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1. What are the dimensions of the M240B beaten zone at
2,000 meters?
A. 5m x 60m
B. 4m x 50m
C. 3m x 55m
D. 2m x 80m

2. Which method allows gun teams to coordinate their fire
control efficiently without verbal communication?
A. Visual Signals
B. Hand Signals
C. Written Orders
D. Field Drawings

3. What is the effective beaten zone considered in terms of
round density?
A. A high density area
B. A low density area
C. 85% density of rounds
D. A static fixed area

4. Which type of fire occurs when the weapon is fired without
aiming down the sights?
A. Enfilade Fire
B. Free-Gun Fire
C. Fixed Fire
D. Grazing Fire

5. In the context of machine gun employment, what does
searching fire aim to achieve?
A. To target multiple stationary objects
B. To distribute fire in width
C. To shift rounds in depth
D. To provide cover fire in all directions
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6. What role does the clarity of a target play in machine gun
employment?
A. It affects the preparation of the gun
B. It influences the amount of ammunition needed
C. It determines the effectiveness of hitting the target
D. It changes the type of weapon used

7. Enfilade fire is defined as which of the following?
A. Fire delivered against a stationary point target
B. Occurs when the long axis of the beaten zone coincides with

the long axis of the target
C. Fire distributed in width by successive changes in direction
D. Fire distributed in depth by successive changes in elevation

8. What is the purpose of establishing an alternate position
for machine guns?
A. To maximize fire range
B. To provide a fallback if the primary position becomes

compromised
C. To enhance camouflage effectiveness
D. To allow for increased ammunition supply

9. Deep targets require which type of fire?
A. Fixed Fire
B. Searching Fire
C. Traversing Fire
D. Point Fire

10. Which class of machine gun fire may require the use of
multiple shooters for effective execution?
A. Fixed Fire
B. Flanking Fire
C. Free-Gun Fire
D. Traversing and Searching Fire

4Sample study guide. Visit https://infantryalcmachinegunemp.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE
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1. B
2. A
3. C
4. B
5. C
6. C
7. B
8. B
9. B
10. D
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Explanations
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1. What are the dimensions of the M240B beaten zone at
2,000 meters?
A. 5m x 60m
B. 4m x 50m
C. 3m x 55m
D. 2m x 80m

The dimensions of the M240B beaten zone at 2,000 meters are correctly identified as 4
meters by 50 meters. This specification is important for understanding the area in which
the majority of rounds will impact when the M240B is fired in a situation where the
machine gun is engaging a target at that distance. The beaten zone describes the pattern
of fire produced, which is typically more pronounced due to the dispersion of rounds—the
spread of rounds around the point of aim owing to factors like the weapon’s mechanics
and environmental conditions.  Having a beaten zone of 4m x 50m indicates that the
effective area covered by the rounds is noticeably wider than it is deep, suggesting that
while there may be a significant number of rounds impacting the width, the length
extends greatly, providing greater coverage for a larger area in front of the gunner. This
knowledge can help soldiers and commanders in positioning the machine gun for
maximum effectiveness during engagements.   Understanding this beaten zone is crucial
for planning fire support and for conducting effective suppressive and direct fire,
ensuring that units can take advantage of the coverage the machine gun provides on the
battlefield.

2. Which method allows gun teams to coordinate their fire
control efficiently without verbal communication?
A. Visual Signals
B. Hand Signals
C. Written Orders
D. Field Drawings

Visual signals are a crucial method for coordinating fire control among gun teams,
especially in situations where verbal communication may be difficult or impossible due to
operational noise, distance, or the need for stealth. These signals can include a variety of
predefined gestures, flag displays, or light patterns that are easily recognizable and can
be used to convey specific commands or statuses quickly and efficiently.  Using visual
signals allows teams to maintain coordination while minimizing the risk of detection by
the enemy, as it avoids any audible communication that could compromise their position.
For example, a specific hand gesture or flag position can indicate when to fire, change
targets, or cease fire, facilitating synchronized actions without the need for spoken
commands.  In contrast, hand signals, while also useful, might still rely on close
proximity and may not be as universally recognized among different teams compared to
the broader range of visual signals. Written orders and field drawings, although effective
for more complex or detailed instructions, are less practical in fast-paced scenarios
where immediate responses are necessary. Hence, visual signals stand out as the most
efficient and effective method in this context.
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3. What is the effective beaten zone considered in terms of
round density?
A. A high density area
B. A low density area
C. 85% density of rounds
D. A static fixed area

The effective beaten zone is defined in terms of round density primarily as the area in
which around 85% of rounds will impact when a machine gun is fired in a controlled
manner at a specific point. This concept is crucial for understanding how firepower is
effectively utilized on the battlefield.   When engaging a target, it is not just about where
the bullets land but also about ensuring that a substantial number of them can be
expected to hit within a concentrated area, maximizing the potential for damage against
enemy forces. The 85% density criterion is a benchmark that reflects the capability of the
machine gun to deliver a reliable and effective volume of fire.  A high density area would
refer to a zone where most rounds are expected to land, while a low density area would be
where rounds are more sporadic. The notion of a static fixed area is related to a position
but does not accurately reflect the dynamic nature of round density and its effectiveness
when employing machine gun fire. Thus, considering the effective beaten zone in these
terms highlights the importance of achieving a high level of concentration, which is
accurately represented by the 85% round density metric.

4. Which type of fire occurs when the weapon is fired without
aiming down the sights?
A. Enfilade Fire
B. Free-Gun Fire
C. Fixed Fire
D. Grazing Fire

The correct answer identifies that free-gun fire occurs when a weapon is fired without
aligning the sights. This method is often employed in situations where the shooter needs
to engage quickly, such as in close combat or when the target is moving rapidly, making
it difficult to take the time to aim properly. Free-gun fire allows the operator to maintain
a high rate of fire and react swiftly, though it sacrifices precision for speed.  Other fire
types serve different tactical purposes or employ specific aiming techniques. Enfilade fire
involves firing along the longest axis of a target, maximizing the weapon's impact. Fixed
fire refers to a position where the weapon is aimed and held steady on a particular target
or location, emphasizing aimed shots. Grazing fire is characterized by a projectile's flight
path being low enough that it strikes the target while remaining close to the ground,
similar to how a grazing animal feeds, but it still requires some aiming. Understanding
these definitions helps clarify the context and importance of each firing technique in
infantry operations.
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5. In the context of machine gun employment, what does
searching fire aim to achieve?
A. To target multiple stationary objects
B. To distribute fire in width
C. To shift rounds in depth
D. To provide cover fire in all directions

Searching fire in the context of machine gun employment is designed to shift rounds in
depth. This tactic is employed when engaging targets that are not stationary or when the
exact location of enemy forces is not known. By adjusting the fire pattern to vary the
depth, the machine gunner can effectively cover an area where enemy personnel might
be positioned, making it difficult for them to move or find cover. This technique is
particularly useful in a dynamic battlefield scenario where the enemy may be moving or
repositioning. The goal is to create a lethal area of fire that forces the enemy to stay in
cover or disrupts their movements, thereby providing a significant tactical advantage.  
In contrast, targeting multiple stationary objects refers more to a different tactic that
focuses on fixed positions rather than dynamic movement, while distributing fire in width
emphasizes horizontal coverage which is not the primary function of searching fire.
Cover fire in all directions would typically involve a broader defensive posture, rather
than the targeted depth shifts that searching fire employs.

6. What role does the clarity of a target play in machine gun
employment?
A. It affects the preparation of the gun
B. It influences the amount of ammunition needed
C. It determines the effectiveness of hitting the target
D. It changes the type of weapon used

The clarity of a target is crucial in machine gun employment as it directly determines the
effectiveness of hitting the target. When the target is clear and visible, the machine
gunner can accurately aim and adjust their fire, significantly increasing the likelihood of
making successful hits. Clear visibility allows the gunner to better ascertain range,
assess the target’s movement, and coordinate with the team for better precision in
engagement. If a target is obscured or indistinct, it becomes challenging to effectively
direct fire, which can lead to wasted ammunition and reduced overall mission success.
This relationship underscores the critical importance of target acquisition and
identification in maximizing the machine gun's operational effectiveness.
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7. Enfilade fire is defined as which of the following?
A. Fire delivered against a stationary point target
B. Occurs when the long axis of the beaten zone coincides with

the long axis of the target
C. Fire distributed in width by successive changes in direction
D. Fire distributed in depth by successive changes in elevation

Enfilade fire is characterized by the alignment of the long axis of the beaten zone with
the long axis of the target, allowing for maximum effectiveness. This type of fire ensures
that the entire length of the target is exposed to the effects of the bullets, resulting in
higher chances of hitting and neutralizing enemy forces. By utilizing enfilade fire, units
can achieve significant suppressive and destructive effects on targets that are positioned
along a line, such as troops in a trench or a defensive position.   The distinction lies in
how the trajectory of the rounds interacts with the target. When the fire is directed along
the length of the target, it creates a more efficient and deadly engagement compared to
other forms of fire that may not be directed so advantageously. This definition highlights
the tactical value of understanding and utilizing the geometry of the battlefield to
maximize the impact of machine gun fire.

8. What is the purpose of establishing an alternate position
for machine guns?
A. To maximize fire range
B. To provide a fallback if the primary position becomes

compromised
C. To enhance camouflage effectiveness
D. To allow for increased ammunition supply

Establishing an alternate position for machine guns primarily serves as a contingency
plan in case the primary position is compromised. This ensures that operations can
continue without significant disruption even if the initial location is no longer viable due
to factors such as enemy fire, terrain changes, or the need for tactical repositioning.
Having a backup location allows the crew to maintain suppressive fire and operational
effectiveness, which is crucial in combat scenarios.   While maximizing fire range,
enhancing camouflage effectiveness, and increasing ammunition supply are important
considerations, the primary reason for establishing an alternate position centers on
maintaining operational capability and survivability in dynamic battlefield situations.
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9. Deep targets require which type of fire?
A. Fixed Fire
B. Searching Fire
C. Traversing Fire
D. Point Fire

Deep targets typically require searching fire because this type of fire is aimed at areas
beyond the immediate sight or close range of the gunner. Searching fire is employed
when the exact location of the target is not precisely known, which is often the case with
deep targets situated at a distance or behind cover. By utilizing searching fire, the
gunner can effectively sweep a defined area to engage enemy forces or equipment that
may be concealed from direct line of sight. This allows for a broader coverage and
increases the likelihood of hitting targets that may not be stationary or easily
identifiable.  In contrast, fixed fire is aimed directly at a known position, while traversing
fire moves the point of impact horizontally across a defined target area. Point fire is a
more precise firing method targeting a specific point, which does not align with the
needs for engaging deeper, less well-defined targets. Hence, searching fire is the most
suitable choice when dealing with deep targets.

10. Which class of machine gun fire may require the use of
multiple shooters for effective execution?
A. Fixed Fire
B. Flanking Fire
C. Free-Gun Fire
D. Traversing and Searching Fire

The correct choice highlights the concept of traversing and searching fire, which is
typically employed when engaging targets that may be dispersed across a wide area. This
class of fire often necessitates multiple shooters to effectively cover a larger sector,
ensuring that targets that may be moving or located at varying distances can be engaged
without leaving gaps in coverage.   In traversing and searching fire, one gunner would
typically adjust the fire's direction while another gunner can provide supporting fire or
cover different angles, increasing the overall effectiveness of the machine gun team. This
strategy is particularly valuable in combat scenarios where targets are not stationary or
concentrated, and multiple shooters working in concert can maximize their firepower and
operational flexibility.  Other types of machine gun fire, such as fixed fire, flanking fire,
and free-gun fire, do not usually require the coordination of multiple shooters to the
same extent. For example, fixed fire involves a set aim point, and a single shooter is
sufficient to engage the target effectively. Flanking fire mainly emphasizes the angle of
attack rather than the number of shooters, while free-gun fire allows a single operator to
fire from various positions without needing additional support. Thus, the unique
requirements of traversing and searching fire make it dependent on multiple shooters for
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