?
A. To enhance plant growth
B. To control flying insects
C. To fertilize the landscape
D. To assess pest behavior

7. Why might rodents prefer water baits over food baits?
A. Food baits are always stale
B. All rodents require water for survival
C. Water baits are easier to transport
D. Rodents dislike food baits

8. What is the purpose of using pheromone trapping in pest
management?
A. To create barriers against pests
B. To repel unwanted insects
C. To attract and capture specific pests for monitoring or

control
D. To kill pests quickly

9. Which insect is NOT considered a blood-sucking insect
found around structures?
A. Ticks
B. Fleas
C. Ants
D. Lice

10. Which of the following flies has a black checkerboard
pattern on its abdomen?
A. House fly
B. Cluster fly
C. Blow fly
D. Humpback fly
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Answers

Sample study guide, visit https://iagenpestmgmtcat7a.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 9

SA
M

PLE



1. C
2. B
3. A
4. C
5. B
6. B
7. B
8. C
9. C
10. C
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Explanations
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1. What do omnivores eat?
A. Only plants
B. Only meat
C. Both plants and animals
D. Only insects

Omnivores have a diverse diet that includes both plants and animals. This adaptability
allows them to consume a variety of food sources, which can be beneficial in different
environments and situations. By incorporating both types of nutrients, omnivores can
thrive in a wider range of habitats compared to those that exclusively consume either
plants or meat. This dietary flexibility is a key characteristic that defines omnivores,
enabling them to meet their nutritional needs more effectively.

2. Where is a good place to inspect for evidence of pest
activity?
A. Inside lockers in an office
B. Cracks and crevices
C. On the roof of a building
D. Only in food storage areas

Inspecting cracks and crevices is essential for detecting pest activity because these
locations provide safe harborage for many pests. Cracks and crevices serve as entry
points and hiding spots for insects and rodents, as they often prefer small, tight spaces
that offer protection from predators and environmental conditions.  Pests such as
cockroaches, ants, and mice can easily navigate through these areas, making it crucial to
examine them during an inspection. In addition, debris, droppings, and shed skins often
accumulate in these hidden spots, providing clear evidence of pest presence. Identifying
signs of pests in cracks and crevices allows for targeted treatment and helps in
effectively managing pest populations.  Other locations mentioned in the choices, while
they can be relevant in certain contexts, do not offer the same level of insight into pest
activity as cracks and crevices do. For example, inspecting inside lockers may yield some
signs, but it is not as comprehensive as checking structural weaknesses. Roof inspections
typically focus on structural integrity rather than pest behavior, and limiting inspections
to food storage areas misses out on a broader scope where pests could be residing. Thus,
inspecting cracks and crevices provides a strategic approach in pest management.
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3. What distinguishes a meadow vole from a deer mouse?
A. Color variations and tail length
B. Behavior and habitat preference
C. Size difference and feeding habits
D. Fur texture and nesting habits

The distinction between a meadow vole and a deer mouse primarily involves color
variations and tail length. Meadow voles typically have shorter tails relative to their body
size compared to deer mice, which have longer, more prominent tails. In terms of color,
meadow voles often exhibit a more uniform coat, usually a brownish or gray hue, whereas
deer mice often showcase more variation with lighter undersides and darker backs,
giving them a more contrasting appearance.  This understanding of physical
characteristics is crucial for identifying these rodents in the field, as it aids in
distinguishing two species that may otherwise appear similar at a glance. Furthermore,
knowing these physical traits helps pest managers implement more targeted and
effective control strategies when necessary.   Other options relate to behavior, habitat,
size, and feeding habits which may also provide useful distinctions, but they are not the
primary identifiers that set these two species apart. The focus on color and tail length is
particularly relevant for accurate field identification and pest management practices.

4. What fundamental role does the queen ant play in an ant
colony?
A. Foraging for food
B. Protecting the colony
C. Producing all other ants in the colony
D. Building the nest

The queen ant plays a critical role in the ant colony primarily through reproduction. Her
main function is to produce all the ants in the colony, including workers, soldiers, and
new queens. This reproductive capability ensures the survival and continuation of the
colony. The queen is typically the only fertile female in the colony, meaning she is
responsible for laying thousands of eggs, which the worker ants then care for and
nurture. This makes her essential to the colony’s growth and sustainability, as without
her ability to reproduce, the colony would eventually dwindle and perish.  The other roles
listed, such as foraging for food, protecting the colony, and building the nest, are
typically carried out by the worker ants. While the queen may occasionally perform very
limited tasks as needed, her primary and essential role remains focused on reproduction,
which is why her ability to produce all the other ants is fundamental to the colony's
structure and function.
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5. During what time are bed bugs most active?
A. During the day
B. At night
C. Both during day and night
D. During early morning only

Bed bugs are primarily nocturnal creatures, which means they are most active at night.
They tend to come out from their hiding places in search of a blood meal during the
hours of darkness when their host is more likely to be stationary and unaware. This
behavior helps them avoid detection by humans, as they prefer to feed when their hosts
are asleep.   While it is possible to encounter bed bugs during the day, especially if there
is a significant population or if they have been disturbed, their peak activity undoubtedly
occurs at night. This nocturnal activity aligns with their feeding habits, which are timed
to take advantage of their host's sleep cycle, making nighttime the most opportune time
for them to search for food. Understanding this behavior is crucial for effective pest
management and control strategies, particularly in residential settings where bed bugs
are a concern.

6. What is the primary purpose of applying insecticides
outdoors?
A. To enhance plant growth
B. To control flying insects
C. To fertilize the landscape
D. To assess pest behavior

The primary purpose of applying insecticides outdoors is to control flying insects.
Insecticides are specifically formulated to target various pest species that can harm
plants, spread diseases, or create nuisance issues in outdoor settings. By controlling
these insect populations, insecticides help to manage the health of crops and landscapes,
protect structural integrity, and enhance the overall quality of outdoor life.  Controlling
flying insects, such as mosquitoes or flies, is particularly important as these pests can
transmit diseases to humans and animals. Various methods of application, timing, and
selection of insecticides are designed with this goal in mind, allowing for effective
interventions that safeguard public health and agricultural production.  The other
options do not align with the primary use of insecticides. Enhancing plant growth and
fertilizing landscapes pertain more to the use of fertilizers and nutrient management
rather than pest control. Assessing pest behavior, while valuable for understanding pest
dynamics, does not relate to the immediate action of applying insecticides, which is
focused on reducing pest populations rather than studying them.
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7. Why might rodents prefer water baits over food baits?
A. Food baits are always stale
B. All rodents require water for survival
C. Water baits are easier to transport
D. Rodents dislike food baits

Rodents, like all mammals, have a critical need for water to survive. While they can
obtain some moisture from the food they consume, they generally seek out additional
water sources to maintain proper hydration. This necessity makes water baits particularly
attractive to them. When water is offered as an option, especially in environments where
moisture is scarce, rodents may prioritize it over food sources, as their survival depends
on adequate hydration.   Food baits may not always be as appealing for a variety of
reasons, such as competition with other food sources, varying freshness or flavor, or even
the specific dietary preferences of different rodent species. However, the fundamental
biological need for water drives rodents to choose water baits, especially when they are in
need of hydration.

8. What is the purpose of using pheromone trapping in pest
management?
A. To create barriers against pests
B. To repel unwanted insects
C. To attract and capture specific pests for monitoring or

control
D. To kill pests quickly

The purpose of using pheromone trapping in pest management is to attract and capture
specific pests for monitoring or control. Pheromones are chemical signals produced by
insects to communicate with one another, particularly for purposes such as mating. By
utilizing synthetic versions of these pheromones in traps, pest management professionals
can lure target pests into the traps effectively. This method allows for precise monitoring
of pest populations and can help in determining the timing of control measures, making
it a valuable tool in integrated pest management programs.  The ability to attract specific
pests means that non-target species are less likely to be affected, enhancing the overall
effectiveness and environmental safety of pest management strategies. This targeted
approach is preferable to methods that create barriers, repel pests, or kill them quickly,
as it focuses on understanding and managing pest populations rather than applying
broad-spectrum methods that may be less efficient or harmful.

Sample study guide, visit https://iagenpestmgmtcat7a.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 15

SA
M

PLE



9. Which insect is NOT considered a blood-sucking insect
found around structures?
A. Ticks
B. Fleas
C. Ants
D. Lice

Ants are not classified as blood-sucking insects. Unlike ticks, fleas, and lice, which
specifically feed on the blood of mammals or birds, ants primarily consume a diet of
sugars, proteins, and fats. They may scavenge for food and can take advantage of various
food sources, but they do not have the specialized mouthparts required to pierce the skin
and consume blood. This distinction is crucial in pest management, as knowing which
insects are blood-feeding helps in developing targeted control measures and
understanding their impact on human health and the environment.

10. Which of the following flies has a black checkerboard
pattern on its abdomen?
A. House fly
B. Cluster fly
C. Blow fly
D. Humpback fly

The fly that exhibits a black checkerboard pattern on its abdomen is the cluster fly. This
distinctive pattern helps in identifying it among other similar species. Cluster flies are
known for their somewhat larger size compared to house flies, and they often congregate
in large numbers, particularly in homes during the cooler months as they seek shelter. 
The house fly, while common, does not have this particular abdominal pattern; it typically
has a more uniform grayish body without any notable markings. The blow fly, recognized
for its metallic coloration, also lacks the checkerboard pattern and instead features a
shiny appearance. The humpback fly gets its name from its rounded shape but similarly
does not possess the black checkerboard marking that identifies the cluster fly. 
Understanding the unique identification features, such as the checkerboard pattern on
the cluster fly's abdomen, is crucial for pest management professionals in correctly
identifying and managing different fly species.
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Next StepsNext Steps
Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://iagenpestmgmtcat7a.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!

Sample study guide, visit https://iagenpestmgmtcat7a.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions  v-1768380927 | Page 17

SA
M

PLE


