Indiana Civics Practice Test
(Sample)

Study Guide

BY EXAMZIFY

Everything you need from our exam experts!

Sample study guide. For the full version with hundreds of questions, visit:

https://indianacivics.examzify.com




Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any
means, graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, web distribution, taping, or by any information storage retrieval
system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate,
complete, and timely information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://indianacivics.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



Table of Contents

Copyright ..o e e 1
Table of Contents ...........cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeaeens 2
INtroduction ...........ccccciciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiir e ceeeeae 3
How to Use This Guide ............cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieniinens 4
L1011 =13 0 ) 1 7 5
ANSWETS ...iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiteteeentaacacosentosentonsncossntosensoscnsanss 8
EXplanations ...........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiieetiacnttnenenes 10

LN T ] 1= 0 1 16




Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the
right tools, it becomes an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your
skills, and move one step closer to your goals. At Examzify, we believe
that effective exam preparation isn’t just about memorization, it’s about
understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and building
the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional
certification, or entry-level qualification, this book offers structured
practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a wide range of
multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help
you understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and
aligned with the types of questions and topics commonly found on
official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

¢ Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
e Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

e Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but
alongside other resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on
training. For best results, we recommend working through each
question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question
right the first time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving
over time. Stay focused, trust the process, and know that every page you
turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach
your exam with confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time
or doing a final refresh, here’s how to get the most out of your Examzify
study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what
you need to focus on. Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 - 45 minutes).
Review a handful of questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got
it right. It reinforces key points, corrects misunderstandings, and
teaches subtle distinctions between similar answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions.
Revisit these regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without
pausing. Set a timer and simulate test-day conditions to build confidence
and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions
after a few days and revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this
guide with other Examzify tools like flashcards, and digital practice tests
to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort
always wins. Use this guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace
and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. Which branch of government is primarily responsible for
making laws?

A. The Executive Branch
B. The Legislative Branch
C. The Judicial Branch

D. The Local Government

2. Who wrote the national anthem of the United States?
A. Francis Scott Key
B. John Philip Sousa
C. Woody Guthrie
D. Irving Berlin

3. What does the 24th Amendment prohibit?
A. Voting at 18
B. Poll taxes
C. Voting based on race
D. Voter identification laws

4. Which right is not protected by the First Amendment?
A. Freedom of speech
B. Right to vote
C. Freedom of religion
D. Freedom of the press

5. What are the two major political parties in the United
States?

A. Republican and Independent
B. Democratic and Socialist

C. Democratic and Republican
D. Libertarian and Green

6. Why does the flag have 50 stars?
A. To represent the 50 original colonies
B. Because there are 50 states
C. To represent 50 amendments

D. For every year since the declaration
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7. How many U.S. Senators are there?
A. 50

B. 100
C. 435
D. 150

8. What group of people was taken to America and sold as
slaves?

A. Asians

B. Native Americans
C. Africans

D. Europeans

9. Who was the President during both the Great Depression
and World War II?

A. Harry Truman

B. Franklin D. Roosevelt
C. John F. Kennedy

D. Calvin Coolidge

10. Who is considered the "Father of Our Country"?
A. Thomas Jefferson
B. George Washington
C. Abraham Lincoln

D. Benjamin Franklin
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Explanations




1. Which branch of government is primarily responsible for
making laws?

A. The Executive Branch
B. The l.egislative Branch
C. The Judicial Branch

D. The Local Government

The Legislative Branch is the part of government specifically tasked with creating laws.
This branch is composed of elected representatives who propose, debate, and amend
legislation. In the United States, including Indiana, this function is typically carried out
by a bicameral legislature, which consists of two chambers—the House of Representatives
and the Senate. The process of lawmaking involves multiple stages, from drafting a bill to
voting on it, and it requires collaboration among members of the legislature. The other
branches of government play different roles: the Executive Branch is responsible for
enforcing laws and administering government programs, while the Judicial Branch
interprets laws and ensures they are applied fairly through the court system. Local
Government refers to administrative bodies at the city or county level, but they also
derive their authority from state law and primarily implement rather than create laws.
Thus, the clear distinction of the Legislative Branch's role in lawmaking supports why
this choice is the correct answer.

2. Who wrote the national anthem of the United States?
A. Francis Scott Key
B. John Philip Sousa
C. Woody Guthrie
D. Irving Berlin

The national anthem of the United States, "The Star-Spangled Banner," was written by
Francis Scott Key. Key composed the lyrics in 1814 after witnessing the British
bombardment of Fort McHenry during the War of 1812. His emotional response to the
events inspired him to pen a poem originally titled "Defence of Fort M'Henry," which
would later be set to music and become the national anthem. Key's vivid imagery and
patriotic sentiment in the song capture the resilience and bravery of the American spirit
during a crucial moment in history. The anthem reflects themes of perseverance and
national pride, which resonate strongly with America's identity. Its adoption as the
national anthem in 1931 solidified its importance in American culture. As for the other
individuals mentioned: John Philip Sousa was renowned for his military and patriotic
marches but did not write the anthem. Woody Guthrie is celebrated for his folk music
and social activism, while Irving Berlin was a prolific composer known for many
American songs but not for the national anthem.
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3. What does the 24th Amendment prohibit?
A. Voting at 18
B. Poll taxes
C. Voting based on race

D. Voter identification laws

The 24th Amendment to the United States Constitution explicitly prohibits the use of poll
taxes in federal elections. This was significant because poll taxes were seen as a barrier
that prevented many citizens, particularly African Americans and poorer individuals,
from exercising their right to vote. By eliminating this requirement, the amendment
aimed to ensure that financial constraints could not be used as a means to disenfranchise
voters, thereby promoting greater equality in the voting process. The passage of the 24th
Amendment in 1964 reinforced the principle that voting rights should not be contingent

on one's economic status, and it represented a major step toward expanding civil rights
in the United States.

4. Which right is not protected by the First Amendment?
A. Freedom of speech
B. Right to vote
C. Freedom of religion

D. Freedom of the press

The right to vote is not protected by the First Amendment. Instead, voting rights are
addressed in several other amendments to the U.S. Constitution, such as the Fifteenth
Amendment, which prohibits denying the right to vote based on race, and the Nineteenth
Amendment, which grants women the right to vote. The First Amendment specifically
guarantees freedoms concerning expression and the media, including freedom of speech,
freedom of religion, and freedom of the press. These rights are fundamental to a
democratic society and are designed to protect the ability of individuals to express their
ideas, practice their religion, and share information without government interference. In
contrast, the right to vote is a separate issue and is not included in the First Amendment.
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5. What are the two major political parties in the United
States?

A. Republican and Independent
B. Democratic and Socialist
C. Democratic and Republican

D. Libertarian and Green

The two major political parties in the United States are the Democratic Party and the
Republican Party. These parties have dominated the American political landscape for
over a century and represent a wide range of political ideologies and positions. The
Democratic Party generally advocates for progressive policies emphasizing social
equality, environmental protection, and government intervention in the economy to
address social issues. On the other hand, the Republican Party tends to favor
conservative policies that emphasize limited government, individual liberties,
free-market principles, and traditional social values. While there are many other parties,
such as the Libertarian Party, Green Party, and Socialist Party, they do not have the same
level of influence or representation in federal and state government as the Democratic
and Republican parties. This distinction is critical for understanding the American
political system, as the two primary parties shape policies, election outcomes, and the
overall political dialogue in the nation.

6. Why does the flag have 50 stars?

A. To represent the 50 original colonies
B. Because there are 50 states

C. To represent 50 amendments
D. For every year since the declaration

The flag of the United States features 50 stars, with each star symbolizing one of the 50
states that make up the union. This design reflects the federal structure of the United
States, where each state has equal representation in the form of a star on the flag. The
stars have been added over time as new states were admitted, officially culminating in
the current design following Hawaii's statehood in 1960. The other choices do not
accurately represent the reason behind the stars on the flag. There were originally only
13 colonies, not 50, so that answer does not align with historical fact. While there are
indeed 27 amendments to the U.S. Constitution, they are not represented by the stars on
the flag. Lastly, the choice about a star for every year since the Declaration of
Independence is misleading, as the number of stars corresponds strictly to the number of
states, not years. This highlights that the flag's star representation directly correlates
with the states, affirming the correct answer's relevance.
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7. How many U.S. Senators are there?
A. 50
B. 100
C. 435
D. 150

The United States Senate consists of 100 Senators. This number is established by the
Constitution, which assigns two Senators to each of the 50 states, regardless of
population size. As a result, the total number of Senators remains fixed at 100,
representing equal legislative power for all states in the Senate. This structure is
designed to ensure that smaller states have an equal voice in the federal legislative
process, counterbalancing the representation based on population found in the House of
Representatives, which has 435 members. Other figures, such as 50, 435, and 150, do not

accurately represent the composition of the Senate, further emphasizing the unique role
that the Senate plays in American government.

8. What group of people was taken to America and sold as
slaves?

A. Asians

B. Native Americans
C. Africans

D. Europeans

The correct answer is Africans. Throughout history, particularly during the transatlantic
slave trade from the 16th to the 19th centuries, millions of Africans were forcibly taken
from their homelands and subjected to enslavement in the Americas. They were
transported under brutal conditions and sold as slaves to work on plantations and in
various forms of labor, contributing significantly to the economic development of the
colonies and later the United States. This historical context highlights the immense
impact of African slavery on American society, culture, and economy. The legacy of this
period continues to influence social and racial dynamics in contemporary America,

making the understanding of this group’s experience critical in the study of U.S. history
and civics.
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9. Who was the President during both the Great Depression
and World War I1?

A. Harry Truman

B. Franklin D. Roosevelt
C. John F. Kennedy

D. Calvin Coolidge

Franklin D. Roosevelt served as President of the United States during both the Great
Depression and World War II, making him a pivotal figure in American history. He took
office in 1933, at the depth of the Great Depression, and implemented a series of
programs and reforms known as the New Deal to help recover the economy and provide
relief to those affected by the crisis. His leadership during this tumultuous period
significantly shaped the role of the federal government in economic matters. Roosevelt's
presidency extended into World War II, which began in 1939 for the United States after
the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941. He played a critical role in mobilizing the nation for
war and establishing important alliances that would contribute to the eventual victory of
the Allies. His vision for a post-war world also laid the groundwork for the establishment
of the United Nations. The other individuals listed were not in office during both these
significant events. Harry Truman succeeded Roosevelt and was in office during the final
stages of World War II; John F. Kennedy's presidency came after both events, and Calvin
Coolidge was president during the 1920s, well before Roosevelt's time. Thus, Franklin D.
Roosevelt is rightly identified as the president who led the country through both

10. Who is considered the "Father of Our Country"?

A. Thomas Jefferson

B. George Washington
C. Abraham Lincoln

D. Benjamin Franklin

George Washington is referred to as the "Father of Our Country" due to his pivotal role in
the founding of the United States. He served as the commander-in-chief of the
Continental Army during the American Revolutionary War, leading the colonies to victory
against British rule. His leadership and commitment to the cause of independence
earned him immense respect and admiration, which ultimately led to his unanimous
election as the first President of the United States. Washington's contributions extended
beyond the battlefield; he also played a crucial role in the drafting of the Constitution
and was instrumental in establishing the precedent for a strong federal government. His
decisions and actions set the tone for the newly formed nation, embedding the principles
of democracy and a sense of national identity in American society. This foundational
impact on the country’s formation and governance solidifies his title and legacy as the
"Father of Our Country."
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken
a meaningful step toward passing your certification exam and advancing
your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review,
and self-reflection are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult
topics, simulate exam conditions, and track your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love
to hear from you. Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://indianacivics.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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