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1. When approaching a railroad crossing, what should you
always do?
A. Accelerate to get past quickly
B. Look both ways and slow down
C. Ignore signal lights if no train is visible
D. Stop only if you can’t see the track

2. While driving in inclement weather, what is recommended?
A. Maintain the speed limit
B. Reduce speed and increase following distance
C. Use high beams to see better
D. Drive as if the weather is clear

3. What should you do to avoid a skid when driving?
A. Look at the car in front of you
B. Gradually adjust speed and steering
C. Apply full brakes immediately
D. Overcorrect the steering

4. How should you handle an intersection with a stop sign
where another driver is present?
A. The first vehicle to stop should be the first to proceed
B. You should proceed without stopping if traffic is clear
C. You must yield to pedestrians only
D. Wait for the other vehicle to move first

5. What should you do if you're feeling drowsy while driving?
A. Open the windows for fresh air
B. Pull over to a safe area and rest or switch drivers if possible
C. Keep driving and splash water on your face
D. Listen to loud music

6. What effect does smoother braking have on driving?
A. Decreases stopping distance
B. Increases the risk of a skid
C. Makes acceleration more difficult
D. Helps maintain vehicle control
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7. How often must you renew your driver's license in Illinois?
A. Every year
B. Every two years
C. Every four years
D. Every six years

8. What should you do if you see a pedestrian in a crosswalk?
A. Yield the right-of-way to the pedestrian
B. Continue driving as normal
C. Honk to alert the pedestrian
D. Speed up to clear the road

9. What should a driver do if they miss their exit on a
highway?
A. Stop and backtrack
B. Make a U-turn immediately
C. Proceed to the next exit to turn around
D. Ask passengers for directions

10. At what speed are you considered to be speeding in
Illinois?
A. Only if you exceed 5 mph over the limit
B. Any speed that is over the posted limit
C. 20 mph over the limit
D. Only if police mark it on radar
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5Sample study guide. Visit https://illinoistopdriver.examzify.com for the full version

SA
M

PLE



1. B
2. B
3. B
4. A
5. B
6. D
7. C
8. A
9. C
10. B
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Explanations
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1. When approaching a railroad crossing, what should you
always do?
A. Accelerate to get past quickly
B. Look both ways and slow down
C. Ignore signal lights if no train is visible
D. Stop only if you can’t see the track

When approaching a railroad crossing, it is essential to look both ways and slow down
because this practice ensures the safety of all road users. Trains can come at high speeds
and may not be easily visible until they are very close, and their warning signals may not
always be functioning correctly. By slowing down, you give yourself more time to react if
a train is approaching. This cautious behavior allows you to observe any oncoming train
and discern whether it is safe to cross the tracks.   Looking both ways is crucial because
trains can approach from either direction, and they may not be as visible as vehicles on
the road. Moreover, taking this action helps you to be aware of any other potential
hazards in the vicinity, such as pedestrians or unsignalized vehicles at the crossing.
Prioritizing safety at railroad crossings helps prevent accidents and fatalities,
highlighting the importance of this practice.

2. While driving in inclement weather, what is recommended?
A. Maintain the speed limit
B. Reduce speed and increase following distance
C. Use high beams to see better
D. Drive as if the weather is clear

Reducing speed and increasing following distance during inclement weather is crucial for
safe driving. Adverse conditions, such as rain, snow, or fog, can significantly affect
visibility and road traction. By slowing down, drivers can maintain better control of their
vehicles, reducing the risk of hydroplaning or skidding on slippery surfaces.   Increasing
the following distance allows for ample space to react to any sudden stops or changes in
traffic conditions, providing extra time to brake if necessary. This combination of
reduced speed and increased distance enhances overall safety, as it reduces the
likelihood of collisions.   Maintaining the speed limit without adjusting for conditions can
lead to dangerous situations, as road conditions may require drivers to slow down.
Similarly, using high beams in low visibility can actually worsen visibility and create
glare for the driver and others on the road. Driving as if the weather is clear fails to
account for the reduced traction and visibility that inclement weather creates, making it
a risky approach to driving in such conditions.
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3. What should you do to avoid a skid when driving?
A. Look at the car in front of you
B. Gradually adjust speed and steering
C. Apply full brakes immediately
D. Overcorrect the steering

To avoid a skid when driving, gradually adjusting speed and steering is the best
approach. This method allows you to maintain better control of your vehicle and react
appropriately to road conditions. When you make smooth and gradual changes to your
speed and direction, you reduce the chances of losing traction, which is a primary cause
of skids. If you abruptly change your speed or direction, it can unsettle the vehicle’s
stability and lead to a skid.  Looking at the car in front of you, while important for
maintaining appropriate distance and awareness, does not directly help in preventing
skids. Applying full brakes immediately can lock up the wheels, especially in slippery
conditions, which can actually lead to a skid rather than prevent one. Overcorrecting the
steering can lead to an even more precarious situation, as it may cause the vehicle to lose
control in the opposite direction. Therefore, the gradual adjustment of speed and
steering is essential for safe driving and effective skid avoidance.

4. How should you handle an intersection with a stop sign
where another driver is present?
A. The first vehicle to stop should be the first to proceed
B. You should proceed without stopping if traffic is clear
C. You must yield to pedestrians only
D. Wait for the other vehicle to move first

When approaching an intersection marked with a stop sign and another vehicle is
present, the proper procedure is to allow the first vehicle that comes to a complete stop
at the intersection to be the first to continue through it. This practice is based on the
rules of right-of-way, which prioritize orderly traffic flow and enhance safety.  In the
scenario where multiple vehicles arrive simultaneously, the driver on the left must yield
to the driver on the right. However, if one vehicle has already come to a complete stop
before the other, it earns the right to proceed first, reducing confusion and potential
accidents.  Understanding this principle is crucial for safe driving, as it helps establish
clear expectations among drivers at intersections. This practice also emphasizes the
importance of vigilance and patience in navigating traffic situations, reinforcing a
culture of safety.
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5. What should you do if you're feeling drowsy while driving?
A. Open the windows for fresh air
B. Pull over to a safe area and rest or switch drivers if possible
C. Keep driving and splash water on your face
D. Listen to loud music

If you're feeling drowsy while driving, the best course of action is to pull over to a safe
area and rest or switch drivers if possible. Drowsiness significantly impairs your ability to
operate a vehicle safely, much like alcohol does. Stopping to rest helps ensure that you
do not become a hazard to yourself and others on the road.  While opening the windows
for fresh air may provide a temporary feeling of alertness, it does not address the
underlying issue of fatigue and can sometimes lead to further distraction. Splashing
water on your face might also give a fleeting sense of wakefulness but does not
counteract the effects of sleepiness. Listening to loud music might keep you somewhat
engaged, but it does not increase your alertness to a sufficient level to ensure safe
driving. The safest and most effective action is to stop driving until you are fully awake
and alert.

6. What effect does smoother braking have on driving?
A. Decreases stopping distance
B. Increases the risk of a skid
C. Makes acceleration more difficult
D. Helps maintain vehicle control

Smoother braking plays a vital role in maintaining vehicle control, which is crucial for
safe driving. When a driver applies the brakes gently and progressively, it allows for
better modulation of the vehicle's speed. This controlled approach prevents abrupt
changes that can lead to skidding or loss of traction, particularly on slippery surfaces.  
Furthermore, when brakes are applied smoothly, it helps the vehicle’s weight to transfer
evenly, keeping all four tires firmly in contact with the road. This is particularly
important during wet or icy conditions, where sudden braking could cause the wheels to
lose grip and the vehicle to slide. Additionally, smooth braking contributes to driver
comfort by reducing the chance of sudden jolts, allowing passengers to feel more secure
inside the vehicle.   In contrast to the other options, which suggest negative aspects that
could arise from either harsh braking or unrelated concerns, smoother braking directly
enhances the driver's ability to maintain control over the vehicle, leading to safer driving
conditions and greater confidence on the road.
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7. How often must you renew your driver's license in Illinois?
A. Every year
B. Every two years
C. Every four years
D. Every six years

In Illinois, the standard period for renewing a driver's license is every four years. This
timeframe is established to ensure that all drivers maintain up-to-date records and are
regularly evaluated for any changes in their driving ability or status. The four-year
renewal cycle helps keep the licensing process streamlined for both the state and its
residents.   Other timeframes, like annually or every two years, would not provide a
balance between ensuring that drivers are properly licensed and not overburdening them
with frequent renewals. A six-year period, while longer, does not align with the state's
requirement for regular evaluation and updates to maintain the integrity of the licensing
system. Thus, the four-year renewal period meets both the needs of the drivers and the
regulatory requirements set by the state.

8. What should you do if you see a pedestrian in a crosswalk?
A. Yield the right-of-way to the pedestrian
B. Continue driving as normal
C. Honk to alert the pedestrian
D. Speed up to clear the road

Yielding the right-of-way to pedestrians in a crosswalk is essential for ensuring their
safety and upholding traffic laws. When a pedestrian is in a crosswalk, they have the legal
right to cross, and drivers are obligated to stop and allow them to do so safely. This
action helps prevent accidents and demonstrates respect for pedestrian rights.   In
addition, yielding contributes to a safer and more efficient flow of pedestrian and vehicle
traffic, fostering a culture of caution and awareness on the road. It is vital for drivers to
be conscious of their surroundings, especially in areas where pedestrians may be present.
The other choices represent actions that could endanger pedestrians or violate traffic
laws. Continuing to drive normally when a pedestrian is present does not provide the
necessary safety for the pedestrian. Honking to alert a pedestrian may not only be
ineffective but could also startle them. Speeding up to clear the road poses a significant
danger and is contrary to the obligation to yield. Thus, the correct response emphasizes
safety and adherence to traffic regulations.
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9. What should a driver do if they miss their exit on a
highway?
A. Stop and backtrack
B. Make a U-turn immediately
C. Proceed to the next exit to turn around
D. Ask passengers for directions

When a driver misses their exit on a highway, the safest and most responsible course of
action is to proceed to the next exit to turn around. This approach ensures that the driver
continues to prioritize safety by not creating a hazard on the highway. Stopping or
reversing on the highway can be extremely dangerous due to the high-speed traffic
around them.  Taking a U-turn immediately is also unsafe, as highways are designed to
permit traffic flow in designated directions and do not allow for such maneuvers. Making
a U-turn can lead to accidents and disrupt the flow of traffic.  While asking passengers
for directions may seem like it offers assistance, it does not provide a viable method for
legally and safely relocating to the correct route on a highway. Drivers should focus on
maintaining control of the vehicle and adhering to traffic laws to ensure everyone's
safety.

10. At what speed are you considered to be speeding in
Illinois?
A. Only if you exceed 5 mph over the limit
B. Any speed that is over the posted limit
C. 20 mph over the limit
D. Only if police mark it on radar

In Illinois, you are considered to be speeding whenever you exceed the posted speed
limit, regardless of how much over that limit you may be driving. This means that as soon
as your speedometer indicates a speed higher than the marked speed limit on the road,
you are violating the law. Speed limits are established for safety reasons, and they apply
to all drivers at all times.  This is critical for maintaining safety on the roads, as
exceeding the speed limit can significantly increase the likelihood of accidents and
makes it difficult to react to unexpected situations. Therefore, any speed above the
established limit is deemed speeding, which is why selecting the option that states any
speed over the posted limit as the definition of speeding is accurate and important for
understanding traffic laws in Illinois.
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